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CHAP. XVIL 

Foundation of Conftantinople. — Political Syjtem 
of Conjlantine^ and his Succejfors. — Military 
Difcipline. — The Palace. — The Finances. 

THE unfortunate Licinius was the laft rival CHAP* 
who oppofed the greatnefs, and the laft , ^J^ 
captive who adorned the triumph, of Conftan- 
tine. After a tranquil and profperous reign^ the 
'Conqueror bequeathed to his family the inherit- 
ance of the Roman empire ; a new capital, a 
new policy, and a new religion ; and the in* 
novations which he eftablilhed have been em- 
braced and confecrated by fucceeding genera- 
tions. The age of the great Conftantine and 
his fons is filled with important events ; but the 
hiftorian muft be oppreffed by their number and 
VOL. Ill* * B variety. 
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i THE DECLfME AND fktL 

CHAP, tariety, unlefs he diligently feparates from eacfir 
^^^^^^i^ other the fcenes which are connected only b/ 
the order of time. He will defcribe the political 
inftitutions that gave ftrength and {lability ta 
the empire, before he proceeds to relate the 
wars and revolutions which haftened its decline. 
He will adopt the divifion unknown to the an- 
cients, of civil and ecclefiaftical affairs; the 
vi6lory of the Chriftians^ and their inteftine dif-» 
cord, will fupply copious and diftin6t materials 
both for edification and for fcandaL 
Defignof After the defeat and abdication of Licinius, 
anewca- }jjg vi6lorious rival proceeded to lay the found- 
A.D. 314. ations of a city deHined to reign in future 
times, the miftrefs of the Eaft, and to furvive 
the empire and religion of Conftantine, The 
motives, whether of pride or of policy, which 
firft induced Diocletian to withdraw himfelf 
from the ancient feat of government, had ac- 
quired additional weight by the example of his 
fuccefTors, and the habits of forty years, Rome 
was infenfibly confounded with the dependent 
.kingdoms which had once acknowledged her 
fupremacy ; aud the country of the Caefars wa» 
' viewed with cold indifference by a nmrtial prince^ 
born in the neighbourhood of the Danube, edu- 
cated in the courts and armies of Afia, and in- 
vefled with the purple by the legions of Britain^ 
The Italians, who had received Conflantine as 
their deliverer, fubmiflively obeyed the edidls' 
which he fometime^ condefcended to addrefo 
to the fenate and people of Rome ; but they 
were feldom honoured with the prefence of their 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. ^ 

new fovereign. During the vigour of his age, chap. 
Conftantine, according to the various exigen- •^^* 
ci6s of peace and war, moved with flow dignity, 
or with a6live dihgence, along the frontiers \ 

of his extenfive dominions; and was always 
prepared to take the field either againft a fo- 
reign or a domeftic enemy. But as he gradu- 
ally reached the fummit of profperity and the 
decline of life, he began to meditate the defign 
of fixing in a mdre permanent ftation the fl:reTigth 
as well as majefl:y of the throne. In the choice 
of an advantageous fituation, he preferred the 
confines of Europe and Afia ; to curb, with 
a powerful arm, the barbarians who dwelt 
between the Danube and the Tanais ; to watch 
with an eye of jealoufy the conduft of the Per^ 
fian monarch, who indignantly fupported the 
yoke of an ignominious treaty^ With thefe 
views, Diocletian had fele6ted and embellifhed 
the refidence of Nicomedia : but the memory 
of Diocletian was juftly abhorred by the pro- 
testor of the church ; and Conftantine * was 
not infenfible to the ambition of founding a city 
which might perpetuate the glory of his own 
name. During the late operations of the war situatioii 
againft Licinius, Ije had fufScient opportunity to °/%zan* 
contemplate, both as a foldier and as a ftatefman^ 
the incomparable pofition of Byzantium ; and to 
obferve how ftrongly it was guarded by nature 
againft an hoftile attack, whilft it was accef- 
fible on every fide to the benefits of commer- 
cial intercourfe. Many ages before Conftan- 
tine, one of the moft judicious hiftorians of 

B 2 anti- 



4 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

c H A P. antiquity ' had defcribed the advantages of 

^^' I a fituation, from whence a feeble colony of' 

Greeks derived the command of the fea, and 

the honours of a flourilhing and independent 

Tepublic \ 

Defcrip- If we furvey Byzantium in the extent which 

CoNSTAN- ^* acquired with the auguft name of Conftanti.. 

TiNOPLE. tiople, the figure of the Imperial city may be 

reprefented under that of an unequal triangle. 

The obtufe point, which advances towards the 

^aft and the Ihores of Afia, meets and repels 

the waves of the Thracian Bofphorus. The 

northern fide of the city is bounded by the bar- 

hour ; and the fouthern is waflied by the Pro- 

pontis, or fea of Marmara. The bafis of the 

triangle is oppofed to the wefl;, and terminates 

the continent of Europe. But the admirable 

form and divifion of the circumjacent land and 

water cannot, without a more ample explanation, 

be clearly or fufBciently underflood. 

The Bof^ , The windingchannel through which the waters 

phorus. ^f |.j^g Euxine flow with a rapid and inceflant 

courfe towards the Mediterranean, received the 

appellation of Bofphorus, a name not lefs cele- 

, ' ' Polybius, Liv. p. 433. edit. CafxuboU. He obferves that the 

peace of the Byzantines was frequently difhirbedy and the extent of 
their tefritory contracfled^ by the inroads of the wild Thracians. 

' The navigator Byzasy who was -ilyled the fon of Neptune^ 
founded the city 656 years before the Chriftian JEnu His followers 
were drawn from Argos and Megara. Byzantium was afterwards 
rebuilt and fortified by the Spartan general Paufanias. See Scallger 
Animadverf. ad Eufeb. p. 81. Ducange Conflantinopolis) 1. i. part i* 
cap. 15, z6. With regard to the wars of the Byzantines againik 
Philip^ the Gauls, and the kings of Bithyniat we fhould truft none 
but the ancient writers who lived before the greatneft of the Imperial 
c^ty had excited a fpirit of flattery and fidliom ' 

» * ■ brated 



OP THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 5 

brated in the hiftory, than in the fables, of an- c H A F. 
tiquity ^ A crowd of temples and of votive al- ^^^* 
tars profufely fcattered along its fteep and woody 
banks, attefted the unfkilfulnefs, the terrors, and 
the devotion of the Grecian navigators, who,afl6r 
the example of the Argonauts, explored the dan- 
gers of the inhofpitable Euxine. On thefe banks 
tradition long preferved the memory of the palace 
of Phineus, infeiled by the obfcene harpies*; 
and of the fylvan reign of Amycus, who defied: 
the fon of Leda to the combat of the Ceftus *• 
The ftreights of the Bofphorus are terminated by 
the Cyanean rocks, which, according to the de- 
fcription of the poets, had once floated on the 
face of the waters; and were deflined by the gods 
to protect the entrance of the Euxine againft the 
eye of profane curiofity *• From the Cyaneantr 
rocks to the point and harbour of Byzantium, the 



^ The Bofphoras has been very minutely defcribed hy Dionyfios oT 
Byzantium, who lived in the time of Domitian (Hudfon Geograph. 
Minor, torn, iii.)^ and by Gilles or Gyllius, a French traveller of the 
3CVIth century. Toumefort (Lektre XV.) feems to have ufed hi& 
own eyes, and the learning of Gyllius. 

*♦ There are very few conjeAures fo happy as that of Le Cferc 
(Bibliotheque Univerfelle, torn. i. p. 148.) who fuppofes that the har- 
]de8 were only locufts. The Syriac or Phoenician name of thofe in- 
1^89 their Aoify flight, the flench and devaftation which they occafion, 
and the north wind which drives th^m? into the fta, all contribute to ' 
form the ftriking refemblance^ 

' The reiidence of Amycus was in Aiia, between the old and the 
new cafilesy at a place called Laurus Iniana. That of Phineus was 
ht Europe, near the village ef Mauromole and the Black Sea. See-; 
Gyllius de Bofph. 1. ii. c. 1&3.. Toumefort» Lettre XV. 

^ The deception was occafioned by feveraJ pointed rocks, alternatdy^ 
covered and abandoned by the waves. At {H'efent there are two fmaU 
iiOands, one towards either fhore i that 9f Europe is diitinguilhed b^> 
Ac column of Pompey. , \ > 
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6 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP* winding length of the Bofphorus extends about 
^^iiLj ^^^^^^^ miles \ and its moll ordinary breadth 
may be computed at about one mile and a half. 
The new caftles of Europe and Afia are con-- 
llrufted, on either continent, upon the founda-- 
tions of two celebrated temples, of Serapis and of 
Jupiter Urius. The old caftles, a work of the 
Greek emperors, command the narroweft part of 
the channel, in a place where the oppofite banks 
advance within five hundred paces of each other. 
Thefe fortreffes were deftroyed and ftrengthened 
by Mahomet the Second, when he meditated the 
liege of Conftantinople ^ ; but the Turkifh con- 
queror was moft probably ignorant, that near two 
thoufand years before his reign, Darius had cho- 
fen the fame fituation to conne6l the two conti- 
nents by a bridge of boats •. At a fmall diftance 
from the old caftles we difcover the little town of 
Chryfopolis, or Scutari, which may almoft be con- 
fidered as the Afiatic fuburb of Conftantinople^ 
The Bofphorus, as it begins to open into the Pro- 
pontis, palTesbetween Byzantium and Chalcedon. 
The latter of thofe cities was built by the Greeks, 

^ The ancients computed one hundred and twenty ftadia^ or fifteen 
Roman miles. They meafured only from the niew caftles, but they 
carried the ftreights as far as the town of Chalcedon, 

* Ducas Hift. c. 34. Leunclavius Hift. Turcia Mufulmanica, 
1. XV, p. 577. Under the Greek empire thefe caftles were ufed as 
ftate prifonsy under the tremendous name of Lethe, or towers of 
oblivion. * 

' Darius engraved in Greek and AfTyrian letters, on two marble 
columns, the names <i£ his fubjedl nations, and the amazing numbers of 
his land and fea forces. The Byzantines afterwards tranfported thefe 
coluoms into the city, and ufed them for the altars of their tutelar 
ideities. Hfirodotusy 1* iy« c. 87. 

^^ a few 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE, 7 

a few years before the former ; and the blindnefe chap. 
of its founders, who overlooked the fuperior . -^-]j 
{advantages of the oppofite coaft, has been 
ftigmatifed by a proverbial expreffion of con«. 
tempt '^ 

The harbour of Conftantinople, which maybe The port, 
confidered as an arm of the Bofphorus, obtained, 
in a very remote period, the denomination of the 
GoldenHom. The curve which it defcribes might 
be compared to the horn of a flag, or as it fhould 
feem, with more propriety, to that of an ox "• 
The epithet oi golden was expreffive of the riches 
which every wind wafted from the moll diflant 
countries into the fecure and capacious port of 
Conftantinople. The river Lycus, formed by 
the conflux of two little ftreams, pours info the 
harbour a perpetual fupply of frefli water, which 
ferves to cleanfe the bottom, and to invite the 
periodical fhoals of fifh to feek their retreat in 
that convenient recefs. As the viciflitudes of tides 
are fcarcely felt in thofe feas, the conftant depth 
of the harbour allows goods to be landed on the 
quays without the affiftance of boats ; and it ha$ 
been obferved, that in many places the largeft 
yeflels may reft their prows againft the houfes, 



'"^ Namque artiflimp inter Europam Afiaxnque (Hvortio Byzautiun^ 
in extrema Europa pofuere Qreci» quibusy Pythium Apollinem confu- 
lentibus ubi conderent vrbem> redditum oraculum eft, quaererent fe- 
dem cacprum terns adverfam. Bd ambage Chalcedonii monitrabantury 
qupd. priores illuc adve(S):i9 prsevifa locorum utilitate pejora legiflent. 
Tacit. Annal. xii. 62. 

" Straboy L x. p. 493* Moil of the fntlers are now broke off; 
/or» to fpeak lels figuratively^ moil of the receiles of the harbour are 
)Uled up* See CiU* de Boiphoro Thracioi 1. L c 5. 

B 4 whils 



ThePro- 
pontis. 



8 : THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, while their fterns are floating in the water **• ^ 
^^°- From the mouth of the Lycus to that of the . 
harbour, this arm of the Bofphorus is more 
than feven miles in length. The entrance is 
about five hundred yards broad, and a ftrong 
chain could be occafionally drawn acrofs it, to 
guard the port and city from the attack of an 
bof|ile navy '\ 

Between the Bofphorysand the Hellefpont, the 
Ihores of Europe and Alia receding on either fide 
inclofe the fea of Marmara, which was known to 
the ancients by the denomination of Propontis. 
The navigation from the iflue of the Bolphorus to 
the entrance of the Hellefpont is about one hun* 
dred and twenty miles. Thofe who fl;eer their 
wefl:ward courfe through the middle of the Pro- 
pontis, may at once defcry the high lands of 
Thrace and Bithynia, and never lofe fight of the 
lofty fummit of Mount Olympus, covered with 
eternal fnows '^ They leave on the left a deep 
gulf, at the bottom of which Nicomedia was 
feated, the imperial refidence of Diocletian j and 

" Frocopius de Mdj&cuSf 1. i. c. 15. His defcription is confirmed 
by modern travellers. See Thenevot, part i. 1. i, c. 15. Toumefoit, 
I^ettre XII. Niebuhr Voyage d' Arable, p. 22. 

'^ See Ducange) C.P. Li. part i. c. 16. and his Obfervations fur 
VHlehardouiny p. 289. The chain was drawn from the Acropolis 
near the modern Kiofk, to the tower of Galata ; and was fupported 
at convenient diflances by large wooden piles. 

'* Thevenot (Voyages au Levant, part.i. 1. i. c. 14.) contra<Sls the 
meafure to 125 imall Greek miles. Belon (Obfervations, L ii. c. i.) 
gives a good defcription of the Propontis, but contents himfelf with 
the vague expreffion of one day and one night's fail. When Sandys 
(Travels, p. 21.) talks of 150 furlongs in length, as well as breadth, 
we can only fuppofe fome mifiake of the prels in the text of that ju* 
dicious travellen 

V if they 
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ihey pafs the fmall iflands of Cyz^icus and Pro- chap. 
connefus before they caft anchor at Gallipoli j ^^^"'^ 
where the fea, which feparates Afia from Europe, 
is again contradted into a narrow channel. 
. The geographers who, with the moft Ikilful TheHelie- 
accuracy, have furveyed the form and extent of ^^^^; 
the Hellefpont, affign about fixty miles for the 
winding courfe, and about three miles for the 
ordinary breadth of thofe celebrated ftreights 'K 
But the narroweft part of the channel is found to 
the northward of the old Turkifti caftles between 
the cities of Ccftus and Abydus. It was here that 
the adventurous Leander braved the paffage of 
the flood for the poffeffion of his miftrefs '*• It 
was here likewife, in a place where the diftance 
between the opposite banks cannot exceed five 
hundred paces, that Xerxes impofed a ftupendous 
bridge of boats, for the purpofe of traniporting 
into Europe an hundred and feventy myriads of 
barbarians '\ A fea contrafted within fuch nar- 

ro\y 

'^ See an admirable diflertation of M. d'Anville upon the Helle- 
fpont or Dardanelles, in the Memoires de I'Acaderaie des Inicriptions^ 
lorn, xxviii. p. 318 — 346« Yet even that ingenious geographer is 
too fond of fuppofing new» and perhaps imaginary meafuresy fot 
the purpofe of rendering ancient ^rriters as accurate as himfelf. The 
fiadU employed by Herodotus in the defcription of the Euxine, the 
Bofphorus, &c. (l.iv. c, 85.) muft undoubtedly be all of the fame 
fpecies ; but it feems impofiible to reconcile them either with truth or 
with each other. 

'^ The oblique diftance between Cefhis and Abydus was thirty 
ftadia. The improbable tale of Hero and Leander is expofed by 
M. Mahudely but is defended on the authority of poets and medal$ 
by M. de la Nauze* See the Academie des Infcriptionsy tom. vii, 
Hift. p. 74* Mem* p. 240. - 

* '7 See the feventh book of Herodotus, who has ereded an elegant 
trophy to his own fame and to that of his country. The review 

appears 
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CHAP, row limits, may feem but ill to deferve the 
,^^ ^ i_ f Angular epithet of broad^ which Homer, as 
well as Orpheus, has frequently beftowed on 
the Hellefpont. But our ideas of greatnefe 
are of a relative nature : the traveller, and eC^ 
pecially the poet, who failed along the Helle- 
Q)ont, who purfued the windings of the ftream, 
and contemplated the rural fcenery, which 
appeared on every fide to terminate the prof- 
pe6l, infenfibly loll the remembrance of the 
lea ; and his fancy painted thofe celebrated 
ftreights, with all the attributes of a mighty 
river f|owing with a fwift current, in the midft 
of a woody and inland country, and at length, 
through a wide mouth, difcharging itfelf into 
the ^gean or Archipelago ^\ Ancient Troy'% 
feated on an eminence at the foot of Mount 
Ida, overlooked the mouth of the Hellefpont, 
which fcarcely received an acceflion of waters 
from the tribute of thofe immortal rivulets 
the Simois and Scamander. The Grecian 

appears to have been made with tolerable accuracy ; but the vanity, 
€rft of the Perfians, and afterwards of the Greeks, was interefted to 
magnify the armament and the viiSlory, I Ihould much doubt whe- 
ther the invaders have ever outnumbered the men of any country 
which they attacked. 

'8 See Wood's Obfervations on Homer, p. 300. I have, with 
pleafure, fele<5led this remark from an author who in general feemi 
to have difappointed the expeaation of the public as a critic, and 
ftill more as a traveller. He had vifited the banks of the Hellefpont; 
he had read Strabo ; he ought to have confulted the Roman itine- 
raries ; how was it poffible for him to confound Hium and Alex- 
andria Troas (Obfervations, p. 340, 34i-)> two cities which wer? 
fixteen miles diftant from each other ? 

'9 Demetrius of Scepfis wrote fixty books on thirty lines of Ho-, 
mer^s^catalogue. The Xfflth Book of Strabo is fufBcient for our 
curiofity. 

camp 
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camp had ftretched twelve miles along the fliore CHAP, 
from the Sigaean to the Rhaetean promontory ; 
and the flanks of the army were guarded by the 
braveft chiefs who fought under the banners of 
Agamemnon, The firft of thofe promontories 
was occupied by Achilles with his invincible 
Myrmidons, and the dauntlefs Ajax pitched his 
tents on the other. After Ajax had fallen a fa- 
crifice to his difappointed pride, and to the 
ingratitude of the Greeks, his fepulchre was 
erected on the ground where he had defended 
the navy againft the rage of Jove and of Hedlor^ 
and the citizens of the rifing town of Rhaeteum 
celebrated his memory with divine honours *°. 
Before Conftantine gave a juft preference to the 
fituation of Byzantium, he had conceived the 
defign of ere6ling the feat of empire on this 
celebrated fpot, from whence the Romans de- 
rived their fabulous origin. The extenfive plain 
which lies below ancient Troy, towards the 
Rhaetean promontory and the tomb of Ajax, 
was firft chofen for his new capital ; and though 
the undertaking was foon relinquiihed, the 
ftately remains of unfinilhed walls and towers 
attradled the^ notice of all who failed through 
the ftreights of the Hellefpont ". 

We 

^ Straho, 1. xiii. p. 595. The difpofition of the fhips which were 
drawn upon dry land, and the pofts of Ajax and Achilles, are very 
clearly defcribed by Homer. See Iliad ix. 2ao. 

^' Zoflm. 1. ii. p. 105. Sozomen, I. ii. c. 3. Theophanes, 
p. 1 8. Nicephorus CalliAus, 1. vii. p. 48. Zonaras, tpm. ii. l.xiii* 
p. 6. Zofimus places the new city between Ilium and Alexandria^ 
but this apparent difference may be reconciled by the large extent 
of its circumference. Before the foundation of Conftantinople^ 

Theifalonio 
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CHAP. We are at prefent qualified to view the advan« 
_^^'_; tageous pofition of Conftantinople ; which ap- 
pears to have been formed by Nature for the 
centre and capital of a great monarchy. Si- 
tuated in the forty-firft degree of latitude, the 
Imperial.city commanded, from her feven hills ",- 
the oppofite fliores of Europe and Alia ; the 
climate was healthy and temperate, the foil fer- 
tile, the harbour fecure and capacious ; and the 
approach on the fide of the continent was of 
fmall extent and eafy defence. The Bolpborus 
and the Hellefpont may b^ confidered as the 
two gates of Conftantinople; and the prince 
who poflefled thofe important paflTages could 
always fliut them againft a naval enemy, and 
open them to the fleets of commerce. The pre- 
fervation of the eaftern provinces may, in fome 
degree, be afcribed to the policy of Conftantine, 
as the barbarians of the Euxine, who in the pre- 
ceding age had poured their armaments into the 
heart of the Mediterranean, foon defifted from 
the exercife of piracy, and defpaired of forcing 
this infurmountable barrier. When the gates 
pf the Hellefpont and Bofphorus were Ihut, 
the capital ftrill enjoyed, within .their fpacious 
inclofure, every produ6lion which could fup- 
ply the wants, or gratify the luxury, of its nu- 

Thdfalonica is mentJoned by Cedrenus (p. 483.), and Sardica by 
TjonzTMt as the intended capital. They both fuppofe^ vnth very 
little probability, that the Emperor, if he had not been prevented 
by a prodigy, would have repeated the mifbke of the blind Chalcedo- 
nians. 

*^ Pocock's Defcription of the £aft, vol. ii. part ii. p. 127. His 
plan of the feven hills is clear and accurate. That traveller is feldom 
(k ikds&dlory. . . « 

merous 
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»ierous inhabitants. The fea coafts of Thrace c H A P. 
and Bithynia, which languifh under the weight of ._^j' j 
Turkifh oppreffion, ftill exhibit a rich profpe6t 
of vineyards, of gardens, and of plentiful har- 
vefts ; and the Propontis has ever been renowned 
for an inexhauftible ftore of the moft exquifite 
fifli, that are taken in their ftated feafons, without 
ikill, and altnoft without labour ^K But when the 
paffages of the Streights were thrown open for 
trade, they alternately admited the natural and 
artificial riches of the north and fouth, of the 
Euxine, and of the Mediterranean, Whatever 
rude commodities were colle6led in the forefts 
of Germany and Scythia, as far as the fources of 
the Tanais and the Boryfthenes ; whatfoever was 
fnanufa6tured by the Ikill of Europe or Afia ; 
the corn of Egypt, and the gems and Ipices of 
the fartheft India, were brought by the varying 
winds into the port of Conftantinople, which, 
for many ages, attracted the commerce of the 
Ancient world ^\ 

, The profpe6l of beauty, of fafety, and of Foundatio« 
wealth, united in a fingle fpot, was fufficient to ""^^^ "^^^ 
juftify the choice of Conftantine. But as fome ' 
decent mixture of prodigy and fable has, in every 

*^ See Belon. Obfervations, c. y% — 76. Among a variety of dif- 
ferent fpeciesy the Pelamides, a fort of Thunnies» were the moft 
i^elebrated. We may learn from Polybius, Strabo, and Tacitus, 
that the profits of the iiihery conftituted the principal revenue of By- 
zantium. 
* ^ See the eloquent defcription of Bulbequius, epiitol. i. p. 64^ 
III in Europa ; habet in confpedlu Afiam, Egyptum, Africamque' " 
^ dextra : quse tametfi contiguae non funt^ maris tamen navigan- 
jdique commoditate vdirti junguntur, A finiftra vero Pbntus eft 
JEuxinusi &c. - 

ftge. 
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CHAP. ^g^> 1^^^^ fuppofed to refledl a becoming majefty 

xviL on the origin of great cities *% the Emperor was 

defiring of afcribing his refolution, not fo much 

to the uncertain counfels of human policy, as to 

the infallible and eternal decrees of divine wif- 

dom. In one of his laws he has been careful to 

inftrudl pofterity, that, in obedience to the com. 

mandsof God, he laid the everlafting foundations 

of Conftantinople'^ : and though he has not con- 

defcended to relate in what manner the coeleftial 

infpiration was communicated to his mind, the 

defe6l of his modeft filence has been liberally 

fupplied by the ingenuity of fucceeding writers j 

who defcribe the no6lurnal vifion which appeared 

to the fancy of Conftantine, as he flept within the 

walls of Byzantium, The tutelar genius of the 

city, a venerable matron finking under the weight 

of years and infirmities, wasfuddenly transformed 

into a blooming maid, whom his own hand» 

adorned with all the iymbols of Imperial great- 

nefs*^ The monarch awoke, interpreted the 

aufpicious omen, and obeyed, without hefitation, 

the will of heaven. The day which gave birth to 

a city or colony was celebrated by the Romans 

with fuch ceremonies as had been ordained by a 

^^ Datur hsec venia antiqultatiy ut mifcendo humana divinis^ pri* 
mordia urbium auguftiora faciat. T. Liv. in proem, ^ 

^* He fays, in one of his laws, pro commoditate Urbis quam xterno 
nomine, jubente Deo, donavimus. Cod. Theodof. 1. xiii/tit. v. 

leg. 7- 

'' The Greeks, Theophanes, Cedrenus, and the Author of the 
Alexandrian Chronicle, confine themfelves ta vague and general ex- 
preifions« For a more particular account of the vifion, we are obliged 
to have recourfe to fuch Latin writers as ' William of Malmeibury* 
(See Ducange C* P. 1. i» p. ^4, 25. 

generou» 
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generous fuperftition*^ ; and though Conftantine chap. 
might omit fome rites which favoured too ftrongly ^^^ ^ 
of their Pagan origin, yet he was anxious to 
leave a deep impreffion of hope and refpedl on the 
minds of the fpe6lators. On foot, with a lance 
in his hand, the Emperor himfelf led the folemn 
proceffion ; and directed the line, which was 
traced as the boundary of the deftined capital : 
till the growing circumference was obferved with 
aftonifhment by the affiftants, who, at length, 
ventured to obferve, thathe hadalready exceeded 
the moft ample njeafure of a great city, " I fhaJl 
<« ftill advance,*' replied Conftantine, " till he, 
" the invifible guide who marches before me, 
" thinks proper to ftop VV Without prefuming 
to inveftigate the nature or motives of this extra- 
ordinary conduftor, we Ihall content ourfelves 
with the more humble talk of defcribing the 
extent and limits of Conftantinople ^% 

In the a6lual ftate of the city, the palace and Extent, 
gardens of the Seraglio occupy the eaftern pro- 
montory, the firft of the feven hills, and cover 



^^ See Hutarch in Romul. torn. i. p. 49. edit. Bryan. Among 
other ceremonies^ a large hole^ which had been dug for that pur- 
pofe, was filled up with handfuls of earth, which each of the fettlera 
brought from the place of liis birth, and thus adopted his new 
country. 

^^ Philoilorgius, 1. ii. c. 9. This incident, though borrowed from 
a rufpe<^ed writer, is chara^teriftic and probable. * 

^^ See in the Memoires de TAcadamie, torn, xxxv. p. 747 — 758, 
a diifertation of M. d'Anville on the extent of Conftantinople. He 
takes the plan inferted in the Imperium Orientale of Banduri as the 
moft complete ; but, by a feries of very nice obfervations, he reduces 
the extravagant proportion of the fcale, and inftead of 9500, deters 
mines the circumference of the city a9 confifting of about 7800 French 

about 
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CHAP, about one hundred and fifty acres of our own 
^\^ meafure- The feat of Turkilh jealoufy and de-. 
fpotifm is eredled on the foundations of a Grecian 
republic ; but it may be fuppofed that the By- 
zantins were tempted by the conveniency of the 
harbour to extend their habitations on that fide 
beyond the modern limits of the Seraglio. The 
new walls of Conftantine ftretched from the port 
to the Propontis acrofs the enlarged breadth of 
the triangle, at the diftance of fifteen fi:adia from 
the ancient fortification; and with the city of 
Byzantium they inclofed firve of the feven hills, 
which, to the eyes of thofe who approach Con- 
ilantinople, appear to rife above each other in 
beautiful order*'. About a century after th6 
death of the ifbunder, the new building, extend- 
ing on one fide up the harbour, and on the other 
along the Propontis, already covered the narrow 
ridge of the fixth, and the broad fujnmit of the 
feventh hill. The neceflity of prbtedling thofe 
fuburbs from the inceflant inroads of the Barba- 
jfians, engaged the younger Theodofius. to fur- 
round his capital with an adequate and permanent 
inclofure of walls*** From the eafl;ern promon- 
tory to the golden gate, the extreme length of 



3' Codinus AntiquiUt. Coiift p. 12. He afiSgns the church of 
^« Anthony as the boundary on the fide of the harbour. It is men- 
tjoned m Ducange^ 1. iv. c. 6.; but I have tried> without fuccefs» to 
.difcover the exadi place where it was iituated. 

: ^ The new wail of Theodofius was conftrudled in the year 413. 
In 447 it was thrown down by an earthquake^ and rebuilt in three 
months by the diligence of the prsefedt Cyrus. The fuburb of the 
Blachemae was firft tak<en into the city in the reign of Heradius. Du« 
cange Conft* L i. c. 109 zi. 

. . Confl^an- 
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Conftantiiiople was about three Roman miles "4 CHAP, 
the circumferOTce meafured between ten and ', ^^^ 
eleven ; and the furface might be computed as 
equal to about two thoufand Englifh acres* It is 
impoflible to juftify the vain and credulous exr 
aggerations of modern travellers, who have fom&- 
times ftretched the limits qf Confta^ntinople over 
the adjacent villages of the Europesin, and even 
of the Afiatic coaft ^\ But the fuburbs of Persk 
and Galata» though fituate beyond the harbour^ 
may de£erve to be confidered as a part of th^ 
city ^^ i and this addition may perhaps authoxife 
the meafure of a Byzantine hiftorian, who affigns 
fixteen Greek (about fourteen Roman) miles for 
the circumference of his native city'^ Such an 
extent may feem not unworthy of an Imperial 

^^ The mes^iremont is expee&d^ m the Notitia, by X4»o75 fteet* 
It is reafonable to fuppofe that thefe were Greek feet ; the proportion 
ef which has been ingeniouily determined by M. d'Anville. He com- 
|«i«es the x8o iioet with the 78 Haftienute cubitsy^ which in difierent 
writers are afligned for the height of St. Sophia. Each of thefe cu- 
l>its was equal to 27 French inches. 

^ The accurate Thevenot (1. i. c. 15.) walked in one hour and 
titree quarters rounid two of the (ides, of the triangle» from the Kioik 
of the Seraglio to the feven towers. D'AnviUe examines with care> 
9sid receives with confidence this deciilve tefiimonyy which gives a 
. «iocumfe»nce of ten or twehre milesb The extravagant compu- 
lalioBL of Tournefort (Lettre XI.) of thirty-four or thirty miles* 
without including Scutari^ is a ftrasge departure from his ufual 
chaiaiSler. 

^' The fyc«» 00 fig-trees^ iotmed the thirteenth region* and were 
very much embelliihed by Jufiinian. It has flnce borne the names of 
^era and Oalata* The etymology of the former is obvi6us ; that of 
ihe latter is unkopwn* See Pueange Conft. 1. u c» 2%, and Gyllius de 
Byzant. 1. iv. c. 10. ^ ^ 

^ One hundcsd and eleven ftadia* which may be tranflated into 
modem Greek miles each of feven fiadia* or 6609 fometimes only 600 
Freiich toifes. Sba D'Anville Mefuces Jtinaraire^ P*5S* 

VOL. III. e refidence. 
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chap: refidence. Yet Conftantinople muft yield t^ 
^^^^^Lf S^^y'^" ^"d Thebes", to ancient Rome, tcr 

London, and even to Paris^% 
Progrefs of The maftct of the Roman world, who afpired 
^ ^^ •' to ere6l an eternal monument of the glories of 
his reign, could employ in the profecution of that 
grd^t work the wedtfi, the labour, and all that 
y6t remained^of tTie gemius of obedient millions. 
Some eftimate niay be formed of the expence 
bellowed with Imperial liberality on the foun- 
dation of Conftantinople, by the allowance of 
about two millions five hundred thbufand pounds 
for the cotiftruftion of the walls, the porticoes, 
and the aqliddu6ls ^'. The forefts'that over- 
Ihadowed the Ihores of the Euxine, and the cele- 
bTated quart-ies of white marble in-t-he Ifttle ifland 
of Proconnefus, fupplied an inexhauftible flock of 
materials, ready to be conveyed, by the conveni- 
ence of a ftiort water-carriage, to the harbour of 
Byzantium '^^ A multitude of labourers and 

artificers 

^^ When tiie ancient texts^ wUch defcribe the fize of Babylon and 
Thebe«> are fettled> the exaggerations reduced^ and the meafures z£* 
certaitied, we find that thofe famous cities filled the great but not in- 
•credifete circumference of about twenty five or- thirty miles. Com- 
pare D'Anville Mem. de I'Academie^ torn, xxviii. p. 255. with his 
Defcription d' I'Egypte, p. aoi, ao»i 

*^ If we divide Conftantinople and Paris into equal fquares of jd 
French fos/esy the former contains 85b, and the latter 1160 of thofe 
divifions. 

^' Six hundred centenaries; or fixty thoufand poundS weight of g6ld. 
This fum is taken from Codinus Antiquit. Conft. p. 11; ; but unlefi 
that contemptible author had derived his informatioB from fome purer 
Tources, he would probably have been unacquainted with lb obfolete 
& mode of reckoning. 

^ For the forefts'of the Black Sea, cdnfult Toumefort, Lettre XVK 
fyv the marble quarries of Proconnefusi fee Strabo^ !• ziii. p 588. 

Tk© 
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anificers urged the conclufion of the work with C « A R 
inceflant toil : but the impatience of Conftantine ^^' 
foon difcovered, that, in the decline of the arts, 
the fkill as well as numbers of his architedts bore 
a very unequal proportion to the greatnefs of his 
defigns. The magiftrates of thef moft diftant 
provinces were therefore dire6led to fnftitute 
ichools, to appoint prpfeffors, and by the hopes 
of rewards and privileges^ to engage inthdftudy 
and praftice of architefiture afilfBcient nuntber 
•of ingenious youths^ who h^d received a liberal 
education*^ The buildings of the new city Were 
executed by fuch artificers as the reigitof Con- 
ftantine could afford ; but they wer^ decorated 
by the hands of the moft celebrated ^natters of 
the age of Pericles and Alexander* To revive 
the genius of Phidias, and Lylippus, furpaffed 
indeed the power of a Roman emperor ; but the 
immortal produ6lionswhich they had bequeathed 
to pofterity were expofed without defence to the 
rapacious vanity of a defpot. By his commands 
the cities of Greece and Afia were defpoiled of 
their moft valuable ornaments *\ The trophies 
of memorable wars, the objects of religious ve- 

The latter hid alreldy furniihed the materials of the (lately buitdlngl 
of Cyzicus. 

^' See the Codex Theodof. 1. xiii. tit. iv. leg. i. This law is dated 
in the year 334, and was addrefled to the prsefeA of Italy^ whofe 
jurifditSlion extended over Africa. The commentary of Godefroy^ 
on the whole title well deferves to be confulted. 

^^ Conilantinopolis dedic;^tur poene omnium urbium nuditate, 
"Hieronym. Chronw p. r8i. . See Codinus, p. 8, 9. The author of the 
Antiquitat. Conft. 1. iii. (apud fianduri Imp. Orient, torn. i. p. 41.) 
enumerates Rome, Sicily, Antioch, Athens, and a long lift of othei' 
cities.' The provinces of Greece and Afia Minor may be fuppofed t^ 
have yielded the richeft booty. 

c 2 neration^ 



flo THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, neration, the mod finiflied flatues of the gods and 
xm ^ heroes, of the fages and poets, of ancient times, 
contributed to the fplendid triumph of Conflan- 
tinople ; and gave occafion to the remark of the 
hiflorian Cedrenus ^% who obferves, with fome 
enthufiafm, that iriothing feemed wanting except 
the foiils of the illuftrious men whom thofe ad- 
mirable monuments were intended to reprefent. 
But it is not in the city of Conftantine, nor ia 
the declining period of an empire, when the 
human mind was deprefled by civil and religious 
flavery, that we fhould feek for the fouls of 
Homer and of Demofthenes. 

Edifices. During the fiege of Byzantium, the conqueror 
had pitched his teuton the commanding eminence 
of the fecond hill. To perpetuate the memory 
of his fuccefs, he chofe the fame advantageous 
poiition for the principal Forum ^*; which appears 
to have been of a circular, or rather .elliptical 
form. The two oppofite entrances formed tri- 
umphal arches j the porticoes, which inclofed it 
on every fide, were filled with fi;atues ; and the 
centre of the Forum was occupied by a lofty 
column, of which a mutilated fragment is now 
degraded by the appellation of the burnt pillar. 
This column was ere6led on a pedefl^al of white 

^ Hift* Compend. p. 369. He dcfcribcs the fbtue* or rather buft 
of Homer with a degree of tafte which phdniy indicates that Cedrenuc 
copied the ftyle of a more fortunate age. 

^ Zofim. l.ii. p. 106. Chron. Aleztndrin. vel Pidchal. p. J184. 
Ducinge Conft. 1. i. c. 14. Even the laft of thofe writers feems to 
confound the Forum of Conftantine ^th the Augufteum^ or court of 
the t)alace. I am not latisfied whether I have properly diftinguiiheii 
what bel6ng8 to the one and the other^ 

10^ marble 
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marble twenty feet high ; and was compofed of c HA P. 
ten pieces of porphyry, each of which ineafured ,J^^' 
about ten feet in height, and about thirty-three 
in circumference ^K On the fummit of the pil- 
lar above one hundjred and twenty feet from 
the ground, flood the coloffal ftatue of Apollo. 
It was of bronze, had been tranfported either 
from Athens or from a town of Phrygia, and 
was fuppofed to be the work of Phidias. The 
arcift had reprefented the god of day, or, as it 
was afterwards interpreted, the Emperor Con*- 
ftantine himfelf, with a fceptre in his right hand, 
the globe dt the world in his left, and a crown 
of rays glittering on his head ^^. The Circus, 
or Hippodrome, was a ftately building about 
four hundred paces in length, and one hundred 
in breadth -^^ The ipace between the two metce 
or goals was filled with ftatues and obeliiks; 
and we may ftill remark a very Angular frag- 
ment of antiquity J the bodies of three ferpents, 
twifte4 into one pillar of brafs. Their triple 
lieads had once fupported the golden tripod 
which, after the defeat of Xerxes, was corife- 
crated in the temple of Delphi by the yi6toriou3 

"*' The moft tolerable account of this column h given by Pocock. 
Defcription of the Eaft* vol. ii. part ii. p. I3i, But it is ftiU in many 
inilances perplexed and unfatisfaiflory. 

. ^ Ducange Conft. L i. c. 24. p« 76. and his notes ad Alexiad. p.382. 
The ftatue of Conftantine or Apollo was thrown down under the 
reign of Alexis Comnenus. 

^ Toumefort (Lettre XII.) computes the Atmeidan at four hun- 
dred paces. If he means geometrical paces of five feet each* it 
was three hundred toi/est in length* about forty more than the great 
'Circus of RoiQfi. ^e d'AaviUe Mefures Itineraries^ p. 73. <> 

c 3 Greeks. 
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G H A P. Greeks ^. The beauty of the Hippodrome haf 
^^^* been long fince defaced by the rude hands of tha 
Turkifti conquerors ; but, under the fimilar ap- 
pellation of Atmeidan, it ftill ferves as a place 
of exercife for their horfes. From the throne, 
whence the Emperor viewed the Circenfiaa 
games, a winding ftaircafe ^* defcended to the 
palace; a magnificent edifice, which fcarcely 
yielded to the refidence of Rome itfelf, and 
which, together with the dependent courts, 
gardens, and porticoes, covered a confiderr 
able extent*of ground upon the banks of the 
Propontis between the Hippodrome and the 
phurch of St. Sophia ^% y[e might likewife 

celebrate 



^ The guaixlians of the moft holy relics would rejoice if they 
were able to produce fuch a chain of evidence as may be alleged on 
this occalion. See Banduri ad Antiquitat. Conft. p. 668. Gyllius 
de Byzant. 1. ii. c. 13. i. The original confecration of the tripod 
and pillar in the temple of Delphi may be proved from Herodotus 
and Paufanias. a. The Pagan Zofimus agrees with the three eccle- 
"iiaitical hiftorians> Eufebiusy Socrates^ and Sozoraen* that the facred 
ornaments of the temple of Delphi were removed to Conftantinople 
by the order of Conftantine ; and among thefe the ferpentine pillar of 
the Hippodrome is particularly meHtioned- 3. All the European tra- 
vellers who have vifited Conllantinople, from Buondelmonte to Pocock, 
defcribe it in the fame place, and almoft in the fame manner ; the 
diiferences between them are occafioned only by the injuries which it 
has fuilained from the Turks. Mahomet the Second broke the under- 
jaw of one of the ferpents with a ftroke of hjs battle-axe. Thcve?- 
not) 1. i. c. 17. 

'i' The Latin name Cochlea was adopted by the Greeks, and very 
frequently occurs in the 3yzantine hiftory. Ducange Conft. 1. ii. c. i. 
p. 104. 

5° There are three topographical points which indicate the fitu- 
^tion of the palace, i. The ftaircafe which conne<Sled it with the 
pippodrome or Atmeidan. 2. A fmall artificial port on the Propori- 
Us from whence there was an eafy afcent, by a flight of marble ftepi 
$0 the gardens of the palace. 3. The Augufteum was a ipacious courf, 
t . . ono 



^ 
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icelebi ate the baths, which ftill retained the chap. 
liame of Zeuxippus, after they had beciD en- . ^^h 
Tiched,-by the munificence of Conftantine, with 
lofty columns, various marbles, and above three- 
fcore ftatues of bronze *'• But we fliould de^ 
Jiriate from the defign of this hiftory, if we 
attempted minutely to defcribe the different 
buildings or quarters of the city. It may be 
fufficient to obferve, th^^t whatever coujid adorn 
the dignity jof a grea.t capital, or contribute to 
the benefit or pleafure of its numerpi^^ inha- 
bitants, was ^contained within the walls of Con- 
ftantinople> A particular defcription, compofed 
about a century after its foundation, enumerates 
a capitol or fchool of learning, a circus, two 
theatres, eight public and one hundred and 
fifty three private baths, fiftyrtwo porticoes, 
five granaries, eight aquedufts or refervoirs of 
water^ four fpacious hall? for the meetings 
of the feaate or courts of juftice, fourteen 
churches, fourteen palaces, and four thou^ 
iand three hundred and eighty eight houfes, 
>vhich, for their fize or beauty, deferved to be 

one fide of wWch was occupied by the fipont of the palace^ and an- 
other by the church of St* Sophia. 

. '' Zeuxippus was an epithet of Jupiter, and the baths were a part 
of old Byzantium. The difficuhy of ailignlng their true fituation has 
not been felt by Ducange. HiJftory feems to conned them with 
St. Sophia and the palace ; but the original plan, Inferted in Bandun> 
places them on the other fide of the city, near the harbour. For their 
beauties fee Chron. Pafchal, p. aS^. and Gyllius de Byzaiit. 1. ii. c. 7. 
Chrifiodorus (fee Antiquitat. Conft. . 1. vii.) compofed infcriptions in 
verfe for each of the ilatues. He was a Theban poet in eenius as 
lirell as in birth : 

fiseotum in crailp jurares aere natum. 

c 4 4^ftinf 
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c H A 1^. diftinguiihed from the maltitude df t>I^t>eiMi 

:?y?L. habitations^*. 

The populoufnefs of this favoured city was 
the next and moft ferious obje6t of the attention 
t>f its founder. In the dark ages which iuc- 
ceeded the tranilation of the ifempire^ the re^ 
mote and the immediate confequences of that 
)!nemorable event were ftrangely confounded 
by the vanity of the Greeks^ and the credulity 
bf the Latins ^^ It was afierted and believed, 
that all the noble families of Rome, the fenate, 
and the equeftrian order^ with their innumera^ 
ble attendants, had followed their emperor to 
the banks of the Propontis ; that a ipurious 
Jrace of ftrangers and plebeians was left to 
|)ofrefs the folitude of the ancient capital ; and 
that -the lands of Italy, long flnce converted into 
gardens, were at once deprived of cultivatioil 
and inhabitants *•*. In the courfe bf this hiftory^ 
fuch exaggerations will be reduced to their juft 

. ^' See the Notitia. Rorrie only ireckonisd x ^9o laige houftiSy Jd»mu ; 
but the word muft have had a more dignified iignification. No infidm 
are mentioned at Conflantinople. The old capital confifted of 424 
ibeets, the new of 3*1. 

'^ Liutprand Legatio ad Imp. Nicephorumy p. tsz*. '^^ >&<>" 
dem Greeks have ftrangely disfigured the antiquities of Conftanti- 
nople. We might excufe the errors of the Turkifh or Arabiaii 
writers ; but it is fomewhat aftoniihing^ that the Greeksy who had 
accefs to the authentic materials preierved in their own language^ 
ihould prefer fi(5Uon to truths and loofe tradition to genuine hiflbry* 
In a fingle page of Codinus we may dete<ft twelve unpardonable mifc 
takes ; the reconciliation of Severus and Niger, the marriage of their 
fon and daughter, the fiege of Byzantium by the Macedonians^ 
the invafion of the Qauls, which recalled Severus to Rome, the 
Jixty years which dapfed from his death to the foundation of Confian^ 
tinople, ^c. 

^^ Montefquieuy Grandeur et Decadence desttomalhsi c« 17* 

value: 
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value : yet, fince the growth of Canftantinople CHAP, 
cannot be afcribed to the general increafe of aian- ^ ^^ ^ 
kind and of induftry, it inuf( be admitted, that 
this artificial colony was raifed at the expence of 
the ancient cities of the empire. Many opulent 
fens^tors of Rome, and of the Eaftem provinces^ 
were probably invited by Conftantine to adopt 
for their country the fortunate Ipot which he had 
chofen for his own refidence. The invitations of 
a mafter ar^ fcarcely to be diilinguiihed from 
commands; and the liberality of the Emperor cb^ " 
tained a ready and ^eerful obedience. He be- 
ftowed on his favourites the palaces which he had 
built in the feveral quarters of the city, a1figi»ed 
them lands and penfions for the fupport ctf their 
dignity", and ali«imted the demefnes of Ponfcuis 
and Afia to grant hereditary reflates by the 'eafy 
tenure of maintaimng a houfe in tlfe capital**'. 
Sut thefe encouragements and obligations foon 
became fuperfluous, and were gradually aboliih- 
ed. AVherever the feat of government is iixed, a 



*' Themift. Orat. iii. p. 48. edit. Hardouin. So2olneii, 1. H. c. 3. 
Zafim. 1. ii, p. 107. Anonym, Valefian. p. 7i> If we coiild credit 
Codinus (p. lo.) Conftantine built hpufes for the fenators pntheex- 
ddl ihod^l df their lloman palaces, and gratified them, ^3 \v<ill as lilftii 
Mi, with the pleafure of an agreeable furprife ; but the <whole ft6ry% 
full of fidlions andinconfiilencies. * 

^^ The law by which the younger Theodofius, in the year 438, 
iboliihed this tenure, may be found among the Novella of that Em- 
jj«rbf^t We !«ttd df tKe Theodofikn Code, torn. vi. am. li. 'M. de 
t'nteteottt (lUift. ff^s Ehlpei^uft, "tdtti. IV. p. 37l.)li* evideftfljr »ftfif. 
featteh tlie nittire of ^fliefe ^ftates. With a grant frdfe fte ^itlperi^ 
d^ihefiies, the*faihe concHdon -^as accejited as a favour lilrWh wOtlld 
ju% li^e'been atdaeda*hardBuf),'if rt hafd btitfft lEfifpofea^fepdn ftft- 
tateproperty, 

€on- 
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CHAP, confiderable part of the public revenue will be 
'l'^^^,^ expended by the prince himfelf, by his minifters, 
by the oflScers of juftice, and by the domeftics of 
the palace. The moll wealthy of the provincials 
will be attrafiled by the powerful motives of inte- 
reft and duty, of amufement and curiofity. A 
third and more numerous clafs of inhabitants will 
infenfibly be formed, of fervants, of artificers, 
and of merchants, who derive their fubfiftence 
from their own labour, and from the wants or 
luxury of the fuperior ranks. In lefs than a cen- 
tury, Conftantinople difputed with Rome itfelf 
the pre-eminence of riches and numbers. New 
piles of buildings, crowded together with too 
little regard to health or convenience, fcarcely 
allowed the intervals of narrow ftreets for the 
perpetual throng of men, of horfes, and of car- 
riages. The allotted fpace of ground was infuf- 
ficientto contain the increafing people ; and the 
additional foundations, which, on either fide, 
were advanced into the fea, might, alone have 
compofed a very confiderable city^^. 
Privileges. The frequent and regular difl:ributions of wine 
and oil, of corn or bread, of money or provifions, 
had almofl; exempted the pooreft citizens of 
Rome from the neceflity of labour. The mag- 
nificence of tlie firft Caefars was in fome meafure 



'^ The paflages of ZoGmus^ of Eunapius^ of Sozomeiiy and of 
Agathiusy which relate to the increafe of buildings and inhabitant! 
at Conftantinople^ are colle^ed and connected by Gyllius de Byzant. 
L X. c. 3» Sidonius Appollinaris (in Panegyr. Anthem. 56. p. 290. 
edit. Sirmond) defbribes the modes that were pulhed forwards intc^ 
the fea; ^ey cbniifted of the famous Puzzolan fandy which hardei^^ 
in the water. 

imitatecl 
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imitated by the founder of Conftantinople^': but c H A P.* 
his liberality, however it might excite the ap« 
plaufe.of the people, has incurred the cenfure of 
pofterity. A nation of legiflators and conquerors 
might aflert their claim to the har veils of Africa, 
vhich had been purchafed with their blood ; and 
it was artfully contrived by Auguftus, that, in 
the enjoyment of plenty, the Romans fhould 
lofe the memory of freedom. But the prodi- 
gality of Gonftantine could not be excufed by any 
confideration either of public or private intereft ; 
and the annual tribute of corn impofed upon 
Egypt for the benefit of his new capital, was ap- 
plied to feed a lazy and indolent populace, at the 
expence of the hufbandmen of an induflrious 
province". Some other regulations of this Em- 
peror are lefs liable to blame, but they are lefs 
^eferving of notice. He divided Conftantinople 
into fourteen regions or quarters % dignified the 

^ Sozomeny 1. ii. c. 3. Philoftorg. 1. li. c. 9. Codin. Antiquitat. 
Conft. p. 8. It appears by Socrates, 1. ii. c. 13* that the daily al- 
lowances of the city confilled of eight myriads of mrnj which we may 
either tranilate with Valeiius by the words modii of com> or confido' 
as ezpreffive of the number cf loaves of bread* 

^^ See Cod. Theodof. L xiii. and xiv. and Cod. Juftinian. EdiA. 
xiL torn. ii. p. 648. edit. Genev. See the beautiful complaint of 
Rome in the poem of Claudian de BelL GildonicO} ver. 46-*64. 

Cum fubiit par Roma mihi, divifaque fumiit 
JCquales aiurora togas ; JEgyptia rura 
In partem ceiFere novam. 

^ The regions of Conftantinople are mentioned in the code of 
Juftinian» and particularly defcribed in the Notitia of the younger 
Theodofius ; but as the four laft of them are not included within the 
jwail of Gonftantine, it tnay be doubted whether this divifia| of the 
^ty (hould be refened to the founder. ^ 

public 
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CHAP* public council with the appellation of fenate ", 

n J^* . communicated to the citizens the privileges of 
Italy *% and bellowed on the rifing city the title 
cf Colony, the fiift and mod favoured daughter 
of ancient Rome. The venerable parent ftill 
maintained the legal and acknowledged fu- 
premacy, which was due to her age, to her 
dignity, and to the remembrance of her former 

Dedica- greatnefe*\ 

tion, AD. ^g Conftatitine urged the progrefe of the work 
with the impatience of a lover, the walls, the por- 
ticoes, and the principal edifices were completed 
in a few years, or, according to another account, 
in a few months*^: but this extraordinary dilu 

gence 

'^^ Senatum conftituit fecundi ordinis ; Claros vocavit. Annoyin. 
VaMan, p. 715. The fenators of old Rome were Ityled ClariffimL 
S^ a curious note of Valefius and Ammian. Marcelliu. xxii.^. Trom 
the eleventh epiftle of Julian, it (hould feem that the place of fe^ator 
was confidered as a burthen> rather than as an honour ; but the Abbe de 
. la Bleterie (Vie de Jovien, torn. ii. p. 371.) has Ihewn that this epiftle 
could not relate to Conllantinople. Might we not read, inftead of 
the celebrated name of Bu^ayrwi?, the obfcure but niore probable 
twjrd ^WTxvdnroi? ? Bifanthe or Khcedejftus, now Rhodofto, was a 
fimtll maritime city of Thrace. See Stephan. Byz. de Urbibus, p. 225* 
a^ QtVLxt* Geograph. torn. L p. 849. 

** Cod. Theodof. 1, xiv. 13. The commentary of Godefroy 
(torn. V. p. ft«oi) is long, but perpteked^ acht indeed is it eafy to af- 
eertak in ^v^at the Jus Italicnm could canQ&^ after the freedom of ^ 
city had been communicated to the whole empire. 

^^ Julian (Orat. i. p. 8.) celebrates Conllantinople as not lefs fu* 
perior to all other cities, than fhe was inferior to Rome itfelf. His 
learned commentator (Spanheim, p. 75, 76.) jiiftifies this language by 
leveral parallel and contempory inflances. Zofimus, as well as So- 
crates and Sozomen, fiourifiied after the diviiion of the empire be- 
tween the two Tons of Theodoiius, which efiabliihed a ij^^Ol equality 
between the old and the new o^ital. 

^ Codinua (Antiquitat.. p. 8.) affirms, that idie foundatbiis of 
ConftanAopIe were laid in the year of the wnrid 3837:(A*D. 319.)^ 
«n the 26th of Septemberi and that the city was dedicated the ixth 
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gence Ihoiild excite the lefs admiration, fince C HAP* 
many of the buildings were finiflied in fo hafty , ^^ j 
and imperfe£t a manner, that, under the fuc* 
ceedii^ reign, they were preferved with diffi* 
cultyfrom impending ruin ^^ But while tfcey 
difplayed the vigour and freflinefe of youths 
the founder prepared to celebrate the dedica* 
tion of his city **. The games and largeflc? 
which crowned the pomp of this mem(>rablQ 
feflival may eafily be fuppofed : but there i^ 
one circumflance of a more fingular and per* 
manent nature, which ought not entirely to 
be overlooked. As often as the birth-day of 
the city returned, the ftatue of Conilantinei 
framed by his order, of gilt wood, and bearing 
in his right-hand a fmall image of the genius of 
the place, was erected on a triumphal car. The 
^ards, carrying white tapers, and clothed in 
their richell apparel, accompanied the Iblemn 
procelSon as it moved through the Hippodrome* 

of May 5838 (AJD. 330.). He connedb thefe dates with feverqj 
chanuS^erifdc epochs, but they contnidi<5k each other ; the authority 
of .Codinus is of little weight, and the fpace which he affigns muft 
appear infufficient. The term of ten years is given us by Julian 
' (Orat. i. p. 8.) ; and Spanheim labours to eftabliih the truth of it 
(p. ((9 — 75.), by the help of two pallages from Themillius (Orat, iv. 
p. 58.) and of Iliiloftorgius (l.ii. c. 9.), which form a period from 
the year 3*4 to the year 334. Modem critics are divided concern- 
ing this point of chronology, and their different fentiments are very 
accurately diicufled by Tillemont, Hift. des Empereurs^ tom. iv. 
p. 619 — 6*5. 

^' Themiftius, Orat. iii. p. 47. Zofim* 1. ii. p. zo8* Conftaa* 
^e himfelf, in one of his laws (Cod. Theod. 1. xv« tit. L). betrays 
Ins impatience. 

^^ Cedrenus and Zonaras^ faidiful to the mode of fuperftition 
which prevailed in their own times, aillire us that Conftantinople was 
confeccated to the viigin Mother of God. 

When 



moit. 
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CHAP. When it was oppofite to the throne of the reigO- 
v^y^ ^^S emperor, he rofe from his feat, and with 
grateful reverence adored the memory of his 
predeceffor*^ At the feftival of the dedica- 
tion, an edi6t, engraved on a column of marble, 
bellowed the title of Second or New Rome on 
the city of Conftantine *'. But the name of 
Conftantinople *^' has prevailed over that ho- 
nourable epithet; and after the revolution of 
fourteen centuries, ftill perpetuates the fame of 
its author '°. 
Form of The foundation of, a new capital is naturally 
govCTn- connefted with the eftablifliment of a new form 
of civil and military adminiftration. The diftin6l 
view of the complicated iyftem of policy, intro- 
duced by Diocletian, improved by Conftantine, 
and completed by his immediate fucceffors, may 

^7 The earliefl: and moft complete account of this extraordlisuy 
ceremony may be found in the Alexandrian Chronicle* p. 285. Til- 
lemonty and the other friends of Conflantine> who are offended witb^ 
the air of Paganifm which feems unworthy of a Chriftian prince, had 
a right to confider it as doubtful* but they were not authorifcfd to 
omit the mention of it* 

^^ Sozomen* I. ii. c. 2. Ducange C. P. 1. i. c. 6. Velut ipfius 
Romse filiam* is the expreiiion of Augufiin.de Civitat. Dei, 1. v. c.25. 

^ Eutropius* 1. X. c. 8. Julian. Orat. i. p. 8. Ducange C P.. 
Li. c 5. The name of Confiantinople is extant on the medals of 
Conftantine. ' 

^^ The lively Fontenelle (Dialogues des Morts* xii.) affe^s to 
deride the vanity of human ambition, and feems to triumph in the 
difappointment of Conflantine, whofe immortal name is now loft ia 
the vulgar appellation of Ifhimbol, a Turkifli corruption of ug m* 
«roXiy. Yet the original name is flill preferved, i. By the nations of 
Europe, a. By the modem Greeks. 3. By the Arabs, whofe 
writings are diffufed over the wide extent of their, conquefts in Afia 
and Africa. See D'Herbelot Bibliotheque Orientale, p. 275. 4. By 
the more learned Turks, and by the Emperor himfelf in hi9 public 
mandates. Cantemir's Hiftory of the Othman Empirey p* 51. 

II not 
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ftot only amufe the fancy by the lingular pi6lure CHAP, 
of a great empire, but will tend to illuftrate the ^ j^^^' , 
fecret and internal caufes of its rapid decay. In 
the purfuit of any remarkable inftitution, we 
may be frequently led into the more early or the 
more recent times of the Roman hiftory ; but the 
proper limits of this enquiry will be included 
within a period of about one hundred and thirty 
years, from the acceffion of Conftantine to the 
publication of the Theodofian code ^' ; from 
which, as well as from the Notitia of the eaft 
and weft ^*, we derive the moft copious and au- 
thentic information of the Hate of the empire. 
This variety of obje6ts will fufpend, for fome. 
time, the courfe of the narrative ; but the inter- 
ruption will be cenfared only by thofe readers 
who are iiifenfible to the importance of laws and 
manners, while they perufe, with eager curiofity, 
the tranfient intrigues of a court, or the acci- 
dental event of a battle. 

The manly pride of the Romans, content with Hierarchy 
fubftantial power, had left to the vanity of the ^® 
Eaft the forms and ceremonies of oftentatious 
greatnefe ". But when they loft even the fem- 

blance 

7* The Theodofian code was promulgated A.D. 438, Seel the 
Prolegomena of Oodefroy, c. i. p. 185. 

7^ Pancirolus, in his elaborate Commentary, afligns to the No- 
titia, a date almoft (imilar to that of the Theodofian code ; but his 
proofs, or rather conjeAures, are extremely feeble. I Ihould be 
rather inclined to place this ufeful work between the final divifion of 
the empire (AJD. Z9S')f ^^^ the fuccefsful invafion of Gaul by the 
Sarbarians (AJ). 407.). See Hiibire des anciens Peuples de I'Eu- ' 
r^e, torn, vii* p. 40* 

73 Scilicet extemse fuperbiae fueto, non inerat notitia nbffai (per- 
haps ttoftra) s apud quos yis Imperii ralet, inania tranfinittuntur. 

Tacit. 
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c H A>P» blance of thofe virtues which were derived from 
,^^_f *^®^^ ancient frejedom, the fimplicity Qf Roman 
manners was infenfibly corrupted by the ftately 
afte6lation of the courts of Afia. The diftinc- 
tions of perfbnal o^rit add influence, fo coaQpii* 
cuous in a republic, fb feeble and obfcure under 
a moioarchy, were abolifhed by the defpotifra 
of the emperors ; who fubftituted in their room 
a fevere fubordiuation of rank and office, frQip 
the titled Haves who. were &^ted on the ftefiB 
of the thxone^ to the meaneft inftruments c^ 
arbitrary power. This miiiititude of aj^ge^ de^ 
pendents was interefted in the fupport of the 
a£lual government, from the dread of a revo- 
lution, which might at once conJQund th^ir 
hopes, and intercept the reward qf their fert 
vices. In* this divine hierarchy (for fuch it is 
frequently ftyled), every rank was marked with 
the moil fcrupulous exa6tnefs, and ib dignity 
was difplayed in a variety of trifling and fq-r 
lemn ceremonies, which it was a ftudy to learn, 
and a lacrilege to negleft ^\ The purity of the 
Latin language was debafed, by ^optlQg, in 
the intercourfe of pride and flattery, a profu- 
fion of epithets, which TuUy would fcarcely 
have underft;ood, and which Auguflus would 

Tacit. Axmal. xv. 31. The gradation from the %le 0^ freedom and 
fimplicity, to that of form and fervitude^ may be traced in the £|»ftlef 
of Ciceroy of Pliny> and of Symmachus. 

^^ The Emperor Gratian> after confirming a law oB precedeocf ■ 
publiihed by Valentinian^ the father of his Divinitj^ thus' continues : 
Siquis igitur indebitum fibi locum ufurpaveritf nidla fe ignoradonA 
defendat ; fitque ^hnQ facrilegii reusy qui divitm pmcepta neglexeritk 
Cod. Theod. 1. ▼!. tit. v. leg. ^ 

have 
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Kave rejedted with indignation. The principal CHAP, 
offieers of the empire were fainted, even by ^^^^' 
the fovereign hindfeif^ with the deceitful titles 
of your Sif^erity^ your Gravity ^ your Ea^ceUendyj 
your Eminenajfy your Jublime and ^onderjul 
MagfAtude^ your tUuftrious and magnificent 
Highne/s^K The codicils or patents of their 
office were curioufly emblazoned with fuch em^ 
blems ad were beft adapted to explain its nature 
and high dignity; the image or portrait of the 
reigning emperors ; a triumphal car ; the book 
of mandates placed on a table^ covered with a 
rich carpet, and illuminated by four tapers; 
the allegoricai figures of the provinces which 
they governed ; or the appellations and ilandards 
of the troops whom they commanded. Some of 
thefe official enfigns were really exhibited in 
their hall of audience j others preceded their 
pompous march whenever they appeared in 
public ; and every circumilance of their de^ 
meanour, their drefs, their ornaments, and 
their train, was calculated to infpire a deep 
reverence for the reprefentatives of fupreme 
majefty* By a philofophic obferver, the fyftem 
of the Roman government might have been mis- 
taken for a fplendid theatre, filled with players 
of every charadter and degree, who repeated the 
language, and imitated the paffions, of their 
original model ^*. 

'^ Confttlt the Notitia Dignitatum^ at the end of the Theodofiaa 
Code* torn. vi. p. 316,. 

'^ Paiicirolu8 ad Notitiam utriufqae hmpcmt p. 39. But his ex« 
^lanations are objfeurey and he does not fufficiendy dlfiiiiguiih the 
painted emblems from the efledtive eofigas of office* 

VOL. in. D All 
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ranks of 
lionour. 



CHAP. All the magiftrates of fufBcient importance to 
* ^T^^> ^"^ * place in the general ftate of the empire^. 
Three Were accurately divided into three claffes. i . The 
lUuftriotis. 2. The Speitabiles^ or Re/pe&able: 
And, 3. The Clariffimi; whom we may tranflate 
by the word Honourabk. In the times of Raman 
limplicity, the laft-mentiooed epithet was ufed 
only as a vague expreffion of deference, till it 
became at length the peculiar and appropriated 
title of all who were members of the fenate ^V 
and confequently of all who, froip that vener- 
able body, were feledted to govmn the pro- 
vinces. The vanity of thofe who, from tbdr 
rank and office, might claim a fuperior diftinc- 
tion above the reft of the ienatorial order, was 
long afterwards indulged with the n(sw appella- 
tion of Rejjpedabk : but the title of lUu/irious 
was always referved to fome eminent perfonages 
who were obeyed or reverenced by the two fub- 
ordinate claffes. It was communicated only, 
I. To the confiils and patricians ; II. To the 
prsetorian praefe6ls, with the praafedls of Rome 
and Conftantinople ; III. To the raafters general 
of the cavalry and the infantry ; and, IV. To 
the feven minifters of the palace^ who exercifed 
their ^cr^rf fun6lions about the perfon of the 
Emperor ^\^ Amoiig thofe illuftrious magiftrates 
who were efteemed co-ordinate with each other, 

'' In the Pande£^s> which may be referred to the reigns of 
the Antonines, Clarijtmus is the ordinary and l^gal title of a fe- 
.nator. 

'* Pancirol. p. la — ly. I l^ave not taken any notice of the -two 
inferior ranks, PierfoSiffimus^ and BgregiuSi which iwere given to 
many perfons, who were nQ| raifed to thfi fenatorial dignity. . 

15 ' the 
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the :feniority of appdntment gave place itt the H A B ' 
tinidn of dignities ^^ By the expedient of h^ y^^^ 
fioriEtry codiciis) the emperors^ who were fond 
of multiplying their favours^ might fonietimes 
gMtify the v^nity^ though not the ambition^ of 
impatient courtiefs *^ 

I. As long ati the Roman eonfub were the firft Thecoan 
magiftrates of a free ftate^ they derived their right 
to power froto the choice of the people* As lc»ig 
as the emperors condefcended to difguife the ier- 
vitude which they impofed^ the confuls were ftiH 
elected by the real or apparent fuffirage of the fe* 
hate. From the reign of Diocletian j even thefe 
veftiges of liberty, were abolilhed, and the fac» 
celsful candidates who were invefted with the 
annua] honours of jthe confulihip, afie6ted to de-> 
plore the humiliating condition of their predecefi 
fors. The Scipios and theCatos had been reduced 
to folicit the votes of plebeians^ to pafs through 
the tedious and expenfive forms of a popularelec'^ 
tioUj and to expofe their dignity to the Ihame pf A 
public refufal ; while their own happier fate had 
referved them for an age and government in 
which the rewards of virtue were affigned by the 
unerring wifdom of a gracious fovereign ^\ In 
th^ epiftles which the emperor addreffed to the 
two confuls ele6t, it was declared, that they were 

7' Cod.Theodof*. l.vi. tit.vi. The rules of precedency are afcer- 
tsdned with the moft minute accuracy by the emperors, and illufirated 
with equal prolixity by their learned interpreter. 

*" Cod. Theodof. l.vi. tit.xxii. 

•' Aufonius (in Gratiarum AAione) bafely expatiates On thk tin* 
worthy topic, which is managed by Mamertinus (Panegyr. Vet* ad* . 
z6. 19.) with fomewhat mors freedom and ingenuity. 

D a created 
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CHAP, created by his fole authority's Their natneii and 
^^^^ portraits^ engraved on gilt tablets of iyory^ Wer« 
diiperfed over the empire as prefents to the pro- 
vinces, the cities^ the magiftrates, the fenate, and 
the people'^. Their folemn inauguraition was 
performed at the place of the Imperial refidence ; 
and, during a period of one huncked and twenty 
years^ Rome was conftantly deprived of the pre- 
fence of her ancient magiftrates'^ On the morn- 
ing of the firft of January, the confuls affiimed 
the eniigns of their dignity. Their drefs was a 
robe of purple, embroidered in filk and gold, 
and fometimes ornamented with coftly gems^'S 

** Cttin d^ Codulibts in aanum creandis* fol^ mecum voluta- 
tem • • • te Confulem et defignavi^ et dedaravi, et priorem nun- 
cupavi ; are fome of the expreffions employed by the Emperor Gnh^ 
tian to his preceptor the poet AuTonius* 

*^ Immanefque • . • . dentes 

Qui fedti ferro in tabulas auroque micantes 
infcripti rutilum coelato Confule nomen* 
Per proceres et vulgus eant.. 

Claud, m ii Conf. Sdlichon. 456. 
Montfaticon ha» reprefented ibme of thefe tablets or dypticks ; feU 
.tShipplMnent k I'Antiquite ezpliqu^ey torn. iii. p. %%o^ 

'^ Confule laetatur poft plurima fsecula yiEy 
Fallanteus apex : agnofcunt roftra curules 
Auditas quondam proavis : defuetaique dngit 
Regius auratis Fora f afdbus Ulpia U^r. 

Ciaudkn in vi Conf. Honorii> 645. 
From the reign of Carud td the (ixth confuUhip of Honorius> tfafiPt. 
■was an interval of one hundred and twenty years, during which the 
emperors were always abfent from Rome ciil the firft day of January. 
See the Chronologie de Tillemont, tom. iii. iv. and v. 

^' See Claudian in Conf. Prob. et Olybrii Z7S9 &c. i^and in iv Conf* 
Honorii, 5859 &c. ; though in the latter it is not eafy to feparate the 
ornaments of the emperor from thofe of the conful. Aufonius re*' 
ceiveds from the lib^a]it)r of Gratian} a vefiii palnuUth or robe 
of ftate, in which the figure of the Emperor CcHifiaatiua was em- 
broidered. 

Oa 
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On this folemn occafion they were attended by C HAP. 
the moft eminent officers of the ftate and army, ^^^' 
in the habit of fenators ; and the nfelefs fafces, 
armed with the once formidable axes, were 
borne before them by the lidtors ". ITie pro^ 
ceffion moved from the palace " to the Forum^ 
or principal fquare of the city 5 where the eon- 
fuls afcended their tribunal, and feated them<> 
felves in the eurule chairs, which were framed 
after the fafhion of ancient times. They imme« 
diately exercifed an a6l of jurifdifilion, by the 
manumiflion of a flave, who was brought before 
thiem for that purpofe j and the ceremony was 
intended to reprefent the celebrated adtion of 
the elder Brutus, the author of liberty and of 
the eonfulfhip, when he admitted among his 
fellow-eitizens the faithful Vindex, who had 
revealed the conQ)iracy of the Tarquins ". The 
public fe^ival was continued during levered 
days in all the principal cities $ in Rorae^ 
from euftom $ in €onftantinople, from imitaii 

^ Cernis et armoruin proceres legumque potentet : 

Patriqos fumunt habitus ; et more Gabino 

Difcoior incedit legioy pofitifque parumper 

BeQorui^ figsisy foquitur vexilla Quiring 

Lidtori cedunt aquils^ ridetque togatus 

.Milesy et in mediis efiulget curia cafiris. 

.Ciwid. in «rC.Qn£ Hoaonif 5. 

j ii u ' JiriSa/que procul radiare fecures. 

In -CoDf. Prob. 429. 
^ See Valefiua ad Amnaan. MarcelCn. L xzii. c. 7. 
** Aufpice mox keto fonuit clamore tribunal ; 

Te fafios ineunte quater ; folemnia ludit 

Omnia libertas : dedudhmi vindice morem 

]Lex fervaty famulufque jugo laxatb herilL 

jOucitur, et grato remeat fecurior idtu. 

Claudian in iv CoaC Honoriji 611. 

P 3 tion^ 
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CHAP, tion ; in Carthage, Antioch, and Alexandria^ 
^^ ^ from the love of pleafure and the fuperfluity of 
wealth •'. In the two capitals of the empire 
the annual games of the theatre, the circus, 
and the amphitheatre % cp(l four thouiand 
pounds of gold, (about) one hundred and fixty 
thoufand pounds ilerling : and if fo heavy an 
expence furpafled the faculties or the inciina« 
tion of the magiftrates themfelves, the fum was 
fupplied from the Imperial treafury*'.. As foon 
as the confuls had difcharged thefe cuflomary 
duties, they were at liberty to retire into the 
ihade of private life, and to enjoy during the 
remainder of the year, the undiilurbed contem- 
plation of their own greatnefs. They no. longer 
prefided in the national councils; they npjonger 
executed the refolutions of peace or war. Their 
abilities (unlefs they were employed in more 
effective offices) were of little moment; and. 
their names ferved only as the legal date of the 
year in which they liad filled the chair of Ma- 
rius and of Cicero. Yet it was ftill felt and 
acknowledged, in the laft period of Roman fer- 
vitude, that this empty name. might be com- 
pared, and even preferred, to the poffeffion of 

^ Celebnmt quidem folemnes ifios diesy omnet ubique uibes quae 
fub legibus agunt ; et Roma de more, et ConftaPtifKyoUs de imita- 
tione^ et Antiochia pro hxxvLt et difciii<^a Carthago» et domus 
fluminis Alexandria^ fed Treviri Principis beneficio. Aufoniui in 
Grat. Adtione* 

^ Claudian (in Conf. Mall. Theodody »79— 331.) defcribes, ir. 
a lively and fanciful manner, the various games of the drcusy the 
theatre, and the amphitheatre, exhibited by the nevtr conful. The 
ianguinary combats of gladiators had abready been prohibited. 

9' Procopius ia Jlifi. Aj:caiia» c, 26. 

fubftantial 
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fubftantial power. The title <rf* conful was ftill chap. 
tb^ moft Iplendid obje^ of ambition, the noUeft ^ ^^" , 1, 
reward of virtue and loyalty. The emperors 
themfelves. Who difdained the faint ihadoW of 
the republic^ were confciaus that they acquired 
an additional ^lendour and tticyedy as oflen as 
they afliuned the annual h<Mlours of th« confular 
dignity **. 

The proudeft and inoft perfeiSt feparation Thepatn- 
which cau be found in any age or country^ be* ^^^ 
tween the nobles and the people, is perha{M9 
that of the Patricians and the Plebeians, as it 
was eftabliihed in the iirft age of the Roman 
republic. Wealth and honours, the offices of 
the ftate, and the ceremonies of religion, were 
admoft exdulively poflefled by the former j wha 
preferving the purity of their blood with the 
moft iiifultirigjealoufy*^, held their clients in 
a condition of fpecious vaflalage. But thefe 
diftindlions, fo incompatible with the ipirit of 
a free people, were removed, after a long 
ftruggle, by the perfevering efforts of the Tri- 
bunes. The moft afilive and fuccefeful of the 
Hebefans aceutnulated wealth, afpired to ho- 

^^ In Confuktu honos fine labore fufcipitur. (Mamertin in 
Panegyr* Vet* xi. %.y This. exalted idea of the confulihip is borrowed 
from an Oration (iu. p. 107.) pronounced by Julian in the ier- 
vile court of ConfUntius. See the Abbe de la Bleterie (Memoires 
de I'Academiey torn. xxiv. p. 2%^»)f who delights to purfue the 
veftiges of the old coniUtutiony and who fometimes finds them in 
his copipus fancy. 

^^ Intermarriages between the Patricians and Plebeians were pro-* 
hibited by the laws of the XII Tables^ and the uniform operations 
of human nature may atteft that the cuftom furvived the law. See 
in Liyy« (iv, i— 6.) the prkle of family urged by the conful, and 
th9 rights of mankind aflerted by the tribune Canuleius. 

D 4 nours, 
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c H A. p. nours, deferyed triumphs, coDtra€l:ed aUiances^ 
and, after fbtne generations, aflumed the pride 
of ancient nobility ^\ The Patrician families, 
on the other hand, whofe original number was 
never recruited till the end of the common- 
wealth, either failed in the ordinary courie of 
nature, or were extinguifhed in fb many foreign 
and domeflic wars, or, through a want of merit 
or fortune, infenfibly mingled with the mafs of 
the people '^ Very few remained who could 
derive their pure and geniiine origin from the 
infancy of the city, or even from that of the 
republic, when Ca^far and Auguftus, Claudius 
and Vefpafian, created from the body of the 
fenate a competent number of new Patri- 
cian families, in the hope of perpetuating an 
order, which was ftill confidered as honour-r 
fible and facred ^. But thefe artificial fupplies 

(in 

9* See the animated pi^hires drawn by Salluft} in the Jugurthine 
war, of the pride of the nobles, and even of the virtuous Metellu8» 
who was unable to broo); the idefi that th^ honour pf the confnKhip 
ihould be beftowed on the obfcure inerit of his lieutenant Marius 
(€•64.). Two hundred years before, the race of the Metelli 
themfelves were confounded among the Plebeians of Rome; and 
from the etymology of their name of Caciliusy there is reafon 
tq believe th^t thof^ haughty nobles derived their origin from a 
iiitler. 

^ In the year of Rome 800, very few remained, not only of the 
old Patrician' families, but even of thofe which had been created by 
Csfar and Auguflus. (Tacit. Annal. xi. 25.). The family ^ 
Scaurus (a branch of the Patrician iEmilii) was degraded fo low 
that his father, who exercifed the trade of a charcoal merchant* 
left him only ten ilaves, and fomewhat lefs than three hundred 
pounds fterUng. (Valerius Maximus, 1. iv. c. 4. n. 11., Aurel. 
Vidlor in Scauro.)^ The family was iaved from oblivion by the 
|nerit of the fon. 

^ Tacit. Annal. xi. 25. Dion Caifiu^ L iiL p. 693. The vir« 
(ues of Agricpla> who was created a j^atridan by the Emperor Ye- 

fpafiai|> 
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(in wbich the reigning houfe was always indud- CHAP. 
ed) were rapidly fwept away by the rage of ty- , ^^^^ 
rants, by frequent revolutions, by the change of 
manners, and by the intermixture of ^lations'^ 
Little more was left when Conftantine afcended 
the throne, than a vague and imperfe6); tradition, 
that the Patricians had once been the firfl of the 
Romans. To form a body of nobles, whofe influ- 
ence may reftrain, while it fecures the authority 
of the monarch, would have been very incon- 
fiftent with the chara6ter and policy of Conftan* 
tine ; but had he ferioufly entertained fuch a de- 
fign, it might have exceeded the meafure of his 
power to ratify, by an arbitrary edi6t, an inftitu- 
tion which muft expert the fan6);ion of time and 
of opinion. He revived, indeed, the title of Pa* 
TRiciANs, but he revived it as a perfonal, not as 
an hereditary diftinSlion. They yielded only to 
the tranfient fuperiority of the annual confuls^ 
but they enjoyed the pre-eminence over all the 
great officers of flate, with the moil familiar ac- 
cefs to the perfon of the prince. This honour, 
able rank was beftowed on them for life ; and as 
they were ufually favourites, and minifters who 
had. grown old in the Imperial court, the true 



rpafian> refle^ed honour on that ancient order; bubhls inctfUas had 
not any claim beyond an Equeffaian nobility. 

^ This failure would have been ahnoft impoffiUe if It were true» 
as Cafaubon compels Aurelius Vidtor to affirm (ad Sueton. in Cadar. 
c. 4a. See Hilt Auguft. p. 203. and Cafaubon Comment, p. 220.), 
chat Vefpafian created at once a thouiand F^itridan families. But this 
fztravagant number is too much even for the whole Senatorial order* 
vnleis we ihould include all the Roman knights who were diftinguiflie4 
p7 the permiffion of wearing the laticlave. 

etymology 



4^ 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 



C HA P* etymology of the word was perverted by igntf* 
■l3^_p ranee and flattery ; and the Partricians of Con*, 
llantine were reverenced as the adopted Fathers 
of the Emperor and the republic^^ 
The Prae- IL The fortunes of the Praetorian praefe£U 
^""» were effentially different from thofe of the con- 
^^ ^ fuls and partricians* The lattei: faw their ah* 
cient greaitnefs evaporate in a vain title. The 
former^ riiing by degrees from the mod humbk 
condition, wereinveiled withtheciviland military 
adminiflration of the Roman world. From the 
reign of Severus to that of Diocletian, the guards 
and the palace, the laws and the finances, the 
armies and the provinces, were entrufled to their 
fuperintending care j and, like the Vizird of the 
Eail, they held with one hand the feal, and with 
the other the ftandard, of the empire. The ambi- 
tion of the prdefe6ts, alwaysformidable, andfdme-* 
times fatal to the mailers whom they ferved, 
was fupported by the ftrength of the Prestorian 
bands ; but after thofe haughty troops had been 
Wjeakened by Diocletian, and finally fiipptefled 
by Conftantine, the praeffefiks, who furvived their 
fall, were reduced without difficulty to the fixa- 
tion of ufeful and obedient minifters. When t2iey 
were no longer reiponfible for the fafety of the 
Emperor's perfon, they refigned the jurifdi£tion 
which they had hitherto claimed and exercifed 
over all the departftients of the palace. They 
were deprived by Confliantine of all military com- 
mand, as foon as they had ceafed to lead into the 

^* ZdbtttMy I. a. p. xz8. ; and Oodefroy ad Cod. Theodof. I. vL 
tit. vi 

field. 
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fltsld, under their immediate orders, the flower of c H A ? 
the Roman troops ; and at length, by a Angular ^^^^ 
revolutions the captains of the guards were tranf- 
fqrmed into the civil magiftrates of the provinces^ 
According to the plan pf government infl^ituted 
by Diocletian, the four princes had each their 
Praetorian praefedl ; and after the monarchy wask 
once more united in the perfon of Conflantine, he 
flill continued to create the fame number of four 
PREFECTS, and entruiled to their care the fame 
provinces which they already adminiftered, i . The 
praefe£i: of the Eaft ftretched his ample jurifdic- 
tion into the three parts of the globe which were 
fulye^t to the Romans, from the cataradls of the 
Nile to the banks of the Phafis, and from the 
mountains of Thrace to the frontiers of Perfia. 
2* The important provinces of Pannonia, Dacia, 
Macedonia, and Greece, once acknowledged the 
authority of the praafe6t of lUyricuou 3. The 
power of the praBfefl;,of Italy was not confined 
to the country from whence he derived his title ; 
it extended over the additional territory of 
Rhaetia as far as the banks of the Danube, over 
the dependent ifl^nds of the Mediterranean, and 
over that part of the continent of Africa which 
lies between the confines of Cyreneand thofe of 
Tingitania. 4. The praefe^ of the Gauls com- 
prehended under that plural denomination the 
kindred provinces of Britaiii and Spain, and his 
authority was obeyed, from the wall of Antoninus 
to the foot of Mount Atlas^^. 

After 

^ Zofimu's^ 1. 11. p. io9» no. If we Kad not fortunately pof« 
ieiledthis latisfadloiy account of the diviilQa of the power and pro- 
vinces 
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CHAP. After the Prastorian prsBfedts had been difinifl 
fed from all military command, the civil func- 
tions which they were ordained to exercife over 
fo many fubjeft nations, were adequate to the 
ambition and abilities of the mod confummatemi^ 
nifters. To their wifdom was committed the fii- 
preme adminiftationof juftice and of the finances, 
the two obje6ts which, in a ftate of peace, com* 
prehend almoft all the refpe6l;ive duties of the 
fovereign and of the people ; of the former, to 
prote6l the citizens who are obedient to Hie 
laws ; of the latter, to contribute the (hare of 
their property which is required for the expences 
of the date* The coin, the highways, the pofls, 
the granaries, the manufactures, whatever could 
int^refl the public profperity, was moderated by 
the authority of the Praetorian praefefils. As the 
immediate reprefentatives of the Injperial ma^ 
jefty, they were empowered to explain, toenforce, 
and on fome occafions to modify, the general 
edicts by their difcretionaryproclamations. They 
watched over the conduft of the provincial go« 
yernors, removed the negligent, and infli6led 
punifhments on the guilty. From all the inferior 
jurifdi6lions, an appeal in every matter of im- 
portance, either civil or criminal, might be 
brought before the tribunal of the praefefil : but 
his fentence was final and abfolute ; and the em^ 
perprs themfelves refufed to admit any complaints 
^ainft the judgment or the integrity of a magii. 

vinces of the Ptaetonan pnefe^ we Ihould frequently have beeii 
l^rplexed amidft the copioiis details cf the Code^ in^ the circ\i|nfb]^ 
^ minmtoeft oi |he Notitia, 

IP ilrate 
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ftrate whom they honoured with fuch unbounded c H A P. 
confidence "^ His appointments were fuitable ^^^ ^ 
to his dignity '''' ; and if avarice was his ruling 
paffion, he enjoyed frequent opportunities of 
c6lle6ling a rich harveft of fees, of prefents, 
and of perquifites* Though the emperors np 
longer dreaded the ambition of their praefefls, 
they were attentive to counterbalance the power 
of this great office by the uncertainty and ihort* 
nefs of its duration '°^ 

From their fuperior importance and' dignity, ilie pne^ 
Rome and Conftantinople were alone excepted ^ ^ 
from the jurifdi6lion of the Praetorian praefe3:s* ConfUmr 
The immenfe fize of the city, and the experience "^P"^ 
of the tardy, ineffe6lual operation of the laws,had 
furnifhed the. policy of Auguftus with a fpecious 
pretence for introducing a new magiftrate, who 
alone could reftrain a fervile and turbulent popu^ 



'°^ See a law of Conftantine lumfelf. A praefe^lia autem pm^ 
torio proYOcarey non iinimus. Cod. Juiluiiany 1. vii. tit. Ixii. leg. 19* 
Chsai&aSf a lawyer of the time of Conflantine (Heinec. Hift» 
Juri$ Romanif p. 349* )> ^^ admits this law as a fimdamenta) 
^ffiiiciple of jurifprudencey compares the Praetorian prsefedls to thi 
mailers of the horfe of the ancient di^tors. Ftode^. L L 
tit.xL 

'°' When Juftihian, in the exhaufted condition of the empirey 
inftituted a Praetorian praEfe<5l for Africa^ he allowed him a falar^ 
of one hundred pounds of gold. Cod. Juftinian. I. i. tit. xxvii* 
leg. I. 

'°' For thisy and the other dignities of the empire^ it may be 
fufficient to refer to the ample commentaries of Pancirolus and 
Godefroyy idio have diligently colle^ed and accurately digefted in 
their proper order all the legal and hiflorical materials. From thofe 
authors. Dr. Howell (Hiftory of the World, vol. ii. p. a4 — 77.) 
Jiad deduced a very diftindl abridgment of the ftate of the Roman 

lace. 
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CHAP, kcd by the ftrong arm of arbitrary pow^r ^"^K 
^^^ Valerius Meflaila was appointed the firft praefei9: 
of Rome, that his reputation might countenance 
fo invidious a meaihre : but at the end of a few 
days, that accompliflied citizen '""^ refigned his 
office, declaring with a fpirit worthy of the friend 
of Brutus, that he found himfelf incapable of ex- 
ercifing a power incompatible with public free- 
dom '""K As the fenfe of liberty became lefs ex- 
quifite, the advantages of order were more 
clearly underftood ; and the prsefeS;, who feemed 
to have been defigned as a terror only to flaves 
and vagrants, Was permitted to extend his civil 
and criminal jurifdidtion over the equeftrian and 
noble families of Rome. The praetors, annually 
created as the judges of law and^quity, could not 
long diQ>ute the poffeilion of the Forum with a 

">3 Tacit. Annal. vi. iz. Eufeb. in Chnm* p. z^^* Dion Caf* 
£u89 in the oration of Maecenas (1. vii. p. 675 •)^ defcribes the pre« 
rogatives of the prefect <^ the city as they were eftabliflied in his 
own time* 

"^ The fame of Meflatta has been ksircdy e^ual to hb merits 
In the earlieft youth he was recommended by Ciqero jto the finend". 
Ihip of Brutus. He followed the fiandard of the republic till it wai 
broken in the fields of PhiHppi : he then accepted and deferved the 
favour of the moil moderate of the conquerors; and uniformly 
aflerted his freedom and dignity in the court of Auguflus. The 
triumph of Meflaila was juiced by the conqueft of Aquitain* As 
an orator^ he difputed the palm of eloquence with Cicero him- 
felf. Meflaila cultivated every mufe^ and was the patron of every 
man of genius. He {ptnt his evenings in philofophic converfation 
with Horace; aflumed bis place at table between Delia and Ti' 
bullus ; and amufed his leifixre by encouraging the poetical talents 
of young Ovid. 

'°5 Indvilem efle potelhitem conteftans, lays the tranflator of 
Eufebius. Tacitus exprdles tho fame idea ior other yrords: quaft 
nefcius ezercendU 

vigorous 
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vigorous and permanent magiftrate, who was c H a ?• 
ufually admitted into the confidence of the . J^^"'_^ 
prince. Their courts were deferted, their num* 
ber, which had once fluctuated between twelve 
and eighteen '•*, was gradually reduced to two 
or three, and their important functions were 
confined to the expenfive obligation *°^ of exhi- 
biting games for the amufement of the people. 
After the office of the Roman confuls had" been 
changed into a vain pageant, which was ifkrely 
dilplayed in the capital, the praefedls aifumed 
their vacant place in the fenate, and werefoon 
acknowledged as the ordinary prefidents of that 
venerable aflembly. They received appeals 
from the diftance of one hundred miles ; and it 
was allowed as a principle of jurifpnidence, that 
all municipal authority was derived from them 
alone "^^4 In the difcharge of his laborious em- 
ployment, the governor of Rome was affifted by 
fifteen officers, fome of whom had been ori- 
ginally his equals, or even his fuperiors. The 
principal departments were relative to thi com- 
mand of a numerous watch, eftablifhed as a 

'*^ See lipftii?, PxcucAis I), ad i lib. Tacit. AnnaL 
*^7 Heiueccii Element. Juris Civilis fecund, ordinem Pande<Jl. 
torn. L p. yd. 8ee likewife Spanheim de Ufu Numiimatumy torn. ii. 
diflertaUXt p* II9* In th^ year 4509 Martian publiili6d a law* 
that tbri^ citizens fhpuld be annually created Prsetors of Conftanti- 
nople by ttie choice of the fenate, but with their own cogent. Cod. 
^Juftiiiian. I. i. tit, xxxix. kg. ». ^ 

*"® Quidquid igitur intra urbem admittitur, ad P. U. vidctur per- 
tine^e ; fed et fiquid intra centefimum milliarium. Ulpiaa in Pan« 
de(5l. l.i. tit. xiii. n. i. He proceeds to enumerate the, various ofBice; 
of thQ praefe(5l, who, in the code of Juftinan (1, i, tit. xxxix. leg- 3.)» 
18 declared to precede and command all city magiilratesi fine injuxil 
ac detrimento honoris alieni. 

fafe- 
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CHAP. &feguard againft fires, robberies^ and no6):uraa( 
V /^L^ diforders ; the cuftody and diftribution of the 
public allowance . of corn and provifions j the 
care of the port, of the aquedu6i:s, of the com- 
mon fewers, and of the navigation and bed of 
the Tyber; the infpeftion of the markets^ 
the theatres, and of the private as well as 
public works. Their vigilance enfured the thred' 
principal obje6is of a regular police, fafety, 
plenty, and cleanlinefs; and as a proof of the 
attention of government to preferve the fplen- 
dour and ornaments of the capital, a particular 
infpe6tor was appointed for the ftatues ; the guar« 
dian, as it were, of that inaniniate people, which, 
"^ according to the extravagant computation of an 
old writer, was fcarcely inferior in number ta 
the living inhabitants of Rome. About thirty 
years afler the foundation of Conilantinople, a 
fimilar magiftrate was created in that rifing me« 
tropolis, for the fame ufes and with the fame 
powers. A perfe6l equality was eflabliflied be* 
tween the dignity of the two municipal, and that 
of the^wr praetorian, praefe6ls '*^. 
The pro- Thofe who, in the Imperial hierarchy, were 
^^ diftinguiflied by the title of RefpeBable, formed 
fedity&c. an intermediate clafs between the iUtL/hrious 
praefefts, and the honourable magiftrates of the 
provinces. In this clafs the proconfuls of Afia, 
Achaia, and Africa, claimed a pre-eminence, 

"^ Befides our ufual guides, we may obferve, that Felix Can- 
telorius has written a feparate treatife, De Praefedio Urbis; and 
that many curious details concerning the police of Rome and Con- 
'fiantinople are contained in the fourteenth book of the Theodofian 
Code. 

which 
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Which was yielded to the remembrance of their C hap, 
ancient dignity; and the appeal from their tribunal ^^^* 
to that of the praefeftS wad almdft the only mark 
of their dependence '°. But the civil government 
of the empire was diftributed intd thirteen great 
DIOCESES, each of which equalled the juft meafure 
of a powerful kingdom. The firft of thefe dio- 
cefes was fubjedlt to the jufifdidlion of the count 
of thig eaft; and we may convey fome idest of the 
importance and variety of his fundiionS, by ob- 
ferving, that fix hundred apparitors, who Would 
be ftyled at prtefent either feeretaries, or clerks, or 
uftiers. Of meflfengers;, were employed in his im- 
mediate office "'; The place of Augii/ial ptctfed 
of Egypt was ilo longer filled by a Romati knight; 
but the name was retained ; and the extraordi- 
nary powers which the fituation of the country, 
and the temper of the iiihalntants, had once 
made indifpenfable, were ftill continued to the 
governor. The eleven rernaining diocefes, of 
Afiana, Pontica^ and Thrace; of Macedonia, Da- 
cia, and Pannonia, or Wefl:ern Illyricum; of Italy 
and Afirica; of Gaul, Spain, and Britain * were 
governed hy twelve vkars^ or vice prctfeiis '"^ 

"° jSmutpius afifirtnsy that the prpconful of Afia was independent 
6f the prsefe^; which mufly however^ be underftood with fome 
allowance ; the jurifdi<5lion of the vxce-prasfe6t he moft afluredly dif-^ 
' daimed. PanciroluBy p. 161. 

"* The proconful of Africa had four hundred apparitors; and 
they all received large f^aries^ either firom the treafury or the pro- 
. iHiicei See Pancirol. p. z6. and Cod. Jufiinian. 1. xii. tit. lyi. Ivii. 

'''^ In Italy there was likewife the Vicar of Rome. It liAs been 
much difputedi whether his jurifdidtion meifured one hundred miles 
from the city^ or whether it firettihed over the ten fouthem pro- 
'▼inces of Italyi ; ^ 

VOL. III. te . 1 whofc 
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CHAP, wkdfb name fufficiently fexpkio^ the nature and 
^^^* , depebdence erf* their office It may be added, 
that the lieuten^t-generate of the iU^mati 
armies, the military counts and dukes^ who^Ul 
be hereafter mentioned, were allowed the raak 
and title of RefpeBabk. 
The go- Ad the i|»rit of jealouly and ofleiatatioti 
"J^^^ prevailed in the councils of the empericmi, 
they proceeded with anxious di%ence to di- 
vide the fubftance ^t^ to multiply the titles of 
power. The vaft countries which the HMdati 
conquerors had united under the ikme ifim- 
ple form of adminiftration, wet^ amperce|>ti-* 
4% crumbled into minute fragments $ till at- 
letigth the whole empire was diflpibuted into 
one hundred and fixteen provinces, each df 
which fupported ian '^xpenfive and %l^idid 
eftabKihm^it. Of thefe, thrce were governed 
by procoti/Uk^ thitty-feven bjr coT^/ulars^ jSive 
Jby corr€&ors^ and feventy-one by .pnefidents. 
The appellatiotis of thefe magiftrates were 
different; the)r ranked in fucceffive order, 
the enligns of their dignity ^ere «curiauily 
varied, and their Situation, from aecidental 
circumftances, might be more of lefs agree- 
able or advantageous. But 4b^ mei^ all 
'0^ceptittg only thfejirocorifuls) ^alike ittcludea 
in the claifs of honourable perfons^ «and 4bey 
ivere alike entrdfted, dorftig'the pleiaftrre of the 
prince, an^ under the authority of the )|H:8e£ei^ 
*fr their dfepiities,i^lth'thfe admhiifkration of^ juf- 
tice and the finances in their rofpeiSlive diftrlS^g. 
The ponderous volumes of the Gddcss wsA 
iC faiide£fai 
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Piwide^'^'^ would fiirflifli lampl^ m^ml^fov » ^ H 4 E. 
minui^ -enquiry into the fyftem of provincial 
government^ 4s in tb^ fpsuce of fi]^ centuries it 
was imprav^d by the wifiioin of the Eoman 
ftttefinpn ^nd hwy^r^^ U m^y be iiiflicient for 
the hiftoritn to fdaa two fingul^'r and f^lutary 
pravifions, intended to reftrain th^p abuf^ of 
authority, i , Eof th^ pr^fervation of pea^e ;and 
order, the govi^rnofis of tha provinces wer^ 
armed with the fwoid pf juflice. Th^y infli^^d 
eoiporal punifliments, and th^y ^xercifed, in. 
capital offences, the power of life and death. 
But they were not auth^rifed to indnlgie tjl^ 
condemned criminal with the choipe of his owm 
ei^ecution, or to pro.noun(je a fentence of th^ 
mildeft and mioft honourable kind of exile* The£^ 
prerogatives were referved to the prasfeAs, who 
alona could impofe the heavy fin« of fifty ponnda 
of gold; their vicegerents wf^re cojjifinfjd to the 
trifling weight of a ft w ounces ''\ This diftinc- 
tion^ which feems to grant the larger, while it 
denies the fmaller degree of authority^ waa 
fotuided on a very rational inotive. The fmaller 
degree was infinitely more liable to abufe. The 
payffions of a provincial magiftrate might fre- 
quently provoke him into a^ls q( oppreflion, 

"^ Among the works of tl^e cele|)rated Ulpan^ there was one ip 
teu h90h»9 ^e§mQtm»$ tiw it&« Pf « procpnfMJy whofe duties in th« 
meft «ffe9tial artifl^ wmi A» &m^ a» tbofe of ^ ord^^^ governor 
of a (wovwicei. 

"* The preiidentsy or confulars; could impofe only two ounces j 
the vice-prsefe^Sy three ; the proconfulsy count of the eftfty and 
pr^feA of Egypt, fix. See Heineccii Jur. Civil, tom. i. p. 75. 
Pandedl* 1. zlnu. tit. xuc. n. ft. Cod. Juftiaian* 1. i. tit. Uv. leg. 4* 6. 

E 2 which 
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CHAP, which affected only the freedom or the fortunes 
. ^^^^ ^^ *^® fubje6l J though, from a principle of 
prudence, perhaps of humanity, he might ftill 
be terrified by the guilt of innocent blood. It 
may likewife be Confidered, that exile, confi-r 
derable fines, or the choice of an eafy death, 
relate more particularly to the rich and the 
noble ; and the perfons the moft expofed to the 
avarice or refentment of a provincial magiftrate, 
were thus removed from his obfcure perfecution 
to the more auguft and impartial tribunal of the 
Praetorian praefefit. 2. As it was reafonably 
apprehended that the integrity of the judge 
might be biaffed if his intereft was concerned, 
or hi* affedlions were engaged ; the ftri6teft 
regulations were eflablifhed to exclude any per- 
fon, without the fpecial difpenfation of the em- 
peror, from the government of the province 
tsrhere he was born"^; and to prohibit the 
governor or bis fon from contra6ting marriage 
with a native, or an inhabitant"*; or from 
purchafing flaves, lands, or houfes, within the 
extent of his jurifdi6tion "^ Notwithftanding 

"^ Ut nuUi patri^ fuse adminiflratio fine fpeciall principis per- 
ihiiTit permittatur. Cod. Jufiinian. 1. i. tit. xli. This law was firft 
enabled by the Emperor Marcus^ after the rebellion of Caflius (Dion. 
Llxxi.) The fame regulation is obferved in China* with equal 
ftridlnefs, and with equal eife^. 

"^ PandeA. l.xxiii. tit.ii. tt. 3^. 57. (^3. 

""^ In jure continetur* ne quis in adminifbatione conftitutus ali- 
quid compararet. Cod. Theod. 1. viii. tit. xv. leg. z. This maxim 
of common law was enforced by a feiies of edi<Sts (fee the remainder 
of the title) from Confiantine to Juftin. From this prohibition* 
which is extended to the meaneft offices of the govemor» they 
except only clothes and provifions. The purchafe within five years 
may be recovered ; after which^ o« ioforauitiont it devolves to the 
treafury. 

thefe 
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thefe rigorous precautions, the Emperor Conftan- chap. 
tine, after a reign of twenty-five years, ftill de- ,J^^'^ 
plores the venal and oppreffive adminiftration of 
julUce^and expreflesthewarmeft indignation that 
the audience of the judge, his difpatch of bufi* 
Defs, his feafonable delays, and his final fentence, 
were publicly fold, either by himfelf or by the 
officers of hi^ court The continuance, and per,, 
haps the impunity, of thefe crimes, is attefted by, 
the repetition of impotent laws, and ineffe6lual 
menaces "% 

All the civil magiftrates were drawn from the '^® P^ 
profefBon of the law. The celebrated Inftitutes the Tw^ 
of Juftinian are addrefled to the youth of his 
dominions, who had devoted themfelyes to the 
ftudy of Roman j urifprudence ; and the fovereiga 
condefcends to animate their diligence, by the 
aflurance thjat their fkiW and ability would in time 
be rewarded by an adequate Oiare in the govern- 
ment of the republic "^ The rudiments of this 
lucrative fcience were taught in all the confider- 
able cities of the eaft and weft ; but the moft fa^ 
mous fchool was that of Bery tus "°, on the coaft 

of 

"^ Ceifent rapace9 j^m mate officiaiiura manus ; ceilbnty inquam ; 
Haxa ii moniti ;ioii cefFaverixit) gl^diis prsecidentury 8cc, Cod. 
Theod. 1. i. tit. viL leg. i. Zeno enad^ed^ that all governors fliould 
remain in the province^ to anfwer any accufationsy fifty days after 
the expiration of thnr pow«r. Cod. JuAiniasi. 1« ii. tit. xlix. leg. i. 

"' Sumrad igitur ope, et akcri ftudio has leges nofiras accipite ; 
tt volnietipfos iic eruditos oftendite, ut fpes vos pulcherrima foveat » 
toto le^^timo opere peHiedlo^ pofie edam noflram rempublicam in 
partibus ejus vobis credendis gubernari. Juflinian. in proem. Infii- 
tuttonum. 

''^ The fplcndor of the fchool of Berytus, which preferved in the 
eaft the language and jurifpnidence of the Romanst may be com* 

E 3 putc4 
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C H A P. of Phoenicia ; which flourifted above three cen 



^* J turies from the time of Alexander Severus, the 



author perhaps of an inftitution fo advantageous 
to his native country. After a regular courfe of 
education, which lafted five years, the ftudents 
dilperfed themfelves through the provinces, in 
fearch of fortune and honours ; nor could they 
want an ine:fchauftible fupply of bufinefs in a great 
empire, already corrupted by the multiplicity of 
laws, of arts, and of vices. The court of the 
Praetorian praefedl of the eaft could alone furnifti 
employment for one hundred and fifty advocates, 
fixty-four of whom were diftinguiflied by peculiar 
privileges, and two Were annually chofen with a 
falary of fixty pounds of gold, to defend the 
caufes of the treafury. The firft experiment was 
made of their judicial talents, by appointing them 
to a6l occafionally as affefforsto the magiftrates; 
from thence they were often raifed to prelide in 
the tribunals before which they had pleaded. 
They obtained the government of a province ; 
and, by the aid of merit, of reputation, or of fa- 
vour, they afcended, by Ibcceffive fteps, to the 
illuflrious dignities of the ftate '". In the practice 

of 

puted to have lafted from tlte third to the middle of the iixth cen- 
tury. Heinecc. Jur. Rom. HifL p. 351 —-35 6. 

"' As in a formet pei^ I huve traced the €h^ and fnOltaf^ pro« 
motion of Peitinaxi I flufil here iiifeft the dvil hoinoiirs of Mallius 
Theedoni&r i/ He was diftingmflied by hi* eloqitenfey while he 
fdeaded is an adrocxte 'm. the eourl of th^ PratoritR praefe^ttf a< He 
goT^med one of the provhices of Miica^ either as ^fident or con- 
fular, and deferved^ by his adminiftrationy the honour of a brafs 
fkitue. 3. He was appointed vicary or vice-prsefeA of Macedonia. 
4* QiMftor* s* Count of (he iacred largeiTes. 6. Firsetorian prsefedl 

of 
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of tbe bar, thefe men h^A cdnfidared reafon as c H A P. 
the inftniment of difpute ; they interpreted the ^^ 
laws according to the dictates of private intereft ; 
and the fame pernicious habits might ftill adhere 
to their chara6ler3 in the public adminiflnition of 
the ftate. The honour of a liberal profeffion has 
indeed been vindicated by ancient and modem 
advocates, who have filled the moil important 
flations, with pure integrity, and eohfiimmate 
wifdom: but in the decline of Roman Jjuriipru* 
dence, the ordinary promotion of lawyers was 
pregnant with mifchief and difgrace. The noble 
art, which had once been preferved as the facred 
inheritance of the patricians, wa» fallen into 
the hands of freedmen and plebeians % who, 
with cunning rather than with (kill, exercifed a 
fordid and pernicious trade. Some of them pro» 
cured admittance into families for the purpoib 
of fomenting differences, of encouraging fuit9, 
and of preparing a harveft of gain foi* them^ 
£dves or their brethren. Others, reclufe in their 

^ijie Gdu]«; viuJift he nugbt yet b^ repr^femed as « y^ws wau 
7* After a retreat^ perhaps a ^grzccy of many years, which Ma(I<r 
Ktts (confbtmded by foikie crkics with the poet ManOkWy ft« 9abH« 
cw Biblipthec* Xttin. Bdit* Enwft* torn, i* c. i8. p. 591.} gmyig^fi 
in the ftudy of the Grecian philofophy, he was named Praetorian 
praefe^l of Italy, in the year 397* 8. While he llill exercifed that 
great oiAce, he was created, in die year 399, poniol for the WeiJ ; 
and his name, on account of the infamy of his cpUeagae^ the eunvs^ 
KntropSos^ often ftandf akne in the FaiU. 9. In the yeiar 4Qi^ 
MaHius was appointed a fecond time Fkraetoriaa pnefe^ of I^^iy. 
Bven in the yexal panegviic of Claudian, we may ^cover the nierif 
of MaHius Theodorus, wno, by a rare fetidty, was the intifnate 4ri^l 
both of Symmachtt9 and of St. Auguftin. 9ee TiUempnt, f^ <}es 
Imp. i«ra.T. p. iiio — iji4» 

^ i/bxD&cAxm ia Ptncgyr* Vnt^xi* %o^ AvftidiM jpust Ho^ 
tium* p* X500. 

£ 4 chambers. 
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CHAR chambers, maintained the dignity of legal pr(v 
XVII. feffors, by furnifliing a rich client with fubtle- 
ties to confound the plained truths, and with 
arguments to colour the raoft unjuftifiable pre- 
tenfions* The fplendid and popular clafs was 
compofed of the advocates, who filled the Forum 
with the found of their turgid and loquacious 
rhetoric. Carelefs of fame and of juftice, they 
are defcribed, for the mod part, as ignorant 
and rapacious guides, who conducted their 
clients through a maze of expence, of delay, 
and of difappointment ; from whence, after a 
tedious feries of years, they were at length dif- 
miffed, when their patience and fortune were 
^moft exhaufted "^ 
^hemiii- HI, Jn the fyftcm of policy introduced by 
cws.*' Auguftus, the governors, thofe at leaft of 
the Imperial provinces, were invefted with 
the full powers of the fovereign himfelf. MU 
nifters of peace and war, the diftribution of 
rewards and punifliments depended on them 
alone, and they fucceffivdy appeared on their 
tribunal in the robes of civil magiftracy, and 
in complete armour at the head of the Ro- 
man legions '^\ The influence of the revenue, 

"3 The curious paflage of Ammianijs (1. xxx. c. 4)9 in whicli lie 
padnts the manners of contemporary lawyers, affords a fbrange mix- 
ture of found fenfe, falfe rhetoric, aijd extravagant fatire. Godefinoy 
(JEVolegqm, ad Cod. Theod. c, i. p. i^;.) fupports the Juftorianby 
llmilar^complamtsy and authentic fadls. In the fourth century^ n^uiy 
camels might haye been laden with law books. Eunapiu^ in Vet* 
]fdefii, p. 72. 

, *^ Se^ a very fplendid example in the Life of Agricqia, particu-* 
larly c. %Oy a I. The lieutenant of firitadn was entrufted with the 
£ime powers which Cicero, proconful of Cilicia) had exercifed in 
f he ns^me of the fenate and people. 

10 th^ 
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the authority of law,* and the command <rf a CH AP, 
military force concurred to. render their power ^^^^^* 
fupreme and abfolute ; and whenever they 
were tempted to violate their allegiance, the 
Ipyal province which they involved in their rebeU 
lion, was fcarcely fenfible of any change in its 
political (late, ^rom the time of Commodus to 
the reign of Conftantine, near one hundred 
governors might be enumerated^ who, with 
various fuccefs, erected the ftandard of revolt; 
and though the innocent were too often &cri- 
ficed, the guilty might be fometimes prevented, 
by the fufpicious cruelty of their mafter "^ To 
fecure his throne and the public tranquillity from 
thefe formidable fervants, Gonftantine relblved 
to divide the military from the civil adminiilra-^ 
tion ; and to eftablifli, as a permaiient and pro- 
feffional di(lin6tion, a practice which had been 
adopted only as an occafional expedient. The 
fupreme jurifdi6lioti exercifed by the Prastorian 
praefedls over <the armies of the empire, was 
transferred to the two mq/iers general whom he 
inftituted, the one for the cavalry-^ the other 
for the infantry; and though each of thefe 
illii/irious o&cei& was more peculiarly refponfible 
for the difcjpUne of thofe trppips which were un- 
der his immediate infpedlion, they both indif- 
ferently commanded in the field the feveral bo- 
dies, whether of hbrfe or foot, which were united 

''* The Abbe Dubos, who has examined with accuracy (fee Hi(t. 
dela Monarchie Frangoife, torn. i. p. 41—100. edit. 174a.) the inftitu* 
tions of Auguftus and of Conftantine, bbferves, that if Odto had been 
put to death the day before he executed his coofpiracy^'Otibtowouli} 
paw apjpear in hiftory as innocent as Corbulo. 

in 
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CH A R in the fiune aitny "^^ Their number was foon 
J^^ dtoubled by the divifioii of the eafl ind Weft ; 
and as Separate generals of tlfe fame rank and 
title were appointed on the four important fron- 
tiers of the Rhine, of the Upper and the Lower 
Danube, and of the Euphrates, the defence of 
the Roman empire was at length committed to 
eight mailers general of the cavalry and ihfan. 
try. Under their orders thirty-live military com« 
manders were ftationed in the provinces : three 
in Britain, fix in Gaul, one in Spain, one in 
Italy, five on the Upper, and four on the Lower 
Danube; in Afia eight, three in Egypt, and 
four in Africa. The titles of counts and 
dukes^\ by which they were properly diftiii^ 
guiflied, have obtained in modern languages fb 
very different a fenfe, that the ufe of them may 
occafion fome furprife. But it (hould be recoL 
le£led that the fecoud of thofe appellations is 
only a corruption of the Latin word, wbieh 
was indifcriminately applied tv any military 
chief. All thefe provincial generals were there* 
fore dukes ; but no more than ten among theai 
were dignified with the rank of counts or com- 
panions, a title of honour, or rather of fkvour, 
which had been recently invented in the court 

>^ Xo&caoB, L fi« p. zxe. BefoK the end of tbe reign of Cos^ 
Ibmtiusy the maglftri militum were already increafed to four. See 
Valefiiu ad Ammiaiu L rvi. c. 7. 

"^ Though the military counts and dukes are frequently -men- 
tionedt both in hiftory and the code% ve muft hav« recourfe to the 
Notitia &r the exaift knowledge of their nninber and ftadoos. i^ 
the iafiitutiooy ranl^ pnvikgesy Ac of te bounts in j^enen^ lee 
Cod. Tbeod. L in. till zi^-*duu with thr Crnnwenfary oi Goit* 
hoy* 

of 
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of Ccmftaiitine* A gold belt web the enfign g h ap. 
y^hidci diftiiiguiftied the office of the counts and ^^^• 
dukes J and belldes their pay, they received a li- 
beral allowance fufficient to maintain one hun- 
dred and ninety fervantfi, and one hundred and 
iifty-eight horfe«. They were ftridlly prohibited 
from interfering in any matter which related to 
the adminiftration of juftice or the revenue ; but 
the command which they exercifed over the 
troops of their department, was independent of 
the authority of the magiftrates* About the 
fame time that ConftantiQe gave a legal fan£l;ion 
to the ecclefiaflical order, he inftituted in the 
Koman empire the nice balance of the civil and 
the military powers. The emulation, and fome- 
tinrtei^ the difcord which reigned between two 
profeffions of oppoflte ititerefts and incompatible 
manners, was produ6live of beneficial and of 
pernicious confequences. It was feldom to be 
expefiled that the general and the civil governor 
Of a province fliould either cotifpire for the dit 
tnrbance, or ihould tiiiite for the fervice of their 
country* While the one delayed to offer the af- 
fift^nce which the other difdained to folicit, the 
troops very frequently remained without orders 
or without fupplies j the public fafety was be- 
trayed, and the defenceleft fubjefts were left 
expofed to the fury of the barbarians. The di- 
vided adminiftration which had been formed by 
Conftantine, relaxed the vigour of the ftate while 
it fecured the tranquillity of the monarch. 

The ttieniory of Conftantine bas been deferv- Diffinc- 
edly cenfured for another innovation which cor- f^^ °^ ^^ 

•^ troops. 

Hipted 
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CHAP, rupted military difcipline, and prepared the ruin 
^^^^'_f of the empire. The nineteen years which pre- 
ceded his final viftory over Licinius, had been a 
period of licence and inteftine war. The rivals 
who contended for the pofleffion of the Roman 
world, had withdrawn the greateft part of their 
forces from the guard of the general frontier ; 
and the principal cities which formed the boun- 
dary of their refye&ive dominions were filled with 
fbldierSywho confidered their countrymen as their 
moil implacable enemies. After the ufe of thefe 
internal garrifons had ceafed with the civil war, 
the conqueror wanted either wifdom or firmnefi 
to revive the fevere difcipline of Diocletian, and 
to fupprefs a fatal indulgence which habit had 
endeared and almoil confirmed to th^ military 
order. From the reign of Conftantine a popular 
and even legal difi:in6lion was admitted between 
the Palatines **^ and the Borderers; the troops of 
the court, as they were improperly ftiled, and the 
troops of the frontier. The former, elevated by 
the fuperiority of their pay and privileges, were 
permitted, except in the extraordinary emergen* 
cies of war, to occupy their tranquil flations in 
the heart of the provinces. The moft flouriibing 
cities were oppreffed by the intolerable weight of 
quarters. The foldiers infenfibly forgot the vir- 



"* Zofimu8» l.il. p*iii. The difBn^on between the two 
dalles of Roman troops is yery darUy ezprefled in the hiftoriansy 
the lawS) and the Notitia. Confult) howeyer> the copious paratitiou 
or abftrafly which Godefroy has drawn up of the feventh book, de 
Re Militariy of the T^lieodofian Code^ L vii. tit. i. leg. iS. L. idii, 
tit. L le^. 19. 

tues 
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tues of their profeffion, and contra6ted only the chap. 
vices of civil life. They were either degraded ^^^* 
by the induftry of mechanic trades, or enervated 
by the luxury of baths and theatres. They fpon 
became carelefs of their martial exercifes, curious 
in their diet and apparel ; and while they infpired 
terror to the fubje6ts of the empire, they trembled 
at the hoftile approach of the barbarians ^^. Th^ 
chain of fortifications which Diocletian and his 
Colleagues had extended along the banks of the 
great rivers, was no longer maintained with the 
fame care, or defended with the fame vigilance. 
The numbers which ftill remained under the 
name of the troops of the frontier, might be fuf- 
ficient for the ordinary defence. But their fpirit 
was degraded by the humiliating reflection, that 
theyvfho were expofed to the hardfhips and dan- 
gers of a perpetual warfare, were rewarded only 
with about two-thirds of the pay and emoluments 
which were laviflied on the troc^s of the court. 
Even the bands or legions that were raifed the 
neareft to the level of thofe unworthy favourites, 
were in fome meafure difgraced by the title of 
honour which they were allowed to aflume. It 
was in vain that Conftantine repeated the moft 
dreadful menaces of fire and fword againfl; the 
Borderers who fhoulddare to defert their colours, 
to connive at the inroads of the barbarians, or to 



*-^ Ferox erat in fuos miles et rapax^ ignavus vero In hoftes et 
fradtus. Ammian. I. xxii. c. 4. He obferves that they loved downy 
beds and houfet of marble : and that their cups were heavier than 
Uicir fwordi. 

participate 
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CHAP, participate in the ^qU'?°. The mifchiefs which 
>^ ^L^\ > flow frpro injudicious coiinfels are feldo;m remov- 
ed by the appUca^tion of partial feverities : and 
though fupceeding princes laboured to reftore the 
(Irength and numbefis of the frontier garrifoiis^ 
the empire till the laft moment of its diiTolutiony 
continued to laoguiih under the mortal wouiad 
which had been fo raihly or fo weakly infii^ed 
by the hand of Conftantine* 
Reduaion The fame tiwid policy, of dividing whate\^^r 
u^L.. ^^ united, of ri^ducing whatever is eroiuent, of 
dreading every aftive power^, and of expeflt^ 
ing that the moft feeble will prove the n^pft 
obedient, feem« to pervade the inftitutions of 
feveral princes, and particularly tbofe of Con* 
ftantine. The martial pride of the legions, whoJfe 
. viifltorious eamps had fo often been the fcene of 
rebellion, was nourilhed by the memory of their 
paft exploits, a»d the confcioufnefi of their a6lual 
ftrengtb* As long as they maintained their an^^ 
cient eftablilhment of fix tboufand men, they fab- 
lifted, under the reign of Diocletian, each of 
them fingly, a vifible and important object in the 
military hiftory of the Roman empire- A few 
years afterwards, thefe gigantic bodies ware 
ihrunk to a very diminutive fi^e; and whan 
fisven legions, with fome auxiliaries, defended 
the city of Amida, againft the Perfians, the total 
garrifon, with the inhabitants of both fexes, and 

'^ Co4, Tfa£od. 1. vii. th:.i. leg. x. tit. xiLI^. X. S^ Uoif^'^ 
Hift* of the World, vol. li. p. 19. That learned hiftoris^y ^hio 1$ 
not Aifficiently knowxii labours to juflify the charader 9||4 policy; pf 
ConitantiAe* 

the 
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4^e pea&nts of theddbted oountrjr, did notesp £ H A p« 
ceed tke fittoiba: of twenty tiimland perfims^^ ,^^;^ ^^ 
Frcmi this fiuft, and ironfisdarex»mpleB, them is 
i^a&n I0 betieviK) that tiie conftitadioii of the ie- 
gWMiy troops, to ^bkh thej fiartljr owed their 
valour and difbi^ine, ww diflblved by Conftan- 
tine; ax>d that the baiukof Roman iaSm/txy^ 
which fttil afliiniod tlie fiuno fiames and die &ine 
honours, oonfifted <M)ly •of one tiboniaiid or fiAeea 
hundred men '*\ The oondpiracy ^ ib many fe* 
parate detacbments, eadfi of wbtdh was awed by 
the fenfe of its own weakiiefs, ^oadd eafily be 
checked; andthe&icceliKir^S'ofCoiiflxmti^ 
indu^ their loT«<jf oftentatioii, byaffoinglheir 
orders to one hundrnd «id thirty4wo h^ons^ 
inferibed on the flraAer^rpU of itheir numerous 
armids. The remainder «if their troops was di£i 
tribuited into fev^ml hundredjcohorts of infimtey^ 
»nd fquadrons of <;a¥airy. Their arms, and litl^ 
flSid enfigns, were calcidated to intpive torarot, 
ttnd to dii^ay the varietyof nations who .marched 
under the XmperJkd ft^mdard. And net a iie£ 
tige was left of that fevere 'fimplioity, which^ 
m the ages of freedom -imdi^iiStory, imd diftin-^ 
gnifiied the line of battte of 'a Roman army fiom 
idbe confofed hdft of an /Afiatic monaidh''!* A 



*^ Ammian* L xiz. c. s. He obferves (c 5.) that the ^kipents 
Allies of two Gballic legions were like^an thaadfiiltf matnae^liamim 
ana ^^reat conflagratioii. 

"'* PiuKirolus sd Notitkm, p.'96. Memoirs tte VAoB^ieteSe des 
JoSsiipdoMf tom* zxv* p*49'* 

*" Ronuna icies uxuus prope format erat et honunttm et annorom 
feoere.—- RegU acies varia magis miiJtif geotibus diffiimiitadine 

innorum 
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CHAP, mcce particular enumeration, drawn ffom tbcf 
^ ^^V^ Notitiay might exercife the diligence of an ianti. 
:quary; but the hiftorian will content himfelf 
with obfeirving^ that the number of permanent 
ilations or garrifons eflab'liflled on the frontiers 
of the empire^ amounted to five hundred and 
eighty-three ; and that, under the fuccefibrs of 
Conftantine, the complete force of th^ military 
eftabliihment was computed at fis: hundred and 
forty.five thoufand foldiers''\ An effort fo pro^ 
digious furpaffed the wants of a more ancient^ 
and the faculties of a later, period. 
Difficulty In the various ilates of fociety, armies are re- 
#f Irviei. cruited from very different motives. BarbarianiS^ 
are urged by the love of war ; the citizens of a 
free republic may be prompted by a principle of 
duty J the fubje6ls, or at leaft the nobles of a 
monarchy, are animated by a fentimetit of ho- 
nour ; but the timid and luxurious inhatbitants of 
a declining empire muft be allured into the fer- 
vice by the hopes of profit, or compelled by the 
dread of piinilbment. The refources of the Ro* 
man. treafury were exhaufted by the inereafeof 
pay, by the repetition of donatives, and by the 
invention of new emoluments and indulgences, 
which, in the opinion of the provincial youths 
might compenfate the hardffiips and dangers of 
a military life. Yet, although the ftature was 

.armorum auxiliorumque ; erat. T. Liv. ' 1. xxxvil. . c, 39, 4^. 
Flaminius» even before the events had compared the army of An- 
^Qchus to a - fuppef) in which the flelh of one vile animal was di- 
veriified by the ikill of the cooks. See the Life of Flaminius in 
JPJutarch. . 

'-^^ Agathias; 1. v* p. 157. edit« Louvre. 

lowered. 
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lowered '^^ although flavesj at lead by a tacit chap. 
connivance, were indifcriminately received into ^ ' 
the ranks, the infurrftountable difficulty of pro- 
ciiring a regiilar arid adequate fupply of volun- 
teers, obliged the emperors to adopt more effec- 
tual and coercive methods^ The lands befto'wed 
on the veterans, as the free reward of their va- 
lour^ were henceforward granted under a condi- 
tion, which contains the firft rudiments of the 
feudal tenures ; that their fons,. wtio fucceeded to 
the inheritance, fhould devote themfelves to the 
profeflion of arms, as foon as they attained the 
age of manhood ; arid their cowardly refufal was 
punifhed by the lofs of honour, of fortune, or 
even of life '^^ But as the annual growth of the 
fons of the veterans bore a very fmall proportion 
to the demands of the fervice, levies of men were 
frequently required from the provinces, and every 
proprietor was obliged either to take up arms, or 
to procure a fubftitute, or to purchafe his exemp- 
tion by the payment of a heavy fine. The fum 
of forty-two pieces of gold, to which it was re- 
dvced^ afcertains the exorbitant price of volan-* 
teers, and the relu6lance with which the govern- 

»35 Valentinian (Cod. Theodof. 1. vii. tit. xiii. \c^. 3.) fixes the 
ftandard at five feet feven inches, about five feet four inches and a 
half Englilh meafure. It had formerly been five feet ten inches, and 
in the bell corps fix Roman feet. Sed tunc erat amplior multitude, &. 
plures fequebantur militiam armatam. Vegetius de Re Militari, 1. u 

C.5- 

^^* See the two titles, De Veteranis, and De Filiis Veteranorutii, 
in the feventh book of the Theodofian Code. The agfr at which 
their military fervice was required, varied from twenty-five to fix- 
teen. If the fons of the veterans appeared with a horfe, they had a 
right to ferve in the cavalry j two horfes gave them fbme valuable 
privileges. 

VOL. Ill* F ment 
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CHAP, ment admitted of this alternative '"• Such was 
^ ^^* I *^^ horror for the profeffion of a foldier, which 
had affe£led the minds of the degenerate Ro- 
mans, that many of the youth of Italy, and the 
provinces, chofe to cut off the fingers of their 
light hand to efcape from being prefled into the 
fervice ; and this ftrange expedient was fo com« 
monly prafilifed, as to deferve the fevere animad- 
verfion of the laws '^% and a peculiar name in the 
Latin language '^^ 
Eiicreafe The introduction ofBarbarians into the Roman 
of Barba- armies became every day more univerial, more 
Sries!*^ neceffary, and more fataL The moft daring of 
the Scythians, of the Goths, and of the Germans, 
who delighted in war, and who found it more 

^ Co(L Theod. 1. vu» tk. xiii* leg. ;« Accordiag to the luftoriac 
Socrates (See Godefroy ad loc.)^ the fame Emperor Valens fometones 
xequired eighty pieces of gold for a recruit. In the following law it 
is faintly exprei&dy that flaves ihaO not be admitted inter optiina» 
le<5lil!imonun militum turmas. 

'^" The perfon and property of a Romaa knight» who had muti* 
lated his two fons» were fold at public au(5lion by order of Au- 
guihis. (Suetoa. in Auguft. c. 27.) The moderation of that art- 
ful ufurper proves^ that this example of feverity was juftified by 
the fpirit of the times. Ammianus makes a diiiiiK^ion between the 
effeminate Italian* and the hardy Gauls. (L. xv. c. la.) Yet only 
fifteen years afterwards, Valentinian, in a law addrefled to the prae- 
■fe<5l of Gaul, is obliged to enad^ that thefe cowardly deferters ihall be 
Jjumt alive. (Cod. Theod. 1. vii. tit. xiii. leg. 5.) Their numbers 
in Illyricum were fo confiderable, that the province complained of 
a fcarcity of recruits. (Id. leg. 10.) 

'^9 They were called Murci, Murcidus is found in Plautus and 
J^eftuS) to denote a lazy and cowardly perfon, who» according to Ar* 
nobius and Auguftin, was under the immediate protedlion of the ' 
goddeis Murcia, From this particular ioilance of cowardice, mur'^ 
care is ufed as fynonimous to mutilarcj by the writers of the middle 
Latinity. See Lindenbrogius, and Yaleiius ad Arnmian* Marcellin* 
4«xy«c.Z2. 

profitable 
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profitable to defend than to ravage the provinces, c h a ? 
were enrolled, not only in the auxiliaries of their ^^^' 
re(pe€tive nations, but in the legions themfelves, 
and among the mod diftinguiflied of the Palatine 
troops. As they freely mingled with the fiib- 
je6ls of the empire, they gradually learned to 
defpiie their manners, and to imitate their arts. 
They abjured the implicit reverence >*hich the 
pride of Rome had exa6ted from their ignorance, 
while they acquired the knowledge and pofleffion 
of thofe advantages by which alone Ihe fupported 
her declining greatnefs. The Barbarian fol- 
diers, who dilplayed iny military talents, were 
advanced, without exception, to the moft im- 
portant commands ; and the names of the tri- 
bunes, of the counts and dukes, and of the gene- 
rals themfelves, betray a foreign origin, which 
they no longer condefcended to difguife. They 
were often entrufted with the condudl of a war 
againfl their countrymen ; and though moft of 
them preferred the ties of allegiance to thofe of 
blood, they did not always avoid the guilt, or at 
leaft the fufpicion, of holding a treafonable cor- 
refpondence with the enemy, of inviting his in- 
vaiion, or of Iparing his retreat. The camps, 
and the palace of the fon of Conftantine, were 
governed by the powerful faction of the Franks, 
who preferved the ftridleft connexion with each 
other, and with their country, and who refented 
^rery perfonal affront as a nationiri indignity '^'. 

'^ Malarichus — jidbibitis Francis quorum ea tempeftate in pa- 
latio multitudo fiorebat^ eredlius jam l6qu6batur tumultuabaturque. 
Ammlan. L xt. c; 5. 

Fa When 
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e H A P. When the tyrant Caligula was fufpe^ed of an in- 
^^^' tention to inveft a very extraordinary candidate 
with the confular robes, the £icrilegious profana^ 
tion would have fcarcely excited lefs ailonifb- 
ment, if, inflead of a horfe, the nobleil chieftain 
of Germany or Britain had been the obje6t of his^ 
choice* The revc^ution of three centuries had 
produced fo remarkable a change in the preju- 
dices of the people, that, with the public appro- 
bation, Conllantine fliewed his fucceffors the ex- 
ample of beftowing the honours of the confullhip 
on the Barbarians, who, by their merit and fer- 
vices, had deferved to be ranked among the firil 
of the Romans '*\ But as thefe hardy veterans, 
who had been educated in the ignorance or 
contempt of the laws, were incapable of exer- 
cifing any civil offices, the powers of the human 
mind were contracted by the irreconcileable 
reparation of talents as well as of profeffionsr 
The accompliflied citizens of the Greek and 
•Roman republics,, whofe charafilers could adapt 
themfelves to the bar, the fenate, the camp^ or 
the fchools, hstd learned to write, to Ipeak, and 
to a6l with the fame Ipirit, and with equal 
a1;>i]ities» 
Seven rai- ^ , IV. Befides th^ magiilrates' and generals, who 
^ paiw^e. ^^ ^ diftance from the court diflufed their dele- 

'^* Barbaros omnium primus, ad ufque fafces auxerat et trabeas 
Confnlares. Ammiani I. xx. c, lo. Eufebius (in Vit. Conftantin. 
1. iv. c, 7.) and AuTplitifi Vidlor feiftrti to co^ifirm tbfe tmth of thu 
afTertion ; yet in the thirty-two confular Fafti of the reign of Con- 
ftantine^ I cannot difcover the name of a iingle Barbarian. I ihould 
dierefore interpret the liberality of that prince^ as relative to the or- 
' xamentsy rather than to' tlie'office> of ike coaTuUhip. 

II gated 



OF THE ROMAN EMtf R£/ 69; 

gated airthority over the provinces and artnies, e H A P. 
the Emperor conferred the rank of lUu/irious on ,_^^' ^ 
feven of his more immediate fervante, to whofe 
fidelity he entrufted his lafety, or his couniels, or 
his treafures. u The private apartments of the 
palace were governed by a favourite eunuch, who, 
in the language of that age, was ftyled the jpr^cpo- Thechwi^ 
jfitus or praefe6t of the facred bed-chamber. His ^}^^ 
duty was to attend the Emperor in his hours of 
itate, or in thofe of amufement, and to perform 
about his perfon all thofe medial fervices, which 
can only derive their fplendor from the influence 
of royalty. Under a prince who deferved to 
reign, the great chamberlain (for fuch we nuty 
call him) was an ufeful and humble domeftic; but 
an artful domeftic, who improve? every occafion 
of unguarded confidence, will itifenfibiy acquire 
over a feeble mind that afcendant which harfh 
wifdom and uncomplying virtue can feldom ob-^ 
tain .. The degenerate grandfons of Tiieodofius, 
who were invifible to their fubje^ls, and conf 
temptible to their enemies, exalted the prsefe^ls 
of their bed-chamber above the heads of all the 
minift^rs of the palace '^* ; and even his deputy^ 
the firft of the fplendid train of flaves who Wjaited 
4n the prefence, was thought ysrorthy to rank bei* 
fore the re/pedable proconfuls of Greece or Afia, 
The jurifdi6lion of the chamberlain mws acknow* 
ledged by the counts^ or fuperihtendants, who re^ 
gulated the two important provinces, of the magr 
nificence of the wardrobe, and of the luxuryof the 

"** Cod. Theod. I. vi. tit 8, 

F 3 Imperi^J 
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CHAP. Imperial tabte'*^ 'a. The principal adminiftr^ 
.J^h I ^^^^ of public affairs was committed to the dili^ 



The raaf. gcncc aod abilities of the mq/ier qfthe qffices ^4 
t^of the He i^^f^ the fupreme magiflrate of the palace, in- 
ipe£ted the difcipline of the civil and military 
fchook^ and received appeals from ail parts of the 
empire; in the caufes whiclv related to that nu« 
merous army of privileged perfons, who, as the 
fervants of the court, had obtained^ for them-' 
felves and families, a right to decline the autho* 
rity of the ordinary judges^ The correipondence 
between the prince and Jiis ftibjeSts was managed 
by the four Jcrinia^ or offices of this minifter of 
ftate< The Hrft was appropriated to memorials^ 
the fecond to epiflles, the third to petitions, and 
the fourth to papers and orders of a mifcellaneou» 
kind. Each of thefe was diredied by an inferior 
mqfter of re/pe^able dignity, and the whole bufi- 
ne& was difpatched by an hundred andforty^eight 
fecretacles^ chofen for the moft part from tte 
profeflion of the law, on account of the variety 
of abftra6td of reports and references which fre« 

'43 Qy a Yieiy fingular mcraphoTf borrowed iraai di# naXitaeff 
^araifler of the firft emperors, the fteward of their houfehol^ waa 
ftyled^he count of their camp (comes cafirenlis). Cafiiodorius very 
ferioufly reprefents to him> that his own fame, and that of the tmf 
{>ire, mufl depend on the opinion which foreign ambailadors may 
conceive of the plenty and magnificence of the royal table. (Variar. 
L Yi. q>]itoL 9.) 

^^ Gutherhis (de OAciia Pomds Angufbe, Lil» c.aO. Lui.) 
has very accurately explained the fUniSlions of the mailer of the 
offices/ and the conftitution of his fubordinate ferinia. But he 
vainly attempts^ on the moft doubtful aujthority» to d^ce froOi 
the time of the Antonines, or even of Neroy the origin of a ma^ 
gifirate who cannot be found in hiftory before the reign of Con<« 
ftantinc* 

quently 
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qtietitiy occurred in the^xercife of their feveral chap 
functions: From a condefcenfion which in for- , ^^"' , 
mer ages would have been efteemed unworthy of 
the Roman majefty^ a particular fecretary was al- 
lowed for the Greek language ; and interpreter* 
were appointed to receive the ambafladors of the 
Barbarians: birt the department of foreign afiairs^ 
which conilitutes ib eflential a part of modern po^ 
licy, feldom diverted the attention of the mailer 
of the offices^ His mind was more ferioufly en- 
gaged by the general dire6Hon of the pofts and 
arfenals of the^ empire. There were thirty-four 
cities, fifteen in the eail and nineteen in the wefl^ 
in which regular companies of workmen were 
perpetually employed in fabricating defenfive ar- 
mour, oflenfive weapons of all ihrtSy and military 
engines, which were depofited in the arfenals, 
and occafionally delivered for the fervice of the 
troops. 5. In tbecourfe of nine centuries, the Thequ»- 
office of qiueftor had experienced a very Angular ^'^ 
revolution. In the infancy of Rome, two infe- 
rior magiftrates were annually ele^ed by the 
people, to relieve the ccmfuls from the invidious 
management of tlie public treafure '^^ ; a ilmilar 
affiftant was granted to every proconful, and to 
every prsetor, who exercifed a military or pro- 
vincial command } with the extent of conquefl^ 
the two qus^ilors were gradually multiplied to 

'^' Tachtts (Aimai. xt« %%•) %8» tkat tbe iirft quseftors were 
ele^ed by the people^ fixty-four years after the foundation of the 
republic ; but he is of opinion* that they had* long before that 
period* been annually appointed by the confub> and even by the 
Jkingt. But this obicure point di antiquity b conteiled by other 
writers* 

F 4 the . 
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CHAP, the number of four, of eight, of twenty, smA^ 
^^' for a fhort time, perhaps, of forty '^^; and the 
nobleft citizens ^^mbitioufly fblicited an office 
which gave them a ijeat in the fenate, and a juft 
hope of obtaining the honours of the republic. 
Whilft Auguftus affe6led to maintain the free- 
dom of election, he confented to accept the 
annual privilege of recommending, or rather 
indeed of nominating, a certain proportion o€ 
candidates; and it was his cuftom to fele6l one 
.of thefe diftinguilhed youths, to read his ora- 
tions or epiftles in the Affemblies of the fenate '*^ 
The practice of Auguftus was imitated by fuc- 
ceeding princes ; the occafional commiifion was 
eftabliflied as a permanent office; and thfe favour- 
ed quaeftor, affiiming a new and more illuftrious 
chara6ler, alone furvived the fuppreffion of his 
^npiept and ufelefs colleagues '*^ As the ora* 

tions^ 

'^* Tacitus (Annal.. 3o. aa.) fecms to confider twenty as the 
higheft number of quseftors ; and Dion. (1. xliii. p. 3 74.) inlinuates 
that if the dictator Csefar once created forty, it was only to facilitate 
the payment of an immenfe debt of gratitude. Yet the augmentation 
which he made of praetors fubfifted under the fucceecHng reigns. 

'*^ Sueton. in Auguft. c. 65. and Torrent, ad loc. Dion. Cad 
P« 755' 

*^® The youth and inexperience of the quaeftorsy who entered on 
that important office in their twenty-fifth year (Lipf. Excurf. ad 
Tacit. L iii. D.), engaged Auguftus to remove them from the ma- 
li^ement of the treafury ; and though they were reftored by Clau- 
dius, they feem to have been finally difmilTed by Nero. (Tacit. 
Annal. xxiL 2a. Sueton in Aug. c. 36. in Claud, c. 24. Dion. 
^ p. 696. 961,' &c. Plini Epiftol. X. 20. & alibi.) In the provinces of 
the Imperial divifion, the place of the quaeftors was more ably fup- 
plied by the procurators (Dion. Caf. p. 707. Tacit, in Vit. Agricol. 
c. 15.); or, as they were afterwards called, rationales, (Hift.Auguft. 
p. 130.). But in the provinces of the fenate we may ftill difcover a 
feriei of quadlors till the reign of Marcus Antonius. (See the In- 
' ' fcriptibni 
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ti<»is, which he compofed in the name of the Ernr H A P. 
peror *^, acquired the force and at length the ^^^' 
form of abfolute edi6ls, he was confidered as the 
reprefentative of the legiflative power, the oracle 
of the council, and the original fource of the civil 
juriQjrudence. He was fometimes invited to take 
his feat in the fupreme judicature of the Imperial 
Gonfiftory, with the Praetorian pracfe6ls and the 
matter of the offices ; and he was frequently re- 
quefted to refolve the doubtsof inferior judges t 
but as he was not opprefled with a variety of fub* 
ordinate bufinefs, his leifure and talents were 
employed to cultivate that dignified ftyle of elo- 
quence, which, in the corruption of taile and 
language, flill preferves the majefty of the Roman 
laws '^. In fomp refpe6ls, the office of the Im- 
perial quaeftor may be compared with that of a 
modern chancellor ; but the ufe of a great feal, 
which ieems to have been iadopted by the illiterate 

fcpptions of Gni]ter» th.^ £|j|^Ue8 of Pliny^ and a decifive fa6l in die^ 
Aiiguftan Hiftoiy, p. ^4.) From Ulpian we may learn, (Pandeil. 
L i. tit. 13.) that under the govemmient of the houfe of Severus, their 
l^ovincial adminilbration was aboliihed; and in th9 fubfequept trou- 
bles, the annual or triennial ele(5Uons of quseftors muft h^ve naturally 
eeafed. 

"^ Cum patris nomine et epiftolas ipfe di£laret, et edidU confcri- 
beret, orationefque in fenatu recitaret> etiam quseftoris vice. Sueton.^ 
in Tit. c. 6. The office muft have acquired new dignity, which was^ 
occafionajly executed by the heir apparent of the empire. Trajan 
entrufted ikp fame care to Hadrian his quseftor and coufin. See Dod- 
well PraBle<5Uon. Cambden. X. xi. p. 36a — 394. 

'5° Terris edidta daturus ; 

Supfdicibus refponia. — Oracula regis 

Eloquio crevere tuo ; nee dignius un^uam 

Majeftas meminit fefe Romana locutam* 
Claudian in Confulat. Mall. Theodor. 3 2. See likemTe Symmachus 
(Epifid. i. x;.) and Cailiodorius (Variar. yi«5*)* 

Barbarians^ 
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CHAP. Barbarians, was never introduced to atteft the 
^^^* , public a£tsof the emperors. 4. The extraordinary 
title of count qfthejacred largeffes, was bellowed 
on the treafurer«>general of the revenue, ^th the 
intention perhaps of inculcating that every pay- 
ment flowed from the voluntary bounty of the 
monarch. To conceive the almofl infinite detail 
ef the anduaband daily expence of the civil and 
military admliiiftration in every part of a great 
empire^ wotdd exceed the powers of the moft 
vigorous imagination. The a^ual account em^ 
ployed feveral hundred perfons^ diftributed inta 
eleven difierent offices, which were artfully con-^ 
trived to examine and control their relpe&ive 
operation!^. The multitude of the& ^ents had 
a natural tendency to encreafe j and it was more 
than once thought expedient to diimiis to their 
native homes the ufelefs fiipernumerarieiS', who^ 
deierting their boneil labours, had prefled with 
too much eagernefs into the lucrative pro&ffion 
of the finances'*'. Twenty-nine provincial re- 
ceivers, of whom eighteen were honoured witb 
the title of count, eorrefponded with the trea^ 
furer ; and he Extended his jurifHi^lion over the 
mines from whence the precious metal» were ex- 
tra6l:ed) over the mints, in which they were con- 
Verted into the current coin, and over the public 
treafuries of the moft important cities, where they 
were depofited for the fervice of the flate^ The 
foreign trade of the empire was regulated by this 
minifler, who diFe6i:ed likewife all the linen and 

'^* Cod. Theod. L vi. tit. 30. Cgd. JuaoMOu k xa. tit. %4- 

15 woollen 
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woollen manufadlures, in which the fucceffive c h a P. 
operations of fpinning, weaving, and dyeing ^ ^^^ ^ 
were executed chiefly by women of a fervile 
condition, fox the ufe of the palace and army/ 
Twenty-fix of thefe inftitutions are enumerated 
in the weft^ where the arts had been more re- 
cently introduced, and a ftill larger proportion 
may be allowed for the induftrious provinces of 
the eaft'^*. 5. Befides the public revenue j which The pn^ 
an ablblute monarch might levy and expend ac- for^*^*' 
cording to his pleafure, the emperors, in the 
capacity of opulent citizens, poffeffed a very 
extenfive property, which was adminiftered by 
the count, 6r treafurer of tlw private e/iate^ 
Some part had perhaps been the ancient de- 
mefnes of kings and republics j fome acceffions 
might be derived from the families which were 
fucceffively inverted with the purple ; but the 
moll confiderable portion flowed from the ira* 
pure fource of confifcations and forfeitures. 
The Imperial eftates were fcattered through 
the provinces, from Mauritania to Britain ; but 
the rich and fertile foil of Cappadocia tempted 
the monarch to acquire in that country his 
fairefl pofleffions '% and either Conilantine or 
his fiicceffors embraced the occafion of juflify. 
ing avarice by religious zeal. They fupprefled 

**' lA^ttdepartmentoof the two counts of the treafuiy, the eaftern 
pait/of the Nbtiiia happens to be very defe^ve. It may be* ob<« 
femd) that 'we hetd a tttafwry cheft in I^mdon, and a gynecenm or 
manufa<fture at Winchefter, But Britain wai Hot thought worthy 
either of a mint or of an arikudL Gaul akme poflTeiTed three of the 
tirmery asid «ight of the latiber. 

'^^ Cod. Theod. 1. vi. tit. xxx. leg. %. and Godefroy ad loc. 

the 
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CHAP, the rich temple of Comana, where the faigfa> 
^ ^^\j P^^^ pf the goddefs of war fupported the dig^ 
nity of a fovereign prince ; and they applied to 
their private ufe the confecrated lands^ which 
were inhabited by fix thouland fubj^fits or flaves 
of the deity and her miniilers ^^\ But thefe 
were not the valuable inhabitants : the plains 
that ftretch from the foot of Mount Argasus 
to the banks of the Sarus, bred a generous 
race of hprfes, renowned above all others in 
the ancient world for their majeflic fhape and 
incomparable fwiftnefe. TheUe Japred animals, 
deftined for the fervice of the palace and the 
Imperial games, were prote6l^d by the laws 
from the profanation of a vulgar mailer '". The 
demefnes of Cappadocia were important enough 
to require the infpe6lio|i of a count '^^ ; officers 
of an inferior rank were ftationed in the other 
parts of the empire ; and the deputies of the 
private, as well as thofe of the public trea- 
furer, were maintained in the exercife of their 
mdep^jident functions, and encouraged to con* 

'^^ Strabon. Geograph. L xii. p. 8Q9f The other temple q{ Co- 
manot in Pontusy was a colony from that of Cappadocia^ 1. xii. 
p. Z%s» The prefident Des Brofles (fee his Salufle, torn, ii. p. ai.) 
conje^ures t)iat the deity adored in both Comanas was Belti^y the 
Venus of thie eaft» tl^e godd^s of generation ; a very different being 
indeed from the goddefs of war. 

'^^ Cod. Theod. L x. tit. vi. de Grege Dominico. Godefroy has 
colle^ed every circumflance of antiquity, relative to the,Cappadocian 
horfes. One of the fineft breeds^ the Palmatiauy was the forfeiture 
of a rebely whofe eflate lay about fixteen miles from Tyanay near 
tjie great road between Confiantinople and Antioch. 

'^'^ Juftinian (Novell. 30.} fubjedied the province of th($ count of 
Cappadocia to the i mmed ia te authority of the favgurite eunuch^ whS 
pitfided pver ^e Ikcitd bed-duinber. 

trol 
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trol the authority of the provincial magiftrates'^^ CHAP. 
6, 7. The chofen bands of cavalry and infantry, ; ^^^ 
which guarded the perfoti of the Emperor, were The 
under the immediate c(»nmand of the ^0 counts ^'*^*' , 
qfthe dome/tics. The whole number confifted of meftics. 
three thoufand five hundred men, divided into 
feven Jchools^ or troops, of five hundred each ; 
and in the eaft, this honourable fervice was al« 
moft entirely appropriated to the Armenians, 
Whenever, on public ceremonies, they were 
drawn up in the courts and porticoes of the 
palace, their lofty flature, fiient order, and fplen- 
did arms of filver and gold, difplayed a martial 
pomp, riot unworthy of the Romatn . majefty.*^^ 
From the feven fchools two companies of horfe 
and foot were feledled, of the prote6lors, whofe 
advantageous ftation was the hope and reward 
of the moft deferving foldiers. They mounted 
guard in the interior apartments, and were oc- 
cafionally difpaitchgd into the provinces, to exe- 
cute with celerity and vigour the orders of 
tlieir mafter'^^ The counts of the domeftics 
had fucceeded to the office of the Praetorian 
praefedls ; like the prsBfefils, they afpired from 
the fervice of the palace to the command of 
armies. 



- "7 Cod. Theod. 1. vi. tit. xxx. leg. 4, &c. 
'^^ Pancirolus^ p. loa* 136. The appearance of thefe mifitazy 
domeftics is defcnbed in the Latin poem of Corippus» de llaudibus 
Juftin. LiiL 157 — 179-. P. 419^ 420. of t&e Appendix Hift. By- 
zantin. Rom. 177. 

'^^ Ammianus Marcellinusy ^ho ferved fo many yearsy obtained 
only the rank of a protedlor# The firft ten among thefe honourable 
loldieri were Cfarijfimu 

The 
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CHAP, The perpetual intercourfe between the court 
^^!^ 1_ ^ ^^^ *^^ provinces was facilitated by the conftrac- 
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fptts. 



Agents ot ^^^ ^f roads and the inftitution of pofts. But 
official thefe beneficial eftablifliments were accidentally 
conne£ledwith a pernicious andintolerable abufe. 
Two or three hundred agents or meflengers were 
employed, under the jurifdifition of the mafter 
of the offices, to announce the names of the an- 
nual confuls, and the edi£ls or vi6tories of the 
Emperoi^. They infenfibly aflumed the licence 
of reporting whatever they could obferve of the 
conduct either of magiftrates or of private citi- 
zens ; and were foon confidered as the ey^s of 
the monarch *% and the fcourge of the people. 
Under the warm influence of a feeble reign, they 
multiplied to the incredible number often thou- 
fand, difdained the mild though frequent admoni- 
tions of the laws, and exercifed in the profitable 
management of the pofts a rapacious and info- 
lent opprefiion* Thefe officii^ fpies, who regu- 
larly correfponded with the palace, were en- 
couraged, by favour and reward, anxioufly to 
watch the progrefe of every treafonable defign, 
from the faint and latent iymptoms of difafiec- 
tion, to the a6tual preparation of an open revolt. 
Their carelefs or criminal violation of truth and 
juftice was covered by the confecrated malk of 
zeal ; and they might fecurely aim their poifdn- 
ed arrows at the breaft either of the guilty or the 
innocent, who had provoked their refentment, 

"* Xeuophon. Cytopxd. 1. viii. Briilbn, dfi Regno Peri!co» L i. 
N* 190. p. %(>/^ The emperon adopted with pleafuit this Perlian 
metaphor. 

or 
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or refufed to purchafe their filence. A faithful chap. 
fubjeft, of Syria perhaps, or of Britain, was ex- ^ ^ ^ 
pofed to the danger, or at lead to the dread, 
of being dragged in chains, to the court of Milan 
or Conftantinople, to defend his life and fortune 
againfl the malicious charge of thefe privileged 
informers. The ordinary adminiftration was 
condu6led by thpfe methods which extreme ne- 
ceffity can alone palliate ; and the defe<Sts of 
evidence were diligently fupplied by the ufe of 
torture '^. 

The deceitful and dangerous experiment of Ufe of tor* 
the criminal qtuBjlion^ as it is emphatically ftyled, ^'"** 
was admitted, rather than approved, in the jurif- 
prudence of the Romans. They applied this fan- 
guinary mode of examination only to fervile ' 
bodies, whofe fuflTerings were feldom weighed by 
thofe haughty republicans in the fcale of juflice 
or humanity j but they would never confent to 
violate the facred perfpn of a citizen, till they 
pofiefied the cleareft evidence of his guilt'**. 
The annals of tyranny, from the reign of Tibe- 
rius to that of Domitian, circumftantially relate 
the executions of many innocent vi6lims ; but, 
'as long as the fainted remembrance was kept alive 

^ For the Agentes in Rehus\ ice Amnuan. 1. xv. c. 3. 1. xvi. c.^. 
L xxiL c. 7. with the curious aimotanioos of Valefius. Cod. Theod. 
L vi. tit. xxvii. xxviii. xxix. Among the paflaget colle^ed in the 
Commentary of Godefroy, the moft remarkable one is from. Libaniusy 
in his difcourie concerning the death of Julian. 

'*^' The Pande<^8 (Lxlviii. tit.xviiL) contain the fentimentr o^ 
the mcft celebrated civilians on the fubjei^ of torture. They 
firidly confine \t to flaves ; aixi Ulpian himfelf k ready to acknow* 
ledge, that Res eft ^^lisf et pericttlola* et quse veritatem 
iallat. 

of 
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CHAP, of the national freedom and honour, the laft 
^^^* hours of a Roman were fecure from the danger of 
. ignominious torture ^^K The condu6l of the pro- 
vincial magiftrates was not, however, regulated 
by the pra6lice of the city, or the ftri6l maxims 
of the civilians. They found the ufe of torture 
eftabliibed not only among the Haves of oriental 
defpotifm, but among the Macedonians, who 
obeyed a limited monarch j among the Rhodians 
who flourilhed by the liberty of commerce ; and 
even among the fage Athenians, who had afferted 
and adorned the dignity of human kind'**^ The 
acquiefcence of the provincials encouraged their 
governors to acquire, or perhaps to ufurp, a dit 
cretionary power of employing the rack, to ex- 
tort from vagrants or plebeian criminals the con- 
feffion of their guilt, till they infenfibly proceed- 
ed to confound the diftindlion of rank, and to 
difregard the privileges of Roman citizens. The 
appreh^nfions of the fubje6ls urged them to fo- 
licit, and the intereft of the fovereign engaged 
him to grant, a variety of fpecial exemptions, 
which tacitly allowed, and even authorifed, the 
general ufe of torture. They protedled all per- 
sons of illuftrious or honourable rank, bifhopa 

^^^ In the confpiracy of Piib againft Nero, Epicharis (libertina 
mulier) was the only perfon tortured ; the reft were intaffi tormentis. 
Jt would be fuperfluous to add a weaker, and it would be difficult to 
find a ftro;»ger, escample. Tacit. Annal. xv.57. 

*^+ Dicendum . , . de Inftitutis Athehienfium, Rhodiorum, doc- 
tifiimorum hoxninum, apud quos etiam (id quod acerbiffimum eft) 
liberi, civefque torquentur. Cicero. Partit. Orat. c;34. V^e may 
. learn from the trial of Philotas the pra<5lice of the Macedonians. 
(Diodor. Sicul. 1. acvii. p« 604* Q*Curt« Kyi. c. xi.)- 

and 
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and their prefbyters, profeffors of the liberal arts, chap* 
ibldiers and their families, municipal officers, and . ^7 *^ 
their pofterity to the third generation, arid all 
children under the age of puberty '^^ But a 
fatal maxim was introduced into the^ new 
jurifprudence of the empire, that in the cafe of 
treafon, which included every offence that thg 
fubtlety of lawyers could derive from an hq/lile 
intention towards the prince or republic '*^% all 
privileges were fufpended, and all conditions 
were reduced to the fame ignominious level. 
As the fafety of the Emperor was avowedly 
preferred to every confideration of jdifice or hu- 
manity, the dignity of age, and the tendernefi 
of youth were alike expofed to the mod 
cruel tortures ; and the terrors of a malicious , 
information, which might fele6l them as the 
accomplices, or even as the witneffes, perhaps, 
of an imaginary crime, perpetually hung over 
the heads of the principal citizens of the Roman 
world '^ , ^ 

Thefe evils, however terrible they may appear, Fmances, 
were confined to the fmaller number of Roman 



^ '*^ Heinecclus (Element. Jur. Civil, part vii. p. 8i.) lias colle^ed 
thele exemptions into one view. 

'*^ This definition of the Cige Ulpian (Pande<ft. 1. xlviii. tit. iv.) 
feems to have been adapted to the court of Caracalla» rather than 
to that df Alexander Severus. See the Codes of Theodoiius and 
Juftiniah ad leg. JiUiam majeftatis. 

. ^ Avcadius Charifius is the oldeft lawyer quoted In the Pandedis 
to juflify the univerfal pra6lice of torture in all cafes of treafon ; but 
this maxim of tyranny, which rs admitted by Ammianus (1. xix. 
c. xa.) with the moft refpecSlful terror, is enforced by feveral laws of 
the fucceCTors of Conflantine. See Cod. Theod. 1. ixt tit. xxxv. Tn 
s6ajeftatis crimine omnibus sequa eft conditio. 

VOL. Jiu Q fubjedls. 
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CHAP. {nhje€i6i whofe dangerous fituation was in foine 
K^^,^» degree compenfated by the enjoyment of thofe 
advantages, either of nature or of fortune, 
which expofed them to the jealoufy of the 
monarch. The obfcure millions of a great em- 
pire have milch lefs to dread from the cruelty 
than from the avarice of their matters ; and 
their humble happinefs is principally affe6led by 
• the grievance of exceffive taxes, which gently 

preffing on the wealthy, defcend with acce- 
lerated weight 0a the meaner and more indi-^ 
gent clafl^s of fociety. An ingenious philcrfb- 
pher '^^ has calculated the univerfal medibre of 
the public impofitipns by the degrees of free- 
dom andfervitude; and ventures to affert, that,. 
. according to an invariable law of nature, it 
mutt always increafe with the former, and di- 
minifhin ajuft proportion to the latter. But 
tills refle6lion, which would tend to alleviate the 
miferies of defpotifm, is contradi6led at leaft 
by the hiftory of the Roman empire y which ac- 
cufes the fame princes of defpoiling the fenate 
of its authority, and the provinces of their 
wealth. Without aoolifliing all the various cuC 
toms and duties on merchandizes, which are^ 
imperceptibly difcharged by the apparent choice 
of the purchafer, the policy* of Conftantine and 
his fucceffors^ preferred a fimple and dire^ 
mode of taxation, more congenisd to th^ ipirit 
of an arbitrary government '^^. 

'^'^ Montefquieuy Efpritdes £oix9 l.xiir c. zj. 
^^ Mr. Hume (£frays,«^Li. p.3890 has feea this important trutl% 
with fome degree of perplexity. 

IP The 
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The name anrd ufe of the indi^ions ^'^^ which c tt A ft 
lerve to afcertain the chronology of the middle ^^li. 
8ges, were derived ffoW the regulat pra6tice of Tht ge- 
the Roman tributes '^'.' The Emperor fubfcribed nerai trf- 
tvith his own hand, ^nd in purple ink, the fo* aiaTon!^^"* 
lemn edift, or indi6lion ^^ which was fixed up in 
the principal city of each dibcefe^ during two 
months previous to the firft day of September. 
And by a very eafy cotine6tion of ideas, the 
word indiSHon was transferred to the raeafure of 
^ibute which it pf efcribed^ a^d to the annual 
term which it allowed for the payment. This 
general eflimate of the fupplies Vas proportioned 
to the real and imaginary wants of the ftate ; 
but' as often as the expence exceeded the re- 
venue, or the revenue fell Ihort of the computa- 
tion, an additional tax, under the name of 
JuperindiBion^ was iinpofed on the people, and 
the moll valuable attribute of fovereignty was 
communicated to the Praetorian praefeiSs, who, 
on fome occafions, were permitted to provide 
for the unforefeen and extraordinary exigencies 
of the public fervice. Th^ execution o^ thefe 
laws (which it would be tedious to purfue in 

'7^ The cycle of mdicftions, which may be traced as high as th« 
reign of Conftantius, or perhaps of his father Conftantine, is ftill 
employed by the Papal court : but the commencement of the yeaf 
bas been very reafonably altered to the firft of January. See TArt 
4e Verifier les Datesi p. xi. j and Di<5lionnaire Raifon. de la Dipjp-; 
matique, tom. ii. p« 25. ; two accurate treatifes, which come froni 
l^e wbrkfhop of the Benedi<ftines. 

-^'' The firft twenty-eight titles of the eleventh book of* the 
Theodofian Ccj^e are filled with the circumftantial regulations oa 
Xh^ important fubjeiSl of tributes ; but th^ fuppofe a clearer know- 
ledge of fux^mental principles than it (» at prefeat in our pow^ 
♦o attain. 

:/ G 2 theii: 
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C H A Pi their minute and intricate detail) confifted of 
^J^^^' _, two diftin6l operations ; the refolvijig the general 
impofition into its conftituent parts, which were 
affefled on thie provinces, the cities, and the 
individuals of the Roman world; and the col- 
le6ling the feparate contributions of the indivi- 
duals, the cities, and the provinces, till the ac- 
cumulated fums were poured into the Imperial 
, treafuries. But as the account between the mo- 
narch and the fubje6l was perpetually open, and 
as the renewal of the demand anticipated the 
perfe6t difcharge of the preceding obligation, 
the weighty machine of the finances was moved 
by the fame hands round the circle of its yearly 
revolution. Whatever was honourable or im- 
portant in the adminiftration of the revenue, was 
committed to the wnfdom of the praBfe6ts, and 
their provincial reprefentatives ; the lucrative 
fun6tions were claimed by a crowd of fubordinate 
officers,fome of whom depended on the treafiirer, 
others on the governor of the province; and 
who, in the inevitable confli6ls of a perplexed 
jurifdiiSlion, had frequent opportunities of diC 
puting with each other the fpoils of the^people* 
The laborious offices, which could be produdlive 
. only of envy and reproach, of expence and dan- 
ger, were impofed qn the Decurions, who formed 
the corporations of the cities, and whom the 
feverity of the Imperial laws had condemned 

to fuftain the burthens of civil fociety *'*. The 

' ■ t .. 

'7* The title concerning the Decurions (Lxii.tit.L) is the moft 
ample in the whole Theoddian Code ; fince it contains not lefs than 
6at hiindred and ninety-two dilHnifl laws to afcertain the duties and 
privileges of that ufef ul order of citizem* 

- - whole 
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whole landed property of the empire (without CHAP; 
excepting the patrimonial eftates of the monarch) ^^^* 
was the obje6l of ordinary taxation ; and every 
new purchafer contracted the obligations of the 
former proprietor. An accurate cenfus '", or fur- 
vey, was the only equitable mode of afcertaining 
the proportion which every citizen fliould be 
obliged to contribute for the public fervice ; an4 
from the well known period of ihe ihdi6lions, 
there is reafon to believe that this difficult and ex- 
penfive operation was repeated at the regular dit 
tance of fifteen years. The lands were meafured 
by furveyors, who were fent into the provinces ; 
their nature, whether arable or pafture, or vine- 
yards or woods, was diftin6lly reported ; and an 
eflimate was made of their common value from 
-the average produce of five years. The numbers 
of flaves and of cattle conftituted an eflenlial 
part of the report ; an oath was adminiilered to 
the proprietors, which bound them to difclofe the 
true ftate of their affairs ; and their attempts to 
prevaricate, or elude the intention of th€ legifla- 
tor, were feverely watched, and punifhed as a 
capital crime, which included the double guilt 
of treafon and facrilege *^*. A large portion of 

'7^ Habemus enim «t hommum numeram qui delati funty let agrfim 
viodum. Eumenius in P^negyr. Vet. viii. 6. See Cod. Theod. 1. xiii. 
tit. X. xi. with Godefroy*8 Commentary. 

'7« Siquia facrilegi vitem falce. fucciderety. aut feradum. Ramorum 
tbetus hebetaverity quo declinet fidem Cenfuumy et mentiatur calHde 
paupertatis uigeniumy mox detenus capitale fubibit exitium^ et bona 
ejus in Fiici jura nugabunt* Cod. Theod*. LxiiL tit.xi. leg. i. 
Although this law is not ^thout its ftudied obscurity) it is^ however^ 
clear enough to prove the minutenels of the tDfoifitioB^ a^ the dif- 
proportion of the penalty. ^' 

. _ <3 3 \ thet 
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CHAP, the tribute was paid in money ; and of the cur^ 
^3^ '-' ^^^^ ^^^" ^^ *^^ empire, gold alone could b? 
legally accepted ''^ The remainder of the taxes^ 
according to the proportion^ determined by the 
annual indi6lion, was furnilhed in a manner ftill 
more dire6l, and ftill more oppreffive. Accordf- 
ing to the different nature of lands, their real 
produce, in the various articles of yvine or oil, 
corn or barley, wood or iron, was tranfported 
by the labour or at the expence of the provincials 
to the Imperial magazines, from whence they 
were occafionally diftributed, for the ufe of the 
court, of the army, and of the two capitals, 
Home and Conftantinpple. The commifiioner^ 
pf the revenue were fo frequently obliged to 
piake confiderable purchafes, that they were 
ftri6liy prohibited from allowing ai}y compenfa^ 
tion, or from receiving in money the value of 
thofe fupplies which were exadled in kind. In 
the. primitive fimplicity of fmall communities, 
this method may pe well adapted to colle6l the 
lalmoll voluntary offerings of the people ; but it 
is at once fufceptible of the utmoft latitude, and 
of the utmoft ftri^lnefs, which in a corrupt and 
abfoiute monarchy, muft introduce a perpetual 
conteft between the power ofoppreffion and the 
arts of fraud '^ The agriculture of the Roman 

pro- 

^'^ The aftonHhment of Pliny would have ceafed. Equidem 
mirror P. R. vi<ilis gentibus argentum femp^r imperitafle non aurum. 
Hift. Natur. xxxiii. 15. 

*'' Some precautions were taken (fee "Cod. Theod. 1. xi. tit, ii. 
and Cod. JuiUnian. 1. x. tit. xxvii. leg. i,' 3, 3.) to rpflrairi the mai- 
giftrates from the-abufe of theii* authority, either in the exaAiott 
pr in the purchafe of com: but thofe who had learning enough to 

•rea4 
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|>rovinces was infenfibly ruined, and, in ithe s^ H A ?• 
progrefs of deipotifm, which tends to difkppoint -^^' , 
its own purpofe, the emperors were obliged tQ 
derive fome nxerit.from the forgivenefi; of debts, 
,or the reiniffion of tributes^ which their fubjefits 
were utterly incapable of paying. According 
to the new divifion of Italy, the fertile and hap- 
py province of Campania, the fcene of the early 
vifilories and of the delicious retirements of the 
-citizens of £Lome, extended between the fea and 
the Appenine from the Tyber to the Silarus. 
Within fixty years after the death of Conftantine, 
and on the evidence of an adtual furvey, an ex- 
exemptipn was granted in favour of three hun- 
dred and thirty thouland Englifli acres of defert 
^d uncultivated land ; which amounted to one- 
jeighth of the whole furface of the province. As 
the footfteps of the Barbarians had not yet been 
feen in Italy, the caufe of this amazing, defola- 
tion, which is recorded in the laws, can be 
afcribed only to the g^dminiftration of the Roman 
emperors '". 

Either from defign or from accident, the mode Affeffedit 
jof affeffment feemed to unite the fubftance of a ^^f ^^"°^ 

of a capi- 
tation. 

read the prations of Cicero againil Verres (iii. de Frumento)^ might 
inftrudl themfelves in all the various arts of oppreflipny with regard 
.to the weighty the price, the qualitv, and the carriage. The avarice 
of an unlettered governor would fupplv tjie ig^norance of precept or 
precedent. 

|77 Cpd. Theod. I. xi. tit. xxviii. leg. a. publlfhed the 214th of 
ifarchy AJ). 395-» by the Emperor Honorius, only two months after 
the death of his father Theodofius. He fpeaks of 5289042 Roman 
jugeray which I have reduced to the Englijb meafure. The jugerum 
^ntained z^sj^oo fquare j^man feet* 

a 4 laud* 
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CHAP, land-tax with the forms of a capitation '". The 

XVII • • 

returns which were fent of every province or 
diftria, exprefled the number of tributary fub- 
je6ls, and the amount of the public impofitions^. 
The latter of thefe fums was divided by the for- 
mer; and the eftimate, that fuch a province 
contained fo many capita^ or heads of tribute ; 
afid that each head was rated at fuch a price, 
was univerfally received, not only in the popu- 
lar, but even in the legal computation. The 
value of a tributary head mull have varied, ac- 
cording to many accidental, or at lead flu6tu- 
ating circumftances : but fome knowledge has 
been preferved of a very curious fa6l, the more 
important, fince it relates to one of the richeft 
provinces of the Roman empire, and which now 
ilouriflies as the moft fplendid of the European 
kingdoms. The rapacious minifters of Con- 
flantius, had exhaufted the wealth of Gaul, 
by exafting twenty-five pieces of gold for 
the annual tribute of every head. The hu- 
mane policy of his fucceffor reduced the capi- 
tation to leven pieces '^^ A moderate propor- 
tion between thefe oppofite extremes of extra- 
vagant oppreffion and of tranfient indulgence, 
may therefore be fixed at fixteen pieces of gold, 

'7^ Godefroy (Cod. Theod. tom.vi. p. ii6.) argues with weight 
and learning on the fubjeiS^ of the capitation ; but while he explauis 
the caputf as a fliare or meafure of propertyi he too abfolutely excludes 
the idea of a perfonal afleffment. 

*^' Quid profiierit (Julianuj) anhelantibus extrema penuria Gal- 
!i8, hinc maxime claret, quod primitus partes eas ingreflus, pro ca^ 
ffitibus fingulis tributi nomine vicenos quinos aureos reperit flagitari j 
difcedens vero feptenos tantum munera univeria complentes, Am- * 
iiiian«lirxvi.c.5. 

or 
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or about nine pounds fterling, the common chap. 
ilandard, perhaps, of the impofitions of Gaul ^\ 
But this calculation, or rather indeed the fa^s 
from whence it is deduced, cannot fail of fug. 
gefting two difficulties to a thinking mind, who 
will be at once furprifed by the eqiiality^ and by 
the enormity of the capitation. An attempt to 
explain them may perhaps refle6l fome light on 
the irfterefting fubje6l of the finances of the de- 
clining empire. 

L It is obvious, that, as long as the immut- 
able conftitution of human nature produces and 
maintains fo unequal a divifion of property, the 
moft numerous part of the community would 
be deprived of their fubfifl^ence, by the equal 
affeflment of a tax from which the fovereign 
would derive a very trifling revenue. Such 
indeed might be the theory of the Roman ca- 
pitation; but in the pra6tice, this unjuft equa- 
lity was no longer felt, as the tribute was col- 



*** In the calculation of any fun;! of money under Conftandnc and 
. his fucceflbrsy we need only refer to the excellent difcourfe of 
Mr. Greaves on the Denarius, for the proof of the following prin- 
ciples : J. That the ancient and modem Roman pound, containing 
5256 grains of Troy weight, is about one-twelfth lighter than the 
Engliih pound, which is compofed of 5760 of the fame grains, 
a. That the pound of gold, which had once been divided into forty- 
eight aureij was at this time coined into.feventy-two fmaller pieces of 
the fame denomination. 3. That five of thefe aurei were the legal 
tender for a pound of filver, and that confequently the pound of gold 
was exchanged for fourteen pounds eight ounces of filver, according 
to the Roman, or about thirteen pounds according to the £ngliih» 
weight. 4. That the Engliih pound of filver is coined into fixty- 
. two Ihillings. From thefe elenvents we may ^ compute the Ronoian 
pound of gold, the ufual method of reckoning large fums, at forty 
^ pounds fterling, and we may fix the currency of the aureus ?X fome- 
what moretlun eleven fhiUings, 

ledled 
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puAT. levied on the principle of a realy not of a jjtff* 
^^' jjo^ impofition* Several indigent citizens con- 
tributed to compofe a lingle headj or fhare of 
taxation } while the wealthy provincial, in pro<- 
portion to his fortune, alone reprefented feveral 
of thofe imaginary beings. In a poetical re- 
quefl, addrefled to one of the laft and moft 
deferving of the Roman princes who reigned 
in Gaul, Sidonius Appollinaris perfonifies his 
tribute under the figure of a triple monller, the 
Geryon of the Grecian fables, and intreats the 
new Hercules that he would mod gracioufly be 
pleafed to fave his life by putting off three of 
his heads ^\ The fortune of Sidonius far ex*- 
ceeded-the cuftomary yealth of a poet ; but if 
he had purfued the ^lufion, he muil have 
painted many of the Gallic nobles with the 
hundred heads of the deadly jSydra, i^reading 
over the face of the country, and devouring 
the fubftance of an hundred families. IL The 
difficulty of allowing an annual fum of about 
nine pounds fterling, even for the average of 
the capitation of Gaul, m^y be rendered more 
evident by the comparifon of the prefent ftate 
of the fame country, as it is now governed by 
the p^bfolute monarch of an indiiftripus, wealthy, 
and affectionate people. The taxes pf France 
cannot be magnified, either by fear or by flat- 

'^' Geiyones nos efle puUy monllrumque tributumf 
Jlic capita ut vivaxn^ tu mihi toUe trio. 

Sidon. Apollinar. Carm. niL 
The reputation of Fatlier Sirmond led me to expe^ more (atisfa^OM 
than I have found in his note (p. 144.) oh this remarkable pailage. 
The words, fuo ytl /uorum aomioei jbetray the perplexity of the comi^ 
mentator. 

tery. 
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^ry, beyond the annual amount of eighteen chap, 
millions fterling, which ought perhaps to be .^^ '^ 
fbared among four-and-twenty millions of inha- 
bitants '^*. Seven millions of theie, in the ca- 
pacity of fathers, or brothers, or huibands, may 
difcharge the obligations of the remaining mul^ 
titude of women and children ; yet the equal 
proportion of each tributary fubje^l will fcarcely 
rife above fifty Ihillings of our money, inftead 
pf a proportion almoft four times as confiderr 
able, which was regularly impofed on their 
Gallic anceftors. The reafon of this difference 
^nay be found, riot fo niuch in the relative fear- 
city or plenty of gold and filver, as in the dif- 
ferent ftate of fociety in ancient Gaul and in 
i9odem France. In a country where perfonal 
freedom is th^ privilege of every fubjedt, the 
whole mafs of taxes, whether they are levied 
jon property or on confumption, may be fairly 
/divided among the whole body of the nation. 

'** This iflertioA) however formidable it may feem, is founded on 
the original regifters of births, deaths, and marriages, collecfted by 
public authority, and now depofited in the ControU General at Paris. 
The annual average of births throughout the whole kingdom, taken 
in five years (from 1770 to 1774* both mclufive), is 479,649 bojra, 
and 449^269 girls^ m all 928,918 children. The province of French 
Hainault alone fumiihes 9906 births ; and we are afliired, by an 
adlual enimieration of the people, annually repeated from the year 
17 73 to the year 1776^ that, upon an average, Hainault contains 
A57»097 inhabitants. By the rules of fair analogy, we might infer^ 
that tJie ordinary proportion of annual births to the whole people 
is about I to 2^ ; and that the kingdom of France contains 24,151,868 
perfons of both fexes and of every age. If we content ourfelves with 
the more nnoderate proportion of X to 25, the whole population will 
amount to 25,222,950. From the diligent refearches of the French 
government (which are not unworthy of our own imitation), we may 
liope to obtain a f^ greater degree pf certainty on this important ' 
fiibje^. 

But 
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CHAP. But the far greater part of the lands of aii> 
'^^^' cient Gaul, as well as of the other provinces of 
the ^ Roman world, were cultivated by flaves, 
or by peafants, whofe dependent condition was 
a lefe rigid fervitude''^ In luch a ftate the 
poor were maintained at the expence of the 
mailers, who enjoyed the fruits of their la- 
bour; and as the rolls of tribute were filled 
only with the names of thofe citizens who pof- 
feffed the means of an honourable, or at lead 
of a decent fubfiftence, the comparative fmall- 
nefs of their numbers explains and juftifies the 
high rate of their capitation. The truth of this 
affertion may be illuflrated by the following 
example : The uiEdui, one of the moft power, 
ful and civilized tribes or cities of Gaul, occu- 
pied an extent of territory, which now contains 
above five hundred thoufand inhabitants, in 
the two ecclefiafl^ical diocefes of Autun ai»d 
Nevers '^* : and with the probable accefilon 

^^^ Cod. Tkeod* 1. v. tit. ix. x. xl. Cod. Juftiniao. Lxi. tit.lxMi. 
Colonl appellantur qui conditionem debent genital! foloy propter 
agriculturam fub dominio pofreflbnim. Auguflin. de Civitate Deif 
1. X. c. L 

'^ The ancient juriidi^on of {Augiiftodunum) Autun in Burgundy^ 
the capital of the ^duiy comprehended the adjacent territory of 
(Noviodunum) Nevers. See d'Anville, Notice de I'Ancienne Gaule» 
p. 491. The two diocefes of Autun and Nevers are now compofed> 
the former of 6ZO9 and the latter of 160 parilhes. The fegifiers 
of birthsf taken during eleven years, in 476 pariihes of the fame 
province of Burgundy, and multiplied by the moderate proportion of 25, 
(fee Meflance Recherches fur la Population, p. 142*^ may authorife 
us to align an average number of 656 perfons for each parilb, which 
being again . multiplied by the 770 parUhes of the diocefes of Nevers 
and Autun, will produce the fum of 505,120 perfons for the eas^eilt 
fif country which was once poflefled by the JEduL 

of 
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of thofe of CMlons and Ma^on"^ the popula- CHAP, 
tion would amount to eight hundred thoufand ^^^^' 
fouls. In the time of Conftantine, the terri- 
tory of the iBdui afforded no more than twenty- 
five thoufand heads of capitation, of whom feven 
thoufand were difcharged by that prince from 
the intolerable weight of tribute *'\ A jufl 
analogy would feem to countenance the opinion 
of an ingenious hiftorian '*% that the free and 
tributary citizens did not furpafs the number 
of half a million ; and if, in the ordinary ad- 
ininiflration of government, their annual pay- 
ments may be computed at about four millions 
and a half of our money, it would appear, that 
although the fhare of each individual was four 
times as confiderable, a fourth part only of 
the modern taxes of France was levied on 
the Imperial province of Gaul. The exa6tions 
of Conftantius may be calculated at feven mil- 
lions flerling, which were reduced to two mil- 
lions by the humanity or the wifdom of Julian. 
But this tax, or capitation, on the proprietors 
of land, would have fuffered a rich and nume- 

**^ We might derive an additional fuppty of 301)750 inhabitants 
from the diocefes of Chilons {Cabillonum) and of Ma9on (Mati/co) ; 
fince they ccmtain» the one aooy and the other 2609 pariihes, Thii 
acceifion of territory might be juftified by very fpecious reafons. 
!• Chalons and Ma9on were undoubtedly within the original jurif- 
di^Uon of the JEdui. (See D'Anviile Notice, p. 187. 443'> »• In the 
Kotitia of Gauly they are enumerated not as Civitatej, but merely as 
Cqfiriu 3. They do not appear to have been epifcopal feats before 
the fifth tAd (ixth centuries. Yet there is a paflage in Eumeniua 
(Panegyr. Vet. viii. 7.) which very forcibly deters me from extending 
the territory of the i£dui, in the reign of Conftantine, along the beau* 
tlful banks of the navigable Saone. 

*^ Eumenius in Panegyr. Vet. viii. 11. 

'''' L'Abbe di^Bos Hift Critique de la M. F. torn. i. p. lai. 

rous 
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CHAP, rdus clafs of free citizens to efcape. With the 
^^^^^ view of fharing that Ipecies of wealth which is 
Capitatbn derived from art or labour, and which exiils in 
*^^cr*dL- ^^"^y ^^ ^^ merchandife, the emperors impofed 
tiy. a diflin6l and perfbnal tribute on the trading 

part of their fubjeftd*". Some exemptions, 
very ftri6lly confined both in time and place^ 
werfe allowed to the proprietors who difpofed of 
the produce of their own eftates. Some indul- 
gence was granted to the profeflion of the li^ 
beral arts : but every other branch of commer- 
cial induftry was aifefted by the feverity of the 
law. The honourable merchant of Alexandria,- 
who imported the gems and fpices of India for 
the ufe of the weftern world ; the ufurer, whdf 
derived from the intereft of money a filent and 
ignominious profit j the ingenious manufac-i 
turer, the diligent mechanic, and even the moft 
obfcure retailer of a fequeftered village, were 
obliged to admit the officers of the revenue into 
the partnerfhip of their gain: and the fovereign 
of the Roman empire, who tolerated the pro- 
feffion, confented to fliare the infamous falary 
of public proftitutes. As this general tax upon 
induflry was colle6bed every fourth year, it was 
ilyled the Ltt/irql Contribution: and the hiflo- 
rian Zofimus *^^ laments that the approach of 
the fatal period was announced by the tears and 
terrors of the citizens, who were often cora-^ 

*'" See Cod. Theod. 1. xiiL tit. i. and iv. 

*^ Zofimus, 1. ii. p. 115. There is probably as mpch paffion and 
prejudice in the attack of Zofimus, as in the elaborate defence of the. 
memory of Confbmtine by the zealous Dr.HowelL HiiL of ^e 
Worldy* yoL ii. p. ao. 

* pelled 
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peUed by the impending fcourge to embrace c H A p. 
the moft abhorred and unnatural methods of . ^^^' 
procuring the film at tvhich their property had 
been afiefled. The teilimony of Zoflmus can-* 
not indeed be juftified from the* charge of paC- 
fion and prejudice j but, from the nature of 
this tribute, it feems reafonable to conclude 
that it was arbitrary in the diftribution, and ex- 
tremely rigorous in the mode of colledling. 
The fecret wealth of commercie, and the preca- 
rious profits of art or labour, are fufceptible 
only of a difcretiotiary valuation, which is 
feldom difadvantageous to the interefl: of the 
treafuryj and as the perfon of the trader fup- 
plies tiie want of a vifible and permanent fecu- 
rity, the payment of the impofition, which, in 
the cafe of a land-tax, may be obtained by the 
feizure of property, can rarely be extorted by 
any other means than thofe of corporal ptmifli-* 
ments. The cruel treatment of the infolvetot 
debtors of the ftate, is attefted,^ and was per* 
haps mitigated by a very humane edi6l of Con-* 
ftantine, who, disclaiming the ufe of racks and 
of fcourges, allots a fpacious and airy prifonfor 
the place of their confinement '^^ 

Thefe general taxes were impofed and levied free&£tii' 
by the ablblute authority of the monarchy j but 
the occasional offerings of the coronary gold 
ilill retained the name and femblance of po^ 
pular conient*^ It was an ancient cufi^om that 
the allies of the republic, who afcribed their 
fafety or deliverance to the fuccefs of the Ro- 

2* Cod. Thcod. L xii tit Tii* leg. 3. 

man 
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c H A p» man arms ; and even the cities of Italy, wh# 
^^^^ admired the virtues of their vi6lorious general, 
adorned the pomp of his triumph by their vo- 
luntary gifts of crowns of gold, which after the 
ceremony were confecrated in th^ temple of 
Jupiter, to remain a lafling monument of his 
glory to future ages. The progrefs of zeal and 
flattery foon multiplied the number, and in- 
creafed the fize, of thefe popular donations ^ 
and the triumph of Caefar was enriched with 
two thoufand eight hundred and twenty-two 
mafly crowns, whofe weight amounted to twenty 
thoufand four hundred and fourteen pounds of 
gold. This treafure was immediately melted 
down by the prudent didlator, who was fatis-- 
fied that it would be more ferviceable to his 
foldiers than to the gods : his example was imi- 
tated by his fucceffors ; and the cuftom was. 
introduced of exchanging thefe fplendid orna- 
ments for the more acceptable prefent of the 
current gold coin of the empire ^^\ The Ipon- 
taneous offering was at length exa6led as the 
debt of duty ; and inflead of being confined to 
the occafion of a triumph, it was fuppofed to 
be granted by the feveral cities and provinces 
of the monarchy, as often as the Emperor con-* 
defcended to announce his acceffion, his con-^^ 
fulfhip, the birth of a fon, the creation of a 
. Caefar, a vi6lory over the Barbarians, or any- 
other real or imaginary event which graced the ^ 

''' See Lipiius de niagmtud. Romana. Lii, 0.9* The Tarragonen* 
Spain prefented the Emperor Claudius with a crown of gold pf teveng 
and Gaul with another of niney hundred pounda weight* I have fol- 
k>wed the rational emendation of Lipfius. 

iQ ^naU 
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annals of his reign. The peculiar free gift of c H a p. , 
the fenate of Rome was fixed by cuftom^at fix- ^ ^-'^ 
teen hundred pounds of gold, or about fixty 
four thouiand pounds fterling. The opprefled 
fubjefils celebrated their own felicity, that their 
fovereign fiiould gracioufly confeiit to accept 
this feeble but voluntary teftimony of their loy- 
alty and gratitude ^'\ 

A people elated by pride, or foured by dif- Conciu< 
content, are feldom qualified to form a juft efti- ^"* 
mate of their a^ual fituation. The fubje6ls of 
Confl;antine were incapable of difcerning the 
decline of genius and manly virtue, which fo 
far degraded them below the dignity of their 
anceftors j but they could feel and lament the 
rage of tyranny, the relaxation of difcipline, 
and the encreafe of taxes. The impijrtial hif- 
torian, who acknowledges the jufl:ice of their 
complaints, will obferve fome favourable cir- 
cumfl;ances which tended to alleviate the itiifery 
of their condition. The threatening tempeil of 
Barbarians, which fo foon fubverted the foun- 
dations of Roman greatnefs, was fi;ill repelled, 
or fufpended, on the frontiers. The arts of 
luxury and literature were cultivated, and the 
elegant pleafures of fociety were enjoyed by 
the inhabitants of a confiderable portion of -the 
globe. The forms, the pomp, and the expence 
of the civil adminifi;ration contributed to re- 
flrain the irregular, licence of the foldiers ; and 

^^ Cod.Theo(L I. xii. tit. xiii. The fenatow were fuppore4 to 
be exempt from the Aurum Coronarium ; but the Auri Oblatio% 
which was required at thcjr^iuuidsy was precifely of the fame nature* 

VOL. III. H although 
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e H A P. |^t)w>Hgh tl^ |tjw« were violated by power, or 
^^^^^ perverted by fubtlety, the fage principles of th^ 
Itowan }urifprudence preferv^ a fknte of o^4et 
fmd equjity, unknow-9 to ttie d^fpotic gover^r 
ineiK,ts of the eaift. The rig^s xxf mankind 
mi^^ derive fome pix^t^e^Uop from celigiiOJ^ and 
philofc^hy; and the name of fr,eedom, whidi 
could no longer alarm, might ibmetimea ad^io- 
nifib, the fucce0brs of Auguftus, that they did 
iHMt reign over a naitjion of Slaves or ^^b^^ 
rians '^\ 

'^^ 'Hie great Theodoflusy in his judicious advice to his (on 
(Olaudian in iv. Confulat. Honodi, 214, &c.) diftinguifhefi die fiadoo 
of a Roman pnact iiom ,that of a Parthian monarch. V^fta^ Tfi^ 
neQefli^v for the one ; birth mkht fufiice for the other. 



pf Ttt? aOHAff gMPiftjE. ^j 



CHAP, XV|iI> 

Oiara&er qfC&nJUmtine.-^ Gothic WariT-^Deatk 
qfCan/iantims* — r Divifion of the Empire among 
his three Sons^ -r- Perjian War. -r-r Tragic 
Deaths of Coryiantine the Yoimger qnd Con^ 
JianSi — Uf/urpation of Magnentiics, — ■ Gvil 
War* — Vidory qf Con/iantius* 

'^[^IJK char^dter of the prince who removed the c H A p. 
feat of empire, and introduced fuch impor- ^ ^^"^ 
t^pt changes into the civil and religious confti- charaaer 
tutix^n of hi? country, Jia^ fixed the attention, ^^' 
^d ^ivi^od tjie opinions, of mankind* By the *^' 
grateful zgal of th^ ChrAftians, the deliverer of 
tlje church Ij^ bepn decpr^ted with every attri^ 
l>#te of ^ hero, and (even of a faipt ; while th^ 
^{oQftteni pf the yanquiihe^ party has com- 
pared Conftaptinie ^o the fao&. abhorred pf 
thofe tyrants, who, by their v^ce apd weaknpfs, 
dishonoured the Imperial purple* The fam^ 
p^flion§ have ^n ^me degree beeri perpetuated 
tp fuc/ceeding ge^eri^tipn^^ an4 the character pf 
Cpnftantinp is cpp^Aered, eyeu in the prefent 
9ge, a^ an objefSb i^ither pf fatire or of pan^^ 
gyric. Py the impartial jupion pf thofe defedla 
which are confeffed by his warmed admirers, 
and of thojGe virtues which are acknowledged 
l^y hi? Wpft !fflpl*c^We enemies, we might hope, 
to delineate a jwft poritrpit pf that e^ttraordipwy 
man, which the truth afld cg^pdour of hiftpry 
H 2 ihould 
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CHAP, fhould adopt without a blufli \ But it would 
f-^-L* ^^^^ appear, that the vain attempt to blend fuch 
difcordant colours, and to reconcile fuch incon- 
fiftent qualities, muil produce a figure monftrous 
rather than human, unlefs it is viewed in its proper 
and diflin6t lights, by a careful feparation of the 
different periods of the reign of Conftantine. 
His vir- The perfon, as well as the mind, of Conflan- 

*"^' tine had been enriched by nature with her 
choiceft endowments. His ftature was lofty, 
his countenance majeflic, his deportment grace- 
ful ; his ftrength and adlivity were difplayed in 
every manly exercife, and from his earlieft 
youth, to a very advanced feafon of life, he 
preferved the vigour of his conftitution by a 
llri6b adherence to the domeftic virtues of 
chaftity and temperance. He delighted in the 
fecial intercourfe of familiar converfation ; and 
though he might fometinoes indulge his dilpofi- 
tion to raillery with lefs ref^rve than was required 
by the fevere dignity of his ftation, the courtefy 
and liberality of his manners gained the hearts 
of all who approached him. The fincerity of 
his friendfliip has been fufpe6led; yet he fhewed, 
on fome occafions, that he was not incapable of 
a warm and lafting attachment. The difad- 
vantage of an illiterate education had not pre- 
vented him from forming a juft ^ftimate of 

• ' On ne fe trompera p(^tfur Cenibntiiiy en croyant touble.mal 
<}u^en dit Eufebey et tout le bien qu'en dit Zoiime. Fleury Hift. £c- 
clefiafUque, torn. iiL p. 2(35. Eufebius and Zofimus form indeed th« 
two extremes of flattery and invetSUve. The intermediate ihades are 
expreired1)y thofe.wptorsy yhofe charadler or iituation varioufly tem- 
pered the influence c^ their religious zeaL 

* ij ' the 
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the value of learDinj?; and the arts and fciences chap. 

"5CVTIT 

derived fome encouragement from the munificent y 
protection of Conftantine. In the difpatch of^ 
bufinefs, his diligence was indefatigable j and 
the active 'ppwers of his mind were almoil con- 
tinually exercifed in reading, writing, or medi- 
tating, in giving audiences to ambafladors, and in 
exapEiining the complaints of his fubje6i;s. Even 
tho^ who qenfured the propriety of his meafures 
were compelled to acknowledge that he poflefled 
magnanimity to conceive, and patience to exe- 
cute, the inpft arduous defigns, without being, 
checked either by the prejudices of education, or 
by the clamours of the multitude^ In the field, 
he infufed his own intrepid fpirit into the troops, 
whom he condu6led with- the talents of a con- 
fummate general ; and to his abilities, rather than 
to his fortune, we may afcribe the fignal victories 
which he obtained over the foreign and dom^ftic 
foes of the republic. He loved glory as the re- 
ward, perhaps as the motive, of his labours. 
The boundlef^ ambition, which from the mo- 
ment of his accepting the purple at York, ap- 
pears as the ruling paffion of his foul, may be 
juftified by the dangers of his own fituation, by 
the character of his rivals, by the confciou&efs 
of fupefior merit, and by the profpe6t that 
his fuccefs would enable him to reftore peace 
and order to the diftra6led empire. In his civil 
wars againft Maxentius and Licinius, he had 
engaged on his fide, the inclinations of the peo- 
ple, who compared the undiflembled vices of 
thofe tyrants with the Ipirit of wifdom and juf- 
H 3 tice 
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c HA P. tice which ffeertied to direft the geWeWJ t*tt«r eif 

'31 ^^ ^'^^ adminiftration of Conftantine *. 

Hw vices. Had Conftantine fallen on the btokd of ihS 
Tyber, or even in the plaihs of HadriatfOf'te, 
fuch is the chara6ler which, with a ftW exc^jjS* 
tions, he might have tranffliitted to pofterity^ 
But the conclufion of his reign (according to th# 
moderate and indeed tender fentence of a writef 
of the fame age) degraded him from the rwtik 
which he had acquired among the tfioft defe^-? 
jng of the Roman princes ', In the life of 
Auguftusj we behold the tyrant of the f^id^c^^ 
(converted, almoft by imperceptible Aegieek^ itlv 
to the father of his country^ and of hntnati KJnd^ 
In that of Conftantine, we may contemplate? H 
hero, who had fo long inl][>ired his fiibjeSts witfr 
JoVe and his enemies with terrof, degeMt^ifitg 
into a cruel and diffolute monarch, cortitfrte^ 
by his fortune, or f aifed by conque^ abdve the 
AJD. neceffity of diffimulation. The general peace 

Bis-ssp ^hich he maintained during the Jaft fdurtefeft 
years of his ^eign^ was ^ period ot apparent 

' The virtues of CohiUntiiie tt^ colfekfled for die ifaoft paft troM 
Eutropiusy and the younger Vidloff two fincire pa^uu^ wild 
wrote after the extindiion of his family. Even Zofimus^ and the 
Einperor Julian, acknorwted^e hid perfSbnd eoUrage' an^ inilltari;^ 
atchievements. 

^ See Eutrdpiusy x. 6. In ][»rinu) Imperii tempore eptimis prinei^ 
pibus, ultimo mediis cotn^arandu?. From die ancieiit Gi'fei V6N 
lion of Poeanios (edit. Harercamp. p. 69 y.), I am incMed to iil& 
])e6l that Eutropius had originally written wix mediis ? and that the 
offenlive monofyllable was dropped by the wilful inadvertency of 
tranfcribers. Aurdius Vii^ expi*e^es thSd gMieral 6piAio6 by % 
vulgar and indeed ol^fcure proverb.^ Tracbala decern annis pr8> 
ftantiffimus; duodecim fequentibud /^'i^ro; decein liovifiunis ^f^/«i 
pb immocKeas j^tofoiioMs* 

Iplendor 
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QiSeridof rather tftaft of reial potj^tky f BtA th& c^ rf a^ p/ 
dH age of' Conftantine wa«F difgraced by the op- xvm, 
^ofite yet Feconcifeable vices of rafpdcioufiiefs^ 
afid ptodig^\rtj. The accumukfed tifeafiire^ 
t&tirtd ih the palaices of Maxefttkus and LiciiiiiiSy 
^ere laviftly confamed;* the vairkmsFiiin^Vdtioiisr 
introdaced by the eo*q«eror,^ were at^eilrdtodf 
with att iwcreafiiig €kpemtei the coft of hisj 
burfalrngsr, his eOtf^^ and Ms :feitivals, reqttil'eil 
an inMnediaiief and ple^iful ikfffy \ amd the^ o^ 
pteffion of the people w^s the Only fittid \thicH 
cotild ftrppoiPt the nftagnifieence of the fover^igft^^ 
fiis unworthy favonrife», ehrfehed by the boand^ 
Je& liberiaUty e^ their Aii^ei^, ufui^pedf wttb k(i« 
pnnity the pifirilege of rapine and con^uption^ 
A fecret but miiverfal decaiy Was feW in every 
part of the publie admi^ftrationv and the £m^ 
peror himfelf, though he Mt ret^ned the obe-^ 
dience, gi'adnatly loft th^ eileem of his fulb^ifits* 
Thedre&^mdn^nner^yi/^hich, towards thedecline 
of Hfe, he chofe to aiife£t^ ferved only to degraile 
hita in the eyes of mankinds The Afiatic pomp, 
which had been adopted by the pride of Diocle- 
tian, affiimed aii aif of foftnefe af»d effeminacy 
in the perfbn of ConftiiMirie. He \^ reprefented 

^ Jaluuik Orat. L ^;8. in a ftrttenng di&eiAie pronouaced befoni 
t^ foil of Conftantine; and Caefares) p. 335. Zofimus, p»ii4> 
115. Tfie &fdy buildings of Coiiftalititfdple, fXt. i^ay be quoted 
as a lafting and unexceptionable proof of the profiifenefs of their 
(eunder. 

^ Tke impartial Amnuanm d^efvtM all our confidence. Ph»d« 
HMsrum faucet apenik prioEMMT ononiuai Coaftantiaiib L. xvi c. S. 
Ettfd^ih kinfelf confeflet the abufe (Vit. Conftantia* Liy. c. 09. 
54-) ; aad Ibme ^ t^ie Imperial kwk^ fed^ poiait- out- the emedy* 
See above^ p*53* of thtt volume. 

H 4 with 
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CHAP, withialfe hair of various colours, laborioufly ar* 
ranged by the ikilful artifts of thetimes ; a diadem 
of a new and more expenfive falhion ; a profufion 
of gems and pearls, of collars and bracelets, and 
a variegated flowing robe of filk, mofl curioufly 
embroidered with flowers of gold. In fuch ap- 
parel, fcarcely to be excufed by the youth and 
folly of Elagabalus, we are at a lofs to difcover 
the wifdom of an aged monarch, and the Aim- 
plicity of a Roman veteran \ A mind thus re- 
laxed by pro(perity and indulgence, was incapa- 
ble of rifing to that magnanimity which difdains 
fuipicion, and dares to forgive. The deaths of 
Maximian and Licinius may perhaps be jufl:ified 
by the maxims of policy as they are taught in 
the fchools of tyrants j but an impartial narra- 
tive of the executions, or rather murders, which 
fuUied the declining age of Confl^antine, will 
fuggefl^ to our moil candid thoughts, the idea of 
a prince who could facrifice without reludtance 
the laws of jufl^ice and the feelings of nature, 
to the dictates either of his pafiions or of his 
interefl;. 

Bis famajr. jjjg f^j^^ fortune which fo invariably followed 

the fl;andard of Confl:antine, feemed to fecure 

the hopes and comforts of his domefl;ic life* 

Thofe among his predeceflbrs who had enjoyed 

V the longeft, and moft, prolperous reigns, Auguf- 

* Julian» in the Catfarst attempts to ridicule his uncle. His fiiit 
picious teftimony is confirmed however by the learned Spanheim^ 
with the authority of medals (fee Commentairey p. tjS* 299. 397. 
459*)* Bufebius (Orat. c. 5.) alieges^ that Conftantine drefled for 
the public, not for himfelf. Were this admittedr the vaineft cojc- 
comb could never want an ezcufe. 

tus. 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 105 

tus, Trajan, and Diocletian, had been dlfap* chap, 
pointed of pofterity ; and the frequent revohi- ^^^j" [* 
tions had never allowed fufficient time for any 
Imperial family to grow up and multiply under 
the ihade of the purple. But the royalty of the 
Flavian line, which had been firft ennobled by 
the Gothic Claudius, defcended through feveral 
generations ; and Conftantine himfelf derived 
from his royal father the hereditary honours 
which he tranfmitted to his children. The Em- 
peror bad been twice married. Minervina, the 
obfcure but lawful obje6l of his youthful attach- 
iBent% had left him only one fon, who was 
called Crifpus. By Faufta, the daughter of 
Maximian, he bad three daughters, and three 
fons, known by the kindred names of Conftan- 
tine, Conft.antius, and Gonftans. The unambi- 
tious brothers of the great Conftantine, Julius 
Conftantius, Dalmatius, and Hannibalianus % 
were permitted to enjoy the moft honourable 
rank, and the moft affluent fortune that could 
be confiftent with a private ftation. The young- 
eft of the three lived without a name, and died 
without pofterity. His two elder brothers ob- 
tained in marriage the daughters of wealthy 
fenators, and propagated new branches of the 

^ Zofimus and Zonarus agree in, reprefenting Minervina as the 
concubine of Conftantine : but Ducange has very gallantly refcued 
her charaiSter, by producing a deciiive pailage from one of the pane** 
gyrics : " Ab ipfo fine pueritiae te matrimonii legibus dedifti.'* 

* Ducange (Familiae Byzantinae, p. 44O beftows on himj after 
Zonaras) the name of Conilantine ; a name fomewhat unUkely» as it 
was already occupied by the elder brother. That of Hannibalianus 
is mentioned in the Pafchal Chronicle^ and is approved by Tillemonty 
{iift.^ des £mpereurs> torn. iv. p. 527. 

Imperial 
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e H A F. Imperial race. Galks and Julian afterwarc(s b^^ 
^^^^^^^ came the moft illuftriou^ of the children of Juliui 
Conftantinfs tb6 Patriciarii The two fons of DaU 
fnatius, wh6 had been decorated with the vain 
title O^Cenfbt^ were named Dalmatiusi and Han- 
nibalianud. The two fillers of the great Conftan- 
tine, Anaflafia and Eutropia, were beflowed oil 
Optatus and N^potianus, two feftaliors of noblfi 
birth and of confular dignity. His third fillet, 
Conllantia, was diftinguilhed by her pfre-etni- 
nence of greatnefs and of mifery. She remained 
the widow of the vanquHhed Licinius ; and H 
was by her intreaties, that an innocent boy, the 
offspring of their marriage, preferved for foiAe 
time, his life, the title of Caefar, and a precarions 
hope of the fucceffion. Befides the femaJfes, aihJ 
the allies of the Flavian hoirfe, ten or twefte 
male^ to whom the laftguage' of modern courts 
would apply the title of princes of the blood, 
feemed, according to the order of their birth, to 
be deftined either to inherit or to fupport the 
throne of Coiiftantine. But in lefs than thirty 
years, this numerous and encreafing family wad 
reduced to the peifons of Conftantiusr aiid Julian, 
who alone had furvived a feries of crimed and ea* 
lamities, fuch as the tragic poets haver deplored in 
the devoted lines of Pelops and of Cadmuis. 
Virtues of Crifpus, the eldeft iox^ oi Con^fti^tine, afid the 
^^P"** prefumptive hek of the em]^re, is reprefented 
by impartial hiftorians as an amiaUo and aecom- 
plifiied yonth. The care of his education, or at 
lead of his ftudies, was entrusted to La6ta»tiiis, 
the moft eloquent of th^ Chriftians j a preceptor 
10 admirably 
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admirably qtiailified to form the tdle, and td ix- C it A R 
«ite the virtuei^ of his illuftrious difciple '. At , 
4he age of feventeen, Crifpus was invefted with 
the title of Cffifar, and the adminiilration of the 
Gsdlic provinces, where the inroaids of the Ger- 
ittfanK gave him un earlj occafion of fignalizing 
iti» military propels. In the civil war Which 
broke ttxt foon afterwards^ the father afid foil 
divided their powers j and this hiftory has al* 
jeady celebrated the valour as well as conduct 
difplayed by the latter, in forcing the ftreightS 
of the Hellefpoiit, fo obftinately defended by 
the fuperior fleet of LiciniiiSi This fiaval viftory 
(coiitribtited to determine the eveirt off the war j 
lind the names of ConftaMine and of Crifpus 
^€t& united in the joyful acclainatioiis of their 
iAttetA fttbjetSls : who Idudly proclaimed, th*t 
fhe world had been fubdued, ailid was noNv go- 
terriedbyan emfperor endowed with every virtue^ 
«id by is* illuftriotfe fon, a prince beloted of 
heaven, and the lively image of his father*s per- 
fbSLiom. The public favour, which feldom ac-^ 
com^aniei^ oM age, diflufed its loftre over thd 
youth of Crifpus. He deferved the efteeiti, and 
he engaged the affections of the court, the army, 
fttid the pe6ple« Th^ experienced merit of a 
l^eigning monarch is atcknowledged by his fub- 
je6ls with relufilance, and frequently desaed 

^ JiSr^Ot.' H C&m,^ TU p&¥eftf of Li^sM^ fSkf hti ap^ML 
fitlb&t^^tfi^ pMSeaiidit Wsder^^^ pWtfhpheff 6t to t)i6ftuHil 

f^ ^' P* 345* 13^4^ KHiotiitfDilk^ Ee^t^dt torn, u p« idj* IJnA 

with 
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CHAP, with partial and difcontented murmurs ; ijyhile^ 

^^^j^ from the opening virtues of his fucceffor, they 

fondly conceive the moft unbcmnded hopes of 

private as well as public felicity". 

Jeaioufy This dangerous popularity foon excited the 

^^J* attention of Conftantine, who, both as a father 

A.D.324. and as a king, was impatient of an equalr Inftead 

^^* '®* of attempting to fecure the allegiance of his fon, 

by the generous ties of confidence and gratitude, 

he refolved to prevent the mifchiefs which might 

be apprehended from difTatisfied, ambition. Crif- 

pus foon had reafoa to complain, that while his 

infant brother Conflantius was fent with the title 

of Gsefar, to reign over his peculiar department 

of the Gallic provinces ", he^ a, prince of mature 

years, who had performed fuch recent and fignal 

fervices, inftead of being raifed to the fuperior 

rank of Auguftus, was confined almoft a prifoner 

to his father's court; and expofed, without power 

or defence, to every calumny which the malice of 

his enemies could fuggeft. Under fuch painful 

circumftances, the royal youth might not always 

"be able to compofe his behaviour, or fupprels his 

difcontent j and we may be afTured, that he was 

'"^ Euftb. Hift. Bccleliaft. 1. x. c. 9. Eutropius (x. 6.) ftyles him 
«< egregium vjrum ;" and Julian (Orat. 1.) very phdnly alludes to 
thie exploits of Crifpus in the civil war. See Spanheinu Comment, 
p. 92. 

" Compare Idatius and the PaTchal Chronicle^ with Ammianus 
(1. xiv. c. 5.). The year in which Confiantius was created Cxfart 
items to be more accurately fixed by the two chnrndogifts ; but the 
hoftorian who lived in his court> could not be ignorant of the daj of 
the anniveriary. For the appointment of the new Caefar to the 
provinces of Gaul» fee Julian^ Orat. i. p. xa. Godefroy^ ChronoL 
Legum* p« %6. and Blondel de la Primaute de TEglifei p. 1x83. 

encom« 
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Mcompafled by a train of indifcreet or perfi- c $ A p. 
dious followers, who afliduoufly ftudied to in- ,^^^*_f 
flapie, and who were perhaps inftni6led to 
betray, the unguarded warmth of his refent- 
ment. An edi6l of Conftantine, publiihed AJD.ja^. 
about this time, manifeftly indicates his real or ^^^^ '* 
affe6led fufpicions, that a fecret confpiracy had 
been formed againil his perfon and government. 
' By all the allurements of honours and rewards, 
he invites informers of every degree to accufe 
without exception his magiftrates or miniflers, 
his friends or his moft intimate favourites, pro- 
tefting, with a folemn afleveration, that he him- 
felf will liften to the charge, that he himfelf will 
revenge his injuries ; and concluding with a 
prayer, which difcovers fome apprehenfion of 
danger, that the providence of the Supreme 
Being may ftill continue to prote6t the fafety' 
of the Emperor and of the empire". 

The informers, wlio complied with fo liberal Bifgnce 
an invitation, were fufficiently verfed in the arts *f c^^s. 
of courts to fele6l the friends and adherents of A,b.3a6. 
Crifpus as the guilty perfons j nor is there any '^^^^' 
reafon to diftruft the veracity of the Emperor, 
who had promifed an ample meafure of revenge 
and punifliment. The policy qf. Conftantine 
maintained, however, the fame appearances of 
regard and confidence towards a fon, whom he 
began to confider as his moft irreconcileable 
enemy. Medals were ftruck with the cuftomary 
vows for the long and aufpicious reign of the 

" Cod. Theod. 1. ix. tit. iv. Godefroy fufpe^led the f€cret motives 
of this law* Comment, torn. iii. p. 9* 

} ' ' young 



CHAP, yimng Caeiar '^; m4 lui the people, wbo w^eiBi^^)^ 
^^ , admitted into *he feierets pf the pulap^, ftill 
loved his virtues, ajnd refpe/5led bis dignjty, » 
poet who (blicits ki^ repal from exile, ^ef^ 
with equal devotion the majpfty of th^ fkth^ 
and that of the fon '\ The time w§s pQw 
arrived for celebrating the auguft ceren^p^y of 
tb/e tw^ntiejth year ot' the reign of CpoftaQttfi^e ; 
and the Emperor, for that purpo^, rjem^v^4 hi« 
Goiart from Nicomedia to Roaa,e, where tk^ gio/jb 
fplendid preparations had been mf^^e for his f/s- 
ceptioQ. Every eye, and every topgu^, gi^^d 
tp exprels their fenfe of the gene^aji hj^ppipe^, 
and tj[ie veil of ceremony and diflimHiation w^^ 
drawn for a whilje oyer the d^keil defigns of 
r^yenge and murder '^ Ii^ the p9id)| of the 
feilival, the unfortunajte Criipps ^^s appr^- 
h^p4ed by order of the Emperor, wt^o l;^f^ ^&^ 
the tendernefs of a father, without a^ufping th^ 
equity of a judge. The ex^pinatipf) was ^rt 
and private'^} and as it was thought ^^Cfdul to 
CQpceal the fate of the young prince fro^ th^ 

*3 Ducange Fam. Byzant. p,. a8. Tille^iont^ ton^. iy. p. 6io. 

^ His name was Poiphyiiuk Optatianus. Tke date of his pane- 
g^ijcy '^tten according to the ukfi of the a^ ^ ^e acrol^cs^ if 
fettled by Scaliger ad Eofeb. p. ^50. Tillemonty t<^. iv. p. 607. 
and Fabricius Biblioth. Latin, l.iy. c« i. 

^^ y^^oijni. l.ii. p. 103. podefroy Chr^i^ol. )l^gum> p> {»f • 

'^ A)cp»T«;;9 witboift a trialf is the ftrong, afid mo^ prob^ly the 
juft expreffion of Suidas. The elder Victory who wrote under jtiie 
. next rei£a> fpeaks ynfii brining c^utjjb^. << N^$ graf^or inc^r 
turn qua causa, patris judicio occidiileti" If y^e c^nfult th^e fuc- 
ceeding writers, Eutropius, the younger ViAor, Orolius, jerom, 
ZoA9m^> Ptdlo$orgius, an4 Cregoiry fif T9VV9^ ^^ liWPwIedge 
will appear gradually to increafe, as their means of information muft 
have dimijoli^dy a circ|yiTnftjinip« 9!^^ ^Ffifi^iff^y 9^r&il9 JP JUfl^i^^ 
difquiiition. 

eyeB 
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^{^ af tb^ Roman people, he was (knt under a c H A p« 
ftrwg gu^cj tQ Pol^, ip Jftria, wlwe, fqon after- .^^ 
1frard$9 lie f^A9 pvlt to death, either by jbhe hmA 
9f Ithe ei|;ecMiipn9r, or by the more gentle oper 
ration of poifon 'h The C^^fkr Licinius, a youtb 
of ^tm^able ma»Bj&rBj w^ involved in the ruin 
of Crilp^s '^ ; and the ftera j/ealoiify of Conftan- 
tin^ wa^ i^q[ioyed by the prayers and tears of 
]^ i^vou^iite iift^r, plea^ding for the life of i» 
fon ; whofe r^n^L liyas his only crime, and whofe 
lofs (he did not long furvive. The dory lof 
thefe i^nhappy princes, the n^ure ^.nd evidence 
of their guilt, the forms of their tr^l, and the 
€^ctii]^ai)<ces pf their death, wer^ buried ki 
Dayljierious obfeurityj and the courtly biih<^, 
vfhfi h9^ oel/ebr^ted in an elaborate work the 
v;i^tuei^ t^id piety of his hero, qbferve^ ^ p^ijL- 
^nt Si^oc^ on the fubjei9; of 1;hefe tragic 
^v^^t^'^. :JSiiich haughty contempt £or the 
9f»ini^ x^t»mki^9 whilit it imprints ^n indb* 
l^ljs ftajin 0^1 the memory of Cpnftaptioe, muH 
ijgpnind u? of the v^ry different behaviour of on^ 

' '7 Ammianus (K xiv* c. zi.) uCes the general expreflion olperemp^ 
turn. Codinus (p*340 behedcU the young prince; but Sidonius 
4|yiltin9ri8(£piftol. v.^.ji for tjie fake perhaps of ai^ ^tithefis t9 
Faulta's warm bath> choofes to adminifier a draught of coU poifon. 

*^ Sororis filium, commodae indolis juvenem. Eutropius, x.6. 
B^y I not be permitted to coi^e<£bu«» that Cri^us h^d intfried Hele- 
nay the d^^ughter of the Emperor Liciniusy and that on the happy de- 
livery of the princefsy in the year 3aa, a general pardon was granted 
h^ Confiantine? See Pucs^ge Fam. Byzlnt. p. 4.7. and the lav 
(1. ix. tit. xxxvii.) of the Theodofian Code, which has fo much em- 
iarrafled the interpreters. Godefroy* torn. iii. p. *67. 

'9 Sfiji ^e l)^ of Conft^tine, partijcularly 1. ii. c. ^9, jiq. Two 
hiug^d utad fifty yean afterwards Eyagrius (i.iii c.4i*) deduc^4 
fro^i nhe i^^ce of EufeUiw a vain jurgvuoeat i^ainft the r$a^ty of ik^ 
f^. 

of 
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CHAP, of the greateft monarchs of the prefent age# 

^-^^^Lf ^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^^ i» ^^^ fuUpoffeffion of defpotic 
power, fubmitted to the judgment of Ruflia, of 
Europe, and of pofterity, the reafons which had 
compelled him to fubfcribe the condemnation of 
a criminal, or at leaft of a degenerate, fon *°. 
The Em- The innocence of Crifpus was fo univerfally 
Fa«iL acknowledged, that the modern Greeks, who 
adore the memory of their founder, are reduced 
to palliate the guilt of a parricide, which the 
common feelings of human nature forbade them 
to juftify. They pretend, that as foon as the 
af&idted father difcovered the falfehood of the 
accufation by which his credulity had been fo 
fatally mifled, he publiflied to the world his re- 
pentance and remorfe ; that he mourned forty 
days, during which he abflained from the ufe 
of the bath, and all the ordinary comforts of 
life; and that, for the lading inftru^on of 
pofterity, he ere6led a golden ftatue of Crifpus, 
with this memorable infcription : To mt son, 

WHOM^t UNJUSTLY CONDEMNED". A tale fo 

moral and fo interefting would deferve to be 
fupported by lefs exceptionable authority; but 
if we confult the more ancient and authentic 
writers, they will inform us, that the repentance 
of Conftantine was manifeiled only in a6ls of 
blood and revenge ; and that he atoned for the 
murder of an innocent fon, by the execution^ 

^ Hiftoire de Pierre le Grand, par Voltaire» part ii. c. x. 

"' In order to prove that the ftatue was ere<5led hj Conftantine^ 
and afterwards concealed by the malice of the Arians» Cbdinus very 
readily^ creates (p*34-) two witnefles, HippoIitus» and the younger 
Herodotusy to whofe imaginary hiitories he appeals with unblufhing 
confidence. 

perhaps 
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iperhapSy of a guilty wife. They afcribe thd C H A P» 
misfortunes of Crifpus to the arts of his ftep- ^^^^ 
mother Faufla, whofe implacable hatred, or 
whofe difappointed love, renewed in the palace 
of Conilantine the ancient tragedy of Hippolitud 
dnd of Phaedra"* Like the daughter of Minos^ 
the daughter of Maximian accufed her fon-in*^ 
law of an incefluous attempt on the chaftity of 
his father's wife ; and eafily obtained, from the 
jealoufy of the Emperor, a fentence of death 
againft a young prince, whom flie confidered with 
reafon as the moft formidable rival of her own 
children. But Helena, the aged mother of Con* 
ftantine, lamented and revenged the untimely 
fate of her grandfon Crifpus : nor was it long be- 
fore a real or pretended difcovery was made^ 
that Faulla herfelf entertained a criminal con« 
ne6tion with a Have belonging to the Iniperial 
ftables^^ Her condemnation and punifhment 
were theinftant confequences of the charge; and 
the adulterefs was fuflfocated by the fteam of a 
bath, which for that purpofe had been heated to 
an extraordinary degree *. By fome it will per^ 

haps 

*^ Zofimus (1. ii. p« Z03.) may be confidered is our original. 
The ingenuity of the modems^ ailifted by a few hints from the 
ftncients» has ilhiftrated and improved his obfcure and imperfe^ 
narrative* 

^ Philoilorgmsy 1. ii. €.4. Zofimus (1. ii. p. 104* xi6.} imputes to- 
Conilantine the death of two wives, of the innocent Faufia, and of 
an adultereis who was the mother of his three fucceflbrs. According 
to Jeromy three or four years elapfed between the death of Crifpus 
and that of Faufta. The elder Vidlor is prudently fifent. 

^ If Faufta was put to death, it is reafonable to believe that th^ 

private apartments of the palace were the fceae of h^ «xecotioxu 

voju Ku I T^ 
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C H A P^. haps be thought, that the remembrance of acorr^ 
xviii. ^ jugal umoh of twenty years, and the honour of 
their common offspring, the deftined heirs? of the 
throne, might have foftened the obdurate heart 
of Conftantine ; and perfuaded him to fufler his 
wife, however guilty flie might appear, to ex- 
piate her offences in a folitary prifon. But it 
feems a fuperfluous labour to weigh the pro- 
priety, unlefs we could afcertain the truth, of this 
lingular event ; which is attended With fome cir- 
cumftances of doubt and perplexity. Thofe who 
have attacked, and thofe who have defended^ 
the character of Conftantine, have alike difre- 
garded two very remarkable paflages of two ora^ 
tions pronounced under the fucceeding reign: 
The former celebrates the virtues, the beauty, 
tind the fortune of the Eraprefs Faufta, the daugh- 
ter, wife, lifter, and mother of fo many princes**. 
The latter afferts, in explicit terms, that the mo- 
ther of the younger Conftantine, who was llain 
three years^ after his lather*s death, furvived to 
weep over the fate of her fon**,^ Notwithftand- 
ing the pofitive teftimony of feveral writers of the 



TRe orator Chryfoftom indulges his fancy by expofing the naked 
Bmprefs onr a^ defert mountain, to be devoured by wild beafts. 

^5 Julian. Orat. i. He feems to call her the mother of Crilpus. 

She might aflume that title by adoption . At leaft, fhe was not con- 

' fidered as his mortal enemy. Julian compares the fortune of Faufta 

with that of Paryfatn, thePerfian queen. A Roman would have more 

naturally recoUedkd the fecond Agrippina : 

Et moi, qui fur le trone ai fuivi mes ancetres : 
Moiy fille, femme, foeur, et mere de vos makres. 

'^ Monod. in Conilantin. Jun. c. 4. ad Calcem Eutrop. edit. 
Haveh:amp« The orator ftylfes her the moft diTine and pious of 
qiMensi 

Pagan 
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Paigan as well as of the Chrillian religion, there chap, 
may ftiil remain fome reafon to believe, or at ._ _' , 
lead to fafpedl, that Faufta efcaped the blind and 
fufpicioirs cruelty of her hulband. The deathis 
of a fon, and of a nephew, with the execution of 
a great number of refpe6lable, and perhaps in- 
nocent friends^% who were involved in their fall. 
May be fufficient, however, to juftify the difcon- 
tent of the Roman people, and to explain the 
fatirical verfes affixed to the palace-gate, com- 
paring the fplendid and bloody reigns of Conftan- 
tine and Nero^'*. 

By the death of Crifpus, the inheritance of the The fons 
empire feemed to devolve on the three fons of ^^^^^ "^f 
Faufta, who have been already mentioned under Conftan^ 
the names of Conftantine^ of Conftantius, and of ^^^* 
Conftans. Thefe young princes were fucceffively 
inverted with the title of Caefar ; and the dates of 
their promotion may be referred to the tenth, 
the twentieth, and the thirtieth years of the reign 
of their father ^^. This condu6l, though it tend* 
ed to multiply, the future matters of the Roman 
world, might be excufed by the partiality of pa- 
ternal affe6lion ; but it is not eafy to underftand 



^ Interfecit numerofos amicos. Eutrop. xx. 6. 

^ Saturni aurea fascula quis requirat ? 
Sunt hxc gemmea> fed Neroniana» 

Sidon. AppoUinar. v. 8. 
It is fdmewhat Angular, that thefe fatirical lines fliould be attributed* 
not to an obfcure libeller, or a difappointed patriot, but to Ablavius, 
prime miniiter and favourite of the Emperor. We may nowperceiv* 
4hat the imprecations of the Roman people were di(5lated by humanity> 
.as well as by fuperftition. Zofim. 1. ii. pi 10^. 

^^ Eufeb. Orat. in Conftantin. c. 3. Thefe dates are fufficiently 
corre<5l to juftify the orator. 

12 the 
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CHAP, the motives of the Emperor, when he endanger- 
^^^v^ ed the lafety both of his family and of his people, 
by the unneceflary elevation of his two nephews, 
Dalmatius and Hannibalianus. The former was 
raifed, by the title of Caefar , to an equality with his 
coulins. In favour of the latter, Conftantine 
invented the new and Angular appellation of 
Nobilf//imus^°; to which he annexed the flatter- 
ing diitin6lion of a robe of purple and gold. But 
of the whole feries of Roman princes in any age 
of the empire, Hannibalianus alone was diilin* 
guifhed by the title of King ; a name which the 
fubje6ts of Tiberius would have detefted, as the 
profane and cruel infult of capricious tyranny. 
The ufe of fuch a title, even as it appears under 
the reign of Conflantine, is a ftrange and uncon- 
nefted fa6b, which can fcarcely be admitted on 
the joint authority of Imperial medals and con- 
temporary writers^'. 
ftiieir cdu- The whole empire was deeply interefted in the 
eation. education of thefe five youths, the acknowledged 
fucceffors of Conftantine. The exercifes of the 
body prepared them for the fatigues of war, and 
the duties of a6live life. Thofe who occafionally 
mention the education or talents of Conftantius, 
allow that he excelled in the gymnaftic arts of 

^ Zofim. l.ii. p. 1 1 7- Under the predeceflbrs of Confiantm^ 
Nobiliffimus was a vague epitliety rather than a legal and determined 
title, 

^' Adfiruunt numxni veteres ac fingulares. Spanheim de Ufu 
Numifinat. Diifertat. ziL voLiL p. 357. Ammianus fpeaks o£ 
this Roman king (1. ziv. c. i. and Valefiua ad loc.). The Valefian 
fragment ftyles him King of Kings; and the Pafchal Ghronidt 
(p. a86.)9 by empbying the word Pnywy acquires the weight of 
latin evidence. 

leaping 
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leaping and running ; that he was a dexterous chap. 
archer, a ikilful horfeman, ai^ a mailer of all ^ ^^^ 
the different weapons ufed in the fervice either 
of the cavalry or of the infantry 3\ The fame 
aiSduous cultivation was bellowed, though not 
perhaps with equal fuccefs, to improve th^ minds 
of the fons and nephews of Conftantine". The 
moll celebrated profeffors of the Chrillian faith, 
of the Grecian philofophy, and of the Roman 
jurifprudence, were invited by the liberality of 
the Emperor, who referved for himfelf the im- 
portant talk of inllrudling the royal youths in 
the fcience of government and the knowledge 
of mankind. But the genius of Conftantine 
himfelf had been formed by adverfity and expe- 
rience. In the free intercourfe of private life, 
and amidll the dangers of the court of Galerius, 
he had learned to command his own paffions, to 
encounter thofe of his equals, and to depend 
for his prefent fafety and future greatnefs on the 
prudence and lirmnefs of his perfonal conduft. 
His dellined fucceffors had the misfortune of 
being born and educated in the Imperial purple. 
Inceffantly furrounded with a train of flatterers, 
they paffed their youth in the enjoyment of 
luxury, and the expe6lation of a throne ; nor 
would the dignity of their rank permit them to 

3' His dexterity in martial exercife is celebrated by Julian 
(Orat.i. p. II. Orat. iL p. 53*)^ and allowed by Ammianus (1. xxi. 
c. i6«). 

^' Eufeb. in Vit. Conftantin. l.iv. c. 51. Julian. Orat. i. p. 11 — 16. 
with Spanheim's elaborate Commentary. Libanius, Orat. iii. p. 109. 
Conftantius ftudied with laudable diligence; but the dulnefs of 
his fancy prevented him from fucceeding in the art of poetry, or 
even of rhetoric. 

I 3 defcend 
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c H A P. defcend from that elevated ftation from whence 
n. ,^ '_r the various chara6lers of human nature appear 
to^ wear a fmooth and uniform afpe6l. The in- 
dulgence of Conftantine admitted them at a very 
tender age, to fliare the adminiftration of the 
empire; andtheyftudied the art of reigning, at 
the expence of the people entrufted to their care. 
The younger Conftantine was appointed to hold 
his court in Gaul ; and his brother Conftantius 
exchanged that department, the ancient patri- 
mony of their father, for the more opulent, but 
lefs martial, countries of the Eaft. Italy, the 
Weftem Illyricum, and Africa, were accuftomed 
to revere Conftans, the third of his fons, as the 
. reprefentative of the great Conftantine, He 
fixed Dalmatius on the Gothic frontier, to which 
he annexed the government of Thrace, Mace- 
donia, and Greece. The city of Caefarea was 
chofen for the refidence of Hannibalianus ; and 
the provinces of Pontus, Cappadocia, and the 
Lefler Armenia, were deftined to form the ex- 
tent of his new kingdom. For each of thefe 
princes a fuitable eftablifliment was provided. A 
juft proportion ofguards, of legions, and of auxi- 
liaries was allotted for their refpe6tive dignity 
and defence. The miniftefs and generals, who 
were placed about their perfons, were fuch as 
Conftantine could truft to aflift, and even to 
control, thefe ufeful (bvereigns in the exercife of 
their delegated power. As they advanced in 
years and experience, the limits of their authority 
were infenfibly enlarged : but the Emperor al- 
ways referved for himfelf the title of Auguftus j 

and 
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^nd while he fliewed the Ccefars to the armies chap. 
^nd provinces, he maintained every part of the ^^^ '^ 
empire in equal obedience to its fupreme 
tiead ^\ The tranquillity of the laft fourteen 
years of his reign was fcarcely interrupted by 
the contemptible infurredlion of a camel-driver 
in the ifland of Cyprus ^^^ or by the a6live part 
which the policy of Conftantinp engaged him to 
•affume in the wars of the Goths and Sarmatians. 

Among the different branches of the human Mannen 
race, the Sarmatians form a very remarkable ^atians.*^ 
fliade ; as they feem to unite the manners of the 
Afiatic barbarians with the figure and com- 
plexion of the ancient inhabitants of Europe. 
According to the various accidents of peace and 
war, of alliance or conqueft, the Sarmatians 
were fometimes confined to the banks of the 
Tanais ; and they fometimes fpread themfelves 
over tl}e immenfe plains which lie between the 
Viftula^aud the Volga ^^ The care of their nu- 
merous flocks and .herds, the purfuit of game, 
and the exercife of war, or rather of rapine, di- 
^e6ted the vagrant motions of the Sarmatians. 

^ Euiebius (l.iv. c. 51, 5 a.), with a defign of exalting the au- 
jOionty and glory of ConiUntme> affirms, that he divided the Roman 
empire as a private citizen might have divided his patrimony. His 
^fiffaibution of the provinces may be colledled from Eutropius, the 
two Vi^iorsy and the Valefian fragment 

^' Cfilocerust the obibure leader of this rebellion, or rather 
tamndt, was apprehended and burnt alive in the market-place of 
Tarfusy by the vigilance of Dalmatius. See the elder Vidlor, the 
Chronicle of Jerom, and the doubtful traditions of Theophanes 
jand Cedreniu. 

^ Cellarius has colledled the opinions of the ancients concerning 
the European and Afiatic Sarmatia ; and M. d'Anville has applied 
ihem.to modern geography with the ikill and accuracy which idways 
4iftinguiih that excellent writer. 

I 4 The 
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CHAP. The moveable camps or cities, the ordinary 
xvni. lefidence of their wives and children, conlilled 
only of large waggons drawn by oxen, and co^ 
vered in the form of tents. The military ftrength 
of the nation was compofed of cavalry ; and the 
cuftom of their warriors, to lead in their hand 
one or two fpare horfes, enabled them to advance 
and to retreat with a rapid diligence, which 
furprifed thefecurity,and eluded the purfuit, of 
a diftant enemy ^% Their poverty of iron prompts 
ed their rude induftry to invent a fort of cuirafs, 
which was capable of refilling a fword or ja-r 
velin, though it was formed only of horfes* hoofs, 
cut into thin and polifhed flices, carefully laid 
over each other in the manner of fcales or fea* 
thers, and ftrongly fewed upon an under-gar- 
pient of coarfe linen ^% The offenfive arms of 
the Sarmatians were Ihort daggers, long lances, 
and a weighty bow with a quiver of arrows. 
They were reduced to the neceffity of employ^ 
ing filh-bones for the points of their weapons j 
but the cuftom of dipping them in a venomous 
liquor, that poifoned the wounds which they 
infli6led, is alone fufficient to prove the moft 
favage manners ; fince a people impreffed with 
^ fenfe of humanity would have abhorred fo 
cruel a pra6lice, and a nation Ikilled in the arts 
of war, would have difdained fo impotent a re* 

^7 Ammian. 1. xvii. c. la. The Sarmatian horfes were caftrated 
to prevent the mifchipvous accidents which might happen from the 
noify and ungovernable paflions of the males. 

^ Paufanias, 1. i. p. 50. edit. Kuhn. That inquiiitive traveller 
had carefully examined a Sarmatian cuiraisy which was preferved 
\a the temple of ^fculapius at Athens. 

fource, 
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fource ^. Whenever thefe barbarians iflued from CHAP, 
their deferts in queft of prey, their Ihaggy ^^^^^ ^ 
beards, uncombed locks, the furs with which 
they were covered from head to foot, and their 
fierce countenances, which feemed to exprefi 
the innate cruelty of their minds, infpired the 
more civilized provincials of Rome with horror 
and difmay. 

The tender Ovid, after a youth ipent in the Their fet* 
enjoyment of fame and luxury, was comdemned ^^^ 
to an hopelefs exile on the frozen banks of the Danube. 
Danube, where he was expofed, almoil without 
defence, to the fury of thefe monfters of the 
defert, with whofe ftern fpirits he feared that 
his gentle (hade might hereafter be confounded. 
In his pathetic, but fometimes unmanly lamen- 
tations ^°, he defcribes in the mod lively colours 
the drefs, and manners, the arms and inroads 
of the Getae and Sarmatians, who were affo- 

. ^ Aipicis et mitti fub adunco toxica feiTo> 
£t telum caufas mortis habere duas. 
' Ovid. e3f Ponto, L iv. ep. 7. ver. 7. 

See in the Recherches fur les Americainsy torn. ii. p. 236«-27i9 a 
very curious dilTertation on poifoned darts. The venom wu com- 
monly extra^ed from the vegetable reign ; but that employed by the 
Scythians appears to have been drawn from the viper, and a mixture 
pf human iltxid. The ufe of poifoned arms which has been fpread 
over both worlds, never preferved a lavage tribe from the arms of a 
difciplined enemy. 

^° The nine books of Poetical Epifllesy which Ovid compofed 
during the feven firft years of his melancholy exile, poflefs, befides 
t&e merit t)f elegance, a double value. They exhibit a piAure of 
the human mind under very lingular circumftances ; and they con« 
taun many curious obfervations, which no Roman, except Ovid» 
could have an opportunity of making. Every ctrcumiiance which 
tends to illufirate the hiflory .of the Barbarians, has been drawn 
together by the very accurate Count de Buat. Hifi. Ancienne det 
f euple9 de TEurope, tonu iv* c« xvi. p. ^86— 317* 

ci$tted 
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CHAP, ciated for the purpofes of deftru6iion j and from 
^J^-^ '- j *^^ accounts of hiftory, there is fome reafon 
to believe that thefe Sarmatians were the Ja- 
zygae, one of the moil numerous and warlike 
tribes pf the nation. The allurements of plenty 
engaged them to feek a permanent eftablilh* 
ment on the frontiers of the empire. §Qon after 
the reign of Auguftus, they obliged the Da- 
cians, who fubfifted by fifliing on the banks of 
the river Teyfs or Tibifcus, to retire into the 
hilly country, and to abandon to the vi6torious 
Sarmatians the fertile plains of the Upper Huur 
gaiy, which are bounded by the courfe of the 
Danube and the femicircular inclofure of the 
Carpathian piountains ^\ In this advantageous 
pofition, they watched or fufpended the moment 
of attack, as they were provoked by injuries or 
appeafed by prefents ; they gradually acquired 
the il^ill of .ufing more dangerous weapons; and 
^though the Sarmatians did not illullrate their 
name by any memorable exploits, they^occa- 
fionally affifted their eaftern and weftern neigh- 
bours, the Goths and the Germans, with a for- 
midable body of cavalry. They lived under the 
irregular ariftocracy of their chieftians ^* ; but 
after they had received into their bofom the 

^' The Sarmadans Jazygae were fettled on the banks of the Pa- 
thiflus or Tibifcus, when Pliny, in the year 79, publifhed his Natural 
Hiftory. See 1. iv. c. 35. In the time of Strabo and Orid, fixty or 
feventy years before, they appear to have inhabited beyond the Gets, 
along the coaft of the Euxine. 

^ Principes Sarmatarum Jazygum penes quos civitatis regimen 
• • • plebem quoque et vim equitum qu4 fol4 valent offerebant. 
Tacit. Hift. iii. 5. This offer was made in the civil war between 
Vitellius and Vefpafiazu 

fugitive 
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ftigitiye Vandals, who yielded to the preffure of c H A P, 



the Gothic power, they feem to have chbfen a xvin. 



Jcing from that nation, and from the illuftrious 
race of the Aftingi, who had formerly dwelt on 
the fliores of the northern ocean *'. 

This motive of enmity mull have inflamed the The Go. 
fubjeQ;s of contention, which perpetually arife on ^J^^'^' ^ 
the confines of warlike and independent nations. 
The Vandal princes wiere Simulated by fear and 
revenge ; theQothic kings afpired to extend their 
dominion from the Euxine to the frontiers of 
jGrermany J and the waters of the Maros, a fmall 
xiver which falls into the Teyfs, were ftained with 
the blood of the contending barbarians. After 
Jfome experience of the fuperior fflrength and 
;number of tl^eir adverfaries, the Ss^rinatians im- 
plored the protedtion of the Roman monarch, whp 
beheld with pleafure the difcord of the qations, 
but who was juftly alarmed by the progrefs of 
the Gothic arms. As foon as Conflantine had 
declared himfelf in favour of the weaker party, 
the haughty Araric, King of the Goths, inilead 
.of expe6ting the attack of the Legions, boldly 
pafled the Danube, and fpread terror and devas- 
tation through the province of Maefia. To op- 
pofe the inroad of this deftroying hoft, the aged 
Emperor took the field in perfon ; but on this oc- 
ca&on either his condu6t or his fortune betrayed 
the glory which he had acquired in fo many fo- 

^ This hypotheiis of a Vandal king mgning over Sarmatian fub» 
je^by feems neceflary to reconcile the Goth Jomandes with the Greek 
^and Xdtin hiflorians of Conftsintine. It nuy be obferved that Ifidore, 
-who iiyed in Spain under the dominion of the Goths, gives them for 
enemies^ not the Vandals^ but the Sannatius. See his Chronick m 
Grodxuj^ p. 709. 

reigu 
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CHAP, reign and domeftic wars. He had the mortifica- 
xvm. jJq^ of feeing his troops fly before an inconfider- 
able detachment of the barbarians, who purfued 
them to the edge of their fortified camp, and 
obliged him to confult his fafety by a precipitate 
and ignominious retreat. The event of a fecond 
and more fuccefsful a6lion retrieved the honour 
of the Roman name ; and the powers of art and 
difcipline prevailed, after an obfl;inate contefl:, 
over the efforts of irregular valour. The broken 
army of the Goths abandoned the field of battle, 
the wafted province, and the paflage of the Da- 
nube : and although the eldeft of the Tons of 
AD. 33»> Conftantine was permitted to fupply the place of 
April ao. his father, the merit of the vi6tory, which dif- 
fufed univerfal joy, was afcribed to the aufpi- 
cious counfels of the Emperor himfelf. 

He contributed at leaft to improve this advan- 
tage, by his negotiations with the free and war- 
like peopleof Cherfonefus^% whofe capital, fituate 
on the weftern coaft of the Tauric or Crimaean 
peninfula, ftill retainedfome veftiges of a Grecian 
colony, and was governed by a perpetual magif- 
trate, aflifted by a council of fenators, emphati- 
cally ftyled the Fathers of the City. The Cher- 

^ I may ftand in need of fome apology for having iifed> without 
fcnipley the authority of Conftantine Porphyrogenitus^ in all that 
relates to the wars and negotiations of the Cherfonztes. I am aware 
.that he was a Greek of the tenth century, and that his accounts of 
ancient hiftory are frequently confufed and fabulous. But on this 
occafion his narrative is, for the moft part, coniiflent and probable; 
nor is there much difficulty in conceiving that an emperor might 
ha,ve accefs to fome fecret archives, which had efcaped the diligence 
of meaner hiftorians. For the fituation and hiftor)' of Cherfone, fee 
PeylTonel des Peuples barbares qui ont habite lea Bords du Danube. 
Cxvi. p.84-'9o. 

fonites 
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fonites were animated againft the Goths, by the c H A P* 
memory of the wars, which, in the preceding ^ XVPL 
century, they had maintained with unequal forces 
againfl the invaders of their country. They were 
conne6led with the Romans, by the mutual bene- 
fits of commerce; as they were fupplied from the 
provinces of Afia with com and manufadlures, 
which they purchafed with their only produc- 
tions, fait, wax, and hides. Obedient to the re- 
quifition of Conftantine, they prepared, under 
the conduct of their magiftrate Diogenes, a con- 
fiderable army, of which the principal ftrength 
confifted in crol3-bows and military chariots. 
The fpeedy march and intrepid attack of the 
Cherfonites, by diverting the attention of the 
Goths, affifted the operations of the Imperial 
generals. The Goths, vanquilhed on every fide, 
were driven into the mountains, where, in the 
courfe of a fevere campaign, above an hundred 
thoufandwere computed,to have perifliedbycold 
and hunger. Peace was at length granted to their 
humble fupplications; the eldefl; fon of Araric 
was accepted as the moil valuable hofl:age ; and 
Conftantinq endeavoured to convince their chiefs, 
by a liberal diftribution of honours and rewards, 
how far the friendfliip of the Romans was pre- 
ferable to their enmity. In the expreffions of 
his gratitude towards the faithful Cherfonites, 
the Emperor was ftill more magnificent. The 
pride of the nation was gratified by the fplendid 
and almoil royal decorations beftowed on their 
magifl:rate and his fucceflbrs. A perpetual ex- 
emption from all duties was ftipulated for their 
ve0el9 which traded tp the pprta of the Black 

Sea. 
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H A P. Sea. A regular fubiidy was promfifed^ of iron, 
Vi^^^-' com, oil, and of eveiy fupply which C(Duld be 
ufeful either in peace or war. But it was thought 
that the Sarmatians were fufficiently ifewarded 
by their deliverance from impending ruin j and 
the Emperor, perhaps with two ftri6l an oeco- 
nomy, dedufted fome part of the expences of 
the war from the cuftomary gratifications which 
were allowed to that turbulent nation. 
Expuifion Exafperatpd by this apparent negledl, the 
oftheSar- Sarmatiafls fpon forgot, with the levity of bar* 
Aj).334. barians, the fervjces which they had fo lately 
received, S)tid the dangers which ftill threatened 
their fefety.- Their inroads on the territory of 
the empire provoked the indignation of Con- 
ilantine to leave them to their fate, and he no 
longer- oppoied the ambition of Geberic, a re- 
nowned warrior, who had recently afcended the 
Gothic throne. Wifumar, the Vandal king, 
whilfl alone^ and unafliiled, he defended his 
dominions with undaunted courage, was van- 
quifhed and flain in a decifive battle, which 
fwept away the flower of the Sarmatian youth. 
Tfie remainder of the nation embraced the de« 
iperate expedient of arming their flaves, a hardy 
race of hunters and herdfmen, by whofe tumul- 
tuary aid, they revenged their defeat, and ex- 
pelled the invader from their confines. But 
they foon difcovered that they had exchanged a 
foreign for a domeftic enemy, more dangerous 
and more implacable. Enraged by their former 
fervitude, elated by their prefent glory, the 
flaves, under the name of Limigantes, claimed 
and ufurped the poffeffion of the country which 
II they 
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they had faved. Their mailers, unable to with- Cf H A P. 
Hand the ungoverned fury of the populace, pre- , ^^^™* 
ferred the hardfliips of exile, to the tyranny of 
their fervants. Some of the fugitive Sarmatians 
fblicited ai lefs ignominious dependence, under 
the hoftile Itandard of the Goths. A more nu- 
merous band retired beyond- the Carpathian 
mountains, among the Quadi, their German 
allies, and were eafily admitted to (hare a fuper^ 
fluous wafte of uncultivated land. But the far 
greater part of the diftreffed nation turned their 
eyes towards the fruitful provinces of Rome. 
Imploring the prote6tion and forgivenefs of the 
Emperor, they folemnly promifed, as fubjedls 
in peace, and as foldiers in war, the mod invio- 
lable fidelity to the empire which Ihould gra- 
cioufly receive them into its bofom. According 
to the maxims adopted by Probus and his fuc- 
ceffors, the offers of this barbarian colony were 
eagerly accepted ; and a competent portion of 
lands in the provinces of Pannonia, Thrace, 
Macedonia, and Italy, were immediately aC 
figned for the habitation and fubfiflence of 
three hundred thoufand Sarmatians ^^ 

^^ The Gothic and Sarmatian wars are related in fo broken and 
imperfedt a manner, that I have been obliged to compare the fol- 
lowing writers, who mutually fupply, correiSl, and illuftrate each 
other. Thofe who will take the fame trouble, may acquire a right 
of critidiing my narrative, Ammianus, 1. xvii. c. I2. Anonym. 
Valeiian. p. 715* Eutropius, x.y. Sextus Rufus de Provinciisi 
€• 26. Julian. Oat. i. p. 9. and Spanheim Comment, p. 94. Hie- 
'ronym. in Chron. Eufeb. in Vit. Conftantin. 1. iv. c. 6. Socrates, 
1.1. CI 8. Sozomen, 1. i. c.8. Zofimus, l.ii. p. io8. Jomandes 
de Reb. Geticis, c. ai. Ifidorus in Chron. p. 709. ; in Hiil. Gotho- 
rum Grotii. Conftantin. Porphyrogenitut de Adminiftrat. Imperii. 
c. Si' P* 2o8* «dlt* M«urili» 

, By 
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CHAP. By chaflifing the pride of the Goths, and by 
'-^^^^ accepting the homage of a fuppliant nation, Con- 
Death and ftantine aflerted the majefty of the Roman em- 
ftinerai of pire ; and the ambaffadors of ^Ethiopia, Periia 
tbe, ' 2i"d the moft remote countries of India, congra- 
AJ).335> tulated the peace and profperity of his govern- 
^*^* ment^. If he reckoned, among the favours of 
fortune, the death of his eldelt fon, of his ne- 
phew, and perhaps of his wife, he enjoyed an 
uninterrupted flow of private as well as public 
felicity, till the thirtieth year of his reign ; a 
period which none of his predeceflbrs, fince Au- 
gullus, had been permitted to celebrate. Con- 
flantine furvived that folemn feftival about ten 
months; and, at the mature age of fixty-four, 
after a {hort illnefs, he ended his memorable life 
A.D.337, at the palace of Aquyrion, in the fuburbs of Ni- 
^y **• comedia, whither he had retired for the benefit 
of the air, and with the hope of recruiting his 
exhaufled fl:rength by the ufe of the warm baths. 
The exceflive demonftrations of grief, or at leaft 
of mourning, furpaffed whatever had been prac- 
tifed on any former occafion. Notwithfl:anding 
the claims of the fenate and people of ancient 
Rome, the corpfe of the deceafed Emperor, ac- 
cording to his laft requefl, was tranfported to the 
city, which was deftined to preferve the name 
and memory of its founder. The body of Con- 

^ Ettfeblus (in Vlt. Conft, 1. Iv. c. 50.) remarks three circQinftancei 
relative to tliefe Indians, i. They came from the ihores of the eaitem 
ocean ; a defcription which might be applied to the coafi of Chiiyi 
or Coromandel. a. They prelented ihining gems* and unknowii 
animals. 3. They protefted their kings had eredled -ftatues to reprfi- 
ieajt the fapreme majefly of Conllantine. 

10 ftantine. 
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jlantine, adorned with the vain fymbols of great- c H^At. 



nefe, the purple and diadem, -was depofited on a ^vin. 



golden bed in one of the apartments of the palace, 
which for that purpofe had been fplendidly fur- 
niflied and illuminated. The forms of the court 
were ftridlly maintained. Every day, at the ap- 
pointed hours, the principal officers of the ftate, 
the army, and the houfehold, approaching the 
perfon of their fovereign with bended knees and 
a compofed countenance, offered their refpe6tful 
homage as ferioufly as if be had been ftill alive. 
Prom motives of policy, this theatrical reprefent- 
ation was for fome time continued; nor could 
flattery negle6l the opportunity of remarking 
that Conflantine alone, by the peculiar indul- 
gence of heaven, had reigned after his death *^. 

But this reign could fubfift only in empty pa- Faaions of 
geantry ; and it was foon difcovered that the will the court. 
of the mod abfolute monarch is feldom obeyed, 
when his fubjedls have no longer any thing to 
hope from his favour, or to dread from his re- 
fentment. The fame minifters and generals 
who bowed with fuch reverential awe before the 
inanimate corpfe of their deceafed fovereign, 
were engaged in fecret confultations to exclude 
his two nephews, Dalmatius and Hannibalianus, 
from the fliare which he had affigned them in 
the fucceffion of the empire. We af e too imper- 

^7 Funus relatum in urbem fui nominist quod fane P.R. scgerrime 
tulit. Aurdius Vi<ftor. Conftantine had prepared for himfelf a 
&itely tomb in the church of the Holy ApofUes. Eufeb. 1. iv. c. 6o. 
The befty and indeed almoft the only account of the ficknefs, death, 
and funeral of Conflantine} \% contained in the fourth book of'hii 
Life^ by Eufebius. 

VOL. III. K feflrly 
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JCKAK &6Uy acquainted wkh the court v£ ODoftaAtmr 
^^^' ^ *o form tny judgment of the real onotives^bid^ 
ififlaenced the leftlci^ of the ooo^ricy; unlefr 
we fhould fuppofe that tbey irasre wftaated by i^ 
ipiitt ikT jeal^mfy dnd revebge agabrft thepraefe^ 
Afalftviit&, ^- ^roud favourite, who had long di^ 
j^ei^d the cmmfids and jl3nfed the confidence 
iDf tlie lifte Emperor^ The aigttmefnts by which 
Ihey feUcited tbetconcnrrence of the Ibldiersaiid 
l^c^le, Are of a moiie obvious )Datiitre : andtbe^r 
SQight with deceoc^^ M well as truth, issSAoOr 
Ibe foperior rank^ of the childx^en of Cotiftantine^ 
the iianger of mnltiplyiBg the number of fove^ 
TOigDs, and the impending mifohiefs whicir 
:^r^ttened tl)e repubiic, from the difbord of iir 
many rival princes^ who were not conne£h^ by 
^bie tender fympathy of fiiateroai afieSion. The 
kitrigue was conduced with jseai and feorecy^^ 
till a loud and UAanimous declaration was pro^ 
«ured from tl*e tiioops, that th©y would foffer 
none exoept the fons of their lamented mo* 
iiarch, to feign ov^r the itomao otnpir^'*^^^ Thi^ 
younger Dai«BatiiBfi,- wfao was united with hii^ 
eollateiral relations by the ties of fciendiiip mid 
kktiete&^ is allowed bo have inherited a coafider^ 
able &a^e of Ifie abilities of the great 'Gonftan-^ 
ffllie ; but, on this occaiSoa, be does n^ iap|»^ar 
to*have eon^eert^ any »eaihres for fu^sorting^ 
by arms, the juft claims which himfelf and hi$ 
hjy-al brother derived from the Ifberality of tlieir 

^^ £u&bia6 (L i^.%. i^ tenaioMfis Us ^tnueminmhy tJuB iQ^ulidecf*^ 
laudon of the troppiy 4ad4iv»idi«U lk9 liaitt^Biit oareumfiaiiCBi jof tkm 
fmbieq^ent xnskfikre* 

cufcle-r^ 
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"Uncle* Aftonilhed and overwhelriaed by the chap. 
tide of, popular fury, they feem to have re- » ^j^V i 
mained, without the power of flight or of refift- 
^tnce, in the hands of their, implacable enemies. 
Their fate was fufpended till the arrival of Con- 
ftantius, tlie iecond^ and perhaps the moft 
favoured, of the fons of Coaftantine. * 

The voice of th© dying Emperor bad recom- MafBcrt 
tnended the care of his funeral to the piety of p^n^i, 
Conftantius j and that prince, by the vicinity of 
hh eaftern ftation, could eafily prevent the dili- 
gence of hijsi brothers, who refided in their diilaut 
government of Italy and Oaul. As foon as he 
had taken poffeffion of the palace of Conftanti- 
Hople, his firft care was to remove the apprehen- 
fions of his Idnfm^n by a folemn oath, which he 
pledged for their fecurity. His next employ- 
ment was to find fome fpecious pretence which 
inigbt releafe his confcience from the obligation 
of an imprudent promife« The arts of fraud 
were made fubfervient to the defigns of cruelty; 
and a manifeft forgery was attefted by a perfon 
of the mod facred charafter. From the hands 
of the Bifiiop of Nicomedi^,Conftantius received 
a fatal fcroll,affirmed to be the genuine teftament 
of his father; in which the Emperor exprefiedhii 
fufpicions that he had been poifoned by his bro^ 

^ The dian/fbr of Dalsnativs is advaaugeoufly* though co^ 
cifdy drawn by Eutropius (x. 9.). Dalnuitius Caefar proTperriin^ 
iaiohy neque patruo abfiimii9» J^ud muito poft, Opprefltis eft fadlion^ 
.miHtari. As both Jerom and the Alexandrian durgnic)^' mention the 
liupd year of the Csfar* whkhi did not commence till the i8th <tt 
' »4th of September, AJ>. 337» it '^ certain that thefe military fadUont 
•ootinued above four months. 

K 2 ^ • ^ tl>era; 
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CHAP, thers; and conjured his fons to revenge his 
death, and to confult their own iafety^ by the 
punifliment of the guilty^^ Whatever reafons 
might have been alledged by thefe unfortunate 
princes to defend their life and honour againft fo 
incredible an accufation, they were filenced by 
the furious clamours of the foldiers,who declared 
themfelves, at once, their enemies, their judges, 
and their executioners. The fpirit, and even the 
forms of legal proceedings were repeatedly vio- 
lated in a promifcuous maflacre; which involved 
the two uncles ofConftantius,feven of his coufins, 
of whom Dalmatius and Hannibalianus were the 
mofl illuftrious, the Patrician Optatus, who had 
married a fifler of the late Emperor, and the Prae- 
fe6l Ablavius, whofe power and riches had in- 
spired him with fome hopes of obtaining the 
purple. If it were neceffajry to aggravate the 
horrors of this bloody fcene, we might add, that 
Conftantius himfelf had efpoufed the daughter of 
his uncle Julius, and that he had beftowed his 
lifter in marriage on his coufin Hannibalianus. 
Thefe alliances, which the policy of Conftantine, 
regardlefs of the public prejudice ^', had formed 

between 

*' I have related this fingular anecdote on the authority of Philof- 
tbrgius, Lii. c. i6. But if fuch a pfetext was ever ufed by Conftan- 
tine and his adherents^ it was laid afide with contempt^ as foon as it 
had ferved their immediate puipofe. Athanaflut (torn. i. p* 856k) men- 
tions the oath which Con&ntius had taken for the iecurity of his 
kinfraen. 

^' Conjugia fobrinarum diu ignorata, tempore addito percrebuiile. 
Tacit. Annal. xii. 6.' and Lipfius ad loc. The repeal of the ancient 
lawy and the pra<5tice of five hundred years* were infufficient to 
eradicate the prejudices of the Romans ; who ftill confidered the ' 
marriages of couiinsrgerman) as a fpecies of imperfe(5l inceft (Au- 
if oftiji deA^ivitate Dei> xr. i.); and Jnlian> whofe mind was biafled 

by 
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l^etween the feveral branches of the Imperial c li A P: 
houfe, ferved only to convince mankind, that ^^^ 
thefe princes were as cold to the endearments of 
conjugal affe6bion, as they were infenfible to the 
ties of confanguinity, and the moving entreaties 
of youth and innocence. Of fo numerous a fa- 
mily, Gallus arid Julian alone, the two youngeft 
children of Julius Conftantius, were faved from 
the hands of the aflaflins, till their rage, latiated 
with flaughter, had in fome meafure fubfided. 
The Emperor Conftantius, who, in the abfence of 
his brothers, was the moft obnoxious to guilt and 
reproach, difcovered, on fome future occafions, 
a faint and tranfient remorfe for thofe cruelties 
which the perfidious counfels of his minifterSy 
and the irrefiftible violence of the troops, had 
extorted from his unexperienced youth *\ 

Thie maflacre of the Flavian race was fucceed- Divifion of 
cd by a new divifion of the provinces; which was the empire, 

Sept. 1 1. 

by fuperfiition and refentmenty ftigmatizes thefe unnatural, alliances 
between his own coufins with the opprobrious epithet of yajutwy n ov . 
yctixojv (Orat. vii. p. a»8.). The jurifprudence of the canons has 
fince revived and enforced this prohibition, without being able to 
introduce it either into the civil or the common law of Europe. See 
on the fubjeft of thefe marriages, Taylor's Civil Law, p.3.U« 
Brouer de Jure Connub. l.iL c. 12. Hericourt des Loix Ecclefiaf- 
tiques, part. iii. c.5. Fleiuy Inftitutions du Droit Canonique, 
tom.i. p. 331. iParis, 1767, and Fra Paolo Ifloria del Concilio 
Trident. LviiL 

*' Julian (ad S. P. Q. Athen. p. 270.) charges his coufin Con-' 
ilantius with the whole guilt of a maflacre, from which he himfelf £0 
narrowly efcaped. His aifertion is confirmed by Athanafius, who, 
for reafons of a very different nature, was not lefs an enemy of Con- 
ftantius (torn. i. p. 856.). 2^finxus joins in the fame accuiation, 
But the three abbreviators, Eutropius and the Viiftors, ufe very qua- 
lifying exprei&ons; ^ iinente potius quam jubente;" « incertum, 
** quo fuafore;" ^.vimilitum." 

K X ratified 
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CHAP, i'9iti6ed in a perfonal interview of the three bro^' 
J^ ^^ thers. Conftantine, the eldeft of the Caefars, ob?* 
tained, with a certain pre*eminence of rank^ the 
poiTeffion of the new capital, which bore his own 
name and that of his father. Thrace and the 
countries of the eaft, were allotted for the patri- 
mony of Conftantius ; and Conilans was acknorw;^ 
kdged as the lawful fovereign of Italy, Africa^ 
and the weilern Illy ricum. The armies fubmitted 
to their hereditary right j and they condefcetid^ 
ed, after fome delay, to accept from the Roman 
fenate, the title of Augt{/lus. When they firft 
aflumed thp reins of government, the jsldeft of 
thefe princes was twentyrone, the fecond twenty^ 
and the third only feventeen, years of age ^^ 
Sapor King While the martial nations of Europe followed 
^erfia, jj^g ftandards of his brothers, Conftantius, at the 
head of the effeminate troops of Afia, was left to 
fuftain the weight of the Perfian war. At the 
deceafe of Conftantine, the throne of the eaft was 
filled by Sapor, fon of Hormouz, or Hormiidasy 
and grandfon of Narfes, who, after the vifilory 
of Galerius, bad humbly confeffed the fuperieffity 
of the Roman power. Although Sapor was in 
the thirtieth year of his long reigu, he was ftill 
in the vigour of youth, as the date of his acceC 
fion, by a very ftrange fatality, had preceded that 
pf his birth. The wifeof Hormou^t remained preg- 
pant at the time of l^er hulband's death ^ arid th# 

?^ Kilfeb in Vit. CoiiftaAtitt. hhr. e.69. Z^fimus, Lil. p. 11 7. 
Idat. in Chroii. See two notes of Tiliemont> KBft. des EmpereuW| 
lorn. !▼. p. I0S6— 1091. The telgn of the eldeft brother aft Coa» 
Aantinople 13 noticed only in the Alexandrian Chronicle. 

uncertainty 
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^incertftinty of tke fex, as well as of the event^ en* p. 
excited the ambitious hopes of the princes of the .^ro> 
houSd of Saffan. The apprehetrfions of civil war 
^ere at length removed, bythepofitiveaffarancc 
iof the Magf, that the ividow of Hormouz had 
conceived, and wonid fafdy produce a fon. Obe»- 
dient to the voice of fbperftition, the Pferfiana 
prqpared^ without delay, the ceremony of his co- 
ronation. A royal bed, on which the Queen lay 
m ilate, was exhibited in the midft of the palace j 
the diadem m^s placed on thefpot, which might 
be ihppo(ed to conceal the future heir of Artax- 
erxes, and the proftrate Satraps adored the ma- 
jefty rf their iovilible and infeofible fovereign*^. 
If any credit can be given to this marvellans tale 
which ieems however to be cotti>teBanced by the 
manners of the people, and by the extraordinary 
duration of his reign, we muft admire not only 
the fortune, but the genius, of Sapor. In the 
foflfequeftered education of a Perfian haram, the 
royal youth could difcover the importance of ex^ 
erc^ng the vigour of his mind and body ; and, 
by his perfonaj merit, deftrved a throne, on which 
he liad been ^ted, while he was yet unconffcious 
of the duties and temptat]k»s of abfolute power. 
His minority was expofed to the almoft inevitable 
calamities of domeftic difeord ; his capital was 



^* AgsAi^*. wbo lived h tke fixth c^ntur)^ i$ the author of this 
ftory (!• iv. p. 135. edit. Louvre). He derived hk inforawtion frwtt 
ibme extra€& of the Perfi9n Chronicles^ obtsjined aad tnu^ated by the 
interpreter Sergiu8> during Us embaffy 9t th^t court. Thp coro* 
nation of the mother of Ss^por Is like^ii^ qpeoxioned by SchiJb»4 
(Tarikh. p. 116O and D'Herbelot (Bibliotbe(;^e Oxien^alet p« ^6^.). . 
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c H A P. furprifed and plundered by Thair, a powerful 
^^^^^^ King of Yemen, or Arabia ; and the Majefty of 
the royal family was degraded by the captivity of 
a princefs, the lifter of the deceafed King. But 
as foon as Sapor attained the age of manhood, 
the prefumptuous Thair, his nation, and his coun- 
try, fell beneath the firft effort of the young war- 
rior J who ufed his vidlory with fo judicious a 
mixture of rigour and clemency, that he obtained 
from the fears and gratitude of the Arabs, the 
title of Dhoulacnqf^ or prote6lor of the nation "• 
State of The ambition of the Perfian, to whom his ene- 
Mefopo- mies afcribe the virtue of a foldier and a ftatef- 

taxnia and • ^ii^i ^ n r* • 

Anncnia. ^^u, was animated by the defire of revenging 
the difgrace of his fathers, and of wrefting from 
the hapds of the Romans the five provinces be- 
yond the Tigris, The military fame of Conftan- 
tine, and the real or apparent ftrength of his go- 
vernment, fulpended the attack ; and while the 
hoftile conduft of Sapor provoked the refent- 
ment, his artful negotiations amufed the patience 
of the Imperial court. The death of Conftantine 
was the fignalof war5% and the a6lual condition 
of the Syrian and Armenian frontier, feemed to 
encourage the Perfians by the profpe6b of a rich 
fpoil, and an ealy conqueft. The example of the 
maflacres of the palace, difFufed a fpirit of licen- 

'^ D'Herbelot, Bibliotheque Orientale, p. 764, 
** Sextus Rufus(c.a6.), who on this occafion is ho contemptible 
authorityy affirms, that the Perfians fued in vain for peace, ^nd that 
Conftantine was preparing to march againft them : yet the fuperior 
weight of the teftimony of Eufebius, obKges us to adrnit the prelimi- 
naries, if not the ratification, of the treaty. See Tillemont, Hift. 
toEmpereursy tom.iy« p.4ao. 

tioufnefs 
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tioufiiefs and fedition among the troops of the chap, 
eaft', who were no longer reftrained by their ha- ^ ,'^ 
bits of obedience to a veteran commander. By 
the prudence of Conftantius, who, from the in- 
terview with his brothers in Pannonia, imme- 
diately haftened to the banks of the Euphrates, 
the legions we^re gradually reftored to a fenfe of , 
duty and difcipline ; but the feafon of anarchy 
had permitted Sapor to form thefiege of Nifibis, 
and to occupy feveral of the moft important 
fortreffes of Mefopotamia ". In Armenia, the 
renowned»Tiradates had long enjoyed the peace 
and glory which he deferved by his valour and 
fidelity to the caufe of Rome. The firm al- , 
iiance which he maintained with Conftantine, 
was produ6live of fpiritual as well as of temporal 
benefits} by the converfion of Tiridates, the 
chara6ler of a. faint was applied to that of a hero, 
the Chriftian faith was preached and eftabliftied . 
from the Euphrates to the fhores of the Cafpian^ 
and Armenia was attached to the empire by the 
double ties of policy and of religion. But as 
many of the Armenian nobles ftill refufed to 
abandon the plurality of their gods and of their 
wives, the public tranquillity was diflurbed by 
a difcontented fa6lion, which infulted the feeble 
age of their fovereign, and impatiently ex- 
pe6l:ed the hour of his death. He died at A.D.34a. 
length after a reign of fifty-fix years, and the 
fortune of the Armenian monarchy expired with 
Tiridates. His lawful heir was driven into 
exile, the Chriftian priefts were either murdered 

57 Julian. Orat. i. p. ao. 

- or 
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c H A F^ or expelled from tbeir churches, the barbaroitf 
xvnr. tribes of Albania were folicited to delcend from 
their mountains ; and two of the moft power- 
ful governors, ufurping the enfigns or the 
powers of royalty, implored the affiftanee of 
Sapor, and opened the gates (rf their cities to the 
Perfian garrifons. The Chriftian party, under 
the guidance of the Archbifliop of ArJ;axata, 
the immediate fucceffor of St. Gregory the lUu- 
minator, had recourfe to the piety of Conftan- 
tius. After the troubles had continued about 
three years, Antiochus, one of the officers of 
the houfehold, executed with fuccefs the Im- 
perial commiffion of reftoring Ch(rfroes, the fbn 
pf Tiridates, to the throne of his^ fathers, of 
diftributing honours and rewards among the 
faithful fervants of the houfe of Arfaces, and of 
proclaiming a general amnefty, which was ac- 
cepted by the greater part of the rebellious 
Satraps. But the Romans derived more ho- 
nour than advantage from this revolution. 
Chofroes was a prince of a puny ftature and a 
pufiDanimous fpirit. Unequal to the fatigues 
of war, averfe to the fociety of mankind, he 
withdrew from his capital to a retired palace, 
which he built on the banks of the river Eleu* 
therus, and in the centre of a fliady grove; 
where he confumed his vacant hours in the rural 
fports of hunting and hawking. To fecure this 
inglorious eafe, he fubmitted to the conditions of 
peace which Sapor condefcended to impofe ; the 
payment of an annual tribute, and the reftitutioft' 
pf the fertile provipce of Atropatene, which the 
I J courage 
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ccHifage of Tiridates, and the vi6torious armsr crap; 
of Galariud, had annexed to the Armenian mo- [^J^lj 
narchy**. 

During the long period of the reign Of Con- The Per- 
ftantius, the provinee& of the eaft were affii6ted ^7"* 
by the calamities of the Perfian wan The irre- 337— 360^ 
jgular incurfions of the light troops alternately 
fpread terror and devaftation beyond the Tigris 
.and beyond the Euphrates, from the gates of 
Ctefipbon to thofe of Antioch ; and this active 
fervice was performed by the Arabs of the defert, 
who were divided in their intereft and affe6i:ions; 
^ome of their independent chie& being enlifted 
in the party of Sapor, whilft others had engaged 
their doubtful fidelity to the Emperoi' '\ The 
^ore grave and important operations of the war 
were condu6led with equal vigour; and the 
armies of Rome and Perfia encountered each 
/Other in nine bloody fields, in two of which 
^onftantius himfelf commanded in perfon**. The Battle of 

event T'T^*« 



A.D.348* 



^^ Julias. Qrat, i. p. 2o» ai« M0&9 of Cbpfenci L «. c. %$^ 
1* lil c 1—9. p. %26 — 240. The perfeA agreement between the 
^ici^ue MktM d the contemporary orator, and the cmmmibntial nar« 
rative of the national hiftoriaiiy gives light to the formers and weight 
to the latter. For the credit of Mofes it may be likewife obfervedt 
tiut the name of AittkKhus 15 ^nd a few years before in a civil 
office of inferior dignity. See Godefroy, Cod. Theod. tohi. vL 

^^ Aouxqanus (xiv* 4.) givet a lively de&n^ition of the wandering 
and predatory l^e of the Saarace^iBy who fketched from the coofinea 
of Aflyria to the catanuf^s of the Nile. It appears from the adveft- 
tur^ of Mafchiist which Jerom has related in So entertaining a nun* 
aery that the ^igb. road between Bema and Edeiia waa infefted b^ 
thele robbers. See Bi«rony9>* torn. i. p. zs^* 

'^ We ihaU t^dfie ft&m Emtropioa the gencnd idea of the war 
(x. 10.). A Perfis eniin muka et gravia perpefiti% fjepe capti^ 
joppidisy. obfeffis urbibus> cseiis exercitibuS| nuUumque ei contra 

Saporemr 
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CHAP, event of the day was mod commonly adverfe 
^^^' to the Romans, but in the battle of Singara, 
their imprudent valour had almoft atchieved a 
iignal and decifive victory* The ftationary 
troops of Singara retired on the approach of 
Sapor, who paiTed the Tigris over three bridges, 
and occupied near the village of Hilleh an ad- 
vantageous camp, which, by the labour of his 
numerous pioneers, he furrounded in one day 
with a deep ditch, and a lofty ranrpart. His 
formidable hoft, when it was drawn out in order 
of battle, covered the banks of the river, the ad- 
jacent heights, and the whole extent of a plain 
of above twelve miles, which feparated the two 
armies. Both were alike impatient to engage ; 
but the Barbarians, after a flight refiftance, fled 
in diforder; unable to refift, or defirous to 
weary, the flrength of the heavy legions, wlio, 
fainting with heat and thirft, purfued them 
acrofs the plain, and cut in pieces a line of ca- 
valry, clothed in complete armour, which had 
been pofted before the gates of the camp to pro- 
te6l their retreat. Conftantius, who was hurried 
along in the purfuit, attempted, without effeStf 
to reftrain the ardour of his troops, by reprefent- 
ing to them the dangers of the approaching night, 

Saporem profperum prseliujm fait, nifi quod apud Singaram, &c. Thi» 
honeft account is confirmed by the hints of Ammianus^ Rufus^ and 
Jerom. The two firft orations of Julian> and the third oration of 
LibaniuS} exhibit a more flattering pi<5lure ; but the recantation of 
both thofe orators^ after the death of Conftantiusy while it reftores 
us to the pofleiiion of the truth, degrades their own character) and 
that of the Emperor. * The commentary of Spanheim on the firft ont-' 
tion of Julian is profufely learned- See Hkewife the judicious obfer- 
rations of Tillemonty Kift. des Empereurs, tom.iy. p. 6s6» 

15 and 
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and the certainty of completing their fuccefs with c fe[ A F. 
the return of day. As they depended much ^^'^^^• 
more on their own valour than on the experience 
or the abilities of their chief, they filenced by 
their clamours his timid remonftrances ; and 
rufliing with fury to the charge, filled up the 
ditch, broke down the rampart, and difperfed 
themfelves th» ^ugh the tents to recruit their ex- 
haufted ftrength, and to enjoy the rich harveft 
of their labours. But the prudent Sapor had 
watched the moment of vi6lory. His army, of 
which the greater part fecurely pofted on the 
heights, had been fpe6tators of the a6tion, ad- 
vanced infilence,and under the fliadow of night; 
and his Perfian archers, guided by the illumina- 
tion of the camp, poured a fhower of arrows on 
a difarmed and licentious crowd. The fincerity 
of hiftory *' declares that the Romans were van- 
quiflied with a dreadful flaughter, and that the 
flying remnant of the legions was expofed to the 
moft intolerable hardfliips. Even the tendernefs 
of panegyric, confeffing that the glory of the 
Emperor was fullied by the difobedience of his 
Ibldiers, choofes to draw a veil over the circum- 
ftances of this melancholy retreat. Yet one of 
thofe venal orators, fo jealous of the fame of 
Conftantius, relates with amazing coolnefs, an 
a6t of fuch incredible cruelty, as, intbe judg- 
ment of poller ity, muft imprint afar deeper ftaiu 
on the honour of the Imperial name. The fon 

^' Acerrlml no(5himi coocertatione pugnatum efty noftrorum 
cppils ingenti ilrage confoflis. Axnxnian, xviii, 5. See like wife Eu- 
ti-opiusy X. zp. and $. Rufus; c. 27. . 

of 
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CHAP, of i^a^or, the heir of hi« crown, hed been made fl 
>^-^-'_j captive in the Perfian camp. The unhappy youth, 
who might have excited the compafllon of the 
moft (avage enemy, was fcourged, tortured, and 
publicly executed by the inhuman Romans^* 
Siege of Whatever advantages might attend the arm« 
iTifibifc of Sapor in the field, though nine repeated vie* 
tories diffufed among the nations the fame of his 
valour and conduct, he could not hope to fuc-- 
ceed in the execution of his defigns, while the 
fortified towns of Mefopotamia, and above all, 
the ftrong and ancient city of Nifibis, remained 
in the poffeffion of the Romans. In the fpace of 
twelve years, Nifibis, which fince the time of 
Lucullus, had been defervediy efteemed the huh 
Wark of the eaft, fuftained three memorable fieges 
Aj). 338, againft the power of Sapor ; and the difappointed 
346. 350. monarch, after urging his attacks above fixty, 
eighty, and an hundred days, was thricjB repulfed 
with lofs and ignominy *^ This large and popu- 
lous city was fituate about two days journey from 
the Tigris, in the midfl; of a pleafant and fertile 
^ plain at the foot of Mount Mafius. A treble 
inclofure of brick walls was defended by a deep 
ditch ^^ J and the intrepid affifl:ance of Count 

Luci- 

*' Libai^uSy Orjtt. m% p* X33« witli julkn. Orat. a. p. 24. and 
.§paBheim's Cosimentary, p. x>9. 

^^ See Julian, Orat-i. p* ay. Orat. li. p. 6a, &c. with the Com- 
nxentary of Spanheim (p, 188— aoa.), who ill«ftrate$ the eireHm- 
iHancoSf and afcertaiiif the time of the three fieges of Nifibis. Theif 
dates are likewife examined by Tillemont (Hift. des Empereursy 
torn. iv. p. 668. 671. 674.). Something is added from Zofimusy 
J. iii. p. 15 1 . and the Alexondrme Cferwiicle, p. ^90. 

*- Salluft. Fragment. Ixacxi^ edit. Bro(red> and Plut^ch in Ltt- 
. cull. toxo. iii. p. 184. Nifibis is now rfedueed to oiie huiidnd ainl 

fifty 



XuctU^us dud hifigarrifim^ was feqonded hy tlie c H A $". 
^perMe €0Urige of the people. The citizens , ^^™' 
€f NLSbts werU uniflftlcled by the exhortations of 
their Bijdiop^^9 iaared to arms by the prince of 
dafi^er^ dtid eonvinced of the intentians of Sar 
por to plant e PeHlan colony in their roo«fi, and 
to lead them away into diftant and barbarous 
CBptivity^ The event of the two former fieges 
elated their eonfidence, end exaggerated the 
hai^hty fpirit of the Great King, who advanced 
a third time towards Nifibis, at the head of the 
tinited forces o£ Perfia and India. The ordinary 
machines invented to batter or undermine the 
walls, were rendered ine£^ual by the fuperior 
ikill of the Romans } and many days bad vainly 
elapfed, when Sapor embraced a refolution 
worthy of an eailern monarch, who believed 
that the elements themfelves were fubge^ to hie 
power. At the dated feafon of the melting of 
the fnows in Armenia, the river Mygdonius, 
which divides the plain and the city of Nifibis, 
iforjnslike the Nile% an inundation over the 

fihy houfes ; the marflxy hMs produce ricey and Uie fertile me^idow^ 
as far as Moful and the Tigris, are covered with the ruins of towns 
4Uk1 vfflagOBb See Kiebuhr, Voyages, t6m.u. p. 300 — 509. 

^' The miracles which Theodoret (l.iL 0.30.) idcrd^es to St. 
James, Biihop of £defla, were at leaft performed in a worthy caufe» 
the defence of his country. He appeared on the waUs imder the 
%t»e of the Ronum Empeitir^ and fent an anny of gnats to iiipf 
the trunks of the elephants, afid to difcomfit the hoft of the new 
pcnacnerro. 

^ Jniiaa Orat.i. p. 97. Thov^ Niebufar (torn. ii. p. 307.} atiovt 
a very confiderable fwell to the Mygdonius, over which he faw » 
Inridge of tweive anches : it is difficult, however, to underfland thi» 
^anM of a trifling rivvfet witfti ol mighty river* There axe many 
cucinEnlknces o^ctire» and almoft unuite]%ible» in the defcription 
itf thele ftupendous water^works. 

adjacent 
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CHAP, adjacent country. By the labour of thePerfians, 
^^^' , the courfe of the rivenr was ilopt below the town, 
and the waters were confined on every fide by 
folid mounds of earth. On this artificial lake, 
a fleet of armed veflels filled with foldiers, and 
with engines which difcharged fi:ones of five 
hundred pounds weight, advanced in Order of 
battle, and engaged, almofi:,upon a level, the 
troops which defended the ramparts. The irre- 
fifliible force of the waters was alternately fatal 
to the contending parties, till at length a portion 
of the walls, unable to fuft.ain the accumulated 
preflure, gave way at once, and expofed an ample 
breach of one hundred and fifty feet. The Per- 
fians were infl^antly driven to the aflault, and the 
fate of Nifibis depended on the event of the day. 
The heavy armed cavalry, who led the van of 
A deep column were embarrafled in the mud, and 
great numbers were drowned in the unfeen holes 
which had been filled by the rufhing waters. The 
elephants, made furious by their wounds, en- 
creafedthediforder,andtrampled down thouiands 
of the Perfian archers. The Great King, who,* 
from an exalted throne,beheld the misfortunes of 
his arms, founded, with relu6lant indignation, the 
fignalof the retreat, and fufpendedfor fome hours 
the profecution of the attack. But the vigilant 
citizens improved the opportunity of the night; 
and the return of day difcovered a new wall of fix 
feet in height, rifing every moment to fill up the 
interval of the breach. Notwithftanding the dif- 
appointment of his hopes, and the lofs of more 
than twenty thoufand men, Sapor fl;illpreffed the 

reduction 
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"reduftion of Nifibis, with an obftinate firmnefs, chap. 
which could have yielded only to the neceffity of , ^^' . 
defending the eaftern provinces of Perfia againft 
a formidable invafion of the Maflagetae ^'', 
Alarmed by this intelligence, he haftily relin- 
quifhed the fiege, and marched with rapid dili- 
gence from the bank^ of the Tigris to thofe of 
the Oxus; The danger and difficulties of the 
Scythian war engaged him foon afterwards to 
conclude, or at leaft to obferve, a truce with the 
Roman Emperor, which was equally grateful to 
both princes ; as Conftantius himfelf, after the 
deaths of his two brothers, was involved, by the 
revolutions of the Weft, in a civil conteft, which 
required and feemed to exceed the moft vigo- 
rous exertion of his undivided ftrength. < 

After the partition of the empire, three years civil war, 
had fcarcely elapfed before the fons of Conftan- "^^^^^ 
tine feemed impatient to convince mankind that ibntine, 
they were incapable of contenting themfelves ^'l^^, 
with the dominions which they were unqualified 
to govern. The eldeft of thofe princes foon 
complained, that he was defrauded of his juft 
proportion of the fpoils of their murdered kinf. 
men; and though be might yield to the fuperior 
guilt and merit of Conftantius, he exadled from 
Conftans, the ceflion of the African provinces, 
as an equivalent for the rich countries of Mace- 
donia and Greece, which his brother had ac- 

^ We ve oblig;ed to Zonaras (torn. ii. Lxiii. p. ix.) for this iiavA* 
Hon of the Maflagetae^ which is perfedtly confiftent with the general 
ieries of eventsy to which we are darkly led by the broken hiftory of 
Ammianus. 

VOL, III. L quired 
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€ H A P. quired by the death of Dalmatius. The want df 
xviii. fincerity, which Conilantine experienced in a 
tedious and fruitlefs negociation, exafperated the 
fiercenefs of liis temper ; and he eagerly liflened 
to thofe favourites, who fuggefted to him that his 
honour, as well as his intereft, was concerned in 
the profecutioii of the quarrel. At the head of 
a^ tumultuary band, firited for rapine rather than 
for conqueft, he fuddenly broke into the domi- 
nions of Conftans, by the way of the Julian Alps, 
and the country round Aquileia felt the firft ef- 
fects of his refentmeat. The meafures of Con-^ 
ttans, who then refided in Dacia, were dire6led 
with more prudence and ability. On the news 
of his brother^s invafion, he detached a fele6t 
and difciplined body of his Illyrian troops, pro- 
pofing to follow them in perfon, with the re- 
mainder of his forces. But the condu6l of his 
lieutenants foon terminated the unnatural con- 
teft. By the artful appearances of flight, Con- 
ftantine was betrayed into an ambufcade, which 
had been concealed in a wood, where the ralh 
youth, with a few attendants, was furprifed, fur- 
rounded, and flain. His body, after it had been 
found in the obfcure ftream of the Alfa, obtained 
the honours of an Imperial fepulchre ; but his 
provinces transferred their allegiance to the 
conqueror, who^ refufing to admit his elder 
brother Coriftantius to any fliare iff thefe new 
acqiiifitions, maintained the undifputedpoffefflon 
of more than two-thirds of the Roman empire *^ 

The 

^^ The caufes and the events of this civil war are related witk 
muGh perplexity and contradiiSlion. I have chiefly followed 2iODxn» 

and- ^ 
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The fate of Conftans himfelf Was delayed CHAP, 
about ten years longer, and the revenge of his . ^^ ^'^ 
brother's death was referved for the more ig- Murder of 
noble hand of a domeftic traitor* The perni- Coidians, 
cious tendency of the (yftera introduced by Con- February* 
ftantine was difplayed in the feeble adminiftra- 
tion of his fons; who, by their vices and weak- 
nefs, foon loft the efteem and affeftions of theii* 
people. The pride affumed by Conftans, from 
the unmerited fuccefs of his arms, was rendered 
more contemptible by his want of abilities and 
application. ^ His fond partiality towards fome 
German captives, diftinguilhed only by the 
charms of youth, was an obje6l of fcandal to. 
the people *^ ; and Magnentiiis, an ambitious 
foldier, who was himfelf of Barbarian extrac- 
tion, was encouraged by the public difcontent 
to affert the honour of the Roman name^°; The 
chofen bands of Jovians and Herculians, who 
acknowledged Magnentiusas their leader, main* 
tained the moft refpedtable and important fta- 

and the younger Vi<5lor. The monody (ad calcem Eutrop. edit. Ha- 
vercamp.) pronounced on the death of Conftantine, might have been 
very infti^dlive ; but prudence and falfe tafte engaged the orator to 
involve himfelf in vague declamation. 

. ^ Quarum {gentium) obfides pretio qusefitos puero3 venuftlores, 
quod culdus habuerat, libidine hujufmodi ariiile pro certo habetur. 
Had not the depraved tafte of Conftans been publicly avowed, the 
elder ViAor, who held a confiderable office in his brother's reign> 
would not have aflerted it in fuch pofitive terms. 

^° Julian. Orat. i. and ii. Zofim. 1. ii. p. 134. Vi<Slor in Epi* 
tome. ' There is reafon to believe that Magnentius was born in one 
of thofe Barbarian Colonies which Conftantius Chlorus had eftablilhed 
in Gaul (fee this Hiftory, vohii. p. 13a.). His behaviour may remind 
us of the patriot Earl of Leicefter, the famous Simon de Montfort> 
who could perfuade the good people of England, that he, a 
Frenchman by birth, had taken arms to deliver them from foreign 
favourites. ^ 

I. 2 lion 
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CHAP, tion in the Imperial camp. The friendfliip of 
XVIII. Marcellinus, count of the Ikcred largefles, fup- 
plied with a liberal hand the means of fedu6tion. 
The foldiers were convinced by the mod fpecious 
arguments, that the republic fummoned them to 
break the bonds of hereditary fervitude ; and, 
by the choice of an a61ive and vigilant prince, 
to reward the fame virtues which had raifed the 
anceftors of the degenerate Cbnftans from a pri- 
vate condition to the thrOlie of the world. As 
foon as the confpiracy was ripe for execution, 
Marcellinus, under the pretence of celebrating 
his fon's birth-day, gave a fplendid entertain- 
ment to the illti/irious and honourable perfons of 
the court of Gaul, which then refided in the city 
of Autun. The intemperance of the feaft was 
artfully protra6ted till a very late hour of the 
night; and the unfufpe6ling gueftswere tempted 
to indulge themfelves in a dangerous and guilty 
freedom of converfation. On a fudden the doors 
were thrown open, and Magnentius, who had re- 
tired for a few moments, retui'ned into the apart- 
ment, invefted with the diadem and purple. The. 
confpirators inftantly faluted him with the titles 
of Auguftus and Emperor. The furprife, the ter- 
ror, the intoxication, the ambitious hopes, and 
the mutual ignorance of the reft of the aflembly, 
prompted them to join thcu" voices to the general 
acclamation. The guards baftened to take th^ 
oath of fidelity; the gatesofthe town werofliutj 
and before the dawn of day, Magnentius became 
mafter of the troops and treafure of the palace 
and city of Autun. By his fecrecy and diligence 
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he entertained fome hopes of fiirprifing the perfon c H Ap. 
of Conftans, who was purfuing in the adjacent ^^^'_^ 
foreft his favourite amuferaent of hunting, or per- 
haps forae pleafures of a more private and cri- 
minal nature. The rapid progrefs of fame al- 
lowed him, however, an inftant for flight, though 
the defertion of his foldiers and fubje6ls depriv- 
ed him of the power of refiftance. Before he 
could reach a fea-port in Spain, where he intend- 
ed to embark, he was overtaken near Helena^', . 
at the foot of the Pyrenees, by a party of light 
cavalry, whofe chief, regardlefs of the fan^ity of 
a temple, executed his commiflion by the murder 
of the fon of Conflantine^% 

, As foon as the death of Conftans had decided Magnen^ 
this eafy but important revolution, the example ^\^^^ 
of the court of Autun was imitated by the pro- aflume the 
vinces of the Weft. The authority of Magnen- ^^^^* 
tius was acknowledged through the wholp ex- March ^it' 
jtent of the two great praefedures of Gaul and 
Italy ; and the ufurper prepared, by every a6l of 
oppreffion, to collefil a treafure, which might dif- 
charge the obligation of an immenfe donative, 
and fupply the expences of a civil war. The 



'' This ancient city had once flouriflied under the name of Illiberis 
(Pomponius Mela, ii. 5.)' The munificence of Conftantine gave it 
new fplendor, and his mother's name. Helena (it is ftill caljed E}ne) 
became the feat of a bilhop, who long afterwards transferred his refi- 
dence to Perpignan, the capital of modern Roufillon. See D'Anvill^ 
Notice de I'Ancienne Gaule» p. 380. Longuerue Defeription de U 
France, p. 223. and the Marca Hifpanita, 1. i. c« 2. 

''* Zofimus, 1. ii. p. 119, i2d. Zonaras, torn. ii. I. xili. p. 13. 
and Oie ^bbreviators* 

L 3 martiai 
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CHAP, martral countries of Illyricum, from the Danube 
^^^^^ to the extremity of Greece, had long' obeyed the 
government of Vetranio, an aged general, be- 
loved for the fimplicity of his manners, and who 
had acquired fome reputation by his experience 
and fervices in war ^ Attached by habit, by 
duty, and by gratitude, to the houfe of Conftan- 
tine, heimmediately gavethe ftrongeft aflurances 
to the only furviving fon of his late mailer, that 
he would expofe, with unfhaken fidelity, his per- 
fon and his troops, to inflidi a juft revenge on the 
traitors of GauL But the legions of Vetranio 
were feduced rather than provoked by the ex- 
ample of rebellion ; their leader foon betrayed 
a want of firmnefe, or a want of fincerity ; and 
his ambition derived a fpecious pretence from the 
approbation of the Princefs Conftantina. That 
cruel and afpiring woman, who had obtained from 
the great Conftantine, her father, the rank of 
Augujia^ placed the diadem with her own hands 
on the head of the lUyrian general; and feemed to 
expe6l from his vi6lory, the aecomplifhment of 
thofe unbounded hopes, of which flie had been 
difappointed by the death of her hufband Hanni- 
balianus. Perhaps it was without the confent 
of Conftantina, that the new Emperor formed a 
lieceflary, though difhonourable, alliance with 

73 Eutropius (x, lo.) defcribes Vetranio with more temper^ and 
probably with more truth, than either of the two ViiSlors. Vetranio 
was bom of obfcure parents in the wildefi parts of M sfia ; and fo 
much had his education been negledled, that, after his elevation, he 
Audied the alphabet. 

the 
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the ufurper of the Weft, whofe purple was fo chap, 
recently ftained with her brother's blood ^\ .J^^™'^ 

The intelligence of tliefe important events, conftan- 
which fo deeply affedled the honour and fafety of ^^^ "- 
the Imperial houfe, recalled the arms of Conftan- treat. 
tius from the inglorious profecution of thePerfian AJD. 35P« 
war. He recommended the care of the Eaft to 
his lieutenants, and afterwards to his coufin Gal- 
lus, whom he raifed from a prifon to a throne ; 
and marched towards Europe, with a mind agi- 
4:ated by the confli6t of hope and fear, of grief 
and indignation. On his arrival at Heraclea in 
Thrace, the Emperor gave audience to the am- 
baffadorsof MagnentiusandVetranio. Thefirft 
author of the confpiracy, Marcellinus, who in 
fome meafure had beftowed the purple on his 
new matter, boldly accepted this dangerous com- 
miffion : and his three colleagues were fele6led 
from the illuftrious perfonages of the ftate and 
army. Thefe deputies were inftrucled to Ibothe 
the refentment, and to alarm the fears, of Con^ 
ilantius. They were empowered to offer him 
the friendlhip and alliance of the weftern princes, 
to cement their union by a double marriage ; of 
Conftiintius with the daughter of Magnentius, 
and of Magnentius himfelf with the ambitious 
Conftantina ; and to acknowledge in the treaty 
the pre-eminence of rank, which might juftly be 
claimed by the Emperor of the Eaft. Should 
pride and miftaken piety urge him to refufe thefe 

^* The doubtfuli fiu<^uating condudt of Vetranio is defcribed by 
Julian in bis firft oration^ and accurately explamed by Spanbeimy who 
^cufles the fituatioQ a^d behavipur of Conftantioa. 

J. 4 equitable 
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CHAP, equitableconditionsjtheambaffadorswereordered 
,^^'^ to expatiate on the inevitable ruin which mull at- 
tend his raihnefs, if he ventured to provoke the 
fovereigns of the Weft to exert their fuperior 
ftrength ; and to employ againft him that valour, 
thofe abilities, and thofe legions, to which the 
houfe of Conftantine had been indebted for fo 
many triumphs. Such propofitions and fuch ar- 
guments appeared to deferve the moft ferious at- 
tention ; the anfwer of Conftantius was deferred 
till the next day ; and as he had refledled on the 
importance of juftifying a civil war in the opinion 
of the people, he thus addreffed his council^ who 
liftened with real or affe6ted credulity : '* Laft 
*« night,'* faid he, " after I retired to reft, the 
" ihade of* the great Conftantine, embracing the 
** corpfe of my murdered brother, rofe before my 
** eyes ; his well-known voice awakened me to 
*^ revenge, forbad me to defpair of the republic, 
** and affured me of the fuccefs and immortal 
** glory which would crown the juftice of my 
** arms.** The authority of fuch a vifion, or ra- 
' ther of the prince who alleged it, filenced every 
doubt, and excluded all negociation. The igno- 
minious terms of peace were rejedled with difdain. 
One of the ambaftadors of the tyrant was dif- 
mifled with the haughty anfwer of Conftantius ; 
his colleagues, as unworthy of the privileges of 
the law of nations, were put in irons j and the 
contending powers prepared to wage an impla- 
cable war". 

^ See Peter the Patriciani in the Excerpta Legationuxxi; p- a;. • 

Such 
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Such was the condu6t, and fuch perhaps was chap. 
the duty, of the brother of Conftans towards the ^J^^^'^ 
perfidious ufurper of Gaul. The fituation and Depofes 
chara6ler of Vetranio admitted of milder mea- Vetranio, 
fures; and the policy of the Eaftern Emperor was Dec. 4^°* 
diredled to difunite his antagonift, and to fepa- 
rate the forces of lUyricum from the caufe of re- 
bellion. It was an eafy talk to deceive the frank- 
nefs and fimpliclty of Vetranio, who, flu6luating 
fome time between the oppofite views of honour 
and intereft, difplayed to the world the infin- 
cerity of his temper, and was infenfibly engaged 
in the fnares of an artful negociation. Conftan- 
tius acknowledged him as a legitimate and equal 
colleague in the empire, on condition that he 
would renounce his dilgraceful alliance with 
Magnentius, and appoint a place of interview 
on the frontiers of their refpedlive provinces ; 
where they might pledge their friendlhip by 
mutual vows of fidelity, and regulate by common 
confent the future operations of the civil war. 
In confequence of this agreement, Vetranio ad- 
vanced to the city of Sardica '^^^ at the head of 
twenty thoufand horfe, and of a more numerous 
body of infantry ; a power fo far fuperior to the 
forces of Conftantius, that the lUyrian Emperor 
appeared to command the life and fortunes of 
his rival, who, depending on the fuccefs of his 
private negociations, had feduced the troops, and 

'^ Zonaras, torn. ii. Lxliirp. 16. The pofitlon of Sardicai near 
the modern city of Sophia, appears better fuited to this interview than 
the fituation of either Naiflus or Sirmium, where it is placed by Jerom, 
Socrates> and Sozomen. 

under-t 
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CHAP, undermioed the throne, of Vetranio. The chiefs, 
^^^ , who had fecretly embraced the party of Conftan- 
tius, prepared in his favour a public fpeflacle, 
calculated to difcover and inflame the paffions 
of the multitude ". The united armies were com» 
manded to affemble in a large plain near the city. 
, In the centre, according to the rules of ancient 
difcipline, a military tribunal, or rather fcaffold, 
was ere6led, from whence the emperors were 
accuftomed, on folemh and important occafions, 
to harangue the troops. The well-ordered ranks 
of Romans and Barbarians, with drawn fwords, 
or with erefted Q)ears, the fqnadrons of cavalry, 
and the cohorts of infantry, diilinguiflied by the 
variety of their arms and enfigns, formed an im- 
menfe circle round the tribunal ; and the atten- 
tive filence which they preferved was fometimes 
interrupted by loud burfts of clamour or of ap- 
plaufe. In the prefence of this formidable 
aflembly, the two Emperors were called upon to 
explain the fituation of public affairs: the prece- 
dency of rank was yielded to the royal birth of 
Conftantius; and though he was indifferently 
&illed in the arts of rhetoric, he acquitted him* 
felf, under thefe difficult circumftances, with 
firmnefs, dexterity, and eloquence. The firfl 
part of his oration feemed to be pointed only 
againfl the tyrant of Gaulj but while he tragi- 
cally lamented the cruel murder of Conflans, he 
iufinuated, that none, except a brother, could 

^' See the two firft orations of Juliant particularly p. 31.; and 
Zofimu8> L iL p. 1 43. The diftin^t nturative of the hifiorian fenres 
p) lUiifirate^the difiiifei but vaguey defcriptions of the onUor. 

claim 
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claim a right to the fucceffion of his brother. CHAP. 
He diQilayed, with fome complacency, the glories .^T^^?'^ 
of his Imperial race; and recalled to the memory 
of the troops, the valour, the triumphs, the li- 
berality of the great Conftantine, to whofe fons 
they had engaged their allegiance by an oath of 
fidelity, which the ingratitude of his mod fa- 
voured fervants had tempted them to violate. 
The oflScers, who furrounded the tribunal, and 
were inftrufiled to a6l their parts in this extra- 
ordinary fcene, confeffed the irrefiftible power 
of reafon and eloquence, byfaluting the Emperor 
Conftantius as their lawful fovereign. The con- 
tagion of loyalty and repentance was communi- 
cated from rank to rank; till the plain of Sardica 
refounded with the univerfal acclamation of 
** Away with thefe upftart ufurpers ! Long life 
** and victory to the fon of Conftantine ! Under 
^ his banners alone we will fight and conquer." 
The (houtof thoufands, their menacing geftures, 
the fierce claihing of their arms, aftoniflied and 
fubdued the courage of Vetranio, who fi^ood, 
amidfl^ the defection of his followers, in anxious 
and filent fuQ)ence. Inftead of embracing the 
lafli refuge of generous defpair, he tamely fub- 
mitted to his fate ; and taking the diadem from 
his head, in the view of both armies, fell pro- 
ilrate at the feet of his conqueror. Confi:antius 
ufed his vi6lory with prudence and moderation j 
and raifing from the ground the aged fuppHant, 
whom he afie6ted to flyle by the endearing name 
of Father, he gave him his hand to defcend from 
the throne. The city of Prula was aflSgned for 

the 
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CHAP, the exile or retirement of the abdicated monarch, 
who lived fix years in the enjoyment of eafe and 
affluence. He often expreffed his grateful fenfe 
of the goodnefs of Conftantius, and, with a very 
amiable fimplicity, advifed his benefa6lor to 
refign the fceptre of the world, and to feek for 
content (where alone it could be found) in the 
V peaceful obfcurity of a private condition '* . 
Makes war The bchaviour of Conftantius on this memo- 
M^n- rable occafion was celebrated with fome appear- 
tius, ance of juftice; and his courtiers compared the 

A«i>' 35^^ ftudied orations which a Pericles or a Demot 
thenes addreffed to the populace of Athens, with 
the vidlorious eloquence which had perfuaded an 
armed multitude to defert and depofe the object 
of their partial choice ^\ The approaching con- 
teft with Magnentius was of a more lerious and 
bloody kind. The tyrant advanced by rapid 
marches to encounter Conftantius, at the head of 
a numerous army, compofed of Gauls and Spa- 
niardsj of Franks and Saxons; of thofe provin- 
cials who fupplied the ftrength of the legions, 
and of thofe barbarians who were dreaded as the 
' moll formidable enemies of the republic. The 



^ The younger Vi<5tor afligns to his exile the emphatical ap« 
pellation of << Voluptarium otiunu" Socrates (1. ii. c. 28.) is the 
voucher for the correfpondence with the Emperory which would 
feem to prove, that Vetranio was> indeed, prope ad Ihiltitiam 
fimpUciilimus. 

^ £um Conftantius facundide vi deje^um Imperio iff 

privato otium removit. Quae gloria poft natum Imperium foli pro- 
ceflit eloquio clementiique, &c. AureKus ViAor, Julian, and The- 
miftius (Orat. iii. and iv.), adorn this exploit with .all the artificial 
and gaudy colouring of their rhetoric. 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 157 

fertile plains*^ of the Lower Pannonia, between chap, 
the Drave, the Save, and the Danube, prefented ^^^^'• 
a fpacious theatre ; and the operations of the 
civil war were protracted during the fummer 
months by the (kill or timidity of the combat- 
ants^'. Conftantius had declared his intention 
of deciding the quarrel in the fields of Cibalis, a 
name that would animate his troops by the re- 
membrance of the vidlory which, on the fame 
aufpiciou6 ground, had been obtained by the arms 
of his father Conftantine. Yet by the impreg- 
nable fortifications with which the Emperor en- 
compafled his camp, he appeared to decline, ra- 
ther tlian to invite, a general engagement. It 
was the obje6l of Magnentius to tempt or to 
compel his adverfary to relinquifli this advanta- 
geous pofition ; and he employed, with that view, 
the various marches, evolutions, and fl.ratagems, 
which the knowledge of the art of war could fug- 
ged to an experienced oflScer. He carried by 
aflault the important town of Sifcia ; made an 
attack on the city of Sirmium, which lay in the 
rear of the Imperial camp ; attempted to force a 
pafTage Qver the Save into the eaftern provinces 

*' Buibequius (p. iia.) traverfed the Lower Hungary and Sclar 
Tonia at a time when they were reduced almofl to a defert, by the 
reciprocal hoftilities of the Turks and Chrifiians. Yet he mentions 
with admiration the unconquerable fertility of the foil ; and obferves 
that the height of ttie grafs was fulficient to conceal a loaded wag« 
gon from his light. See likewife Browne's Travels, in Harris's 
Colle(9aon> voU ii. p. 76 a, &c. 

** Zofimus gives a very large account of the wv, and the nego- 
ciation (1. ii.p. 1*3 — 130.)« But as he neither fliews himfelf a fol- 
dier nor a politician, his narrative muft be weighed with attention^ 
%»d received with caution. 

of 
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CHAP, of Dlyricum ; and cut in.pieces a numerous de- 
^^' , tachment, which he had allured into the narrow 
pafles of Adarne. During the greater part of 
the fummer, the tyrant of Gaul (hewed himfelf 
mailer of the field. The troops of Conftantius 
were haraffed and difpirited ; his reputation de- 
clined in the eye of the world ; and his pride 
condefcended to folicit a treaty of peace, which 
wbuld have refigned to the affaffin of Conftans 
the fovereignty of the provinces beyond the 
Alps. Thefe offers were enforced by the elo- 
quence of Philip the Imperial ambaflador ; and 
the council as well as the army of Magnentius 
were difpofed to accept them. But the haughty 
ufurper, carelefs of the remonftrances of his 
friends, gave orders that Philip fhould be de- 
tained as a captive, or at lead as a hoftage ; 
while he difpatched an officer to reproach Con- 
ftantius with the weaknefs of his reign, and to 
infult him by the promife of a pardon, if he 
would inftantly abdicate the purple. " That he 
** Ihould confide in the juftice of his caufe, 
*' and the prote6lion of an avenging Deity,** 
was the only anfwer which honour permitted 
the Emperor to return. But he was fo fenfible 
of the difficulties of his fituation, that he no 
longer dared to retaliate the indignity which 
had been offered to his reprefentative. The ne- 
gociation of Philip was not, however, ineffe6lual, 
fince he determined Sylvanus the Frank, a ge- 
neral of merit and reputation, to defert with a 
confiderable body of ciavalry, a few days before 
the battle of Murfa. 

II The 
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The city of Murfa, or Effek, celebrated in mo- chap. 
dern times for a bridge of boats five miles in , ^^"^ 
length, over the river Drave, and the adjacent Battle of 
moraffes'% has been always confidered as a place ^^ 
of importance in the wars of Hungary. Mag- Sept. %z ' 
nentius dir^fting his march towards Murfa, fet 
fire to the gates, and, by a fudden affault, had 
almoft fcaled the walls of the town. The vigi- 
lance of the garrifon extinguilhed the flames ; the 
approach of Confl^antius left him no time to con- 
tinue the operations of the fiege ; and the Em- 
peror foon removed the only obflacle that could 
embarrafs his motions, by forcing a body of 
troops which had taken poft in an adjoining am- 
phitheatre. The field of battle round Murfa 
was a naked and level plain : on this ground the 
army of Conftantius formed, with the Drave on 
their right ; while their left, either from the na- 
ture of their difpofition, or from the fuperiority 
of their cavalry, extended far beyond the right 
flank of Magnentius*'. The troops on both fides 
remained under arms in anxious expe6tation dur- 
ing the greatefl; part of the morning ; and the fon 
of Conftantine, after animating his foldiers by an 
eloquent fpeech, retired into a church at fome 
diilance from the field of battle, and committed 



"' This remarkable bridge^ which is flanked with towers, and 
fupported on large wooden pUes^ was conftnidted, A.D. 15669 by 
Saltan Soliman, to facilitate the march of his armies into Hungary. 
See Browne's Travels, and Bufching's Syftem of Geography, vol. ii. 
p. 90. 

^^ This pofition, and the fubfequent evolutions, are clearly, though 
concifely, defcribed by Julian^ Orat. i. p« 36. 

to 
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CHAP, to his generals the condu6t of this decifive day ^*. 
x^™» They deferved his confidence by the valour and 
military (kill which they exerted. They wifely 
began the a£lion upon the left ; and advancing 
their whole wing of cavalry in an oblique line, 
they fuddenly wheeled it on the right flank of the 
eneray, which was unprepared to refift the im- 
petuofity of their charge. But the Romans of 
the Wett foon rallied, by the habits of difci- 
pline ; and the Barbarians of Germany fup- 
ported the renown of their national bravery. 
The engagement foon became general; was 
maintained with various and Angular turns of 
fortune ; and fcarcely ended with the darknefs 
of the night. The fignal victory which Con- 
ftantius obtained is attributed to the arms of his 
cavalry. His cuiraffiers are defcribed as fo many 
mafly ftatues of fteel, glittering with their fcaly 
armour, and breaking with their ponderouslances 
the firm array of the Gallic legions. As foon 
as the legions gave way, the lighter and more 
active fquadrons of the fecond line rode fword 
in hand into the intervals, and completed the 
diforder. In the mean while, the huge bodies 
of the Germans were expofed almoft naked 
to the dexterity of the Oriejntal archers; and 
whole troops of thofe Barbarians were urged 

®^ Sulpicius Severus, 1. ii. p. 405. The Emperor pafled the day ia 
prayer with Valens, the Arian bifliop of Murfa, who gained his con- 
fidence by announcing the fucce& of the battle. M. de Tilleraont 
(Hiil. des Empereursy torn. iv. p. ixio.) very properly remarks the 
filence of Julian with regard to the perfonal prowefs of Conflantius 
in the battle of Murfa. The lilence of flattery is fometimes equal 
to the moft pofitive and authentic evidence* 

»5 by 
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by anguifh and defpair to precipitate themfelves chap. 
into the broad and rapid ilream of the Drave *^ xvin. 
The number of the flain was copnputed at fifty- 
four thoufand men, and the flaughter of the 
conquerors was more confiderable than that of 
the vanquifhed ®* ; a circumflance which proves 
the obftinacy of the conteft, and juftifies the ob- 
fervation of an ancient writer, that the forces of 
the empire were confumed in the fatal battle of 
Murfa, by the lols of a veteran army, fufficient 
to defend the frontiers, or to add new triumphs, 
to the glory of Rome ^\ Notwithftanding the 
inve£tives of a fervile orator, there is not the 
lead reafon to believe that the tyrant deferted his 
own ilandard in the beginning of the engage* 
ment. He feems to have difplayed the virtues of 
a general and of a foldier till the day was irreco- 
verably loft, and his camp in the poflfeifion of the 
enemy. Magnentius then confulted his fafety. 



? Jttliant Orat.L p* 36> 37. ; and Orat.]!. p*599 6o« Zoaaras^ 
tom.ii. Lxiii. p- 17« Zofimusy I. ii. p* X30 — 133. The laft of 
thefe celebrates the dexterity of the archer Menelaus, who could 
difcharge three airows at the fame time ; an advantage which^ accord* 
ing to his apprehenfion of military afiairs^ materially contributed to 
the viflory of Coniiantiusl 

^ According to Zonaras, Conftantius^ out of 8o>ooo men, loft 
30fOOO ; and Magnentius loft 24,000 out of 36,000* The other 
articles of this account feem probable and authentic, but the num- 
bers of the tyrant's army muft have been miftaketi, either by the 
author or his tranfcribers« Magnentius had collected the whole force 
of the Weft, Romans and Barbarians, into one formidable body, 
which cannot fairly be eftimated at lefs than 100,000 men. Julian. 
Orat. i. p. 349 35» 

^ Ingentes R. I. vires e4 dimicatione confumpts funt, ad quse- 
Kbet bella externa idonese, quae multum triumphorum pofTent ^cu- 
ritatifque conferre. Eutropius,.x. 13- The younger Vidlor exprefTes 
himfelf to the fame efiedl. 

VOL. III. M and 
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CHAP, and throwing away the Imperial ornaments, eC 
^^^ ^ caped with fome difficulty: from the purfuit of 
the light horfe, who inceflantly followed his 
rapid flight from the banks of the Drave to the 
foot of the Jnlian Alps '^ 
Conqueft . The approach of winter fupplied the indolence 
aJd^^Iz. ^ Conftkntius with fp^cions reafoqs for &tfei^ 
ring the prdecution of the war till the enfuing 
fyring. Magnientius had fixed hrs refidence ill 
the city of Aquileia, and fliewed a feeming re^ 
folution to difpute the ps^fiage of the inoontaini 
and morafies whiidi fortified the confines of the 
Venetian province. The furprifal of a caftte in 
the Alps by the fecret march of the Imperidifts^ 
could &arcely hare detei^mined him to relinqnift 
the poffeffion of Italy, if the inclinations of the 
pe<^le bad fupported the caufe of their ty» 
rant^^ But the memory of the cruelties exer- 
pifed l^ his minifters, after the unfucce&ftd 
revolt of Nepotian, had left a deep impreffion of 
horror and refbntment on the tninds of the 
Romans. That rafh youth, the fon of the prin- 
cefs Eutropia, and the nephew of Conftantinei^ 
had feen with indignation the fceptre of tlie 
Wefl ufurped by a perfidious barbarian. Arming 

^ On this occaiiony we muft prefer the unfufpedled teftimony ef 
Zoiimus and Zonaras to the flattering afleFtknu of JaMan. The 
younger Vi^r paints the charader of Magnentiue in a fingdy 
light : ^ Sermoals acer» animi tmnidiy et immodice tintidns ; ardftx 
tajnen ad occultandam audaciae fpecie fonnidineni* Is it moft likfil^ 
that in the battle of Murfa his behaviour was governed by nstnoft 
or by art ? I ihould incHne for the latter. 

^ Julian. Orat. i. p. 38, 39. In that place* however, as wdi 
* as in Oration ii. p. 97. he iniinuates the g'enehd difpofition of the 

fenate, the people, and the fbldiers of Italy, towards the party of the 
Emperor* 

a def- 
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9 defperate troop of flaves and gladiatdrs, he c vla p. 
overpowered the feebl? guard of the domeitic 
tranquillity of Rome, received the homage of the 
fenate, and afiUming the title of Auguilus, pre- 
carioufly reigned during a tumult of twenty- 
eight days* The march of ibme regular farces 
put an end to his ambitious hopes : the rebellioa 
was extinguiihed in the blood of Nepotian, of 
his mother Eutropia^ and of his adherents j and 
the profcription was extended to all who had 
cpntra^ed a fatal alliance with the name and 
family of Conitantine ^\ But as foon as Cod- 
itantiua, aft^ the battle of Murla, became maf* 
ter of the fea-coaft of Dalmatia, a band of noble 
exiles, who had ventured to equip a fleet in 
fome harbour of the Hadriatic, fought protec- 
tion and revenge in his Viftorious camp. . By 
their fecret intelligence with their countrymen, ' 
Rome and the Italian cities were perfuaded to 
difplay the banners of Conftantius on their walls. 
The grateful veterans, enriched by the liberality 
of the father, fignalized their gratitude and 
loyalty to the Ion. The cavalry, the legions, 
sfiid the auxiliaries of Italy^ renewed their oath 
of allegiance to Conftantius ; and the ufurper, 
alarmed by the general defertion, was compelled, 
with the remains of his faithful troops, to retire 
beyond the Alps^ into the provinces of Gaul, 

^ Tke elder Victor delcribes in a pathetic manner the milerable 
condidim of Rome : ** Cuju* ftolidum ijigenium adeo P. R. patit- 
bufque exitio fuity uti paffim domus, foray viacy tempkqney £niore» 
^adayeribidque opf^entur buftonim loodo." Athaoafius (torn. i. 
p. 677.) depfoies ^ fate of feteral iUnanom viAiiiUb aad Julian 
(Orat. ii. p. 58.) execrates the cruelty of Maicellinus^ the imj^ac^^ 
enemy of ih^ houfe of C^nfiandbe. 

M-a The 
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•CHAP. The detachments, however, which were ordered 
^^"- either to prefs or to intercept the flight of Mag- 
nentius, conducted themfelves with the ufual 
imprudence of fuccefs j and allowed him, in the 
pkins of Pavia, an opportunity of turning on 
his purfuers, and of gratifying his defpair by the 
- carnage of a ufelefs vifl:ory ^'. 
Laft defeat The pride of Magncutius was reduced, by re- 
^ Ma*!^ peated misfortunes, to fue, and to fue in vain, 
nentius, for pcace. He firft difpatched a fenator, in 
A J). 353. whofe abilities he confided, and afterwards 
* feveral bilhops, whofe holy character might ob- 
tain a more favourable audience, with the offer 
of refigning the purple, and the promife of de- 
voting the remainder of his life to the fervice of 
the Emperor. But Conilantius, though he 
granted fair terms of pardon and reconciliation 
to all who abandoned the flandard of rebel- 
lion ^% avowed his inflexible refolution to infli6l 
. a jufl piinifhment on the crimes of an afTafiin, 
whom he prepared to overwhelm on every fide 
by the effort of his vi6lorious arms. An Impe- 
rial fleet acquired the eafy pofTeffion of Africa 
and Spain, confirmed the wavering faith of the 
Moorifh nations, and landed a confiderable 
.force, which pafTed the Pyrenees, and advanced 
towards Lyons, the lafl and fatal flation of 
.Magnentius^'. The temper of the tyrant, 

•' Zofim. 1. iu p. 13 3. VicSlor in Epitome. The panegyrifts of 
Confiantiutf with dieir uiiial candour» forget to mention this acci- 
. dental defeat. 

'' Zonarasy torn. ii. Lxiii. p. 17. Julian, in feveral places of 
the two orationsy expatiates on the clemency of Conftahtius to the 
Wbels. 

9^ Zofimu 1. ii. p. Z33. Julian^ Orat. i. p. 40. li. p. 74. 

which 
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which was never inclined to clemency, was chap. 
urged by diftrefs to exercife every a6l of op- . ^™*ji 
preffion which could extort an immediate fup- 
ply from the cities of Gaul *^ Their patience 
was at length exhaufted ; and Treves, the feat 
of Praetorian government, gave the fignal of 
revolt, by (hutting her gates againft Decentius,- 
who had been raifed by his brother to the rank 
either of Caefar or of Auguilus '^ From Treves^^ 
Decentius was obliged to retire to Sens, where 
he was foon furrounded by an army of Germans^ 
whom the pernicious arts of Conftantius had in- 
troduced into the civil diffenfions of Roine'\ In 
the meantime, the Imperial troops forced the 
pafiages of the Cottian Alps, and in the bloody 
combat of Mount Seleucus irrevocably fixed, 
the title of rebels on the party of Magnen* 
tius ^^ He was unable to bring another army 

^ Ammian. xv. 6. 2A)fiin. Lii. p. 113. Julian, who (Orat.i. 
p. 40.) inveighs againft the cruel effetSls of the tyrant's defpairy 
mentions (Orat. i. p. 34») the oppreffive edi«ft» which were di<5tated 
by his neceiiitiesy or by his avarice. His fubjedls were compelled 
to purchafe the Imperial demefnes ; a doubtful and dangerous fpecies 
of property, which, in cafe of a revolution, might be imputed to 
them as a treafonable ufurpatlon. 

^ The medals of Magnentius celebrate the vi<5lories of the two 
Augulli, and of the Caefar. The Caefar was another brother^ 
named Defiderius. See Tillemont, Hift. des Eniipereurs, torn. iv. 

P-757- 

. ^ Julian, Orat.!. p*40. ii« p* 74* with Spanheim, p. 363. His 
Commentary illuftrates the tranfadlions of this civil war. Moas 
Seleuci was a fmall place in the Cottian Alps, a few miles diftant 
from Vapincum, or Gap» an epifcopal city of Dauphin«. See D'An- 
.ville Notice de la Gaule, p. 464. ; and Longuerue Deicription de la 
France, p-3»7» 

9^ Zoiimus, 1. ii. p. 134* Liban. Orat. x. p. 268, 269. The 
latter moft vehemently arraigns this cniel and felfifh policy of Con- 
ilai^tius. 

M ^ into 
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CHAP, into the field ; the fidelity of his guards waft 
y^^ [ j corrupted ; and when he appeared in public to 
animate them by his exhortations, he was fa^- 
luted with an unanimous Ihout of ^^ Long live 
^* the Emperor Conftantius T' The tyrant, who 
perceived that they were preparing to deferve 
pardon and rewards, by the facrifice of the mod 
obnoxious criminal, prevented their defign by 
ialling on his fword '* ; a death more eafy and 
Inore honourable than he could hope to obtain 
from the bands of an enemy, whofe revenge 
would have been coloured with the ipecious 
pretence of juftice and fraternal piety. The 
example of fuicide was imitated by Decentius, 
who ftrangled himfelf on the news of his bro- 
thier's death. The author of the confpiracy, 
Marcellinuis, bad long fince difappeared in the 
battle of Murfa^% and the public tranquillity was 
confirmed by the execution of the furviving 
leaders of a guilty and unfuccefsful faction. A 
fevere inquifition was extended over all who, 
either from choice or from compulfion, had been 
involved in the caufe of rebellion. Paul, liir- 
named Catena, from his fuperior flcill in the 

^ JulUny Orat. L p. 40. Zofimusi L ii. p. 134. Socrates^ 1. ii* 
c. 3 a. Sozomen, 1. iv. c. 7. The younger ViAor defcribes hif 
d«th with fome horrid circamftaiices ; Transfoilb latere* ut erat 
Yaiti corporis^ vubere naribuique et ore craorem efiundeiuy exfpira^ 
If we can give credit to Zooarast the tyrant* before he ocpired* had 
the pleafure of murdering with his own hands his mother and h]$ 
brother Defiderhis. 

^ Julian (prat i. p. 58, 59.) feems at a lofe to determine» wiiether 
he inflidled on himfelf the puiiiihment of his crimes^ whether he 
was drowned in the Dravef or whether he was carried by thff 
avenging daemons from the field of battle to his deftmed place of 
eternal tortures. 

judicial 
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judicial exercife of tyranny, was fent to explore chap. 
the latent remains of the confpiracy in the re- , xvm. 
mote province of Britain. ' The honeft indigna- 
tion exprefled by Martin, vice praefedl of the 
iflaod, was ' interpreted as an evidence of hia 
own giiilt ; and the governor was urged to the 
neceffity of turning againft his breaft the fword 
with which he had been provoked to wound the 
Imperial minifter. The moft innocent fubje6ls 
of the Weft were expofed to exile and confiC- 
cation, to death and torture ; and as the timid 
are always cruel, the mind of Conftantius was 
inacceffible to mercy '^. 

"^ Ammian. xiv. 5. xxi. z6. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

Ckmftantius fole Emperor. — Elevation and Death 
ofGallus. — Danger and Elevation qfJuUon. — 
Sarmatian and Perfian Wars. — Vi&ories of 
Julian in Gaul. 

CHAP. HTHE divided provinces of the empire were 
t -^-^» again united by the vidlory of Conftantius ; 
Power but as that feeble prince was deftitute of perfonal 
eunudis. ^^^1^, either in peace or war ; as he feared his 
generals anddiftrufted his minifters; the triumph 
of his arms ferved only to eftablifli the reign of 
the eunuchs over the Roman world. Thofe un- 
happy beings, the ancient production of Oriental 
jealoufy and defpotifm % were introduced into 
Greece ^nd Rome by the contagion of Afiatic 
luxury *. Their progrefs was rapid ; and the eu- 
nuchs, who, in the time of Auguflus^ had been 
abhorred as the monftrous retinue of an Egyp- 
tian queen % were gradually admitted into the 

families 

' Ammianus (1. xiv. c. 6.) imputes the firft practice of caftration 
to the cruel ingenuity of Semiramisy who is Aippofed to have reigned 
above nineteen hundred years before Chrift. The ufe of eunuchs 
is of high antiquity^ both in Afia and Egypt. They are mentioned 
in the law of Mofes^ Deuteron. zxiii. i. See Goguet> Origines dea 
Loixy &c. Part i. 1. i. c. 3. 

' Eunuchum dixti velle te ; 

Quia folae utuntur his reging 

Terent. Eunuch, a^. i. fcene %. 
This play is tranflated firom Menander, and the original muft have 
• appeared foon after the eaftem conquefts of Alexander. 
^ Miles . . fpadonibus 

Servire rugofis-poteft. 

Orat. Cann.v. 9. and Dacier ad loc* 

Br 
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families of matrons, offenators, and of the em- c H ARi 
peroris themfelves *. Retrained by the fevere. Z-^* 
edi^s of Domitian and Nerval cheriflied by 
the pride of Diocletian, reduced to an humble 
ftation by the prudence of Conftantine% they 
multiplied in the palaces of his degenerate fonSy 
and infenfibly acquired the knowledge, and at 
length the dire6lion, of the fecret councils of 
Conilantius. The averfibn and contempt which 
mankind has fo uniformly, entertained for that 
imperfe6l fpecies, appears to have degraded 
their chara6ter, and to have rendered them, 
almoft as incapable as they were fuppofed to 
be, of conceiving any generous fentiment, or 
of performing any worthy action ^ But the 

eunuchs 

By the word Jj^adof the Romans very forcibly exprefled their abhoiv 
rence of thb mutilated condition. The Greek appellation of eunuchs, 
which infenfibly prevailed^ had a milder (bundy and a more ambiguoug 
fenfe. 

* We need only mention Pofidesy a freedman and eunuch of 
Claudiusy' in whofe favour the Emperor profUtuted fome of the moil 
honourable rewards of military valour. See Sueton. in Claudio» 
c. 2i8* Pofides employed a great part of his wealth in building. 

Ut Spado vincebat Capitolia noftra 
Pofides. Juvenal. Sat. xir. 

' Cafbiuri mares vetuit. Sueton. in Domitian. c. 7. See Dion* 
Cailiusy Llxvil. p. 1107. 1. Ixviii. p. 1 119. 

* There is a paflage in the Auguftan Hiftory, p. 137 ; in which 
Lanipridiusy whilft he praifes Alexander Severus and Conflantine for 
reftnuning the tyranny of the eunuchsy deplores the mifchiefs which 
they occafioned in other reigns. Hue accedit quod eunuchos nee in 
confiliis nee in minifteriis habuit ; qui foli principes perdunt, dum 
COS more gentium aut regum Perfarum volunt vivere ; qui a populo 
edam amiciifimum femov^nt ; qui intemuntii funt) aliud quam ref^ 
pondetur referentes; claudentes principem fuum> et agentes ante 
omnia ne quid fciat. 

^ Xenophon (Cyroposdia) 1. yiii* p*54o.} has flated the ipeciouc 
reaibns which engaged Cyrus to entruft his perfon to the guard of 

eunuchii 
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CHAP, eunuchs were (killed in the ^rts of fl&tteiy and 
^^V^ intrigue; and they alternately governed the 
^ mind of Conftantius hy his fears, his indolence, 

and his vanity ^ Whilft he viewed in a deceit- 
fill mirror the fair appearance of public proipe« 
rity, he fupinely permitted them to intercept 
the complaints of the injured provinces, to ac^ 
cumulate immenfe treafures by the lale of juilice 
and of honours; to difgrace the moil important 
dignities, by the promotion of thofe who had 
purchafed at their hands the powers of oppre£ 
fion^, and to gratify their refentmentiigainll this 
few independent fpirits, who arrogantly refufed 
to folicit the prote&ion of flaves. Of thefe 
flaves the mod diflinguiflied was the diam- 
berlain Eufebius, who ruled the monarch and 
the palace with fuch abfolute fway, that Con- 
ftantius, according to the larcafm of an impartial 

eunuchs. He had obferved in animals^ that although the pradticeof 
qdfaration Alight tame their ungoiFernable fierceftefiiy it did not dimi- 
1^ then- ibieagth or ffmt ; and he perfuaded himfeif, diat thoie tdu> 
were feparated from th^ reft of human kindy would be tame firmly 
attached to the peribn of their behefadlor* But a lon^ experience hail 
contradidled the judgment of Cyroi. Some particular inftances may 
occur of eumicht diflinguiihed by their fidelityt their valour and their 
sJbifitics ; but if we evMnine thp general hiftory of Perfiay Indian and 
China^ we flxall find that the power of the eunuchs has uniformly 
ii[uur]^ the decline and fall of every dynafty. 
. ' Se^ Ammianus Marcellinusy l.xxi. c.i6, LxxiL c* 4* The 
whole tenor of his impartial hiftory ferves to juftify the invedUves of 
Afamertmusi of Libanius» and of Julian hinofelfy who have infulted 
the vices of the court of Conftantius. 

, ' Aurelius Vidlor ceniures the negligence of his fovereign in 
chooflng the governors of the provinces, and the generals of the army* 
and concludes his hiftory with a very bold obfervation^ as it is much 
more dangerous under a feeble reign to attack the minifters than the 
mafter himfelf* ** Uti verum abfolvam brevi> ut Impenitore ipfo 
^ darhu ita^^paritorum plerifque magis atrox nihil." 

hiftorian. 
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^ftorian, poffeffedfome credit with this haughty c ha p« 
&vourite". By his artful fuggeftions, the Em« ^ ^^'_, 
pefor was perfuaded to fubfcribe the coiidemna* 
tion of the unfortunate Gallus, and to add a new 
crime to the long lift of unnatural murders which 
p<^lute the honour of the ho^ufe oif Conftantine. 

When the two nephews of Conftantine, Gallus Education 
^nd Julian, were laved from the fury of the fol- °^??HV* 
diers, the former was about twelve, ^nd the 
latter about fix, years of age; and, as the eld^ft 
was thought to be of a fickly conftitution, they 
obtained with the lefs difficulty a precarious and 
dependent life, jfrom the affefted pity of Con- 
ftantius, who was fenfible that the execution of 
thefe helplefs orphans would have bieen efteem* 
ed, by all mankind, an a6t of the moft deliberate 
cruelty". Different cities of Ionia and Bithynia 
were affigned for the places of their exile and 
education ; but, as foon as their growing years 
excited the jealouiy of the Emperor, he judged 
it more prudent to fecure thofe unhappy youths 
in the ftrong caftle of Marcellum, near Caefarea. 
The tres^tment which they experienced during 
a fix years confinement, was partly fuch as they 
could hope from a careful guardian, and partly 
fuch as they might dread from a fufpicioulst 



*" Apud quern (fi irer^ did debeat) multum Conftantius potuk. 
Ammian* I. xviii, c. 4. 

" Gn^ory Nazianzen (Orat. iii. p« 90.) reproaches the apoftate with 
hU ingratitude towards Marky Biihop of Arethufay who h^^d cootrip 
huted to iaye hi^ life ; and We leam^ though from a lefs refpeAah^lc 
authority (TiUemonti Hift. de^ Enjpereurs, to|u.m p.9!i6«)» that 
Julian was cooc^d i|^ the i^^uary of a church* 



tyrant* 
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tyrant"; Their prifon was an ancient palace^' 
the refidence of the kings of Cappadocia ; the 
iituation was pleafant, the building flately, the 
inclofure fpacious. They purfued their ftudies, 
and pra6tiled their exercifes, under the tuition 
of the moil ikilful mafters ; and the numerous 
houfehold appointed to attend, or rather to 
guard, the nephews of Conflantine, was not 
unworthy of the dignity of their birth. But 
they could not difguife to themfeives that tliey 
were deprived of fortune, of freedom, and of 
fafety ; fecluded from the fociety of all whom 
they could trull or eileem, and condemned to 
pafs their melancholy hours in the company of 
flaves, devoted to the commands of a tyrant, 
who had already injured them beyond the hope 
of reconciliation. At length, however, the 
emergencies of the ftate compelled the Em- 
peror, or rather his eunuchs, to inveft Gallus, 
Gaiiusde- in the twenty-fifth year of his age, with the title 
l^^^ ^*" of Caefar, and to cement this political connec- 
AJ). 351. tion by his marriage with the Princefs ConAan- 
*^'*^-^' tina. After a formal interview, in which the 
two princes mutually engaged their faith never 
to undertake any thing to the prejudice of each 
other, they repaired without delay to their re- 
fpe6live ftations. Conilantius continued his 
march towards the Weft, and Gallus fixed his 



' " The moft authentic account of the education and adventures of 
Julian, 18 contained in the epiflle or manifefto which he himielf ad- 
drefled to the fenate and people of Athens. Libanius (Orat. Paren* 
talis)} on the fide of the Pagans, and Socrates (1. iii. c, i.), on that 
of the Chriflians, had preferved ieverai intereftmg circumftances. 
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refldence at Antioch, from whence, with a dele- chap. 
gated authority, he adminiftered the five great .^^ ~^^ 
diocefes of the eaftern praefe^ture ^\ In this 
fortunate change, the new Caefar was not un-. 
mindful of his brother Julian, who obtained the 
honours of his rank, the appearances of liberty, 
and the reftitution of an ample patrimony'^. 

The writers the mod indulgent to the memory Cmdty 
of Gallus, and even Julian himfelf, though he ^encrS™* 
wiflied to caft a veil over the frailties of his GaUiw. 
brother, are obliged to confefs that the Caefar 
was incapable of reigning. Tranfported from a 
prifon to a throne, he poiTefled neither genius 
nor application, nor docility to compenfate for 
the want of knowledge and experience. A 
temper naturally morofe and violent, inftead 6f 
being correfited, was foured by folitude and 
adverfity ; the remembrance of what he had 
endured, difpofed him to retaliation rather than 
to fympathy; and the ungoverned fallies of his 
rage were often fatal to thofe who approached 
his perfon, or were fubje6l to his power '^ 

Coh- 

*^ For the promotion of Gallusy See Idatius^ ZofimuSf and the 
two Victors. According to Philoftorgius (1. iv. c, i,), Hieophiitisy 
an Anan Biihop» was the witnefsy and, as it were^ the guarantee of 
this iblenin engagement. He fupported that chara^er with generous 
firmnefs ; but M. de TiUemont (Hift. des Empereurs, tom.iv. p. 11 20.) 
thinks it very improbable that an heretic ihould have poflelTed fuch 
'virtue. 

'^ Julian was at firft permitted to purfue his ftudies at Confiantir 
noploy but the reputation which he acquired fopn excited the jealoufjr 
of Conftantius ; and the young Prince was aclvifed to withdraw him- 
felf to the leTs confpicuous fcenes of Bithynia and Ionia. 

** See Julian ad S.P.Q.A. p. 371. Jerom.in Chron. Aurelius 
VidloFy Eutropius, x. 14. I ihall copy the words of Eutropius^ who 

wrote 
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Conil^ntina, hi» wife, is d^fcribed, not as W(v 
mWi but as one of the infernal furies tormented 
with an infatiate third of human blood '\ Inftead 
of employing her influence to infinuate the mild 
cpunfdis of prudence and humanity, lhe^exa£- 
per^ted the flerce paffions of ber huftfand $ m4 
as fbe retained the vanity, though file bad re^ 
nounced the gentlenefs of her fex, a pearl neck- 
lace was eileemed an equivalent price for the 
murder of an innocent and virtuous noblemati^?. 
The cruelty of Gallus was fometnnes diQ^yed 
ki the undiflembled violence of poptilar or nitli>' 
lary executions: and was fometimes di%uifed 
by the abufe of law, and the forma of judicial 
proceedings The private houfes of Antioch, 
and the places of public refort, were befieged 
by fpies and informers; and the Caefar himfel^ 
concealed in a plebeian habit, very frequently 
condefcended to affume that odious chara6lerw 
Every apartment of the palace was adorned 
with the inflruments of death and torture, and a 
general confternation was diffufed through the 
capital of Syria. The Prince of the Eaft, as if he 

5mts kis alMTidgment about fifteen years after tbe death of Galhis» 
^faefli ther% wa» no lon^ any motive either to flatter or to depr» 
cjate hi| ehsra^er. ^ Multis incivilihus ge^ Gallns Caeiar . . • vir 
« naptttF4 fia^x et ad tyramudem prooiOr, it fuo jure imperare licuiflet.!^ 

'^ Meptm quidem mm^^ mflamnoatrix fWvientis aflidua> hi»* 
mani crMtis ayidab ftc. Ammian. MarceUin. l.xtv. c. i» The £»• 
cerity of Ammianus would not fufier him to mi^reprefent fa^ or 
charaAersy but hit loTe of ambitiotu ornaments frequently betrayed 
him into an unnatural vehemence of exprefiion. 

'^ His name was Clematius of Alexandria, and his only crime was 
a refufal to gratify the defires of his mother-in-law ; who folicited \a% 
deathy beciufe ihe had been difappointed of bis love. Ammjaru 
I. xiv* €• !• 
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had been cbufcioas how much be had to fear, e H a p 
andhow little bedeferved to reign, fele£led for the , .j™*^ 
0bjie£ls of his refentment, the prbvhicials accufed 
of fome imaginary trealbfi, and his own courtiers^ 
%hom with more reafon he fu^efted of incenfirig, 
hy dieir fecret correfpondence, the timid and fu& 
|$ieiobs mind of Conftantias* Bat he forgot that 
he was deprivinghimfelf of his only fupport, the 
fliffe6lion of the people ; whilft he furniHied the 
malice of bis enemies with the arms of truth, aiid 
aflbrded the Emperw the faireft pretence of ek- 
afting the forfeit <rf his purple, and xrf his life'*. 

As long as the civil warfttfpended the fate of Maflacre 
the Roman world, Conftanfius differabled his I'^t^'^ 

. . penal ixu- 

knowledge of the weak and cruel kdmintft ration niften, 
to ifrhicb his choice had fobj^fted the Eaft ; and ^•^•354 
the difcov^y of fome aflaffiris, fecretly difpatched 
to Antioch by the tyrant of Gaul, was employed 
to convince the public, that the Emperor and the 
C^far were united by th6 fame intereft, and pxMi^ 
fbed by the fkme enemies ^^. But when the vic- 
tory was decided in favour of Conilantias, bid 
dc^pendent coUeague became lefs ufeful and le& 
formidable. Every circumftance of his conduft 
was feverely and fiiipicioufly examined, and it 
Was privately refolved, either to deprive Gallas 

'' See m Ammianus (1. xm c; z. 7.) a veiy ample detail of the 
cruel^es of Gallus. His brother Julian (p. 27%.) infinuates, that 
a iecret conQnracy had been fonned againft him; and Zafimus 
Barnes (L ii. p^iss*) the perlbns engaged in it ; a minifter of coa- 
jiderable ranki and two obicure agentsi who were refolved to madte . 
tbeir fortune. 

" Zonaras^ L xiii. torn. iL p. i7> iS. The aflallins had feduced a 
great number of legionaries ; but their deilgns were difcovered and 
revealed by an dd woman in whofe cottage they lodged. 

of 
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CHAP, of the purple, or at leaft to remove him from the 
^^^ indolent luxury of Afia to the hardfhips and daw- 
gers of aGerman war. The death of Theophilusj 
confular of the province of Syria, who in a time 
of fcarcity had been maflacred by the people of 
Antioch, with the connivance, and almoft at the 
inftigation, of Galhis, was juftly refented, not 
only as an a6t of wanton cruelty, but as a dan- 
gerous infult on the fupreme majefty of Conftan* 
tins. Two minifters of illuftrious rank, Domi* 
tian, the Oriental pra&fedt, and Montius, quseilor 
of the palace, were empowered by a fpecial com- 
miffion to vifit and reform the ftate of the Eaft« 
They were inftrudted to behave towards Gallus 
with moderation and refpe£l;, and by the gentleft 
arts of perfuafion, to engage him to comply with 
the invitation of his brother and colleague. The 
rafhnefs of thepraefefit dilappointed thefe prudent 
meafures, and haftened his own ruin, as well as 
that of his enemy. On his arrival at Antioch, 
Domitian pafled difdainfully before the gates of 
the palace, and alleging a flight pretence of in- 
difpofition, continued feveral dayd in fullen re- 
tirement, to prepare an inflammatory memorial, 
which he tranfmitted to the Imperial court. 
Yielding at length to the preffing felicitations of 
Gallus, the praefeft condefcended to take his 
feat in council ; but his firft ftep was to fignify a 
concife and haughty mandate, importing that the 
Caefar Ihould immediately repair to Italy, and 
threatening that he himfelf would puni(h his de- 
lay or hefitation, by fufpending the ufual allow- 
ance of his houfehold. The nephew arid daughter 
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C)f Conftantine, who could ill brook the infolence CHAP, 
of a fubjeft, expreffed their refentment by in- 
ftantly delivering Domitian to the cuftody of a 
guard. The quarrel ftill admitted of fome terms 
of accommodation. They were rendered imprac- 
ticable by the imprudent behaviour of Montius, 
a ftatefman, whole art and experience were fre- 
quently betrayed by the levity of his difpofi- 
tion*°. The quaeftor reproached Gallus in 
haughty language, that a prince who was 
fcarcely authorized to remove a municipal ma- 
giflrate (hould prefume to imprifon a Praetorian 
praefefl: ; convoked a meeting of the civil and 
Bailitary officers; and required them, in the name 
of their fovereign, to defend the perfon and dig- 
nity of his reprefentatives. By thisralh declara- 
tion of war, the impatient temper of Gallus was 
provoked to embrace the mod defperate counfels. 
He ordered his guards to Hand to their arms, 
aflembled the populace of Antioch, and recom- 
mended to their zeal the care of hisfafety and 
revenge. His commands were too faithfully 
obeyed. They rudely feized the praefe6l and the 
quaeftor, and tying their legs together with ropes, 
they dragged them through the ftreets of the 
city, infli6led a thoufand infults and a thoufand 
wounds on thefe unhappy vidlims, and at laft 

^ In the prefent text of Ammianus, we read, AJperj quidem, fed 
ad lenitatem propenfior; which forms a'fentence of contradidlorf 
nonfenfe. With the aid of an old manufcripty Valefius has rediifi^d 
the firft of thefe corruptions, and we perceive a ray of light in tjje 
fubftitution of the word 'vafer. If we venture to change lemtathn 
into le'vitatem^ this alteration, of a.fingle letter will render the whole 
paflage clear and confiltent« 

VOL. m. ^ preci- 
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CHAP, precipitated their mangled aad life^is bodies 

L^-' into the ftream of the Orontes ". 

Dangerous After fuch a deed, whatever might have been 

SSur""^ the defigns of Gallus, it was only in a field of 
battle that he could aflert his innocence with 
* any hope of iucceis. But the mind of that 
prince was formed of an equal mixture of vio-* 
lence and weakneis. Inftead of aflumiiig tha 
title of Auguftus, inftead of emplopng in hi^ 
defenqe the troops apd treafures of ^he £aft> hq 
fuffered himfelf to be deceived by the affected 
tranquillity of Confl^antius, who, leaving hiip the 
vain pageantry of a court, imperceptibly re- 
called the veteran legions from th^ provinces of 
Afia. But as it ftill appeared dapgerpus to 
arreft Gallus in his capital, the flow and faferi 
arts of diffimulation were pradtifed with fucceis. 
The frequent and prefling epiftles o£ Conftantiua 
were filled with profeflions of copfid^ce and 
friendfliip } exhorting the Caafar to^ discharge 
^e duties of his high ftation, to relieve his col* 
lieague from a part of the public cares,, apd to 
affift the Weft by his prefence, his qounfels, and 
his arms. After ib mapy reciprocal injuries, 
Gallus had reafon to fear apd to diftruft. But: 
he had neglected the opportunities of flight and 
of refiftance ; he was feduced by th^ flattering 
aflurances of the tribune Scudilo, who, under 
the femblance of a rough fbldier, dilguifed the 

*' Inftead of being obliged to colledt fcattered and imperfeffl 
hints from various fources^ we now enter into jthe full ftream of the . 
hiftory of Ammianu8> and need only refer to the feventh and ninth, 
chapters of his fourteenth book. Philoftorgius, however (1. iiu c. 2S»)u 
though partial to Gallus, ihould not be entirely overlooked. 

xo moft 
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taoft artfiil infinuation ;: and he depended on c H AP.^ 
the credit of his wife Conftantinaj, till the un- .J^?*;^ 
feafonable death of that princefs completed ijtie 
ruin in which he had been involved by her im- 
petuous paffions "^ 

After a long delay, rfie relu^nt Caetfar fet Hb dif- 
forwards on his journey to the Imperial court. ^^*" 
Erom Antioch to Hadrianople, he traverfed the ajj-354> 
wide extent of his dominions witii a numerous ^'''"'^- 
and ftately train ; andl as he laboured to conceal 
his apprehenfions: fixnm the world, and perhaps^ 
from himfelfi he entertained the people of Gon- 
il^itinople with an exhibition of the games of 
the circuEL The; progreik of the journey mighty 
however, have warned him of the impending 
d^ger. Infall the prinoipall cities he was met by 
minifbers of confidence commiifioned: to feize the* 
offices of goveimment^tx) obferve his'motionsjand 
to prevent liiehirfly £kliies of his del^air. The' 
perfons difpatched tofecure tha pnovinc^ which' 
he left behind, pafTed him: with coldtfaiuteitions^^ 
Off affeSied difdain ; and the troops^ wholfeiftation? 
lay along' the- public road, were ftudioufly ve^ 
moved on his approach, left they might be' 
tempted to oflfer their fwords for the ifeivice'of a» 
civil war *^ After Gallus: had been permittedl 

"^e had preceded' her hulband ; but died of a fever on the road, 
at a^lktle place in Bkhymay called Camum.GalGcanum. 

'^ The Thebsean. legions*, iviueh were then quartered >^t.Hadn»^ 
nople* fkif a deputation to Gallus, with a tender off their fervicds. 
Jimndam Ljdn c* is. The Notttia (f. 6^20. 3ft. edit^ Labb.) meiN- 
tions • three feveral legions' which bore the name of Thebsean* Th»' 
zeal of Ml de Voltaire, to deibroy a defpicable though cAebnit«d 
legend, has tempted- him on the ffightefi groonds tor deny the ex- 
igence of aThebaean legioh inr thr. Romas aninct« SBe^O«0vrer< 
de Voltaire, tom»xv. p«4Z4. quarto .edition. 
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^ xTv * *^ repofe himfelf a few days at Hadrianople, he 
^_ -^- _^ received a mandate, expreffed ^ in the moft 
haughty and abfolute ftyle, that his fplendid 
retinue fliould halt in that city, while the Caefar 
himfelf, with only ten poft-carriages, (hould 
haften to the Imperial refidence at Milan. In 
this rapid journey, the profound re(pe6l which 
was due to the brother and colleague of Con- 
ftantius, was infenfibly changed into rude fa- 
miliarity ; and Gallus, who difcovered in the 
countenances of the attendants that they already 
confidered themfelves as his guards, and might 
foon be employed as his executioners, began to 
accufe his fatal raflmefs, and to recollect with 
terror and remorfe, the condu6t by which he had 
provoked his fate. * The diflimulation which had 
hitherto been preferved, was laid afide at Pe- 
tovio in Pannonia. He was conduced to a pa- 
lace in the fuburbs, where the general Barbatio, 
with a fele^ bandof foldiers, who could neither 
\\e mov^d by pity, nor corrupted by rewards, 
expe6led the arrival of his illuftrious vi6lim. In 
the clofe of the evening he was an'efted, igno- 
minioufly dripped of the enfigns of Cajfar, and 
hurried away to Pola in Iftria^ a fequeftered 
prifon which had been fo recently polluted with 
royal blood. The horror which he felt was foon 
iiicreafed hy the appearance of his implacable 
enemy the eunuch Eufebius, who, with the 
affiftance of a notary and a tribune, proceeded 
to interrogate him concerning the adminiftration 
of the Eaft. The Caefar funk under the weight 
of fliame and guilt, confeffed all the criminal 

a6lions. 
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a6libns, and all the treafonable deiigns with chap. 
which he was "charged ; and by imputing them »^^^'^ 
to the advice of his wife, exafperated the indig- 
nation of Conftantius, who reviewed with partial 
prejudice the minutes of the examination. The 
Emperor was eafily convinced, that his own 
fafety was incompatible with the life of his 
coufin : the fentence of death was figned, dil- 
patched, and executed ; and the nephew of Con- 
ftantine, with his hands tied behind his back, was 
beheaded in prifon like the vileft malefa6loi: *^ 
Thofe who are inclined to palliate the cruelties 
of Conftantius, affert that he foon relented, and 
endeavoured to recal the bloody mandate ; but 
that the fecond meffenger entrufted with the 
reprieve, was detained by the eunuchs, who 
dreaded the unforgiving temper of Gallus, and 
were defiroiis of reuniting to tlieir empire the 
wealthy provinces of the Eaft *^^ 

Befides the reigning Emperor, Julian alone The dan- 
furvived, of all the numerous pofterity of Con- ^ ^^^^ 
flantius Chlorus. The misfortune of his royal Juiun* 
birth involved him in the dilgrace of Gallus. 
From his retirement in the happy country of 
Ionia, he was conveyed under a ftrong guard to 

^ See the complete narrative of the journey and death of Gallus in 
Ammianusy 1. 14. cii. Julian complains that his brother was put 
to death without a trial ; attempts to julUfy, or at leaft to excuic} 
th& cruel revenge which he had inflicted on his enemies ; but feems 
at laft to acknowledge that he might juitly have been deprived of the 
purple. 

^^ Philoftorgius. l.iv.c«i. Zonaras> 1. xiii. tom.ii. p. 19. But 
the former was partial towards an Arian. monarchy and the latter, 
tranfcribed} without choice or criticiiin» vhateyer be found in tlie 
writings of the ancients* 
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£ H A P. the court of Milan ; where he languUhed Bhovm 
^^' , feven months, in the continual apprehenfion cf 
buffering the iame ignominious death, which was 
daily infii3;ed, almoil before his eyes, on the 
friends and adherents of his perfeouted family. 
'His looks, his geftures, 'bis iilence, were fcmti. 
siized with malignant curiofity, and be was per- 
petually afTaulted by enemies, whom be bad 
never offended, and by arts to which he was a 
ftranger^^ But in the fchool of adverfity, Jalia& 
infenfibly acquired the virtues of firmnels and 
difcretion« He defended bis honour, as well as 
his life, againft the enfnaring fubtleties of the 
4Bunuchs, who endeavoured to extort fome de- 
claration of his fentiments ; and whilfl he ca^a- 
tioufly fuppreffed his grief and refenteoent, he 
nobly difdained to flatter the tyrant, by any 
feeming approbation of his brodier*s murder. 
Julian moft devoutly afcribes bis «niraciik>us de-. 
liverance to the proteftion of the Giwis, who bad 
exempted his innocence from the ientence of de- 
ftru&ion pronounced by their juftice againft the 
impious houfe of Conftantine *^ As the moft 
effe&ual inftrument of their providence, he 

^. See Amxnianus Marcellin. 1. xv. c. i. 3. 8. Julian himfelf, in 
Ills epiUe to the AthenunB, draws a veey lively tad juft fSi£iiut of his 
own .danger, and of his fentkneots. He fliew^i howevery a tendeacy 
to exaggerate his fufferings» by iaGAnatingy though la dokvae twam^ 
^at they lafted above a year ; a period wJkuch caimoit be recoBc3ed 
with the truth of Chro9elpgy<i 

'^ Julian has worked the crimes a^d misfortunes of. the famfly «f 
Conftantine into.im allegorical fable, which is happily conceived and ' 
agreeably related. It forms the condufion ,oS the feyentk Oratioib 
from whence it has been detached and trasflated by the Abbe ^ la 
Bleterie. Vie de Jovien, tom.iL po^i— 4o^ 
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gratefully acknowledges the fteady and generous <J H A p. 
friendftiip of the Emprefs Eufe!bia*% a woman g£ ^^^'^ 
l>eauty and merit, who, by the afcendant which 
ihfe had gained over the mindof her hulband, 
tt^tHiYiterbalanced, in Ibme ttieafure, the powerftd 
ci3n^iracy of the eunuchs* By the interceffion 
«f his patronefs, Julian was admitted into the 
Impetial prefence; he pleafded his caufe with a 
decent freedom j he was heard with favour; and, 
«iotwithftanding the eflTorts of his enemies, wh6 
tirged the dangelr of fparing an avenger of the 
blood of Gallus, the milder feritiment of Eufebia 
prevailed iti the ^^aUnciL But the effe6ls of a 
iecond interview were dreaded by the eunuchs; 
and Julian was adviifed to withdraw for a while 
into the neighbourhood of Milan, till the Em- He 1$ fent 
peror thought proper to affign the city of Athens ^*^^*' 
for the place of his honourable exile. As he had Mayl 
difcovered from his earlieft youth, a propenfity, 
or rather paffion, for the language, the manners, 
the learning, and the religion of the Greeks, he 
obeyed with pleafure an order fo agreeable to hi^ 
wiflies. Far from the tumult of arms and th6 
treachery of courts, he fpent fix months amidll 
the groves of the academy, in a fi^e intercourfe 
with the philofophers of the age, who fludied to 
cultivate the genius, to encourage the vanity, 
and to inflame the devotion of their royal pupil, 

^ She was a native of TheiCdonica in Macedonia^ of a nobte 
family^ and the daughter as well as lifter of confuls. Her marriage 
with the Emperor may be placed in the year 35 ». In a divided age 
the hiilorians of all parties agree in her ^raifes. See their tefti- 
monies colledied by Tillemont> Hift. des £mpereur8> togi-iw 
p. 750— 754* 
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CHAP. Their labours were not unfuccefsful; and Julias 
\_^^ _r inviolably preferved for Athens that tender re- 
gard, whicli feldom fails to arife in a liberal 
mind, from the recoUedlion of tlie place where 
it has difcovered and exercifed its growing 
powers* The gentlenefs and affability of man^ 
ners, which his temper fuggefted and his fitua- 
tion impofed, infenfibly engaged the aflFe6lions 
of the ilrangers, as well as citizens, with whom 
he converfed. Some of his fellow-ftudents might 
perhaps examine his behaviour with an eye of 
prejudice and averfion ; but Julian eftabliihed, 
in the fchool of Athens, a general prepofTeffion 
in favour of his virtues and talents, which was 
foon diftufed over the Roman world ^^ 
Recalled to Whilft his hours were paffed in ftudious retire- 
^^^^ ment, the Emprefs, refolute to atchieve the gene* 
rous defign which ftie had undertaken, was not 
unmindful of the care of his fortune. The death 
of the late Caefar had left Conftantius invefted 
with the fole command, and opprefTed by the ac^ 
cumulated weight of a mighty empire. Before 
the wounds of civil difcord could be healed, the 
provinces of Gaul were overwhelmed by a deluge 
of Barbarians. The Sarmatians no longer re- 



'* Libanius and Gregory Nazianzen have exhaufted the arts as 
well as the powers of their eloquence, to reprefent Julian as the firft 
of heroes, or the worft of tyrants. Gregory was his fellow-ftudent 
at Athens ; and the fymptoms which he fo tragically deicribes, of 
the future wickednefs of the apoftate, amount only to fome bodily 
imperfe<Slions, and to fome peculiarities in his fpeech and manner. 
He protells} however, that he then forefaw and foretold the cala- 
mities of the church and ilate (Greg. Nazianzen, Orat.iv. p. i»i, 
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fye^ed the barrier of the Danube. The im- chap. 

XIX. 



punity of rapine had increafed the boldnefs and ^^ 



numbers of the wild liaurians : thofe robbers 
defcended from their craggy mountains to ra- 
vage the adjacent country, and had even pre- 
fumed, though without fuccefs, to befiege the 
important city of Seleucia, which was defended 
by a garrifon of three Roman legions. Above 
all, the Perfian monarch, elated by vi6lory, 
again threatened the peace of Alia, and the pre- 
fence of the Emperor was indifpenlably required, 
both in the Weft and in the Eaft. For the firft 
time, Conftantius fincerely acknowledged, that 
his fingle ftrength was unequal to fuch an ex- 
tent of care and of dominion ^\ Infenfible to 
the voice of flattery, which aflured him that his 
all-powerful virtue, and celeftial fortune, would 
ftill continue to triumph over every obftacle, he 
liftened with complacency to the advice of 
Eufebia, which gratified his indolence, without 
offending his fufpicious pride. As Ihe per* 
ceived that the remembrance of Gallus dwelt on 
the* Emperor's mind, flie artfully turned his at- 
tention to the oppofite characters of the two 
brothers, which from their infancy had been 
compared to thofe of Domitian and of Titus ^\ 
She accuftomed her hufband to confider Julian 

3° Succumbere tot neceffitatibus tamque crebris unum fe quod nun- 
quam fecerat aperte demonftrans. Ammian. I. xv. c. 8. He then 
exprcfles, in their own words, the flattering afliirances of the courtiers. 

"*' Tantum a temperatis moribus Juliani differens fratris quantum 
inter Vefpafiani filios fuit, Domitianum et Titum. Ammian. 1. xiv^ 
c- II. The circumitances and education of the two brothers were 
fo nearly the fame, as tp afford a itrong example of the innate differ- 
ence of charadlers. 

* as 
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c H A P. Ks a youth of a mild unambitious difpofitidtt^ 
^^ wbofe allegiance and gratitude might be fecured 
by the gift of tlie purple, and who was quatified 
to fill, with honour, a flibordinate ftation, with- 
out a^iring to difpute the commands, or to fhade 
the glories, of his fbvereign and benefaftor. 
After ail obftinate, though iearet ilruggle, the 
oppofition of the favourite eunuchs fubmitted to 
the afcendency of the Emprefs, and it was re* 
folved that Julian, after celebrating his nuptials 
with Helena, fifter of Gonilantius,fliould he ap« 
pbinted, with the title of Caefiu*, to rieign over 
the countries beyond the Alps ^^^ 

Although the order which recalled him to 
court was probably accompanied by fome inti- 
mation of his approaching greatnefe, he appeals 
to the people of Athens to witne& his tears 
of undiffembled forrow, when he was re* 
lu£iantly torn away from his beloved retire- 
ment ^K He trembled for his life, for his fame^ 
and even for his virtue ; and his fole confidence 
was derived from the perfuafion that Minerva 
inQ)ired all his a£luni8, and that he was pro- 
te^ed by an invifible guard of angels, whom for 
that purpofe file had borrowed from the Sun and 
Moon. He approached with horror the palace 
of Milan} nor could the ingenuous youth con- 
ceal his indignation, when he found himfelf 
accofled with falfe and fervile relpedl by the 
aflaflins of his family, Eufebta, rejoicing in 

^' Ammianus} L xv. c. S. XdSkomf L iii* p. 1379 13S. 

^ Julian, ad $• ?• Q. A. p. 2759 276. Libanius. Orat* x. p. %69» 
JttGan did not yield till the Gods had fignified thdr will by'repeated 
vifions and omens. His piety then forbade him to refiftk 
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tibe fuccefe of her benevolent fclietnes, embmced chap. 
Ihim with the tendernefs of a fitter ; and endea- ^°^* 
voured by the moll foothing careffes, to difpel 
his terrors, and reconcile him to his fortune. 
But the ceremony of fhaving his beard, and his 
awkward demeanor, when he firft exchanged 
the clos^ of a Greek philofopher for the military 
habit of a Roman prince, amufed, during a few 
days, the levity of the Imperial court ^\ 

The emperors of the age of Conftantine no 
longer deigned to confult with the fenate in the 
choice of a colleague ; but they were anxious thapt 
4^eir nomination jfaouM be ratified by the con- 
fent of the army. On this folemn occafioa, the 
guards, with the other troops whole ftatiom 
were in the neighbourhood of Milan, appeared 
under arms ; and Conftantius afcended his lofty 
tribunal, holding by the hand his coufin Julian, 
iR^ho entered the fame day into the twenty-fifth 
^ar of his age^^ In a ftudied ^ech, conceived 
and delivered with dignity, the Emperor repre^ 
iented the various dangers which threatened the 
jm)lperity of the republic, the neceflity of naming 
a Csefiur for the adminifl;radon of the Weft, and 
his own intention, if it was agreeable to their 
wifties, of rewarding with the honours of the 
purple, the promifing virtues of the nephew of 
Conftantine. The approbation of the foldiers was 

^ Jf£an himfelf relates (p. a74«) with ibme humGur> the circum*'' 
fiances of his own metamorphoHsy his downcaft looksy taoA his 
penrplezity at being thus fud<tenlf tranfported into a new world} 
where every objedl appeared ftrange and hoftile. 

^' See Ammian. MarceHin. L xv. c* 8* Zofimusy 1. iiL p. zj^. 
Aurclius Vi<5lor. Vi<5lor Junior in Epitonu £utrop.x.i4. 

teftified 
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CHAP, teftified by a relpedlful murmur ; they gazed on 
^^^^ the manly countenance of Julian, and obferved 
with pleafure, that the fire which fparkled in his 
eyes was tempered by a modefl blufli, on being 
thus expofed, for the firft time, to the public 
view of mankind. As foon as the ceremony of 
his inveftiture had been performed, Conftantius 
addrefled him with the tone of authority, which 
his fuperior age and Ration permitted him to af- 
fume, and exhorting the new Caefar to deferve, 
by heroic deeds, that facred and imnfiortal name, 
the Emperor gave his colleague the ilrongeft 
aflurances of a friendftiip which Ihould never be 
unpaired by time, nor interrupted by their fepa- 
ration into the mod diflant climates. As foon 
as the fpeech was ended, the troops^ as a token 
of applaufe, clalhed their fhields againfl their 
knees ^^ ; while the oflScers who furrounded the 
tribunal exprefled, with decent referve, their 
fenfe of the merits of the reprefentative of 
Conftantius. 
und de- The two priuccs returned to the palace in the 

dared fame chariot ; and during the flow proceilion, Ju- 
A J). 355, lian repeated to himfelf a verfe of his favourite 
Nov. 5. Homer, which he might equally apply to his 
fortune and to his fears ". The four-and-twenty 

^* Militares omnes horrendo fragore fcuU genibus illidentesj 
quod eft profperitatis indicium plenum ; nam contra cum haftis clypci 
feriuntur, irse docuroentum eft et doloris. • • • Anunianus adds, with 
a nice diftincSliony Eumque ut potion reverentia fervareter, nee fupra 
modum laudabant nee infra quam decebat.' 

^' iXXaeE ^o^^i'^s^' 6ay»7^9 kcu /xm^ xfosrain. The war^purple^ 
which Homer had ufed as a vague but common epithet for deaths 
was applied by Julian to exprefsy very aptlyy the nature and obje<St 
of his own appreheniiohs. , 

days 
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days which the Caefar fpent at Milan after his c H A p. 
inveftiture, and the firft months of his Gallic ^ ^^ 
reign, were devoted to a fplendid, but fevere 
captivity; nor could the acquifition of honour 
compenfate for the lofs of freedom^'. His fteps 
were watched, his correfpondence was inter- 
cepted; and he was obliged, by prudence, to 
decline the vifits of his moll intimate friends. 
Of his former domeftics, four only were per- 
mitted to attend him ; two pages, his phyfician, 
and his librarian; thelaft of whom was employed 
in the care of a valuable colle6tion of books, the 
gift of the Emprefs, who ftudied the inclinations 
as well as the intereft of her friend. In the 
room of thefe faithful fervants, an houfehold was 
formed, fuch indeed as became the dignity of a 
Caefar : but it was filled with a crowd of flaves, 
deftitute, and perhaps incapable of any attach- 
ment for their new matter, to whom, for the' 
moft part, they were either unknown or fuf- 
pe6led. His want of experience might require 
the afliftance of a wife counfel ; but the minute 
inftru6tions which regulated the fervice of his 
table, and the diftribution of his hours, were 
adapted to a youth ftill under the difcipline of 
his praeceptors, rather than to the fituation of 
^ prince entrufted with the condu6l of an im- 

^' He reprefentsy in the moft pathetic terms (p. »77-)» the di£- 
trefe of his new fituation. The provifion for his table was however 
fo elegant and fi4mptuou89 that the young phllofopher reje<5led i( 
with difdain. Quum legeret libellum afiiduey quem Conftantius ut 
privignum ad ftudia mittens man^i fua confcripferaty prselicenter 
difponens quid in convivio Caefaris impendi deberet, Phafianum» 
«t vulvam et fumen exi^i vetuit et inferri. Ammian. Marcellin. 
Lxvi. €.5. 

portant 
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CHAP, portant war. If he afpired to defervc the efteem 

^^^^ of his fubje6ks, he was checked by the fear of diC 

pleafing his fovereign ; and eveu the fruits of his 

marriage-bed were blafted by the jealous artificesk 

of Eufebia '^ herfelf, who, on this occafion alone, 

feems to have been unmindful of the tendemefr 

of her fex, and the generofity of her character. 

The memory of his father and of hi3 brother* 

reminded Julian of his own danger, and his ap- 

prehenfions were increafed by the recent and un.. 

Fatal end worthy fate of Sylvanus. In the fummer whick 

oiSybrz' preceded his own elevation, that general had 

AJ). ^ss9 been chofen to deliver Gaul from the tyranny of 

September. ^^ Barbarians ; hut Sylvanus foon di£covered 

that he had left his mod dangerous enemies in: 

the Imperial court. A dexterous informer^ 

countenanced by fbveral of the principal mi- 

niilers, procured from him fome recommendaf- 

toxy letters; and crazing; the whole of the con^ 

tents, except the fignaturoj filled up the vacant 

parchment with, matters of high and treafonable 

import. By the induilry and courage of hisr 

friends, the^fraaid was however dete6led, and in. 

a great council of the civil and military officers, 

^ If we recoiled that Conitantine) the father of Helena, died above 
ei^teen years before in a mature old age» it wfll appear probable^ 
that the daughter, though . a vii^in, could not be very, young at the 
time of her marriage. She was ibon afterwards delivered of a fon, who 
died immediately, qu6d obftetrix comipta mercede, mox natumprae- 
f^o pluiquam convenerat umbilico necavit. She accompanied the 
Emperor and Empreis in their journey to Rome, and the latter, qnac- 
fitum venenum bibere per fraudem illexit, ut quofeiefcunque 000- 
cepii^, immaturum abjiceret partum. Ammian. 1. xvi. c. zo. Our 
phyficians will determine whether there exifts fuch a poifbn. Bbr 
my own part, I am inclined to hope that the public malignity im-^ 
pirted the effects of accident as the guilt of Eufebia. 

held 
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held in the prefence of the Emperou himfelf, the chap. 
innocence of Sylvanus was publickly acknow- . ^ _^^ j 
ledged. But the difcQvery came too late ; the 
Deport of the calumny and the hafty feizure of 
hia eftate, had already provoked thedndignant 
chief to the rebellion of which he was fo unjufUy 
accuied. He afliimed the purple at his head^ 
quarters of Cologne, and his a6tive powers ap* 
peared to menace Italy with an invafion, wdt 
Milan with a fiege. In this emergency, Urikir 
Qus^ a general of equal rank, regained, by an a^ 
of treachery, the favour which he had loft by his- 
eminent fervices in the Eaft. Exaiperated, as he 
might fpecioufly allege, by injuries of a iimilar 
nature, he haftened with a &w followers to join, 
tiie ftandard,. and to betray the confidence, of 
his too credulous friend. After a reign of only 
tMrenty^eight days, Sylvanus was afl^nated : 
the foldiers who, without any criminal intention^ 
had blindly followed the example of their leader, 
immediately returned to their allegianpe ; and: 
the flatterers, of Conftantius celebrated the wi&. 
dom and felicity of the monarch who had ex* 
tinguifhed a civil war without the hazard of ai 
battle^. 

The prote6lion of the Rhaetian frontier, and Conffan- 
the persecution of the Catholic church, detained |^^^** 
Conftantius in Italy above eighteen months after aj>. zsh 
the departure of Julian. Before the Emperor ^^ *^* 
returned into the Eaft, he indulged his pride and 

> "^^ Ammianus (xv* 5.) was peifedHy. well infofrmed of the condu^ 
asd fate of Sylvanus. He himfelf was one of the few foUowen who 
attended Uriicinus in his dangerous enterprife* 

curiofity 
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CHAP, curiofity in a ^iiit to the ancient capital ^\ He 
^^' . proceeded from Milan to Rome along the Mmu 
lian and Flaminian ways ; and as foon as he ap- 
proached within forty miles of the city, the march 
of a prince who had never vanquifhed a foreign 
enemy, affumed the appearance of a triumphal 
proceffion. His fplendid train was compofed of 
all the minifters of luxury; but in a time of pro- 
found peace, he was encompafled by the glitter- 
ing arri^s of the numerous fquadrons of his guards 
and cuirafliers. Their ftreaming banners of filk^ 
emboffed with gold, and Ihaped in the form of 
dragons, waved round the perfon of the Em- 
peror. Conftantius fat alone in a lofty car re- 
fplendent with gold and precious gems; and, ex- 
cept when he bowed his head to pafs under the 
gates of the cities,he affe6led a ftately demeanour 
of inflexible, and, as' it might feem, of infenfible 
gravity. The fevere difcipline of the Perfian 
youth had been introduced by the eunuchs into 
the Imperial palace; and fuch were the habits of 
patience which they had inculcated, that during 
a flow and fultry march, he was never feen to 
move his hand towards his face, or to turn his 
eyes either to the right or to the left. He was 
received by the magiftrates and fenate of Rome ; 
andtheEmperorfurveyed,withattenti6n,thecivil 
honours of the republic, and theconfular images 
of the noble families. The fl:reets were lined 



♦* For the particulars of the vifit of Conftantius to Rome^ fee 
Ammianus, 1. xvi. c. lo. We have only to add, that Themiftiut 
was appointed deputy from Conftantinoplei and that he compofed his 
fourth oration for this ceremony'^ 

IVitU 
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with an influpaerable multitude. Their repeirted chap. 
acclamations expreffed their joy at beholding, ^^^ 
aft^r m abfence of thirty-tw.o years, the facre^ 
perfon of their Ibvereign j and Cpnilantius him- 
felf expreffed, with fome pl^afantry, his affefl^ed 
furprife that the hnm^ x^ce fliould thus fudd^nly 
be collfsfted on tlie fapie Ipot. The fon of Con^ 
ftantine was lodged in the ancient palace of 
A^gnilus : Ke prjefided in the fenate, harangued 
the people from the tribunal wj^iieh Cicero ha4 
fo often Afcenied, alfifted with uiuilual cft^rtefy 
^t the gamues of the Cir^u«^ aftd ^cp^ted tk^ 
jcrowns of gold, ft» well as th^e paftcgyrics which 
had been prepared ;for the ceremony by the de- 
puties of th^ principal cities. His ihort vifit of 
jthirty days was .employed iu viewing th^ tfimur 
jaents of art and power, which were fcattered 
iover ithe feven biHs and the interjacent valleys. 
He admired the awful majefty of the qapital, thp 
v^ CKte^ of the baths of Caracalli^ and Dior 
jcletian, the ISevere iimplicity of the panth^ji?^ 
the mafly greatnefs of the amphitheatre of Titus, 
the jclegant architecture of the theatre of J^om- 
fey and the Tem^pLe of Peace, aod, above ail^ 
the -ftately ftru6lure of the Forum and columja 
of Tr^n^ acknowled^g, that the voice of 
fame, fo prone to invent and to magnify, had 
made an inadequate report of the metropolis of 
Abe world. The traveller, who has contem- 
plated the ruins of ancient Rome, may conceive 
ibme imperfe^ idea of the fentiments which 
they mull have inspired when they reared theijc 
heads in the fplepdour of iinfulUed beauty. 
VOL. III. o Th(p 
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CHAP. The fatisfadlion which Conftantius had re- 
^ ^.*^ ceived from this journey excited him to the ge- 
A new nerous emulation of beftotving on the Romans 
obeiiflc* f^j^g memorial of his own gratitude and munifi- 
cence. His firft idea was to imitate the eques- 
trian and colofTal ftatu^ which he had feeh in 
the Forum of Trajan; but when he had ma- 
turely weighed the difficulties of the execu- 
tion**, he chofe rather to embellifti the capital 
by the gift of an Egyptian obelilk. In a remote 
but polifhed age, which feems to have preceded 
the invention erf alphabetical writing, a great 
number of thefe obelifks had been ere6led, in 
the cities of Thebes and Heliopolis, by the an- 
cient fovereigns of Egypt, in a juft confidence 
that the fimplicity of the form, and the haMnefe 
of their fubftance, would refill the injuriesof time 
and violetice*^ Several of thefe extraordinary 
columns had been tranfported to Rome by Au- 
guftus and his fucceffors, as the moft durably 
monuments of their power and viftory^; but 

^* HormifdaS} a fugitive prince of Perfia, obferved to the Empe- 
rort. ^t if he made fuch a horfej he muft. think of preparing; a fimi- 
lar liable (the Forum of Trajan). Another faying of Honnifdas if 
recorded) " that one thing only had difpleafed him, to find that men 
died at Rome as well as elfewhere." If we adopt this reading of th« 
text of Ammianus {^difplicmjfe inftead di plactujffe)^ we may conJider 
it as a reproof of Roman vanity. The cpntrary fenfe would be that 
of a mifanthrope. 

*' When Germanicus vifited the ancient monuments of Thebes^ 
the eldeft of the prieils explained to him the meaning of thefe hiero- 
glyphics. Tacit. Annal. ii. c 60. But it feems probable, that be- 
fore the ufeful invention of an alphabet, thefe natural or aibitrary figns 
were the common chara<Slers of the Egyptian nation. See Warbur- 
ton*s Divine Legation of Mofes, vol. iii. p. 69-— 243. 

^ See Plin. Hift. Natur* 1. xxxvi. c. 14, 15. 
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there remained oneobelifk, which, from its fize or. c H A p. 
faTi6lity, efcaped for a long time the rapacious ^^* 
vanity of the conquerors. It was defigned by 
Conftantine to adorn his new city** ; and,-after 
being removed by his order from the pedeilal 
where it flood before the Temple of the Sun at 
^Heliopolis, was floated down the Nile to Alex- 
andria. The death of Conftantine fufpended 
the execution of his purpofe, and this obelilk 
was deftined by his fon to the ancient capital 
of the empire, A vefTel of uncommon flrength 
and capacioufnefs was provided to convey this 
enormous weight of granite, at leafl an hundred 
and fifteen feet in length, from the banks of 
the Nile to thofe of the Tyber. The obelifk of 
Conflantius was landed about three miles from 
the city, and elevated by the efforts of art and 
labour, in the great Circus of Rome^. 

The departure of Conflantius from Rome was The Qua- 
haflened by the alarming intelligence of the ^^||^ 
diflrefs and danger of the lUyrian provinces, war, 
The diflra6lions of civil war, and the irreparable ^' ^^^* 
lofs which the Roman legions had fuflained in 
the battle of Murfk, expofed thofe countries, 
almofl without defence, to the light cavahry of 

*' Ammian. Marcellin. 1. xvii c. 4. He gives us a Greek inter- 
pretation of the hieroglyphics, and his commentator Lindenbrogiug 
adds a Latin infcription, which» in twenty verfes of the age of ConiUn- 
tiusy contain a fliort hiftory of the obelift:. 

■^^ See Donat. Roma Antiqua. 1. iii. c. 14. l.iv. c. 12. and the 
learned) though confufed^ Diflertation of Baxgseus on Obeliiks, iii- 
ferted in the fourth volume of Or^vius's. Roman Antiquities, p. 1897 
— 1936. This DiiTertation is dedicated to Pope SixtusV. who 
created the obelilk of ConfUntius in the fquare bef»re the patriarchal 
church of St. John Lateran. 
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C b A >. th3 Bai-bariafts ^ and partunilarly to the inroads 
^^^* of the Quadi, a fierce and powerful nation, who 
feem to have exchanged the inflitutionB of Ger- 
many for the arms and miiitary arts of their Sar- 
matian allies*^. The garrifons of the frontier 
"(vere infufiictetit to check their progrefs ; and the 
indolent monarch was at length coiapdled to 
affemhle, fVom the extremities of his donriniofis, 
the fli)wer of the Palatine troops to take the 
field in peiibn, and to employ a whole campaign, 
with the preceding autumn and the efi£iing 
fpringj in the ferious profecution of tte war. 
The Emperor pafled the Danube on a bridge of 
boats, cut in pieces all that eeieoufiter^d fa^ 
march, penetrated into the heart of the country 
of the Quadi, and feverely retaliated die cahuni- 
ties which they had infli<^ed on the Roman pro- 
vince. The difmayed Baii)a)^idnes were fotm re- 
duced to fne for peace : they offet^ the f eftitu- 
tion of his Captive fbbje^^, as aia atonement for 
the pafl and the nobleft ha^^et as a pledge of 
their future co^ndn^. The gem^ous courtely 
which wa« Ihewn to the foil a^mong their chief- 
tains who implored the demency of Conftantius, 
encouraged the more timid, orthemoreobdinate, 
to imitate their example; and the Imperial camp 
was crowded with the princes and ambaflkdors of 
the moll diftant tribes, who occupied the plains of 
the Lefler Poland, and who might have daemed 
themfelves fecure behind the lofty ridge of the 
Carpathian mountaiiis. While Conftantius gave 

♦7 The events of this Quadian and Sarmatian war are related by 
Ammianu8> xvi. lo. xvii. 129 13. xix. ii. 
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laws to the Barbarians beyond die Danube, he C H A p. 
diftingurflied, with fpecious compaffion, the Sar- ^^* 
matian exiles, who had been expelled from their 
native country by the rebellion of their (laves, 
and who formed a very oonfiderable ^cceffion to 
the power of the Quadi. The Emperor, emr 
bracing a generous but artful fyftem of policy, 
Teleafed the Sarmatians from the bands of this 
humiliating dependence, and reftored them, by 
a feparate treaty, to the dignity of a nation 
united under the government of a king, the 
friend and ally of the republic. He declared his 
refolution of aflerting the juftice of their caufe, 
and of fecuring the peace of the provinces by 
the extirpation, or at leaft the banifliment, of 
the Limigantes, whofe manners were ftili in^ 
fe6led witJi the vices of their fervile origin. The 
execution of this defign was attended with mor€| 
difficulty than glory. The territory of the Li* 
migantes was protend againft the Romans by 
the Danube, againft the hoftile Barbarians by 
the Teyfe. The marftiy lands, which lay be- 
tween thofe rivers, and were often covered by 
their inundations, formed an intricate wilder- 
nefs pervious only to the inhabitants, who were 
acquainted with its fecret paths and innaceffible 
fortreffes. On the approach of Conftantius, the 
Limigantes tried the efficacy of prayers, of fraud, 
and of arms ; but he fternly reje^ed their fup- 
plications, defeated their rude ftratagems, and 
repelled with &iU and firmnefs the eflbrts of their 
irregular valour. One of their moft wai^lik^ 
tribes, eftabliftied in a fmall ifland towards the 

o 3 conflux 



198 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, conflux of the Teyfs and the Danube, confeatcd 
, ^^^' to pafs the river with the intention of furprifing 
the Emperor during the fecurity of an amicable 
conference. They foon became the viftims of 
the perfidy which they meditated. Encom- 
paffed on every fide, trampled 4own by the 
cavalry, flaughtered by the fwords of the legions, 
they difdained to alk for mercy ; and with an un- 
daunted countenance ftill grafped their weapons 
in the agonies of death. After this victory a 
confiderable body of Romans was landed on the 
oppofite banks of the Danube ; the Taifalae, a 
Gothic tribe engaged in the ferviceof the empire, 
invaded the Limigantes on the fide of the Teyfs ; 
and their former mafl:ers, the free Sarmatians, ani- 
mated by hope and revenge, penetrated through 
the hilly country into the heart of their ancient 
pofTeffions. A general conflagration revealed the 
huts of the Barbarians, which were feated in the 
depth of the wildernefs ; and the foldier fought 
with confidence on marfliy ground, which it was 
dangerous for him to tread. In this extremity 
the bravefl; of the Limigantes were refolved to die 
in arms, rather than to yield : but the milder fenti- 
ment, ei^orced by the authority of their elders, at 
length prevailed ; and the ftippliant crowd, fol- 
lowed by their wives and children, repaired to 
the Imperial camp, to learn their fate from the 
mouth of the conqueror. After celebrating his 
own clemency, which was ftill inclined to pardon 
their repeated crimes, and to fpare the remnant 
of a guilty nation, Conftantius afligned for the 
place of their exile a remote countiy, where they 

might 
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might enjoy a fafe and honourable repofe. Th^ CHAP. 
Xrimigantes obeyed with reluctance ; but before ^^* 
they could reach, at leaft before they could oc- 
cupy, their deftined habitations, they returned to 
the banks of the Danube, exaggerating the hard* 
Ihips of their fituation, and requeiling, with fer- 
vent profeffions of fidelity, that the Emperor 
would grant them an undifturbedfettlementwith- 
in the limits of the Roman provinces. Inftead of 
confulting his own experience of their incurable 
perfidy, Conftantius liftened to his flatterers, 
who were ready to reprefent the hdnour and ad- 
vantage of accepting a colony of foldiers, at a 
time when it was much eafier to obtain the pe- 
cuniary contributions, than the military lervice of 
the fubje6ls of the empire. The Limigantes were 
permitted to pafs the Danube ; and the Em- 
peror gave audience to the multitude in a large 
plain near the modern city of Buda. They fur- 
rounded the tribunal, and feemed to hear with 
refpe6b an oration full of mildnefs and dignity ; 
when one of the Barbarians, calling his ihoe into 
the air, exclaimed with a loud voice, Marlia ! 
Marha / aword of defiance, which was received as 
the fignal of the tumult. They ruflied with fury to 
feize the perfon of the Emperor; his royal throne 
and golden couch were pilhtged by thefe rude 
hands ; but the faithful defence jof his guards, 
who died at his feet, allowed him a moment to 
mount a fleet horfe, and to efcape from the con- 
fufion. The difgrace which had been incurred 
by a treacherous furprife was fqon retrieved by 
the numbers and difcipline of the Romans : and 

04 the 
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CHAP, tbi Combat was only terminated by the extinc- 
■> ^- ■^' *^^^ ^^ '^^ name and nation of the Limigantes* 
The free Sarmatians vtrere f einftated in the poC» 
feffion of their ancient feats ; and although Con- 
ftantius diftrufted the levity of their chara&er, 
he Entertained fome hopes that a fenfe of grati- 
tude might influence their future cotidu6l* He 
had remarked the lofty ilature and obfequious 
demeanour of Zizais, one of the nobieft of their 
chiefs. He conferred on him the title of King ; 
and Zi^ais proved that he was not unworthy to 
rdgn, by a iincere and lafting attachment to the 
intereft of his benefadtor, wfao^ after this iplen<« 
did fuccefs, received the name of SamuitiCM 
from the acclamations of his vi€loridus arrny^* 
The Per- While the Roman Emperor and the Perfiafi 
fianne- moharch, at the diflance of three thoufand 
ad!T^. ^i^^s, defended their extreme limits againft 
the Barbarians of the Danube and of the Oxus, 
tlieir intermediate frontier experienced the vi» 
ciiEtudesof a languid war, and a precarious truce. 
Two of the eailern minifteni of Odnftantius^ 
tfa^ Frsetorian prasfe^l Mufonian, whc^e abilities 
wefe disgraced by the want of truth and inte« 
grity, and Caffian Duke of Mefopotamia, a hardy 
and veteran foldier, opened a fecret negociation 
with the Satrap Tamiapor'^^. Thefe overture* ol' 
peace, translated intothefervileandflatteringlan^ 
guage of Afia, were tranfmitted to the camp of 
the Great Kibg j who refolved to fignify^ by aift 

'^ Genti Sarmatarum magno decori confidens apud eos regem 
dcdit. Aurelius Vi^^w. In a pompoms oratfem prohoimced by Con* 
iUntius himfelfy he expatiRtes oa hh ^wii expioito wi^ liwch wamty} 
and fome truth. 

^> Ammian. xvi. 9. 
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ambaffador, the terms which he wis inclined to c H A p, 
grant to the fuppliant Romans. Narfes, whom ^™^- 
he invdfted with that ctmra^ler; Was honourably 
received in his pafTage through Antioch and 
Conilantinople; he reached Sirmium after a long 
journeys and, at his firft audience^ refpedlfully 
unfolded the filken veil which covered the 
haughty epiftle of his fovereign. Sapor, King 
of Kings, and Brother of the Sun and Moon 
(fuch were the lofty titles affe6ted by oriental 
vanity), exprefled his fatisfa^lion that his bro- 
ther, Conftantius Casfar, had been taught wiidom 
by adverfity. As the lawful fucceflbr of Darius 
HyftaTpes, Sapor afferted, that the river Stry men, 
in Macedonia, was the true and ancient boun* 
dary of his empire ; declaring, however, that ecu 
an evidence of his moderation, he would con- 
tent himfelf with the provinces of Armenia and 
Mefopotamia, which had been fraudulently ex* 
torted from his anceflors. He alledged, that, 
without the reditution of thefe difputed coun- 
tries, it was impoflible to eftablifh any treaty on 
a iblid and permanent bafis ; and he arrogantly 
threatened^ that if his ambaflador returned in 
vain, he was prepared to take the field in the 
Ipring, and to fupport the jufUce of his caute by 
the ftrength of his invincible arms. Narfes, 
who was endowed with the moft polite and 
amiable manners, endeavoured, as far as was 
confiftent with his duty, to foften the harfhnefs 
of the meffage ^°. Both the ftyle and fubftance 

were 

*• A)simSaii«M (attii. 5.) tranferibes the haughty letter. The- 
Aiiftrato (Oi1it.it. p*^7« edk. PeUy.) takes noticc^of the fitken cover* 

ing. 



€6 
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CHAP, were maturely weighed in the Imperial council^ 
^' and he was difmiiTed with the following anfwer : 
^^ Conftantius had a right to difclaim the offi- 
" cioufnefs of his minifters, who had a£led with- 
out any fpecific orders from the throne : he 
was not, however, averfe to an equal and 
" honourable treaty; but it was highly indecent, 
" as well as abfurd, to propofe to the fole and 
" vi6lorious Emperor of the Roman world, the 
** fame conditions of peace which he had indig- 
*« nantly reje6ted at the time when his power was^ 
" contra6ted within the narrow limits of the 
^' £aft : the chance of arms was uncertain, and 
*« Sapor fhould recoUefit, that if the Romans had 
^* fometimes been vanquiflied in battle, they had 
** almoft always been fuccefsful in the event of 
** the war." A few days after the departure of 
Narfes, three ambafladors were fent to the court 
of Sapor, who was already returned from the 
Scythian expedition to his ordinary refidence of 
Ctefiphon. A count, a notary, and a fophift, 
had been feledted for this important commiffion; 
and Conftantius, who was fecretly anxious for the 
conclufion of the peace, entertained fome hopes 
that the dignity of the firft of thefe minifters, 
the dexterity of the fecond, and the rhetoric of 
the third V, would perfuade the Perfian monarch 

to 

ing. I(Utius and Zonoras' mention the journey of the ambailador ; 
«nd Peter the Patrician (in Excerpt. Legat. p. 28.) has informed us 
of his conciliating behaviour. 

^' Ammianus, xvii. 5. and Valefius ad loc* The fophift^ or phi« 
lofopher (in that age thefe words were almoft fynonymou8)» was 
Euilathius the Cappadocian^ the difciple of Jamblichusy and the 
friend of SuBaiil. £unapius (in Vit. JEdefiiy p. 44— -4 7-). foa<U7 

attributes 
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to abate the rigour of his demands. Bat the chap* 
progrefs of their negociation was oppofed and ^^^ 
defeated by the hoftile arts of Antoninus *% a 
Roman fubje^ of Syria, who had fled from op- 
preflion, and was admitted into tlie councils of 
Sapor, and even to the roj^al table, where, ac- 
cording to the cuftom of the Perfians, the mod 
important bufinefs was frequently difcufled^^ 
The dexterous fugitive promoted his intereft 
by the fame condu6l which gratified his revenge. 
He inceflantly urged the ambition of his new 
mailer, to embrace the favourable opportunity 
when the braved of the Palatine troops were 
employed with the Emperor in a didant war on 
the Danube. . He prefled Sapor to invade the 
exhauded and defencelefs provinces of the Ead, 
with the numerous armies of Perfia, now forti- 
fied by the alliance and acceflion of the fierced 
Barbarians. The ambafiadors of Rome retired 
without fuccefs, and a fecond embafly, of a dill 
more honourable rank, was detained in drifil: 
confinement, and threatened either with death 
or exile. 



attributes to this philofophic ambailador the glory of enchanting the 
Barbarian king by the perfuafive charms of reafon and eloquence. 
'See Tillemont. Hift. des Empereurs, torn. iv. p. 828. II32. 

^' Ammian. xviii. s* 6. 8. The decent and refpe^^ behaviour 
of Antoninus towards the Roman general fets him in a very interefting 
light ; and Ammianus himfelf fpeaks of the traitor with fome com- 
paffion and efteem. . 

'' This circumilance> as it is noticed by AmmianuS) ferves t<^ 
prove the veracity of Herodotus (1. i. c. 133.), and the p^bnanency 
of the Periian manners. In every age the Perfians have been addi^ed 
to intemperance^ and the wines of Shiraz have triumphed over the 
law of Mahomet. BriiTon de Regno Perf. 1. ii. p. 46 o^— 472. and 
Chardiay Voyages en Perfe^ tom.iii. p. 90. 

The 
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The military hiftorian ^% who was him&lf diA 
patched to obferve the army of the Periians, as 
they were preparing to conftru3: a bridge of 
boats over the Tigris, beheld &om an eminence 
the plain of Aflyria, as far as the edge of the 
horizon, covered with men, with hor£e$, and 
with arms. Sapor appeared in the front, con- 
ipicuous by the fplendor of his purple. On his 
left hand, the place of honour among the 
Orientals, Grumbates, King of the Chionites, 
diiplayed the flern countenance of an aged and 
renowned warrior. The monarch had referved 
a fimilar place on his right hand for the King of 
the Albanians, who led his independent tribes 
from the fhores of the Cafpian. The fatraps 
aiid generals were diftributed according to their 
feveral ranks, and the whole army, befides the 
numerous train of Oriental luxury, coniifted of 
more than one hundred thou&nd effedlive men, 
iiiured to fatigue, and feledted from the braved 
nations of Aiia. The Roman deCerter, who 
in fome meaiiire guided the councils of Sapor, 
had prudently advifed that inftead of wafting 
the fummer in tedious and diflScult lieges, he 
fliould march direftly to the Euphrates, and 
prefs forwards without delay to feize the feebly 
and wealthy metropolis of Syria. But the Per- 
fians were no Iboner advanced into the plains of 
Mefopotamia, than they difcovered that every 
precaution had been ufed which could retard 
their progrefs or defeat their defign. Tlic 
inhabitants, with their cattle, were fecured iu 



^J Ammian. !• xvui. 6> 7> 8. zo. 



places 
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{^Bces of ftrength, the green forage throughout c H A F. 
the country was fet on fire, the fords of the ^^^' 
riwr were fortified by £harp flakes; military 
engines were planted on the oppofite banks, 
and a feafonable fwell of the waters of the Eu- 
phrates deterred the Barbarians from attempting 
the ordinary paffage of the bridge of Thapfacus. 
Their (kiiful guide, ciianging his plan of opera-* 
tioQs, then coiidu6led the army by a longer cir-^ 
^uit, but through a fertile territory, towards the 
bead of the Euphrates, where the infant river is 
reduced to a ihallow and acceffible ftre»iii. Sapor 
overiook^d^ with prudent difdain, the ftixngth 
'of Ni^is ; but as he pafled under the walls of 
Amida, he refolved to try whether the majefty 
of his pre&ttce woirld not awe the garrifon into 
immediate fubmiffion. Hie faailegious inihit of 
a ramlom dart, which glanced againft the royal 
tiara^ convinced him of his error ; and the indig- 
•Dant monarch Mened with impatience to the 
advice q£ his minifters^ who conjured him mot 
to facrifice the fuccefs of his ambition to the 
grattficatron of his refentment. The following 
day Grumbates advanced towards the. gates with 
a feleft body of troops, and required the inftatrt 
furrender of the city, as the only atonement 
which could be acx^epted for fuch an a6l of rafli- 
Befs and infolence. His propofals were anfwered 
hy a general difcharge, and his only fo«i, a l>eau« 
tiful and valiant youth, was pierced through the 
heart by a javelin, Ibotfrom one of ti^re baiiftae. 
The funeral of the prince of the Chionites was 
celebrated according to the rites of his country j 

and 



ao^ THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, and the grief of his aged father was alleviated 
^^- by the folemn protnife of Sapor, that the guilty 
city of Amida ihould ferve as a funeral pile 
to expiate the death, and to perpetuate the 
memory, of his fon. 

Sicg« of The ancient city of Amid or Amida ", which 
fometimes aflumes the provincial appellation of 
Diarbekir *% is advantageoufly fituate in a fer- 
tile plain, watered by the natural and artificial 
channels of the Tigris, of which the lead in- 
confiderable ftream bends in a femicircular form 
round the eaftern part of the city. The Em- 
peror Conftantius had recendy conferred on 
Amida the honour of his own name, and the 
additional fortifications of ilrong walls and lofty 
towers. It was provided with an arfenal of mi- 
litary engines, and the ordinary garrifon had 
been reinforced to the amount of feven legions, 
when the place was invefted by the arms of 
Sapor ". His firft and moft fanguine hopes de- 
pended on the fuccels of a general aflault To 

" For the defcription of Amidai fee D'Herbelot, Bibliotheque 
Orieiitale> p. io8. Hifloire de Tixnur Bec» par Cherefeddin AI^ 
L Hi. c. 4i« Ahmed Arabfiades» torn. i. p. 331. c. 43. Voyages 
de Tavemier, tom.K p. 30X. Voyages d'Otter, torn, iu p* 373. 
and Voyages de Niebuhr, torn. il. p. 324 — 3*8. The laft of thcfe 
travellers, a learned and accurate Dane^ has given a plan of Amidat 
which illullrates the operations of the (lege. 

^^ Diarbekir, which is ftyled Amidy or Kara-Aniidy in the public 
writings of the Turks, contains above i6>ooo houfes, and is the refi- 
dence of a paiha with three tails. The epithet of Kara is derive^ 
from the hlacknefs of the ftone which compofes the firong and ancient 
wall of Amida. 

'^ The operations of the liege of Amida are very minutely defcribed 
by Ammianus (xix. i-^*)» who a^ed an honourable part in the 
defence, and efc^ed with difficulty when the city was ftormed by 
the Perfians. 

the 
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the feveral nations which followed his ftandard, chap. 
their refpedlive polls were affigned ; the fouth to- ,_^^^ 
the Vertae; the north to the Albanians; the eaft 
to the Chionitesj inflamed with grief and indigna- 
tion ; the weft to the Segeftans, the braveft of 
his warriors, who covered their front with a for- 
midable line of Indian elephants ^\ The Perfians, 
on every fide, fupported their eflbrts, and ani- 
mated their courage ; and the monarch himfelf, 
cai'elefs of his rank and fafety, difplayed, in the 
profecution of the fiege, the ardor of a youthful 
foldier. After an obftinate combat, the Barba- 
rians were repulfed ; they inceflantly returned 
to the charge ; they were again driven back with 
a dreadful flaughter, and two rebel legions of 
Gauls, who had been banilhed into the Eatt, fig- 
nalized their undifciplined courage by a nodtur- 
nal lally into the heart of the Perfian camp. In 
one of the fierceft of thefe repeated affaults, 
Amida was betrayed by the treachery of a de- 
ferter, who indicated to the Barbarians a fecret 
and neglefiled ftaircafe, fcooped out of the rock 
that hangs over the ftream of the Tigris. Se- 
venty chofen archers of the royal guard afcended 
in filence to the third ftory of a lofty tower, which 

^" Of thefe four nations) the Albanians are too well known to 
require any defcription. The Segeftans inhabited a large and level 
country, which ftill prefervea their name, to the fouth of Khorafan, 
and the weft of Hindoftan (fee Geographia Nubienfis, p. 133. and 
D'Herbeloty BibUotheque Orientale, p. 797.)* Notwithftauding the 
boafted vidlory of Bahram (vol. i. p. 410.), the Segeftans, above 
fouricore years afterwards, appear as an independent nation, the 
ally of Perfta. We are ignorant of the (ituation of the Vertse and 
Chionites, but I am inclined to place tkem (at leaft the latter) towards 
the confines of Indu and Scythia. See Ammian. xyi. 9. 

com. 
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c H A P« commanded the precipice ; they elevated oil 
j^ , high the Perfian banner, the fignal of confidence 
to the aflailants, and of difinay to the befi'eged ; 
and if this devoted band could have maintained 
their poft a few minutes longer, the reduiSion 
of the place might have been purchaSbd by the 
iacrifice of their lives. After Sapor had tried, 
without fucoeis, the eiHcacy of forjce and of Ara^ 
tagem, he had recourie to the flower but moce 
certain operations of a regular fiege, in the 
conduct of which lie was inflru^ted by the fldU 
of the Koman deferters. The tr^iches were 
opened at a conv^sient diftance, and the troc^s 
deftined for that iervice advanced under the 
portable cover of ftrong hurdles, to fill up tiie 
ditch, and anderoajne the foundations cf tb^ 
walls. Wooden towers were at the fame tinse 
conilrt»9;ed, and moved forwards on iwheeis, tiU 
the ibldiers, who were provided with every ^e* 
des of miffile weapons, oould engage Qkm^& on 
level ground with ike troops i/vho de£bsDded 
the rampant. Every mode of reffiitance which 
art could fuggefl, or courage could execute, 
was employed in the defence of Amida, and 
the works of Sapor were Bsoie than oskce de^ 
ftroyed by the fire of the Romans. But the 
reftmrces of a befieged city may be exhaufted. 
The Perfians repaired their lofles, and puflied 
* their approaches ^ a large breach was made iby 
the battering ram, and the ftrength of fhe 
garrifon, wafted by the fword and bydiiea&» 
yielded to the fury of the affault. The foldiers^ 
the citizens, their wives, their children^ all who 

had 
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h^ not tiiiie to efcape . through the oppofite c HA P^ 
gate, were involved by the conqueror's in a pro- ,^^^ 
ikiifcuous maffacre. 

But the ruin of Amida was the fafety of the Of Sin- 
Roman provinces. As fopn as the firft tranf* ^^'^^ 
ports of victory had fubfided. Sapor was at, 
leifure to refleft, that to chaftife a difobedient 
city, he had loft the flower of his troops, and 
the moft favourable feafon for conqueft^'^ 
Thirty thoufand of his veterans had fallen under * 
the walls of Amida, during the continuance of 
a fiege which lafted feventy-three days ; and 
the difappointed monarch returned to his cj>- 
pital with affefited triumph and fecret mortifi- 
cation. It was more than probable, that the 
inconftancy of his Barbarian allies was tempted 
to relinquilh a war in which they had encoun- 
tered fuch unexpe6led difficulties; and that the 
aged King of the Ghionites, fatiated with re- 
venge, turned away with horror from a fcene of 
action where he had been deprived of the hope 
of his family and nation. The fl;rength as well as 

« ^ Ammianus has marked the chronology of this year by three 
fignsy which 4o not perfe($lly coincide with each other^ or with the 
feries of the hiftory, i. The com was ripe when Sapor invaded 
Mefopotamia ; « Cum jam ftipula flavente turgererit ;" a circum- 
ftancey which, in the latitude of Aleppo, would naturally refer us to 
the month of April or May. See Harmer's obfervations on Scrip- 
ture, vol.i. p. 41. Shaw's Travels, p. ^$s» edit, 4to. a. The pro- 
grefs of Sapor was checked by the overflowing of the Euphrates, 
which generally happens in July and Auguft. Plin. Hill. Nat. v. ai. 
Viaggi di Pietro della Valle, torn. i. p. 696'. 3. When Sapor had 
taken Amida, after a fiege of fevehty-tfiree days, the autumn wus far 
advanced. ** Autumno precipiti haedorumque improbo fidere extoto." 
To reconcile thefe apparent contradictions, we muft allow for fome 
delay in the Perfian King, fome inaccuracy in the hijftorian, and fomc 
diforder in the feafons. 

VOL. III. p fpirit 
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CHAP, fpirit of the army with Which Sapor took the ffeldf 
^^' ^ in the enfuing fpring, was no longer equd to 
the unbounded views of his ambition. Infteatf 
of ^Ipiring to the cGnqueft of the Eaft, he was 
obliged to content himfelf with the redwftiofi 
of two fortified cities of Mefopotamia, Sing»a 
. and Bezabde ^^ ; the one fituate in the midft 6f 
t fandy. deftrt j th^ other in a fmall peninfula^ 
furrounded almoff on «very fide by the de^p 
and" rapid ftream of the Tigris. Five Roman 
legions, of the diminutive fize to which they 
had Been reduced in the age of Conftatitine, 
were made prifoners, and lent into remote cap- 
tivity on the extreme confines of Perfia. After 
difinantling the walls of Singara, the conqueror 
abandoned that feKtary and fequefl:ered place j 
but he carefully reftored the fortifications of 
Bezabde, and fixed in that important poll a 
garrifon or colony of veterans ; amply fupplied 
with every means of defence, and animated by 
high lentiments of honour and fidelity. Towards 
the clofe of the campaign, the arms of Sapor in- 
curred fome difgrace by an unfuccefsful enter- 
prife againft Virtha, or Tecrit, a llrong, or as it 
was univerfally eflieemed till the age of Tamer- 
lane, an impregnable fortrefs of the independent 
Arabs ^*. 

^ The account of thefe iieges is given by Ammbmtrsf xx. 69 7- 
*' For the identity of Virtha and Tecrit, fke D'Anvffle, Gctf. 
graphic Ancienne, torn. ii. p. aoi. Fbr the iiege of that caiUe bf 
Timur Bee, or Tamerlane, fee Cherefeddin, 1. iii. c. 35. The 
Perlian biographer exaggerates the merit and difiicnky of this ex-pkJfit, 
which delivered the caravans of B^dad from a f onuMal^ie ^ang of 
robbers. 

The 
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The defence of the Eaft againft the arnas of C H 4 Pt 

$apof9 ^e^uif^idf wd wauld have ^xercifed, the , ^ 

abifities of the mQ& coi^ummate geaeraJl ; and it Condudi 
leenied fortunate for the ftate, thjrt it wfis the ^^^ 
a^ual province ^f th^ terave Urfipinus, who ^om 
defer ved the confidence of the foldiers and people> 
I«L the bfiHV of di^nger, Urfieinus ** ww removed 
from his ileitioa by the iBtngoes of the eunuchs ; 
aad the militar^y co/nm^nd of the £ail was iter 
flowed, ^y the &me inAueatice, on Sf^iniaHf a 
wealthy a^oid fubtle veteran, who had attained the 
iofirsakies,. without acqiiiring the experience, of 
age. 5y a feicotijd oMer, which iffued from iJa* 
fi^e jeaJoiis aad i»contant wmtfek, Urficinus 
wais agaia difpatched to the frontier .of Mefopor 
tamia, and conldefnaed .to fuftain the labours of a 
war, iJb^ honours of* whicli had been tranafeirred 
to his unworthy rival. Sabiniau fixed his indoh 
ient itatiou under the walls of Edefla ; and while 
he amufed himfelf with the idle parade.of military 
-exercife, and moved to the fomd of flutes in the 
Pyrric dance, the public defence w^s ahaodoned 
to the boildnefs »nd diligence of the former ge- 
»er£d of theEaft. iBut whenever Urficinus re- 
commended any Vigorous plan of operations ; 
when he |M?cgpoffia, at the head of A iigh* and 
active aafmy, td wheel roxmd the ibot ,of the 
mountains, to intercept the convoys of tho 
€aiemy, to haaraife the wide ext^it of the Perfian 

^^ Aiamianus (xviii. 5, 6. xix. 3. xx.a.) reprefents the merit and 
difgrace 0^ Urficinus with that faithful attention which a foldier owed 
to his. general. Some partiality may be fyfpe(5led, yet the whole ac* 
-count is coniift'ent and probable. 

? 2 lines 
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C H A K lines, *nd to relieve the diftrefs of Amida ; thrf 
^^' timid and envious commander alleged, that he 
ivas reftrained by his pofitive orders from endafn-* 
gering the fafety of the troops. Amida was at 
length t^ken ; its braveft defenders, who had 
efejtped the fword of the Barbarians, died in the 
Roman camp by the hand of the executioner ; 
and Urficinus himfelf, after fupporting the dit 
grace of a partial enquiry, was ptmifhed for the 
mifcondu^l of Sabinian by the lofe of his military 
rank* But Conftantitis foon experienced the 
truth of the prediction which honeil indignation 
had extorted from his injured lieutenant, that as 
long as fuch maxims of government were fuf- 
fered to prevail, the Emperor bimfelf would fkid 
it no eaiy talk to defend his eaflern dominions 
from the invafion of a foreign enemy. When he 
had fubdued or pacified the Barbarians of the 
'Danube, Conftantius proceeded by flow marches 
into the Eaft ; and after he had wept over the 
fmoking ruins of Amida, he formed, with a 
powerful army, the fiege of Bezabde. The 
•walls were fhaken by the reiterated efforts of the 
mofl enormous of the battering-rams ; the town 
was reduced to the lafl extremity; but it was flill 
defended by the patient and intrepid valour of 
the garrifon, till the approach of the rainy feafon 
obliged the Emperor to raife the fiege, and in- 
glorioufly to retreat into his winter- quarters, at 
Antioch ^\ The pride of Conftantius, and the 

ingenuity 

*^ Ammian. xn* it. Omifla vano incepto, hlematunis Antiochia; 
fedlt in Syriam crunmoikmy perpeiTus et ulcerum fed et atrocia^ 
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ingenuity of his courtiers, were at a Ipfs to dijf* CHAR 
cover any materials for panegyric in the event? ; ?^ . 
of the Perfian war; while the glory of his coufin "" ' 
Julian, to whofe military command he had.eq^ 
trufted the provinces of Gaul, was proclainie4 
to the world in the fimple and poncife narrative 
of his exploits. 

In the blind fury of civil difcord, Conflantius inv;£oii 
had abandoned to the Barbarians of Germany f^^ 
the countries of Gaul, which ftill acknowledged Germans 
the authority of his rivaL A numerous fwarip of 
Franks and Alemanni were invited to crofs the 
Rhine by prefents and promifes, by the hopes of 
ipoil, and by a perpetual grant of all the terri- 
tories which they Ihould be able to fubdue ^\ 
But the Emperor, who for a temporary fervice 
had thus imprudently provoked the rapacious 
Ipirit of the Barbarians, foon difcovercd and ;Ja- 
mented the difficulty of difmiffing thefe /ormid^^ 
able allies, after they had tailed tlje richnef^ of 
the Roman* foil. Regardlefspf the nice diftiuc- 
lion of loyalty and ^eljeUipn, thefe undifcipiined 
robbers treated as their natural enemies all the 
fubje6ls of the empire, \jrho poffeffed any pro- 
perty which they were dpfirous of acquiring, 
Forty.five flourifhing cities, Tongres, Cologne, 

iHuque defienda. It is thuj that James Gronovius has reftored an 
obfcure pailage ; and he thinks that this corredlion alone would have 
deierved a new edition of his author ; whofe fenfe may now be 
dar^y peredved. I expeAed fome additional light from the recent 
j^^ours of the learned Emeftus (Lipiiae» i773*)* 

^ The ravages of the Germans* and the difirefs of Gaul* may be 
colledled from Julian himfelf. Orat. adS.P.Q^ Athen. p. 277* 
Ammian* xv. x^ Xibamus* Orat. x* ZofimuSf U ill* p« X49« ^ 
zomen> hiii, c«i» 

p 3 Treves!| 
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C fj 4 P. Treves, Worms, Spires, Straiburgh, &<*. befld^s 
^^' a far greater number of towns and villages, were 
pillaged, and for the mod part reduced to a^es. 
The barbarians of Germany, dill faithful to the 
maxims of theiranceftors, abhorred the confine- 
ment of walls, to which they applied the odious 
names of prifons and fepulchres ; and fixing their 
independent habitations on the banks of rivfers, 
the Rhine, the Mofelle, and the Meufe, they 
feCiured themfelves againft the danger of a fur- 
prife, by a rude afad hafty fortification of large 
treei^, whieh were felled and thrown acrofs the 
toads. The Alemanni were eftabliflied in the 
modern countries of Alface and Lorraine j the 
Franks occupied the iiland of the Batavian», 
together with an extenfive diftrifit of Brabant, 
vhich was then known by the appellation of 
Toxandria *% and may deferve to be confidercd, 
as the brigihal feat of their Gallic monarchy**^. 
From the fources, to the mouth, of the Rhine^ 
the conqaefts of the Germans extended above 
forty miles to th^ weft of that river over a coun- 

*5 Ammiaiius (xvi. 8.)* Tkis name feems to be (ferlved froto the 
Toxandri of Plii^y, and very frequently occurs in the hiftories erf" the 
tttiddle age. Toxandria was a country of woods and morafles* wWch 
extended from the neighbourhood of Tongres to the conflux oi tbe 
Vahal and the Rhine. See Valefiu8> Notit. Galliar. p. 558. 

^^ The paradox of P. Daniel, that the Franks never obtained 
^ny permanent fettlement on this fide of the Rhine before the time 
. of Cldvis, is reftited Tyith much feaming and good fcitfe by M. Biet^ 
who has proved, by a chain of evidence, tfieir unintermpted pof- 
fefiion of Toxandria one hundred and thirty years teef(*e the accdF- 
fion of Ciovis. The bilTertation of M. Bi6t was x^owned by the 
Academy <sf Seaflfons, in the ytar 1736, and feam to have been 
jnf&y Jprefen*^ to the ^amrk of his oiote ^IcbKMed avnpdikatf tlcB 
Abbe 4e BQ6ui> aft i^H^igHaiian, Wiioife nMMft W4s hxpipMf «xpaiffi«e 
of his talents. ., - 

16 try 
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try peqple4 by colonies qf their own n^me and chap, 
nation ; ^pd the fcene of their devaftations was . j^^^ 
tbrep times more extenfiye than that pf their 
cqnquefts. At a ftill greater diftance the opeiji 
toyrm of Gaul were defert^d, and the inha- 
bitants of the fortified cities, who trufted to 
their ftrength and vigilance, were obliged to 
cpntent therofelves with fuch fupplie$ pf corn 
^s they could raife on the vacant land within 
the inclofure of thpir walls. The diminifhed 
legions, 4fiftitute of pay an4 provifions, pf arm? 
4^ difciplipe, trembled at the appro^ph, ^nd 
^ven at the name, of the Barb^riaQs. 

Under thefe melancholy circumfj^tjces, an ConduA 
unjeKp/erienced youth was appointe4 to ^ve and ^^'^"^^ 
to govern thp provinces of Gaul, or r^ther^ ajs 
jbfC expreffes it himfelf^ to exhibit the vain im^ge 
,of*Jroperial greatn^fs. The retired fcholaftic 
education of Julian, in wlmclji he had been mpr^ 
jconverfant with booiks thap with arms, witl^ the 
dead tha^ with the living, left him in profound 
jignorjwce of the pr^ical arts of war and goyer^- 
;ineiit j and when he awkwardly repeated foipe 
j(qilitary .e:|ief cife which it was neceflary ^or him 
tt9 lea^n, he ex^cJ^MWed with a figh, " O Plato, 
*^ Plato, what ^ taik for a philofopher !'* Y^ even 
this fpeculative philofophy, which men of bufi- 
nef$ are too apt to defpife, had fitted the mind 
of Julian with the oiobjieft precepts, ^d ,the 
moft fhining examples ; had animated him with 
;tbe Ipxe of yirtu,e, :the defire of fame, j^d the 
contempt of death. -The habits of temperance 
recommended in .tj|?e fchools, are ^tijl u^pr^e 
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cflential in the fevere difcipline of a camp. The 
fimple wants of nature regulated the meafure of 
his food and fleep. Reje6ling with "difdain the 
delicacies provided for his table, he fatisfied his 
appetite with the coarfe and common fare which 
was allotted to the meaneft foldiers. During 
the rigour of a Gallic winter he never fuffered a 
fire in his bed-chamber ; and after a fhort and 
interrupted flumber, he frequently rofe in the 
middle of the night from a carpet fpread on the 
floor, to difpatch any urgent bufinefs, to vifit 
liis rounds, or to ileal a few moments for the 
profecution of his favourite ftudies". The 
precepts of eloquence which he had hitherto 
praftifed on fancied topics of declamation, 
were more ufefully applied to excite or to at. 
fuage the paflions of an armed multitude: and 
although Julian, from his early habits of con- 
verfation and literature, was more familiarly 
acquainted with the beauties of the Greek lan- 
guage, he had attained a competent knowledge 
of the Latin tongue ^^ Since Julian was not 
originally defigned for the chara6ler of a legif- 
lator, or a judge, it is probable that the civil 
jurilprudence of the Romans had not engaged 
any confiderable Ihare of his attention : but he 

*7 The private life of Julian in Gaul, and the fevere difcipline which 
he embraced, are difplayed by Ammianus (xvi. 5.), who profefles to 
praife, and by Julian himfelf, who affedis to ridicule (Mefopogon, 
p. 340.) a con^iudt, which, in a prince of the houfe of Conftantine, 
might juftly excite the furprife. of mankind. 

*** Aderat Latine quoque diflerenti fufficiens fermo. Anmiianusy 
xyi'5' But Julian, educated in the fchools of Greece, always con- 
fidered the lan^age of the Romans as a foreign and popular dialed, 
vrhich he might iile on neceiiary occafions. - 

II derived 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRfi* tij 

derived from his Philofophic ftudies an inflexible chap. 
regard for juftice, tempered by a difpofition to . J^^^' . 
clemency : the knowledge of the general prin- 
ciples of equity and evidence, and the faculty of 
patiently inveiligating the moft intricate and te- 
dious queflions which could be propofed for his 
difcuffion. The meafures of policy, and the ope- 
rations of war, mufl fubmit to the various acci- 
dents of circumftance and chara6ter, and the 
unpriadtifed ftudent will often be perplexed in 
the application of the moft perfefit theory. But 
in the acquiiition of this important fcience, Ju- 
lian was aflifted by the a6live vigour of his own 
genius, as well as by the wifdom and experience 
of Salluft, an ofiScer of rank, who foon conceived 
ft iincere attachment for a prince fo worthy of 
his fiieadAiip : and whoie incorruptible integrity 
^was adorned by the talent of infinuating the 
harflieft truths without wounding the delicacy of 
a royal ear**. 

Immediately after Julian had received the Hisfirft 
purple at Milan, he was fent into Gaul, with a f^^ff^ 
feeble retinue of three hundred and fixty fol- Aj>*356. 
diers. At Vienna, where he pafled a painful and 
^xious winter, in the hands of thofe minifters 
to whom Conftantius had entrufted the dire6iion 
pf his condu£l, the Caefar was informed of the 

^' We are ignorant of tl^e suSlual office of this excellent minifter 
whom Julian afterwards created prsefed^ of Gaul. Salluft was 
'Ipeedily recalled by the jealoufy of the Emperor: and we may ftill 
read a fenlible but pedantic difcoorfe (p. %40'-^s**)» in which Julian 
deplores the lofs of fo valuable a friend* to whom he acknowledges 
himfelf indebted for his reputation. See La Bleterie, A:eface a la 
'¥ie de Jovien^ p. %0» 

fiege 
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CHAP, fiege ftnd d^liveranee of Auim* That larga 
J^J^ and ancient city, prcxtea^ only by n ruined w^l- 
and pufiUftoimptts gwrifqn, was fiived by the get 
n^XQW y^fplatioft i)f « f<gw v§t«mjif , wh^ refumed 
thek *f m* fpr the d^fejise pf th^r countiy. In 
hif wfir^h from Autun, through the bewt; of tha 
Gdiliq pravii}«99« Julian ambrafo^d with ardour 
the e^M^li^ft oppprtupity of fignali^ipg his leoura^. 
At th^ befid pf A fmall body of archers, and heftvy 
c^vfdry, he preferred tho fliopter but the i»or# 
dwgerpup of two ro^dfl ; >^ fonaetime^i elqdi»g, 
and J9i»^tiiPe£^ f ^fting the attaiskg of ^. Baarhar 
r»ns, who wpr§ Hisftotvi of the field, be »rf iv^ 
with hpfiour ftod £i&ty at the easip nisar Q.faoim$^ 
whor^ tb§ Ea» w trgops had been ord^rad to aC- 
fpiuW^. TbQ nfpeft of their yioung i^nce ror 
vivad th^ dr^pisg ^rit of the ibldi^ri^, A»d they 
mArehed fr^ni Eheimf in &ifch pf the amemy^ 
with Ik piM^dwc^ wbkh bskdalflfK^ fNT^vad fatil 
to them. The Alemanni, familiafii^ to the 
knpwl^dge^tbe coaialry^ fe^retly edybeiSbsd their 
li^^^er^d i(¥x:as, tod fi^idng the^ofipoctuttity off. 
dark mdmny dty« poured »rith nMK^eS^ed lury 
pn thp ^etr-giiiurd <of fiae BomaQs. Sefora tbs 
ioi^itoble disorder leoidld be reoiedied, two lor 
giQWWU§ deftroyed ; and Juiiaa w^ taugiit by 
experJoiu^e, tib^at caAituua and vigil^iaxse aise tlui 
moft important leffons of the art of war. In a 
S&Dmkd Mkd 9QMe fueoefis^i «€lk>n, lue recovered 
and eftahlithed Ju» JoaiU.tq^y J&J»e; fcjiit ^ .tb* 
agiUty iof .the Usai^jti^as^ ^ved them i«om the 
pitrfuit, his viigtof y was OfiiCher tJpQdy flpr .der 
cifive. He advanced, however, to t^ibankSiOf 

the 
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the Rhine, fiirvey^d the ruins of Colog&e, con- CHAP, 
irinced himfelf of the difiiculties of the w^r, and i_ ^^ \^. 
retreated on the approach of winter, difcontented 
with the court, with his army, and wtdi his own 
fiiccefs^''. The power of the enemy was y^t uop. 
broken ; and the C«£ax had no £3oner feparated 
his troops and fixed his own quarters at Sens, in 
the centre of Gaul, thswi he was furrounded and 
befieged by a numerous hoft of Gerttians. Re- 
duced in this extremity to the refources of his 
own mind, he difplayed ^ prudent intr^dity 
which compenfated for ail the deficiences of the 
place and garrifon ; and the Barbarians, at the 
end of thirty days, were obliged to retire with 
difappointed rage. 

The confcious pride of Julian, who was in- Hlsfecond 
<iebted only to his fword for this fignal d^i- "^^ff^ 
veranoe, was embittered by the refleS;ion, that 
he was al>andoned, betrayed, and perh^ de- 
voted to deftru^ion, by thofe who Were bound 
to affift him by every tie of lionour and fidelky. 
Mai^cellus, mafter-gener^l of the cavalry in Guul, 
interfiling *oo ftri6yy the jealous orders of the 
court, behold with ftipine indrlSfeFeffice the 4ifti'e!& 
<6f Jalian, and had reftrained the troops under his 
-command from mar^jhing to the relief of Sens. 
If t^ Osefb* had diflemMed in filen^e (h danger- 
ous an infult, his perfon and authority would have 
fceoB expofod 150 the oontempt of the world 5 and 
if ai^ a^ipn fo crinain^ had 'b^6p fuflfered to pa£ 

"^^ AsmmamuM (avi* %t 3.) ^fp'BXB «iqek iidbter ^ti«fiad with the 
Awot& «f tim 6s& campa gn din JiiliBn kms[d£; wka wf hkfy 



owns 4«t liedid ^ftadmf^^ esnSa^uuh amA that Jie Atd jwfive 

with 
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c H A P, with impunity, theEmperorwouldhaveconfirmed 
XIX. ^ the fiifpicions, which received a very fpecious co- 
lour from his paft conduct towards the princes of 
the Flavian family* Marcellus was recalled, and 
gently difmiffed from his office ^'» In his room 
Severus was appointed general of the cavalry ; 
an experienced foldier, of approved courage and 
fidelity, who could advife with refpedl, and exe- 
cute with zeal ; and who fubmitted, without re- 
ludtance, to the fupreme command which Julian, 
by the intereft of his patronefe Eufebia, at length 
obtained over the armies of Gaul '^ A very judi- 
cious plan of operations was adopted for the ap- 
proaching campaign. Julian himfelf, at the head 
of the remains of the veteran bands, and of fome 
new levies which he had been permitted to form, 
boldly penetrated into the centre qf the German 
cantonments, and carefully re-eftabliOied the for- 
tifications of Saverne, in an advantageous poft, 
which would either check the incurfions, or in- 
tercept the retreat of the enemy. At the fame 
time Barbatio, general of the infantry, advanced 
from Milan with an army of thirty thoufand men, 
and pafling the mountains, prepared to throw a 
bridge over the Rhine, in the neighbourhood of 
Bafil. It was reafonable to expedl that the Ale- 
manni, prefied on either fide by the Roman arms. 



^ Axamuu xTi. 7. Libanius fpeeks rather more advantageouily 
of tiie military talents of Marcellus^ Orat. x. p. a 7 ft. And Julian 
iniisiuate8> that he would not have been fo eafily recaUed^ unlefi he 
had given other reafons of offence to the court, p. 278* 

7' Severust non diicara» non arrogans, fed longa na&dm frugali- 
tate compertua; et eum re^ pneeuntem fecuturu8> ut du^oreia 
modgerus rnika. Ammian. xyi* ix« Zo&mu% Liii. p. 140* 

would 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 2ai 

Would be foon forced to evacuate the provinces chap. 
of Gaul, and to haften to the defence of their ^ ^^^ 
native country. But the hopes of the campaign 
were defeated by the incapacity, or the envy, 
or the fecret in(lru6tions, of Barbatio; who 
a£led as if he had been the enemy of the Caefar, 
and the fecret ally of the Barbarians. The ne- 
gligence with which he permitted a troop of 
pillagers freely to pafs, and to return almoft 
before the gates of his camp, may be imputed 
to his want of abilities ; but the treafonable a£l 
of burning a number of boats, and a fuperfluous 
flock of provifions, which would have been of 
the moil effential fervice to the army of Gaul, 
was an evidence of his hoftile and criminal in* 
tentions. The Germans defpifed an enemy who 
appeared deilitute either of power or of inclina- 
tion to offend them ; and the ignominious re-^ 
treat of Barbatio deprived Julian of the expedled 
fupport; and left him to extricate himfelf from 
a hazardous fituation, where he could neither 
remain with fafety, nor retire with honour "^K 

As foon as they were delivered from the fears Battle of 
of invafion, the Alemanni prepared to chaflife ^^^ 
the Roman youth, who prefumed to difpute the A.D.35r. 
poffeffion of that country, which they claimed ^"8«ft' 
as their own by the right of conqueft and of 
treaties. They employed three days, and as 
many nights, in tranfporting over the Rhine 
their military powers. The fierce Chnodomar, 

7^ On the defig^ and failure of the co-operation between Julian 
imd Baibadoy fee Ammiaaus (xvi. n.y and Libanius, Orat. x. 
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chap; fliaking the potAerom javdiziy winch he had 
J^^Lr vi^lorioufty widkied againft the brother of Mag^ 
lientiu^;, led the van of the Barbarians, and nfeo* 
derated by his experience the martial ardour 
tKiich his eXarftple infpired ^\ He was fc^owed 
by fix other kmgs, by ten princes of regal ex- 
tr^ii6licm, by a lotig train of high4pinled nobles, 
a«id by tMrty-five th6irf»nd of the braveft war- 
riors of the tribes ctf Germany, Tfie conftdetkoe 
derived fpom the view ^f their ownftreiigtJi, was 
e»ei*arfed by the intdBigeaice which *hey i»eceived 
from a deferteir, thaft t?he OJftjr, with a fedble 
«rray of thirteen thou^fid men, ^e^pied a pidft 
riboftt otie-atifd-twenty ftiJles from their camp «f 
Strafburgh. Withes inadequa^ force, Juhatfi 
refoflved to feek mA to ^e^^oounter the BailMu^iwi 
bc^ft y and the ehsmoe <£ a genterall a&ioci was 
preferred to the tediows imd ui^erfc^nope^aitiixa 
if£ iepsrrately engaging the difpeifed part^ of 
the Alemanni* The Romatfs marcAved m dkife 
order, and in two column^^ the cavalry on tfic 
right, thfe mfanatry on the left i and the day was 
fo far fpent when th>ey appeared in fight of the 
enen^y, that Julmn was defiirottB of defet^rinrg tke 
battle till the next inofrning, aiid of alkming his 
troops to recruit their eithdiifted Arengdi ify 
the »eceflary refrefliments of Seep And food: 
Yielding, however, with fome reJn6lance, to the 

'+ AmmiaiMw (xvi. i».) defcribesy with his inflated eloquence, 
the 'figure and charadler of Chnodomar. Audax tt fldens iogenti 
robore lacertorum, ubi ardor prcelii fperabatur immanisy equo 
^mnanley iiibfinuoliy ere^his injaculuiBlonnidandievaftiUtifly armo- 
rumqutB nitore cdnfpiewis : antea ibrenuus et aiile^ et ^itilis praeter 
csteros du^or Diceatium Csefarem fuperavit sequo nwte 

clamours 
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datitcmf s of the ifoldiers, atrd etn^ii ta the .^pittiMi c fl A F. 
bf bisc»(mncfl,hee^horted them to jttitify by theif ^_^1 
V^kmi- the eiger ii^rpatifeitcref, tvhicii, m cafe of k 
idifeat, wodM be nrtiwtfaHy btattclec! wittx the 
epitheits of faftrtiefs and prefirfftptio^. I^e 
truttipets ibuftded, the military ftiOut was ^eaf d 
thtotigh the «dd, atrd thief tWo armies rtfftf^ X(ith 
^Ual fury td the chafg^e. The Oarfkf, who OoH- 
dufted iti jperfon his right Wing, depended on 
the dexterity of his atchefS, and the weight of 
hh cairaflier^. But his ranks were inftantly 
btokefn by att ifregtilar Wiixttire of light-horfe 
and of li^t-infantry, and he had the mortifica- 
tion of beholding the flight of fix hundred of his 
inoft renowned ciiii*affiers '^ The fagitives were 
ftopp^d and rallied by the prefence and autho- 
rity of cTufiau, who, catelefs of his dWti fafety 
thteW hiTttfelf before tSteto, atrd tagging eYerymo- 
title of Qmttie andhotidur, led them back againft 
1*re Vi6toriotts enemy. The coiiflidl between the 
tWo lines of infantry was ofeftrnate and bloody. 
The Germans pofleffed the fuperiprity of flrength 
'and ftature, the Romans that of difcipline and 
tefn^r; «md as the Bafbarians, whoierved und^r 
the ftati Aard df the empire, united the re%ec- 
tive advantages of both parties, their fbi^n^eioi^Ms 
e^rtsy giaided by a flkiUiiil leader, at leng^ de- 
trerftiftned the event of the day. The Romans loft 
four trlb^mes^ arnd two hundred und forty-thpte 

• ^ After the battle, Julian ventured to revive the m^oifir'of ftnbieftt 
difcipliney by expofing thefe fugitives in female apparel to the'derifidn 
of tjhe whole camp. In the next campaign} thefe troops nobly reaieved 
Iheir hoAQiv* Zonnius> l.iii. p. 14}. 

foldierSt^ 
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CHAP, foldiers, in this memorable battle of Strafburgh, 
XK. fy glorious to the CaBfar'% and fo falutary to 
the aflS[i6led provinces of Gaul. Six thoufend 
of the Alemanni were flain in the field, without 
including thofe who were drowned in the 
Rhine, or transfixed with darts whilfl; they 
attempted to fwim acrofs the river". Chno- 
domar himfelf was furrounded and taken pri- 
foner, with three of his brave companions, who 
had devoted themfelves to follow in life or death 
the fate of their chieftain. Julian received 
him with military pomp in the council of his 
oflicers ; and expreffing a generous pity for the 
fallen ftate, diffembled his inward contempt 
for the abjedl humiliation of his captive. In- 
fl:ead of exhibiting the vanquiflied king of the 
Alemanni, as a grateful fpedlacle to the cities 
of Gaul, he refpedlfuUy laid at the feet of the 
Emperor this fplendid trophy of his vidlory. 
Chnodomar experienced an honourable treats 
ment, but the impatient Barbarian could not 

'* Julian himfelf (ad S.P. Q. Athen. p. 279.) fpeaks of the battle 
of Straiburgh with the modefty of confcious merit ; tiJLocx^o'a.fjLw hk 
axXBvCf KTuq Kotl fiq vfjMg a^txETO ti TOixvm i^^X'^' i&ofimus compares 
it with the viAory of Alexander over Darius^ and yet we are at a lols 
to difcover any of thofe ftrokes of military genius which fix the at- 
tention of ages on the conduct and fuccefs of a fingle day. 

^ Ammianus, xvi. 12. Libanius adds 2000 more to the number 
of the flain (Orat. x. p. 274.)* But thefe trifling differences difappear 
before the 60,000 barbarians^ whom Zofimus has facrificed to the 
•• glory of his hero (l.ii. p. 141 •). We might attribute this extravagant 
number to the carelef&iefs of tranfcribers^ if this credulous or partial 
hiflorian had not fwelled the army of 5,000 Alemanni to an innume- 
rable multitude of barbarians^ i«rX»j9^ octth^v ^oc^^a^uv* It is our own 
fault if this detedlion does not infpire us with proper diibrult on fimilar 
occafions. 

long 
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long furvive his defeat^ his confinement, and c h A ft 
his exile '^'- ^^' ^ 

' After Julian had repulfed the Alemanni from juikn fub- 
the provinces of the Upper Rhine, he turned his ^^^^^^^ 
arms againft the Franks, who were feated nearer ^ ^^g^ 
to the ocean on the confines of Gaul and Ger- 
many; and who, from their numbers, and ftill 
more from their intrepid valour, had ever been 
efteemed the moft formidable of the Barbae 
rians '*. Although they were ftrongly actuated 
by the allurements of rapine^ they profefled a 
difinterefted love of war ; which they confidered 
as the fupreme honour and felicity of human na- 
ture; and their minds and bodies were fo com* 
pletely hardened by perpetual a6lion, that, ac- 
cording to the lively expreffion of an orator, the 
fnows of winter were as pleafant to them as the 
flowers of fpring* In the month of December, 
which followed the battle of Straflburgh, Julian 
attacked a body of fix hundred Franks, who had 
thrown themfelves into twocafl^les ontheMeufe'^ 
In the midfl: of that fevere feafon they fuflained, 
with inflexible confl^ancy, a fiege of fifty-four 
days; till at length, exhaufl^ed by hunger, and 
&tisfied that the vigilance of the enemy in break- 
ing the ice of the river, left them no hopes of 

^ Aminian. xvi. la. LibaniuS) Orat. x. p. 376* 
w Ldbanius (Orat.iii. p. 13 7.) draws a very liyely pidlure of the 
iBumera of the Franks. 

^ AmmianuSf xvii. a. libaniusy Orat. x. p. 278* llie Greek 
oratory by miiapprehendiHg a pailage of Julian, has been mduced to 
reprefent the Franks as confifting of a thoufand men ; and as his head * 
was always full of the Peloponrieiian war^ he compares them to the 
liacedsnnoniansy who wtre befiegtd and taken m the iiland of 
Sphadleria* 

; VOL. in. (4 efcape, 
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€ H A A efcape, the Franks confented, for the firft time^ 
^^ ^ to difpenfe with the ancient law which com* 
manded them to conqueror to die. The Caefar 
immediately fent his. captives to the court of Con* 
ilantius, who accepting them as ^'.valuable pre* 
fent '^ V rejoiced in the opportunity of adding fo 
many heroes to the choiceft troops of his domeftic- 
guardsr The. obftinate refiflance of this handful 
of Franks, apprifed Julian of the difficulties of 
the expedition which he meditated foi: the enfu- 
ing fpring, againil the whole body of the nation. 
His rapid diligence furprifed and aftoniffaed ther 
active Barbarians; Ordering hii^ foldiers to pro-^ 
vide themfelves with bifcuk for twenty days, he 
fuddenly pitched his camp near Tongres, while 
the enemy flili fuppoJfed him in his winter quar-i 
ters of Paris, expe^ing the ik)w arrival of hi^ 
convoys from Aquitain. Withput allowing the 
Franks to unite or to deliberate, he flcilfully 
Ipread his legions from Cologne to the ocean y. 
and by the terror, as well as* by the fuccefi of his 
arms, foon reduced the fuppliant tribes to im- 
plore the cjiemency, and to obey the commands, 
of their conqueror. The Chamavians fubmif. 
lively retired to their former habitations beyond 
the Rhine :- but the Salians were permitted to 
poflefs their new eftablifliment of Toxandria,. as 

^' JuUaxr. ad S.P. Qi: Athen; p. a8o. LibanitfSf Orat. x. p. a^S.^ 
According to tlie exprdSion of Libaniusy the Emperor ^x bftofxot^if 
which La Bleterie underflands (Vie de Julien^ p. ii 8.) as an honeft 
^nfeifiony and Valefius (ad Ammian. xvii. %•) as & mean evafion of 
the truths Dom. Bouquet (Hifioriens de France» torn. i. p, 733.}> by 
fubftituting another wordy aofj^rsf would fupprefa both the di£culty 
an4 the fpirit of this pallage* 
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the fubjedls and auxiliaries of the Roman em- (i it AP* 
pire *% The treaty was ratified by folemn oaths ; ^^^* 
and perpetual infpedtors were appointcfd to re- 
iide among the Franks, with the authority of 
enforcing the ftrift obfervance of the conditions* 
An incident is related, interefting enough irt 
itfelf, and by no means repugnant to the cha- 
ra6ler of Julian, who ingenioufly contrived both 
the plot and the cataftrophe of the tragedy* 
When the Chamavians fued for peaces he re- 
quired the fon of their king, as the only hoftage 
in whom he could rely. A mournful filence, in^ 
terrupted by tears and groans, declared the fad 
perplexity of the Barbarians; and their aged 
chief lamented in pathetic language, that his 
private lofs was now embittered by a fenfe of 
the public calamity. While the Chamavians 
lay proftrate at the foot of his throne, the royal 
captive, whom they believed to have been (lain, 
unexpeftedly appeared before their eyes ; and 
as foon as the tumult of joy was huihed into at- 
tention, the Caefar addreffed the affembly in the 
following terms : " Behold the fon, the prince, 
*« whom you wept. You had loft him by your 
*' fault. God and the Romans have reftored. 
** -him to you. I ftiall ftill preferve and educate 
^* the youth, rather as a monument of my own 
*• virtue, than as a pledge of your linearity. 

*' Ammian. xvii. 8. Zofimus, Liii. p. 146—150. (his narrative is 
darkened by a mixture of fable); and Julian ad S. P. Q. Athen. p. 380. 
His. expreilioUy vrm^i^acfA'nv fMSv ^oi^xv r& ZaXtwv sOvar, p^a/xa^a; $n 
t^n?^Ma-», This difference of treatment confirms the opinion, that 
the Salian Franks were pennitted to retain the fettlements in Tox« 
andria. 

Q 2 . « Should 
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CHAP. « Should you preAime to violate the faith which, 

iJ^*^ ^* y^^ have fworn, the arms of the republic 

*« will avenge the perfidy, not on the innocent, 

"but on the guilty," The Barbarians withdrew 

from his prefence, impreffed with the warmeft 

fentiments of gratitude and admuation ^K 

Makes It was uot euough for Julian to have delivered 

three ex- ^j^g proviuces of Gaul from the Barbarians of 

beyond the Germany. He afpired to emulate the glory of the 

-Rhine, firft and moft illuftrious of the emperors ; after 

358> 359-' ^^^^® example he compofed his own commeur 

taries of the Gallic war^^ Caviar has related, 

with confcious pride, the manner in which ho 

twice paffed the Rhine. Julian could boaft, that 

before he affumed the title of Auguftus, he bad 

carried the Roman Eagles beyond that great river 

in three fuccefsful expeditions ^^ The confter- 

nation of the Germans, after the battle of Straf- 

burgh, encouraged him to the iirft attempt; and 

the relu6lance of the troops fobn yielded to the 

perfuafive eloquence of a leader, whofliared the 

fatigues and dangers which he impofed on the 

meanefl of the foldiers. The villages on either 

*^ This interefiing fioryy which Zofimus has abridged, is related 
by Eunapius (in Excerpt. Legationum, p. 15, 16, 17.) with all the 
amplifications of Grecian rhetoric: but the filepce ofLibaniusy of. 
Ajnmianusy and of Julian himfelf^ renders the truth of it extremely 
lufpicious. 

' '^ libaniusy the fiie^l of Julian^ clearly inlinuatea (Orat. ivi 
p. 178.) tha\ his hero had compofed the hiftory of his Gallic campaigns. 
But Zofimus (L iii. p. 140.) feems to have derived his information 
only from the Orations (Xo-yioi) and the Epiftles of Julian. The dH^ 
courfe which is addrefTed to the Athenians contains an accurate^^ 
though general, account of the war againft the Germans. 

^' See Ammian. xvii. i. lo. xviii. %» and 2k>(im. h iii. p«X44* 
Julian, ad S. P. Q. Athen. p* a8o» 

2 Ode 
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fide of the Meyn, which were plentifully ftored chap: 
with corn and cattle, felt the ravages of an in- 
vading army. The principal houfes, conftru^ed 
with fome imitation of Roman elegance, were 
confumed by the flames ; and the Ca?far boldly 
advanced about ten miles, till his progrefs was 
flopped by a dark and impenetrable foreft, un- 
dermined by fubterraneouspaflages which threat- 
ened, with fecret fnares and ambufli, every ftep 
of the affailant. The ground was already covered 
withfnow; and Julian, after repairing an ancient 
eaftle which had been ere6led by Trajan, granted 
a truce of ten months to the fubmiflive Bar- 
barians. At the expiration of the truce, Julian 
undertook a fecond expedition beyond the Rhine, 
to huilfible the pride of Surmar and Hortaire, two 
of the kings of the Alemanni, who had been pre- 
fent at the battle of Stralburgh. They promifed 
to reftore all the Roman captives who yet re- 
mained alive ; and as the Caefar had procured an 
exa6l account from the cities and villages of 
Gaul, of the inhabitants whom they had lofl, he 
dete6ked every attempt to deceive him with a 
degree of readinefs and accuracy, which almofl 
^ftablilhed the belief of his fupernatural know- 
ledge. His third expedition was flill more fplen- 
did and important than the two former. The 
Germans had colle6ted their military powers, 
and moved along the oppofite banks of the river, 
with a defign of deftrpying the bridge, and of 
preventing the paflage of the Romans. But thia^ 
judicious plan of defence was difconcerted by a 
^ilful diverfioq. Three hundred light armed an4 

Q 3 . aaive 
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C H A P. a&ive foldiers were detached m forty finaJl 
^^?^^ boats, to fall down the ftream in filence, and to 
land atfome diftance from the pofts of the enemy. 
They executed their orders with fo much boldnefs 
and celerity, that they had almoft furprifed the 
Barbarian chiefs, who returned in the fearlefs 
confidence of intoxication from one of their noc- 
turnal feftivals* Without repeating the uniform 
and difgufting tale of flaughter and devaftation, 
it is fufficient to obferve, that Julian dictated his 
own conditions of peace to fix of the haughtieft 
kings of the Alemanni, three of whom were per- 
mitted to view the fevere difcipline and martial 
pomp of a Roman camp. Followed by twenty 
thoufand captives, whom he had refcued from 
the chains of the Barbarians, the Caefar repafiTed 
the Rhine, after terminating a war, the fuccefs 
of which has been compared to the ancient 
glories of the Punic and Cimbric victories. 
Reftores As foon as the valour and conduct of Julian 
^e cities j^g^j fecured an interval of peace, he applied him- 
felf to a work more congenial to his humane and 
philofophic temper. The cities of Gaul, which 
had fufiered from the inroads of the Barbarians 
he diligently repaired; and feven important pofts, 
between Mentz and the mouth of the Rhine, are 
particularly mentioned, as having been rebuilt 
and fortified by the order of Julian ^^. The van- 

quifhed 

^* Ammian, xviii. a. Libanius, Orat. x. p. ^^79, a8o. Of thefe 
feven pofls^ four are at prefent towns of fome confequence ; Bin- 
gen, Andemach, Bonn, and Nuyfs. The other three, Triceiinuef 
Quadriburgium, and Caftra Herculis, or Heraclea, no longer fubfifl ; 
"but there is room to believe, that, on the groynd of Quadriburgium, 

the 
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qiiiflied Germans had fubmitted to tfce juft but c H A P. 
humiliating condition of preparing and convey- ^ ^^^' 
ing the neceffary materials. The aftive zeal of 
Julian urged the profecutioh of the work; and 
fuch was the fpirit which he had diffufed among 
the troops, that the auxiliaries themfelves, wav- 
ing their exemption from any duties of fatigue, 
contended in the moft fervile labours with the 
diligence of l^e Roman foldiers. It was in- 
.cumbent on the Caefar to provide for the fub- 
fiften.ce, as well as for the fafety, of the inha- 
bitants and of the garrifqns. The defertion of 
the former, and the mutiny of the latter, muft 
have beeii the fatal and inevitable confequences 
of famine. The tillage of the provinces of Gairi 
thad been interrupted by the calamities of wat; 
but the fcanty harvefts of the continent were 
Supplied, by his paternail care, from the plenty 
of the adjacent ifland. Six hundred large barks, 
framed in the foreft of the Ardennes, made 
feveral voyages to the coaft of Britain ; and re- 
turning from thence laden with corn, failed up 
the Rhine, and diftributed their cargoes to the 
feveral towns and fortreiFes along the banks of 
the river ^\. The arms of Julian had reftored a 

the Dutch have co»firu&ed the fort of Schenky a name fo dfeniive t0 
the £dtidious delicacy of Boiieau. See D'Anville Notice de I'aricienn^ 
Gauley p« 183. BoileaU) Epitre iv. and the notes. 

^7 We may credit Julian himfelf, Orat. ad S. P. Q. Athenienfen|i» 
p. a8o* who gives a very particular account of the tranfa<5lion, 
2oiimu8 adds two hundred veflels more» 1. iti. p. 145. If we Com- 
pute the 600 com ihips of Julian at only feventy tons each, they were 
capable of exporting izofooo quartttn (fee Ai4)uthnot's Weights and 
Meafuresy p, 237.) > ^^ ^^ country which could be^r fo large ati 
■exportatioDi muft akcady haye attamed an improyed ftate of agri- 
culture. 

a 4 free 
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CHAP, free and fecure navigation, which Conftaritius 
v^^^-'_^ bad offered to purchafe at the expence of bis 
dignity, and of a tributary pi'efent of two thou- 
fand pounds of filver. , The Emperor paiSSmo- 
nioufly refufed to his foldiers the furos which 
Jie granted with a lavifti and trembling hand 
to the Barbarians. The dexterity, as well as 
the firmnefs, of Julian, was put to a ffevere trials 
when he took the field with a difcontented 
larmy, which had already ferved two campaigns, 
without receiving any regular pay or any ex- 
traordinary donative ^\ 
CivUadmU A tender regard for the peace ^nd happinefs 
of JuHm. ^^ ^^^ fubjedls, was the ruling principle which 
dire6bed, or feemed to direct, the adminiftra? 
tion of Julian ^^ He devoted the leifure of his 
winter-quarters to the offices of civil govern* 
ment; and affe6led to affume, with more pleafure, 
the chara6ler of a m^iflrate, than that of a 
general. Before he took the fieldj he devolved 
on the provincial governors, mod' of the public 
and private caufes which had been referred to 
his tribunal j but, on his return, he carefully 
revifed their proceedings, mitigated the rigour 
of the law, and pronounced a fecond judgment 
on the judges themfelves. Superior to the laft 
tiemptation of virtuou3 minds, and indifqreet 
and intemperate zealfor juftice, he yeftrain^, 
with calmnefs and dignity, the warmth of an 
advocate who profecuted, for extortion, the 

^ The troops once broke out into a mutiny, immediately befor^ 
the fecotid paflage of the Rhine. Ammian. xvii. 9. - ' 

*3 ^.mmian. xvi. 5, x^iu. x» Mamextinulin Paaegyr. Vet. xl. 4. " 

\ prefldei^^ 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE.^ 233 

prefident of the Narbonnefe province. •* Who chap. 
♦^ will ever be found guilty,'* exclaimed the ve- , ^^ 
hement Delphidius, " if it be enough to deny ?" 
** and who," replied Julian, " will ever be inno- 
f* cent,' if it be fufficient to afSrm ?** In the ge- 
neral adminiilration of peace and war, the in- 
tereft of the fovereign is commonly the fame 
as that of his people ; but Conllantius would 
have thought himfelf deeply injured, if the vir- 
tues of Julian had defrauded him. of any part df 
the tribute which he extorted from an opprefled 
and exhaufted country. The prince who was 
ihvefted with the enfigns of royalty, might fome- 
times prefume to corre6l the rapacious infolencie 
of the inferior agents ; to expofe their corrupt 
arts, and to introduce an equal and eaOer mode 
of colle6lion. But the management of the 
finances was more fafely entrufted to Floren^ 
tins, PreBtorian praefefil of Gaul, an effeminate 
tyrant, incapable of pity or remorfe ; and the 
haughty minifter complained of the tnoft decent 
and gentle oppofition, while Julian himlelf was 
rather inclined to cenfure the weaknefs of hit 
own behaviour. The Caefar had reje6led with 
abhorrence, a mandate for the levy of an extra- 
ordinary tax ; a new fuperdidkion, which the 
praefeft had offered for his fignature j and the 
faithful pi6lure of the public mifery, by. which he 
had been obliged to juftify his refufal, offended 
the court of Conflantius. We may enjoy the 
ple^fure of reading the fentiments of Julis^n, 
as he exprefles them with warmth and freedom 
in a letter to. one of his moft intimiatte friends. 

. ' Afier 
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CHAP. After dating his own condudt, he proceeds in 
^^* ^ the following terms : ** Was it poffible for the 
•« . difciple of Plato and Ariftotle to 2^61 otherwise 
^< than I liave donef Could I abandon the un* 
*^ happy fubjefts entrufted to my care? Was I 
** not called upon to defeud'*^them from the re- 
^* peated injuries jpf thefe unfeeling robbers? 
1^ A tribune who deferts his poll is puniflied 
.«* with death, and deprived <^ the honours of 
^* burial. With what juftice could I pronounce 
<* his fentence^ if, in the hour of danger, I my* 
^' felf negle6fced a duty far more facred and far 
^^ more important^ God has placed me in this 
^^ elevated poft j his providence will guard and 
:" fupportme. Should I be condemned to fuffer, 
*' I fliall derive comfort from the teftimony of 
" a pure and upright confcience. Would to 
** heaven that I ftill pofleffed a counfellor like 
^' Salluftl If they think proper to fend me a 
*« fucceffor, I {hall fubmit without relu6lance; 
** and had much rather improve the fliort oppor- 
** tunity of doing good, than enjoy a long and 
*^ lafting impunity of evil'°/' The precarious 
and dependent fituation of Julian difplayed his 
virtues and concealed his defers. The young 
hero who fupported, in Gaul, the throne of 
Conftantius, was not permitted to reform the 
vices of the government ; but he had courage to 
alleviate or to pity the diftrefs of the people. 
Unlefs he had been able to revive the martial 

^ Ainimaiiy xviL 3. Julian. Epiflol. xv. edk. Spanheim. Such 
a conduA almoft juftifies the encomium of Mamertinus. Ita illi amii 
Srpatia diyifa funt^ ut aut Barfoaros domitet> aut civibus jura reftituat ; 
perpetuum profeflii8> aut contra hoftemi aut contra vitiay certamen. 

ipirit 
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fpirit of the Romans, or to introduce the art3 of c H A p, 
induftry and refinement among their lavage ene- 'j^' , 
mies, he could not entertain any rational hopes 
of fecuring the public tranquillity, either by the 
peace or conqueil of Germany. Yet the vie* 
tories of Julian fufpended, for a fliort time, thp 
inroads of the Barbarians, and delayed the ruiu 
of the Weflern Empire. 

His falutary influence reftored the cities of Defcription 
Gaul, which had been fo long expofed to the °^ ^^^' 
evils of civil difcord, Barbarian war, and do- 
meftic tyranny) and the fpirit of induftry was 
revived with the hopes of enjoyment. Agricul- 
ture^ manufactures^ and commerce, again fiou* 
rilhed under the prote6|tion of the laws j and the 
(puruPj or civil corporations, were again filled 
with ufeful and refpe6table members : the yduth 
were no longer apprehenfive of marriage ; and 
inarrled perfons were no longer apprehenfive of 
pofterity : the public and private feftivals were 
celebrated with cuftomary pomp j and the fre- 
quent and fecure intercourfe of the provinces 
difplayed the linage of national profperity **. 
A mind like that of Julian, muft have felt the 
general happinefs of which he was the author ; 
but he viewed, with peculiar fatisfaCtion and 
complacency, the city of Paris ; the feat of hii 
winter refidence, and the pbje6l even of his 
partial affedlion «*. That Iplendid capital, which 

now 

9' Libaniusy Onit. Parental, in Imp. Julian^ c.$%. in Fabiicius 
Bibliothec. Graec. torn. tiL p. 2639 264* 

9^ See Julian, in Mifopogon. p. 340, 341. TTie primitxve ftate of 
P^ris b iiluftrated by Henry 'Valefius (ad Anunian. xx. 4.^ his brpther 
Hadrian Valefiusi or de Valois^ and M. d'Anville (in their re^e^ive 

Notitiaf 
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c H A P^ now embraces an ample territory on either fide 
^^ , of the Seine, was originally confined to the frnaU 
ifland in the midft of the river, from whence the 
inhabitants derived a fupply of pure and falu- 
brious water* The river bathed the foot of 
the walls ; and the town was acceflible only by 
two wooden bridges. A foreft overfpread the 
northern fide of the Seine ; bnt on the fouth, the 
ground, which now bears the name of the uni- 
verfity, was infenfibly covered with houfes, and 
adorned with a palace and amphitheatre, baths, 
an aqueduct, and a field of Mars for the exerclfe 
of the Roman troops. The feverity of the cK- 
mate was tempered by the neighbourhood of the 
ocean ; and with Ibme precautions, which ex- 
perience had taught, the vine and fig-tree were 
fuccefsfully cultivated. But, in remarkable win- 
ters, the Seine was deeply frozen ; and the huge 
pieces of ice that floated down the fl;ream, might 
be compared^ by an Afiatic, to the blocks of 
white marble which were extra6led from the 
quarries of Phrygia. The licentioufnefs and cor- 
ruption of Antiocb, recalled to the memory of 
Julian the fevere and fimple manners of his 
beloved Lutetia^^ ; where the amufements of the 
theatre were unknown or defpifed. He' indig- 
nantly contrafl^ed the effeminate Syrians with the 
brave and honefi; fimplicity of the Gauls, and 

Notitias of ancient Gaul), the Abbe de Longuerue Defcription de la 
France, torn. L p. 12, 13. and M. Bonamy (in ^e Mem. de I'Academie 
dee Infcription% torn. xv. p. 65 6^-^9 1 .). 

93 X)]y ^iXw Aet/xfTtay, Julian, in Mifopogon* p» 340. Leucetiai 
w X^itetia, was the smcient name of the city 9 whichf according to the 
faihion of the fourth centur^y aflamedthe torritorial appeQ^tiQA o( 

. almofl 
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almofl forgave the intemperance, which was the chap. 
only ftain of the Celtic chara6ler ^^ If Julian ^^^ 
could now revifit the capital of France, he might 
converfe with men of fcience and genius, capable 
of underftanding and of inftru6ling a difciple ox 
the Greeks ; he might excufe the lively and 
graceful follies of a nation, whofe martial fpirit 
has never been enervated by the indulgence of 
luxury; and he muft applaud the perfe3;ion of , 
that ineflimable art, which foftens and refines 
and embelliflies the intercourfe of focial life. 

♦♦ Julian, ia Mifopogon. p. 3591 360* 
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CHAP. XX. 

The Motives^ Progrefs^ and Effeds of the Con- 
verjion of Conftantine. — Legal EJiabli/hment 
and Conftitution of tJie Chrifiian or Catholic 
Church. 



CHAP. 
XX, 



'^HE public eftablifhment of Chriftianity may 
be coniidered as one of thofe important and 
domeftic revolutions which excite the moft 
lively curiofity, and afibjrd the moft valuable in- 
ftru6lion. The vidlories and the civil policy of 
Conftantine no longer influence the ftate of 
Europe; but a confiderable portion of the 
globe ftill retains the impreffion which it re- 
ceived from the converfion of that monarch ; 
and the ecclefiaftical inftitutions of his reign 
are ftill connedled, by an indiflbluble chain, 
with the opinions, the paflions, and the interefts 
of the prefent generation. 
Date of the In the confideration of a fubje6t which may be 
of 0^*^° examined with impartiality, but cannot be viewed 
ftantine. with indifference, a difficulty immediately arifes 
of a very unexpedled nature ; that of afcertain- 
ing the real and precife date of the converfion 
AJ). 306. of Conftantine. The • eloquent Laftantius, in 
the midft of his court, feems impatient ' to pro- 
claim 

' The date of the Divine Inftitutions of Ladlantius has been ac- 
curately difcuffed, difficulties have been ftarted, folutions propofed, 
and an expedient imagined of two original editions ; the fonner pub- 
liihed during the perfecution of Diocletian, the latter under that of 
Licinius. See Dufrefnoy^ Prefat. p. v. Tillemonty Mem. Ecclefiaft. 

torn. 
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claim to the world the glorious example of the CHAR 
fovereign of Gaul ; who, in the firft moments of »_^ ^ 
his reign, acknowledged and adored the majefty 
of the true and only God ^ The learned Eufe* 
bius has afcribed the faith of Conftantine to the 
miraculous fign which was difplayed in the 
heavens whilft he meditated and prepared the 
Italian expedition \ The hiftorian Zofimus AJ). jxju 
malicioufly afferts, that the Emperor had em- 
brued his hands in the folood of his eldeil fon, 
before he publicly renounced the gods of Rome 
and of his anceftors*. The perplexity produced A.D.32^ 
by thefe difcordant authorities, is derived from 
the behaviour of Conftantine himfelf. Accord- 
ing to the ftri6lnefs of ecclefiaftical language, 
the firft of the Chri/Uan emperors was unworthy 
of that name, till the moment of his death ; 
fince it was only during his laft illnefs that he A.D. 33^ 
received, as a catechumen, the impofition of 



tora.vl. p. 465 — ^470. Lardner's Credibility, part,ii. vdl. vii. p. 78 — 86. 
For my own part, I am alfnoft convinced that Ladlantius dedicated 
his Inftitutions to the fovereign of Gaul, at a time when Galeriu9> 
Maximin, and even Licinius; perfecuted the Chriilians ; that is, be- 
tween the years 306 and 311. 

* Ladbnt. Divin. Inftitut. i. j. vii. 27. The firft afid moft im- 
portant of thefe paflages is indeed wanting in twenty-eight roanu* 
icnpts ; but it is found in nineteen. If we weigh the comparative 
Talue oi thofe mahufcripts, pne of 900 years old in the King of 
France's library, may be alleged in it's favour ; but the paflage is 
omitted in the corre<5l manufcript of Bologna, which the P. de^ 
Montfaucon afcribes to the fixth or feventh century (Diarium 
Italic, p. 409.). The tafte of moft of the editors (except Ifaeus, 
fee Lai^ant. edit. Dufrefnoy, torn.!. p*596*) has felt; the genuine ftyle 
of La(5lantius. 

' Eufeb. in Vit. Conftant. 1. i. Ct 17-— 32* 
^ Zofimus^. 1* ii* p. X04. 

hands. 
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CHAP, hands % and was afterwards admitted, by the 
^ ^* ^ initiatory rites of baptifm, into the number of 
the faithful \ The Chriftianity of Conftautine 
inuft be allowed in a much more vague and 
qualified fenfe ; and the niceft accuracy is re^ 
quired in tracing the flow and aimoft imper*^ 
ceptible gradations by which the monarch de- 
clared himfelf the prote6lor, and at length 
the profelyte, of the church. It was an ar- 
duous talk to eradicate the habits and preju- 
dices of his education, to acknowledge the 
divine power of Chrift, and to underftand that 
the truth of his revelation was incompatible 
with the worfliip of the gods. The obfl:acles 
which he had probably experienced in his own 
mind, inftru6led him to proceed with caution 
in the momentous change of a national re- 
ligion ; and he infenfibly difcovered his new 
opinions, as far as he could enforce them with 

* That right was always ufed in making a catechumen (fee Bing- 
ham's Antiquities, L x. c. i. p. 4x9. Dom. Chardon, HiiL des Sacre* 
roensy tqm* i.,p. 62.) and ConHantine received it for the ^ry? time 
(Eufeb. in Vit. Conllant. 1. iv. c. 61.) immediately before his baptifm 
and death. From the conne<Slion of thefe two fa<Sls, Valefius (ad 
loc, Eufeb.) has drawn the conclufion which is reludlantly admitted by 
TiHemont (Hift. des Empereurs, torn, iv. p. 6 a 8.), and oppofed with 
feeble arguments by Moflieim (p.968.)« 

* Eufeb. in Vit. Conftant. 1. iv. c. 61, 6a, 63. The legend of 
Conftantine's baptifm at Rome, thirteen years before his death, was 
invented in the eighth century, as a proper motive for his donation* 
Such has been the gradual progrefs of knowledge, that a ftory of 
which Cardinal Baronius (Annal. EccleCaft. A.D. 324. N°43 — 49.) 
declared himfelf the unbluihing advocate, is now feebly fiipported, 
even within the verge of ' the Vatican, See the Antiquitates 
Chriftianse, torn. ii. p. 232. ; a work publiflied with fix approba- 
tions at Rome, in Uie y«ar 175^1, by Father Mamachi, a learned 
Dominican. 

,: ; fafety 
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lafety and with effe^. During the whole courfe chap. 
of his reign, the ftream of Chriftianity flowed , ^ _f 
with a gentle, though accelerated, motion : but 
its general direftion was fometimes checked,and 
fonietimes diverted, by the accidental circum- 
ftances of the times, and by the prudence, or pof- 
fibly by the caprice, of the monarch. His mi- 
nifters were permitted to fignify the intentions 
of their mailer in the various language which, 
was beft adapted to their refpedlive principles^; 
and he artfully balanced the hopes and fears of 
* his fubje^ls, by publifhing in the fame year two AJ).z2t. 
edicts ; the firft of which enjoined the folemn 
obfervance of Sunday % and the fecond diredled 
the regular confutation of Arulpices '. While 
this important revolution yet remained in fuf- 
penfe, the Chriftians and the Pagans watched the 
conduct of their fovereign with the fame anxiety, 
but with very oppofite fentiments. The former 
were prompted by every motive of zeal, as well 
as vanity, to exaggerate the marks of his favour, 
and the evidences of his faith. The latter, till 
their juft apprehenfions were changed into de- 

' The quaeilor or lecretary who compofed the law of the Theodofian 
Code^ makes his mafter fay with indifference, " hominibus fupradicSlae 
« religionis" (L xvi. tit. ii. leg.i.). The mmifter of ecclefiaftical affau-s 
"was allowed a more devout and refpe(Stful ftyle, rrtq ivQurfMH xcu 
»yuiT<trvi<; xaQoXiXYi^ Qfn^TXHoc^ ; the legal, moft holy, and Catholic 
worihip. See Eufeb. Hiil. Ecclef. 1. x. c. 6. 

* Cod. Theodof. 1. ii. tit. vni. leg. 1. Cod. Juftmian. l.iii. tit. xii. 
leg. 3. Conftantiiie ftyles the Lord's day dies foils t a name which 
eould not offend the ears of his Pagan fubjedts. 

' Cod. Theodof. 1. xvi. tit. x. 1. i. Godefroy, in the charadler of 
a commentator, endeavours (torn. vi. p. 257.) to excufe Conftantine ; 
but the more zealous Barohius (Annal. Ecclef. A.D. 3*1, N° 18. 
•enfures his profane coBdu(5l whh truth and afpenty. 

voL.iii. B fpair 
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CHAP. Ipair and refentment, attempted to conceal from 
^^' the world, and from themfelves, that the gods 
of Rome could no longer reckon the Emperor 
in the number 6f their votaries. The fame paf* 
fions and prejudices have engaged the partial 
writers of the times to connect the public profet 
fion of Chriftianity with the moft glorious or the 
moft ignominious aera of the reign of Conftantine. 
His Pagan Whatever fymptoms of Chriftian piety might 
fuperfti- tranfpire in the difcourfes or adlions of Conftan- 
tine, he perfevered till he was near forty years 
of age in the praftice of the eftablifiied reli- ' 
gion*°; and the fame condu61:, which in the 
court of Nicomedia might be imputed to his 
fear, could be afcribed only to the inclination 
or policy of the fovereign of GauL His libe- 
rality reftored and enriched the temples of the 
gods : the medals which iffued from his Imperial 
' mint are impreffed with the figures and attri- 

butes of Jupiter and Apollo, of Mars and Her- 
cules ; and his filial piety increafed the council 
of Olympus by the folemn apotheofis of his 
father Conftantius ". But the devotion of Con- 
ftantine was more pecuh'arly dire6led to the 
genius of the Sun, the Apollo of Greek and 
Roman mythology ; and he was pleafed to be 
reprefented with the fymbols of. the God of 

^"^ Theodoret (I. I. c.i8.) feems to Infinuate tliat Helena gave her 
fon a Chriftian education ; but we jnay be aflured from the fuperior 
authority of Eufebius (in Vit Conftant. 1. iii. c. 47.) that ihe herfdf 
• was indebted to Conftantine for the knowledge of Chriftianity. 

" See the medals of Conftantine in Ducange and Banduri. A» 
few cities had retained the privilege of coining, almoft all the medalt 
of that age iiTued from the mint under the (andlion of the Imperial 
authority- 
Light 
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light and Foetry. The unerring Ihafts of tha^t C H A ?• 
deity, the brightn^fe of hia eyes, his.lauret , i^ _f 
wreath, iioniortali beauty, and elegant accom-i 
plilfaments, feem to point him out as the. patroa 
of a youiiig hero. The altars of Apollo were 
cpawned with the votive offerings of Conftan. 
tine ; and the credulous multitude were taught) 
to believe, that the Emperor was perxmitted to» 
behold with mortal eyes the vifible majeily o^ 
their tutelar deity ; and that eithqr waking oi; 
ia a vifion, be was blefled with thq aufpiciou^ 
Cduens of a long and vi^oripus reigu« The Sui\ 
was univerfally celebrated as the invincible 
guide and protedlor of Conftantine ; and th^ 
Pagans might reafonably expe^ that the in« 
fulted god would purfue with unrelenting ven- 
geance the impiety of his ungrateful favourite "♦ 

As long as Conftantine exercifed a limited Heprotea^ 
fovereignty over the provinces of Gaul, his Chrit ^ ^^' 
tian fubje6ls were prote6led by tl>e authority, Gaul, 
and perhaps by the laws, of a prince, who wifely ^^• 
left to the gods the care of vindicating their own ^° ^ \ 
honour. If we may credit the affertion of Con- 
i^antine himfelf, he had been an indignant fpec- 
tator of the lavage cruelties which were infli6led, 
by the hands of Roman foldiers, on thofe citi- 
zens whofe religion was their only crime 'K In 

the 

" The panegyric. of Eumeaias (vii. inter Panegyr. Vet.), which 
vas pronounced a few months before the Italian war, abounds with 
the moft unexceptionable evidence of the Pagan fupeHlitioi^ of Con* 
ftantine, and of his particukr veneration $pr Appollo, or the Sun ; to 
which Julian alludes (Qiat. vii. p. 22 S* ccvoXnpem cri.). See Conunen- 
taire de Spanheim fur les Cefars, p* 317. 

'^ Conftantin. Orat. lid $an^oS)C.25. But it might eafily be 
lhewn> that i^ QreeJi tcaa^flator hat innproved the fenfe oi, the Latin 

Ik a original; 
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the fiaft and in the Weft, he had feen the dif- 
ferent .effe6ls of feverity and indulgence ; and as 
the former was rendered ftill more odious by the 
example of Galerius, his implacable enemy, the 
latter was recommended to his imitation by the 
authority and advice of a dying father. The fon 
of Conftantius immediately fufpended or re- 
pealed the edi6ls of perfecution, and granted the 
free exercife of their religious ceremonies to all 
thofe who had already profeffed themfelves 
members of the church. They were foon en- 
couraged to depend on the favour as well as on 
the juftice of their fovereign, who had imbibed 
a fecret and fincere reverence for the name of 
Chrift, and for the God of the Chriftians '^ 
AJ). 313. About five months after the conqueft of Italy, 
^!^\ the Emperor made a folemn and authentic decla- 
MUan. ration of his fentiments, by the celebrated. edi6l 
of Milan, which reftored peace to the Catholic 
church. In the perfonal interview of the two 
, weft em princes, Conftantine, by the afcendant 
of genius and power, obtained the ready concur- 
rence of his colleague Licinius; the union of 
their names and authority difarmed the fury of 
Maximin ; and, after the death of the tyrant of 
' the Eaft, the edi6t of Milan was received as a ge- 
neral and fundamental law of the Roman world'*. 

The 

' ftriginal ; and the aged Emperor might recollect the periecution of 
Diocletian with a more lively abhorrence than he had adbually felt ia 
the days of his youth and Paganifim. 

** See Eufeb. Hill. Ecclef. l.viii. 13. f.ix. 9. and in TiU Conft. 
Li. C.I 6, 17. La<5lant. Divin. Inftitut. i, i. Cseciliua de Mort. 
Berfecut. c. 35. 

'5 CsBcilius (de Mort. Perfecut. c.48.) has preferved the Latin 
•rigmal ; and Eufebius (Hift. Ecclef. 1.x. c. j* has given a Greek 

tranflatioa 
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The wifdom of the emperors provided for the c H A ?• 
reftitution of all the civil and religious rights of ^^' 
which the Chriftians had been fo unjuftly de- 
prived. It was enadted, that the places of wor- 
fliip, and public lands, which had been confit 
cated, Ihould be reftored to the church, without 
difpute, without delay, and without expence : 
and this fevere injunction was accompanied with 
a gracious promife, that if any of the purchafers 
had paid a fair and adequate price, they Ihould 
be indemnified from the Imperial tr^afury. The 
lalutary regulations which guard the future tran- 
quillity of the faithful, are framed on the prin- 
ciples of enlarged and equal toleration ; and fuch 
an equality muft have been interpreted by a re- 
cent fe6t as an advantageous ^nd honourable dif- 
tin6lion. The two emperors proclaim to the 
world, that they have granted a free and abfo- 
lute power to the Chriftians, and to all others, of 
followingthereligionwhicheachindividual thinks 
proper to prefer, to which he has addi6led his 
mind, and which he may deem the beft adapted 
to his own ufe. They carefully explain every 
ambiguous word, remove every exception, and 
exa6l: from the governors of the provinces a ftrjdt 
obedience to the true and fimple meaning of an 
edi6t, which was defigned to eftablifli arid fecure, 
without any limitation^ the claims of reiigious 
liberty. They condefcend to aflign two weighty 
reafons which have induced them to allow this 
univerfal toleration : the humane intention of 

tranflation of this perpetual edi(5l, which refers to fome provifion*! 
regulatious. 

R 3 confulting 
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confulting the peace and ba^pmels of their J)eo- 
ple; and the pious hope, that> by fuch a condu^i;, 
they fliall appeafe and propitiaite tke Dietyy whofe 
feat is in heaven. They gratefully acknowledge 
tfee many fignal proofs which they have received 
of the divine favour; and they truft that the 
feme Providence will for ever continue to pro- 
te& the profperity of the prince and people. 
From thefe vague and indefinite expreffions of 
piety, three fuppofitions may be deduced, of a 
different, l^ut not of an incompatible, nature. 
The mindof Conftantine might flu6luate between 
the Pagan and the Chriftian religioSs. Accord- 
ing to the loofe and complying notions of Poly- 
theifin, he might acknowledge the God of the 
'Qiriftians as one of the mar^ deities who com- 
jpofjdd the hierarchy of heaven. O perhaps lie 
might embrace the pbilofophic and pleafing idea, 
that notwithilanding the variety of names, of 
rites, and of opinions, all the fe^s and all the na- 
tions of mankind are united in the worihip of the 
common Father and Creator of the univerfe '*. • 
Ufe and But the couucils of princes are more frequently 
rt* cL^ influenced by views of temporal advantage, than 
by confiderationsof abftrafil andfpeculativetruth. 



lan mo- 



^^^' The partial and increafing favour of Conftantine 



'^ A panegyric of Conftantine) pronounced ieven or eight fnontBs 
after the edidl of Milan (fee Gothofred, Chronolog. Legum» p. 7. 
and Tillemontt Hiil. des Empereurs^ torn. It. p. 946.]^ uies the 
following remakable expreffion ; *^ Snmme rerum fator» cujns tot 
^ nomina fnot, quot linguas gentium eile voluiliiy qnem enim te 
« ipie dici vdis, fcire non poflumus/' Panegyr. Vet. ix. a6. In 
explaining Conftantine's progreft in the faith, Moiheim (|). 97X9 &c.) 
is in^hioiU} fubtle, ptxilix. 

may 
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may naturally be referred to the efteem which he c tt A p. 
entertained for the moral charadler of the Chrift- . ^^^^ 
ians ; and to a perfuafion, that the propagation 
of the gofpel would inculcate the pra6lice of pri- 
vate and public virtuel Whatever latitude an 
abfolute monarch may affume in his own con- 
duft, whatever indulgence he may claim for his 
own paffions, it is undoubtedly his intereft that all 
his fubjedls fhould refpe6t the natural and civil 
obligations of fociety. But the operation of the 
wifeft laws is imperfe6l and precarious. They 
feldom inQ)ire virtue, they cannot always reftrain 
vice. Their power is infufficient to prohibit all 
that they condemn, nor can they always punifh 
the adlions which they prohibit. The legiflators 
of antiquity had fummoned to their aid the powers 
of education and of opi^inion. But every principal 
which had once maintained the vigour and purity 
of Rtwne and Sparta, was long fince extinguilhed 
in a declining and defpotic empire, thilofophy 
ftill exercifed her temperate fway over the hu- 
man mind, but the caufe of virtue derived very 
feeble fupport from the influence of the Pagan 
fuperftition. Under thefe difcouraging circum- 
ftances, a prudent magiftrate might obferve with 
pleafure the progrefs of a religion, which diffufed 
among the people a pure, benevolent, and uni- 
verfal fyftem of ethics, adapted to every duty and 
every condition of life ; recommended as the will 
and reafon of the fupreme Deity, and enforced by 
the fan^ion of eternal rewards or punifbments. 
Theexperienceof Greek and Roman hiftory could 
not inform the world how far the fyflem of na- 
R 4 tional 
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CHAP, tional manners might be reformed and improved 
^^^* by the precepts of a divine revelation ; and Con- 
ftantine might liflen with fome confidence to the 
flattering and indeed reafonable aflurances of 
Ladlantius. Theeloquent apologift feemedfirmly 
to expe6l, and almofl venture to promife, that 
the eftabliftiment of Chriftianity would reflore 
the innocence and felicity of the primitive age; 
that the worfliip of the true God would extin- 
guifti war and diflenfion among thofe who mu- 
tually confidered themfelves as the* children of a 
common parent ; that every impure defire, every 
angry or felfiih paffion, would be reftrained by 
the knowledge of the golpel ; and that the ma^ 
giftrates might flieath the fwbrd of juftice among 
a people who would be univerfally adluated by 
the fentiments of truth and piety, of equity and 
moderation, of harmony and univerfal love *'. 
Theory The paffive and unrefifting obedience which 

and prac- bows Under the yoke of authority, or even of op- 
five^obedi- preffion, muft have appeared, in the eyes of an 
•nee. abfolute monarch, the moft confpicuous and ufe-^ 
ful of the evangelic virtues ^ The primitive 
Chriftians derived the inftitution of civil govern- 
ment, not from the confent o£ the people, but 
from the decrees of heaven. The reigning Em- 
peror, though he had ufurped the fceptre by 

'7 See the elegant defcription of La<5lantius (Divin. InfUtnt. v. 8.) 
who is much more perfpicuous and pofitive than it becomes a 
difcreet prophet. 

*^ The political fyflem of the Chriftians is explained by Grotius^ 
de Jure Belli et Pacis, 1. i. c . 3t 4. Grotius was a republican and an 
•xile ; but the mildnefs of his temper inclined him to fupport the 
(ftabliihed powers. 

tveafoQ 
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treafon and murder, immediately aflumed the &- C HA P. 



cred chara6ler of vicegerent of the Deity. To the ^^ 



Deity alone he was accountable for the abufe of 
his power ; and his fubje6ls were indiffolubly 
bound, by their oath of fidelity, to a tyrant, 
who had violated every law of nature and fo- 
ciety* The humble Chriftians were fent into 
the world as fheep among wolves; and fince 
they were not permitted to employ force, even 
in the defence of their religion, they (hould be 
ftill more criminal if they were tempted to ftied 
the blood of their fellow-creatures, in difputing 
the vain privileges, or the fordid poffeffions, of 
this tranfitory life. Faithful to the doctrine of 
the apoftle, who in the reign of Nero had 
preached the duty of unconditional fubmiffion, 
the Chriftians of the three firft centuries pre- 
ferved their confcience pure and innocent of 
the guilt of fecret confpiracy, or open rebellion; 
While they experienced the rigour of perfecu- 
tion, they were never provoked either to meet 
their tyrants in the field, or indignantly to with- 
draw themfelves into fome remote and fequet 
tered corner of the globe '^. The proteftants 
of France, of Germany, and of Britain, who 
aflerted with fuch intrepid courage their civil 
and religious freedom, have been infulted by 
the invidious comparifon between the condu^ 

'9 TertulUan. Apolog. c. 3a- 34* 359 36* Tamen nnnquam 
Albinlaniy nee Nigrianl vel Cafiiani invenin potuenint Chriitiani. 
Ad Scapulam, c. a. If this aflertion be ftri(SUy true, it excludes the 
Chriftians of that age from all civil and military employments^ 
which would have compelled them to take an adlive part in the fer- 
yice of their refpedUve governors. See Moyle'« Works, vol.ii. p. 349k 

of 
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c HA Pi of the primitive and of the reformed Chrid 



^°^ tians *°. Perhaps, inftead of cenfure, fi)me ap- 



plaufe may be due to the fuperior fenfe and 
fpirit of oar anceftors, who had convinced them- 
felves that religion cannot abotifli the unalien- 
able rights of human nature*'. Perhaps the 
patience of the primitive church may be afcribed 
to its weakne(s, as well as to its virtue. A fe6t 
of unwarlibe plebeians, without leaders, without 
arms, without fortifications, muft have encoun- 
tered inevitable deflr.u6tion in a rafh and fruitiefi 
refinance to the matter of the Roman legions. 
But the Cfariilians, when they deprecated the 
wrath of Diocletian, or folicited the favour of 
Conftantine, could allege, with truth and ccHifi- 
dence, that they held the principle of paffive 
obedience, and that, in the ipace of three cen- 
turies, their condu^ had always been conform- 
able to their principles. They might add, that 
the throne of the emperors would be eftabliflied 
xm a fixed and pei^mmient bafis, if ail their fub- 
jefts, embracing the Chriilian doctrine, fhould 
learn to fuffer and to obey. 
Divme !« the general order of Providence, princes 

right of and tyrants are confidered as the miniilers of 
ijue^ Heaven, appointed to rule or to chaftife the 
nations of the earth. But facred hifl;ory affords 

*° Sec the artful Bofluet (Hlft. des Variations des Eglifes Piro- 
teftantesy torn. iii. p. 210 — 25 S.), and the malicious Bayle (torn. ii. 
^.^ao.). I name Bayle^ for he was certainly tise author of the Avis 
aux Regies; vonfuh the Didionnaire Critique de Cluiufiepie> 
torn. 1. part ii. p. 145. 

'" Bachanan is the ieairlieft, or at leaft the moft celehrated^ of the 
Y^ortners, who has juftilied the theory of i^ftance. See his Dklogne 
^f JurclU^aptidScDtQSff torn* ii. p. 28. 30. «dit* fol. Ruddiman. 

many 
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jakny illuilrtous edtiunples of tiie more tmiHiediftte CHAP, 
interpofition of the Deity in the •government of ^^* 
his chofen people* The fceptre and the fword 
were committed to the hands of Mofes, of Jofliua, 
of Gideon, of David, of the Maccabees; the 
virtues of thofe heroes were the motive or the 
<effe&. of the Divine favour, the fuccefs of their 
Arms was deftined to atchieve the deliverance 
<>v the triumph of the church. If the judges of 
Ifrael were occafional and temporary magis- 
trates, the kings of Judah derived from the royal 
Mtx&ion of their great anceftor, an hereditary a«d 
indefealible right, which could not be forfeited 
by their own vices, nor. recalled by the caprice 
of their fubjedls* The fame extraordinary pro^ 
vidence, which was no longer confined to the ^ 
Jewifli people, might ele6l Conftantine aad hi* 
family as the protestors of the Chriftian world $ 
und the devout La6l;antius announces, in apix)?- 
frhetic tone, the future glories of bis long and 
vniverfsl reign "• Galerius and M^ximin, Max^ 
entius and Licinius, were the rivals who fliared 
with the favourite of Heaven the provinces df 
Ithe empire. The tragic deaths of Galerius and 
Maxim in foon gratified the refentment, and fill- 
filled the fanguine expeftations^ of theChrifttana 
The fuccefe of ConftantineagainftMaxentius^aind 
iicinius, removed the two forBwdafol* ocriifipetP^ 
toi-s who ftill oppofed the triumph of the iecoud 
David, and his caufe mtght ieem vto chim thfe 

•* LaAant. Divin. Inflitut. i. i. ^Eufebifis, m liie cotuYe «J liis liif- 
tcfryy his life, and his oration, repeatedly inculcates the divine right 
of Conftantine to the empire. 

2 p&euliafr 
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CHAP, peculiar interpofition of Providence. The cha- 
yj^' ^ rafter of the Roman tyrant dilgraced the purple 
and human nature; and though the Chriftians 
might enjoy his precarious favour, they were ex- 
pofed, with the reft of his fubje6ls, to the effe6ls 
of his wanton and capricious cruelty. The con- 
dufl; of Licinius foon betrayed the reluctance 
with which he had confented to the wife and hu- 
mane regulations of the edi6t of Milan. The 
convocation of provincial fynods was prohibited 
in his dominions ; his Chriftian officers were ig- 
nominioufly difmiffed ; and if he avoided the 
guilt, or rather danger, of a general perfecution, 
his partial oppreffions were rendered ftill more 
odious, by the violation of a folemn and volun- 
^ tary engagement *^ While the Eaft, according 
to the lively expreflion of Eufebius, was involved 
in the fliades of infernal darknefs, the aufpicious 
rays of celeftial light warmed and illuminated the 
provinces of the Weft. The piety of Conftantine 
was admitted as an unexceptionable proof of the 
juftice of his arms ; and his ufe of vifitory con- 
firmed the opinion of the Chriftians, that their 
hero was infpired, and conduced, by the Lord of 
Hofts. The conqueft of Italy produced a ge- 
neral edift of toleration : and as foon as the 
defeat of Licinius had invefted Conftantine with 
A.D.3a4. the fole dominion of the Roman world, he im- 
mediately, by circular letters, exhorted all his 
fubje6ls to imitate, without delay, the example 

^ Our imperfed knowledge of the perfecution of Licinius is de* 
rived from Eufebius (Hift. Ecclef. 1. x. c. 8. Vit. Conftantin. 1. i. 
C.49 — 56. Lii. c. I, a.), Aureliui Vi^loi^ mentioni lus qruelty in 
generaj term>. 

of 
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of their fovereign, and to embrace the divine chap. 
triith of Chriftianity ^\ v_5w 

The aflurance that the elevation of Conftan- Loyalty 
tine was intimately conne^ed with the defigns J^^chrif^ 
of Providence, inftilled into the minds of the tian party, 
Chriftians two opinions, which, by very different 
means, aflifled the accomplilhment of the pro- 
phecy. Their warm and a6live loyalty exhaufted 
iti his favour every refource of human induftry ; 
and they confidently expefted that their ftrenu- 
ous efforts would be feconded by fome divine and 
miraculous aid. The enemies of Conflantine 
have imputed to intereljed motives the alliance 
which he;infenfibly contrafl^d with the Catholic 
church, and which apparently contributes to the 
fuccefs of his ambition. In the beginning of the 
fourth century, the Chriflians flill bore a very 
inadequate proportion to the inhabitants of the 
empire; but among a degenerate people, who 
viewed the change of mafters with the indifler- 
ence of flaveSj the fpirit and union of a religious 
party might affift the popular leader, to whofe 
fervice, from a principle of cpnfcience, they had 
devoted their li ves.and fortunes *^ The example 
of his father had inftru6led Conflantine to efleem 
and to reward the merit of the Chriflians ; and 



^^ Eufeb. in Vit. Conftant. 1. 11. c« 24 — 42. 48 — 60. 

^* In the beginning of the laft century, the Papifts of England "were 
only a thirtiethy and the Proteftants of France only 2l fifteenth^ part 
of the refpeiSlive nations, to whom their fpirit and power were a con- 
ftant obje<5l of apprehenfion. See the relations which Bentivoglio 
(who was then nuncio at BrulTels, and afterwards cardinal) tranfmitted 
to the (ourt of Rome (Relazione, torn. ii. p. 211. 241*). Bentivoglio 
was curiousy well-informed, but fomewhat partial. 

in 
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CHAR in the diftribution of public offices, he had the 
^^* advantage of ftrengthening bis government, by 
the choice of minifters or generals, in whofe 
fidelity he couM repofe a jufl and unveferved 
confidence. By the influence of tbefe dignified 
mii&onanes, the profelytes of the new faith tnuil 
have multiplted in the court and army ; the Bar- 
barians of Germany, who filled the mnks of the 
legions, were of a carelefe temper, which acqui- 
efced without refifl:ance in the religion of their 
commander ; and when they pafled the Alps, it 
may fairly be prefumed, that a great number of 
the foldiers had already conlfecrated their fwords 
to the fervice of Chrift and of Conftantine **. 
The habits of mankind, ^nd the interefl: of reli- 
gion, gradually abated the horror of war and 
bloodibed, which bad fd long prevailed among 
the Chriftians; and in the councils which were 
affembled under the gracious prote^ion of Con- 
ftantine, the authority of the biftiops was fta- 
fonably employed to ratify the obligation of the 
miKtary oath, and to inflifil the penalty of ex- 
communication on thofe foldiers who threw away 
their arms during the peace of the church *^ 
While Conftantine, in his own dominions, in- 
creafed the number and zeal of his fiiithful ad- 
berents, he could depend on the fupport of a 

^ This carele& temper of the Germans spears ^Inopft uniformly 
in the hiftory of the converfion of each of the tnhes. The legions of 
jConftantino were recruited with Qermaos (Xofivmsi 1* U- ps ^0 1 .aq4 
the court even of his father had been filled with Chriftiane* Sec tim 
firft book of the life of Conilantiney by Sufebiu^* 

^ De his qui anna projiciunt in pacef placuit cipsi abftinere a com- 
mui^one, Concil. Arelat.Caao»itt. The beli critics. api4y thefe* woc()» 
to the ^ace of the church^ 

powerful 
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pdweiful fa6lion in thofe provinces, which were CHAP; 
ftill pofleffed or ufurped by his rivals. A feci'et , ^' 
diiaffe6lion was diffufed among the Chrifliaii 
fubje^ts of Maxentius and Licinius; and the 
relbntment which the latter did not attempt to 
conceal, ferved only to engage them ftiU more 
deeply in the intereft of his competitor. The 
regular correfpondence which conne^ed the 
biihops of the moft diflant provinces, enabled 
them freely to communicate their wiihek and 
their defigns, and to tranfmit without danger 
any uieful intelligence, or any pious contribu* 
tions, which might promote the fervice of Con- 
flantine, who publicly declared that he had taken 
up arms for the deliverance of the church *^ 

The enthufiafin which infpired the troops, and Expeaa* 
perhaps the Emperor himfelf, had Iharpened tionand 
their fwords while it fatisfied their confcience. a^mlr^^ie. 
They marched to battle with the full affurance, 
that the fame God, who had formerly opened 
a paflage to the Ifraelites through the waters 
of Jordan, and had thrown down the walls of 
Jericho at the found of the trumpets of Jolhua, 
would difplay his vifible majefty and power in 
the vi6lory of Conftantine. The evidence ot 
pcclefiaftical hiftory is prepared to affirm, that 

**Eufebiti9 always conlid»s the fecond civil war againft Licinius at 
a fort of religious crufade. At the invitation of the tyrant* fome • 
Chriitian officers had refumed their zones ; or, in other words» had 
returned to the military f^ice* Their condudl was afterwards ceor 
fured by the twelfth canon of the Council of Nice ; if this particular 
application may be received* inftead of the loofe and general fenfe of 
the Greek interpreters* Balfamon* Zonaras* and Alexis Ariftenusw 
See BeVeridge* Pandeifl. Ecclef, Grac. tom.L p. j%, tom.ii. p. 78* 
Annotation^ 

their 
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CHAP, their expectations were juftified by the confpi-' 
^^^ cuous miracle to which the converfion of the 
firil Chriftian emperor has been almoft unani- 
moufly afcribed. The real or imaginary caufe 
of fo important an event, deferves and demands 
the attention of pofterity ; and I Ihall endea- 
vour to form a juft eftimate of the famous viiion 
of Conflantine, by a diftin6l confideration &t' the 
Jiandard, the dream^ and the celejiiat Jign ; by 
feparating the hiftorical, the natural, and the 
marvellous parts of this extraordinary ftory, 
which, in the compofition of a fpecious argu- 
ment, have been artfully confounded in one 
fplendid and brittle mafs. 
The La- I. An iullrument of the tortures which were 
ftandwxi^of inflicted ouly on flaves and ftrangers, became an 
the aroft. objeft of horror in the eyes of a Roman citizen ; 
and the ideas of guilt, of pain, and of ignominy, 
were clofely united with the idea of the crofs*'. 
The piety rather than the humanity, of Conftan- 
tine, foon abolilhed in his dominions the punifli- 
ment which the Saviour of mankind bad conde- 
fcended to fuifer^° j but the Emperor had already 

'• Nomen ipfum cruets abfit non modo a corpore civiuxn Roxna- 
noruni) fed etiaxn a cogitatione) oculis, auribus. Cicero pro Raberio, 
c. 5. The Chriftian writers Juftin, • Minucius Faelixy Tertullian, 
Jeroixiy and Maximus of Turin, have inveftigated with tolerable fuc- 
cefs the figure or likenefs of a crofs in almoil every objeA of nature or 
art ; in tfie interfedtion of the meridian and equator, the human face, 
a bird flying, a man fwimming, a mail and yard, a plough, a ^<7;z- 
dardt 8ac\ &c. &c. See Lipfius de Cruce, 1.^. c. 9. 

^° See Aurelius vidlor, who confiders this law as one of the exam- 
ples of Conftantine's piecr. An edidt fo honourable to Chriilianity 
deferved a place in the Theodofian Code, inileadof the indirect men- 
tion of it, which feems to refult from the comparifon of the vth and 
xviiith titles of the ixth book. 

learned 
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iwrned to d^fpife tbe prejudices of his edoca- c li a K 
tiofl, and of his people, before he could ere6l ^ ^' 
in the midfl of Rome his own ftatue, bearing a 
trrofs in its right hand) with an infcription, 
%hich referred the viftory of his arms, and the 
deliverance of RoiKie, to the virtue of that falu** 
tary jBgn, the true fymbpi of force and Courage ^\ 
The fame fymbol &n6lified the arms of the foi* 
diers- df Conftantine; the crofs glittered on their 
iielmets, was engraved on their (hields, was fii^ 
terwoven* into their banners; and the confe* 
crated emblems which adorned the perfon of the 
Efnperor himfelf, w^e diftinguiihed only by 
richer materials and more exquifite workmiail^ 
ftip ^^ But the principal ftandard which di& 
plaiyed the triumph of the cro& was ftyled the 
Labartim^^ an obfcure, though celebrated 

^' £ufebius» in Vit. CoafUntin. L i. c. 40. Ths ftatue, or at leaft 
tlie crofs and infcription, may be afcribed with more probability to 
,die ieooadr or even the thirds vifit of Conftantine to Roine. Imme^ 
dlatd^ after the defeat of Maxentiusy the minds of th^ fevate nd 
people were fcarcely ripe for this public monument. 
^ Agnofcafl i^ina liben» mea figna neceflb eft ; 

In quibtts effigies trucu aut gemmata refiilget 

Aut longis foUdo ex auro praefertur in haftis. 

Hoc figno invfdbisy tranfiniflis Alpibus Ultor 

Servitium folvit miferabile Conflantinus 

Chriftos pwffureum gemmanti textus in auro 

Signabat iMbarunh dypeorum infignia Chriftus 

Scripferat ; ardebat fummis crux addita criftis. 

Prudent, in Synimachum» I. ii* 464.43^ 
^^ The derivation and meaning of the word Labarumt or Laborui0$^ 
which u employed by Gregory Nazianzen» Ambrofe^ Pradentius^ &c» 
^ remain totally usJuiown ; in fpite of the eEbrts of the critics^ ^who 
luv»inefibdually tortured the Latin, Greek, ^panifliii Celtic, Ten-" 
tonic, niyric, Armenian, &c. in iearch of an etymology. See Do« 
gauge, in GloiH Med. &-infim. Latinitat. &l> voce JMarum and 
tiodefroy, ad Cod. TheodoC torn, ii* p^ 14^ ^ 

WNL. iiu s name, 
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€ H X F. name, which has been vainly derived from almbft 
^* ^ all the languages of the world. It is defcribecl ^ 
as a long pike interfedted by a tranfverfal beam. 
The filken veil which hung down from the 
- beam, was cvtriouily enwrought with the images 
of the reigning monarch and his children. The 
iummit of the pike fupported a crown of gold 
which enclofed the myfterious monogram, at 
once expreffive di the %ure of the crois,' and 
the initial letters of the name of Chrift". The 
iafety of the labarum Was entrufted to fifty 
guards, of approved valour and fidelity; their 
ftation was marked by honours and emoluments; 
and fome fortunate accidents fodn introduced 
an opinion, that as long as the guards of the 
labarum were engaged in the execution of their 
office, they were fecure and invulnerable amidft 
the darts of the enemy. In the fecond civil 
war Licinius felt and dreaded the power of thig 
eonfecrated banner, the fight of which, in tha 
difl^refs of battle, animated the Ibldiers of Coit- 
fl^antine with ah invincible enthufiafm, and 
fcattered terror and difmay through the ranks 
of the adverfe legions 3% The Chrifl^ian em^ 

perors, 

34 £ufeb, in Vit. Conftantin. Li. c. 30 31. Baronius (Annal, 
ficdef. A. D. 3129 N° 26.) has engraved a reprefentation of the 
Labarum. 

^ 35 Tratafyerd X literl, fumma capite circumfiexoy Chriftum 1x4 
finitis notat. Ciecilius de M.P. c.44. Cuper (ad M.P. in edit. 
Laftent. tom.il. p. 500.) and Baronius (A. D« SW^ N'25.} 
Jave eri^ved from ancient monuments feveral ipecimens (as thai 
P N^ ^ ^ *^^^* monograms, which became extremely fafbioa* 
*^.or}K / able in the Chriftian world. 

^ Eufeb. in Vit. Conftantin. 1. ii. c. 7, 8, 9* He introdtfces thtf 
Labarum before the ItaUad. expedition ^ but his narrative ieems t^ 
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perors, who refpe6i;ed the example of Conftan^ chap, 
tine, difplayed iii all their military expedition^ u-^^Ly 
the flandard of the crofs ; but when the dege- 
nerate fucceffors of Theodofiusf had cesifed to 
appear in perfon at th^ head of their armiesy the 
labarum was depofited as a venerable but ufeleis 
relic in the palace of Cotillantinople ^^ Its 
hotlours are ftill preferved on the medals of the 
Flavian family. Their grateful devotion has 
placed the monogram of Chrift in the midft of 
the enfigns of Rome. The folemn epithets of 
ikfety of the republic, glory of the army, reftora* 
tion of public happinefs, are equally applied to- 
the religious and military trophies ; and there is 
ftill extant a. medal of the Emperor Conftan* 
tius, where the ftandard of the labarum is ac- 
companied with thefe memorable words, By 

THIS SIGN THOU SHALT CONQUER '*. 

II. In all occaflons of danger or diftreft, it Tbedream 
was the pra6lice of the primitive Chriftians to ^^ 
fortify their minds and bodies by the fign of the 
crofs, which they ufed, in all their ecclefiaftical 
rites, in all the daily occurrences of life, as an 

indicate that it was never ihewn at the head of an army, till Confbn- 
tiney above ten years afterwards^ declared himfelf the enemy of 
liciniusy and the deliverer of the church. 

3' See Cod. Theod. 1. vi. tit. xxv. Sozomeny 1. i. c. 2, Theophan. 
Chrond^ph. p. 11. Theophanes lived towards the end of the eighth 
century, almoft five hundred years after Conftantine. The modem 
Greeks were not inclined to difplay in the field the ftandard of the 
empire and of Chriftianity ; and though they depended on every fu« 
perftitious hope of defence^ the promife of 'vi3ory would have appeared 
too bold a fi^on. 

. . ^ The Abbe du Voifin» p. 1039 &c. alleges feveral of thefe me- 
dals> and quotes a particular dillertatioa of a Jefuit> the Pere ds 
Gnunvilley on thi« fubjedt. 

8 a infallible 
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CHAP. in£dlible prefervative againft every ipecies of 
5^ Qiiritual or temporal evil ^\ The authority of 
the church might alone have had iUfficient 
weight to juftify the devotion of Conftantinct 
Kho, in the fame prudent and gradual progrefs, 
acknowledged the truth,and aflumed the fymbol, 
of Chriftianity. But the teftimony of a contem* 
porary writer, who in a formal treatife ha$ 
avenged the caufe of religion, beftows on the 
piety of the Emperor a more awful and fublime 
character. He affirms, with the mod perfe£l 
confidence, that in the night which preceded 
the laft battle againft Maxentius, Conftantine 
was admoniflied in a dream to infcribe the 
ihields of his foldiers with the cel^/Hal Jign qf 
Gody the iacred monogram of the name of Chrift; 
that he executed the commands of heaven, and 
that his valour and obedience were rewarded 
by the decifive vidtory of the Milvian Bridge. 
Some confiderations might perhaps incline a 
fceptical mind to fufped: the judgment or the 
veracity of the rhetorician, whofe pen, either 
from zeal or intereft, was devoted to tht caufe 
of the prevailing fadtion •^. He appears to have 

publiflied 

3* Tertulliany 4e Corona* c. 3. AthanaQus, tom*L p. xoz. The 
learned Jefiiit Petavius (Dogmata Theolog. 1. xv. c* 9» xo,) has col* 
levied many limilar paflages on the virtues of the cro&f which in the 
^ age embarrafTed our Piroteftant difputants. 

^ Caeciliusi de M.P* c.44* It is certain^ that this hiftorical 
declamation was compofed and publiihed while liciniiisy ibvcf«ig9 
of the Eaft^ fiill preferved the friendihip of Confiantin^ and of thft 
Chriftians. Every reader of tafte mull perceive that the ftyle Is of 
a very difierent and inferior chandler to that of La/ftantius ; and 
filch indeed is the judgment o£ Le Clerc and Xardner (BiUiothefoe 

1^0 AjKJfiUPt 
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imblifhed his deaths of the perfecutors at Nicd- c H A P. 
media about three years aftdr the Roman vie- j^ 
tdryj but the interval of a thoufand miles^ and 
a tbouiand days, will allow an aihple latitude 
foif the invention of declaiiiiers, the credulity of 
party, and the tacit approbation of the Emperor 
himfelf ; who might liften without indignation 
to a marvellous tale, which exalted his fame, 
jmd promoted his defigns* In favour of Lici- 
nius, who ftill diffembled his animofity to the 
Chriilians, the fame author has provided a 
fimilar vijSon, of a form of prayer, which wa$ 
communicated by an angel, and repeated by 
the whole army before they engaged the legions 
of the tyrant Maxiiiiin. The frequent repeti- 
ti6n of mitacles ferves to provoke, where it does 
not fubdue, the reafon of mankind'^'; but if the 
dream of Conftantine is feparately confidered, it 
may be naturally exjrfiained either by the policy 
or the enthuiiaihi of the Eraperor. Whilft his 
anxiety for the approaching day, which muft 
decide the late of the empire, was fuipended by 
d^ Ihort and interrupted fl«mber, the venerable 

Anciexine et Modeme^ torn. lU. p. 438. Credibility of the Oofpel, &c. 
part ii. vol. vii. p. 94.)- Three arguments from the title of the 
hockj vad from thd nsimes of Donatus and Csecifiusy are produced 
by the i^vocated for ladkantius (See the P. Leibcq) tom»il« 
p^ 4(^— 6<S> Each of theiie proofs ii fixigly weak and defedUve, hue 
their coacmren^e has great we%ht.- I* have c^en fludluatedy and 
(hall tatndjf £bUow th# Colbeit MS* iar calling the author (whoever h^ 
was) CaciUus* 

*' Cseciliusy de M^P. c«46* There' fe^ms to be fome reafon in 
the obfervation of M. de Volbur© (€>tovre8» tom. xiv. p. 307.), who 
aftiibes to the fucoefs of Confiahtme the fupexior frune of his Labarum 
above the angd of Lictniua. Yet even this angel is £&voutubly entdr^ 
tained by Pagi, Tillemont> Eeury> &c« wlio alnr fMAd of increafini^ 
thdr ftodL of miracles* 

S3 form 
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CHAP, form of Cbrift, and the well-known fymbol of 
^^^ his religion, might forcibly offer themfelves to 
the adlive fancy of a prince who reverenced the 
name, and had perhaps fecretly implored the 
power, of the God of the Chriftians. As readily 
might a confummate flatefman indulge himfelf 
in the ufe of one of thofe military ftratagems, 
one of thofe pious frauds, which Philip and Ser- 
torius had employed with fuch art and effeft **. 
The preternatural origin of dreams was univer- 
jfally admitted by the nations of antiquity, and a 
confiderable part of the Gallic army was already 
prepared to place their confidence in the falutary 
fign of the Chriftian religion. The fecret vifion 
of Conftantine could be dilproved only by the 
event ; and the intrepid hero who had pafled 
the Alps and the Appenine, might view with 
careleis defpair the confequences of a defeat 
tinder the walls of Rome. The fenate and 
people, exulting in their own deliverance from 
an odious tyrant, acknowledged tiiat the vidbory 
of Conftantine furpaffed the powers of man,with. 
out daring to iniinuate that it had been obtained 
by the protection of the Gods. The triumphal 

^ Befides thefe well-known examples^ *TolIius (Preface to Boil- 
kau's tranflation of Longinus) has diicovered a vifion of Antigonus^ 
who afiured his troops that he had feen a pentagon (the fymbol of 
lafety) with thefe words, << In this conquer." But ToUius has 
mo(^ ijiexcufably omitted to produce his authority ; and his own 
chara<fter, literary as well as morale is not free from reproach (See 
Chaufiepie DidUonnaire Critique^ tonuiv. p.46o.)* Without in- 
filling on the filence of Diodoru8» Plutarch, JufUn, &c. it niay be 
obferved that Polyaenus, who in a feparate chapter (1. iv. c. 6.) has 
coUedied nineteen military ftratagems of AntigonuS} is totally igno- 
psA of this remarkable vifion. 

II arch. 
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arch, which was erefiled about three years after c H A P*, 
the event, proclaims, in ambiguous language, ^^^^ 
that, by the greatnefe of his own mind, and by 
an inftmd: or impulfe of the Divinity, he had 
faved and avenged the Roman republic *^ The 
Pagan orator, who had feized an earlier oppor- 
tunity of celebrating the virtues of the con* 
^ueror, fiippofes that he alone enjoyed a fecret 
and intimate commerce with the Supreme Being, 
who delegated the care of mortals to his fubor* 
dinate deities ; and thus affigns a very plauiible 
reafon why the fubjefl:s of Conflantine (hould 
not prefume to embrace the new religion of 
their fovereign *^ 

III. The philofopher, who with calm fufpicion Appear- 
examines the dreams and omens, the miracles ^^^^^ 
and prodigies, of profane or even of eeclefi- the iky:. 
aftical hiftory, will probably conclude, that if 
the eyes of the fpefifcators have fometimes been 
deceived by fraud, the underftanding of the 
readers has much more frequently been infulted 
by fiction. Every event, or appearance, or jic- 
eident, which ieems to deviate from the ordinary 
courfe of nature, has been rafhly afcribed to the 
immediate a6lion of the Deity; and the afton- 
iihed fancy of the multitude has fometimes given 
ihape and colour, language and motion, to thi^ 

*^ InftmAu Divmitotis, mentis magmtuduje. The infcriptidn oi| 
the triumphal arch of Conftantine^ which has been copied by Ban> 
niusi Gruter, &c. may ftill be perufed by every curious traveller. 

^ Habes profe<Slo9 aliquid cum ilia mente Divinii fecretum ; quae 
<)eleg^at^ noftr^ Diis Minoribus cur4 uni fe.tibi dignatur ofiendere. 
5Pancgyr.Vet.ix.». 

s 4 fleetinjo; 
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CHAP, fleeting but uncommon meteors of the ait ^^ 

,^^: , Nazarius and Eufebius are the two moft cele^* 
brated orators, who in fludied panegyrics have 
laboured to exalt the glofy of Conftantine, 

A.D.3»i, Nine years after the Roman vidlory, Nazarius^, 
defcribes an army of divine warriors, who feemet] 
to fall from the iky: he marks their beauty, theLn 
:^irit, their gigantic forms, the ftream of light 
"which beamed from their celeftial armour, their' 
patience in fuffering themfelves tp be heard, at 
well a& feen, by mortals ; and their declaration 
that they were fent, that they flew, to the affifl;^ 
ance of the great Couftfintine. For the trutl^ 
of this prodigy, the Pagan orator appeals to the 
whole Gallic nation, in whpfe prefence he was 
then fpeaking ; and feems to hope that the aui 
cient apparitions*' would now obtain credit froni 
this recent and public:*event. The Chriiliai^ 
. {able of Eufebius, which, in the ipace of 

AJ).33«. twenty-fix years, might arife from the priginaJi 
dream, is cafl in a much more corre6t and 
elegant moqld* In one qf the marches of CoOii 
ftantine, he is reported to have feen with hia 

*^ M. Freret (Memwres de I'AcademIe des InfcriptionSf tom.iT. 
p. 411 — 437') explains, by phyfical caofesj many of the pre^gies of 
mtiqpitj ; and Fabriciysy vrho is abufed by hqih parties^ vainly tiies 
to introduce the celeftial crofs of Conilantine among th^ folar Halot* 
Bibliothec. Graec. torn. vi. p. 8 — 29. 

"^^ Nazarius inter Panegyr. Vet, y. I4> 15- It is unneceilary to 
name the modernsy whofe undiiHnguiihing and ravenous ^ippetite haf 
fwallowed even the Pagan bait of Nazarius. 

^7 The apparitions of Caflor and Pollux, particularly to annoiinctf 
the Macedonian vidlory, are attefted by hiftorians and public mottuv 
inents. See Cicero de Natura Deonim, ii. a. in. s$6, Florus; ii. la, 
Vaknus MaximuA, l/u c. 8. N° i. Yet the moft recent of tiheft 
iniracles 19 omitted, and indire^y dexued hy Liyy (xhpir i*y 

own 
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Qwn eyes th<s luminous trophy of the crofs, placed CHAP, 
above the lueridian flin, and infcribed with the ^^* 
following words : Br this, cokquer. This amaz- 
ing obje6t in the iky aftoniihed the whole army, 
$L& well as the Emperor himfelf, who was yet 
undetermined in the choice of a religion : but 
Ibis aftoniihment wais converted into faith by the 
yifion of the enfuing night, Chrift appeared 
before his eyes ; and difplaying the fame celeftial 
fign of the crofs, he dire6ted Conflantine to 
frame a iimilar ftandard, and to march, with an 
affurance of vi^ory, againil Maxentius and aQ 
his enemies ^^ The learned biihop of CBbfkrea, 
appeiars to be fenfible, that the recent difcovery 
^ this marvellous anecdote would excite fome 
furprife and diftruft among the moft pious of 
bis readers. Yet, inftead of afcertaining the 
precife circumftances of time and place, which 
always, ferve to dete£fc falfehood, or eftabli& 
truth ^ ; inftead of coUedting and recording the 
evidence of fo many living witnefles, who muft 
have been fpedtators of this flupendous mira-i 
cle ^% Eufebius contents himfeif with alleging 
a very fingular teftimony ; that of the deceafed 
Conflantine, who,, many years after the event, 

^ EufebiuS) 1. L c. 2S9 299 30. Tke filence of the fame £iifebiu8» 
in liis EcclefialHcal' Hiftoiy, is deeply felt by thofe advocates for the 
miracle who are not abfolutely callous. 

*• The narrative of Conftantine feems to indicate, that he faw 
the croft in the Iky before he paiTed the Alps againil Maxentius* The 
(bene has been fixed by provincial vanity at Treves^ Be{an9oa> &c* 
See Tiilcmont des Empereurs, torn, iv* p*573. 

'' The pious Tillemoiit (Mem. Ecclef. tom..vii.p. 13x7.) reje^ 
tHtfa a fi^h the ufeful A£H of Artenuus, a veteran and a martyri who^ 
attefts as an ^ witnefs the vifipi^ of Conftantine. 

ia 
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C H A P. in the freedom of converfation, had related to 
^^' him this extraordinary incident of his own life, 
and had atteiled the truth of it by a folemn oath. 
The prudence and gratitude of the learned pre- 
late forbade him to fufpeft the veracity of his 
victorious mailer ; but he plainly intimates, that, 
in. a fa6l of fuch a nature, he fhould have re- 
fufed his aflent to any meaner authority. This 
motive of credibility could not furvive the power 
of the Flavian family ; and the celeflial fign, 
which the infidels might afterwards deride 5', 
was difregarded by the Chriftians of the age 
which immediately followed the converfion of 
Conftantine ^% But the Catholic church, both 
of the Eaft and of the Weft, has adopted a pro- 
digy, which favours, or feems to favour, the 
popular worfliip of the crols. The vifion of 
Conftaqtine maintained an honourable place in 
the legend of fuperftition, till the bold and fa- 
gacious fpirit of criticifm prefumed to depre^ 
ciate the triumph, and to arraign the truth, of 
the firft Chriftian Emperor !> 

The 

' '* Gelailus Cyzic. in AA. ConciL Nlcen. L z. c 4. 

** The advocates for the vifion are unable to produce a finglt . 
teftimony from the Fathers of the fourth and fifth centuriest whoy 
in their voluminous wntings^ repeatedly celebrate the triumph of tht 
church and of Conftantine. As thefe venerable men had not 90J 
diflike to a miracle, we may fufpedt (and the fufpicion is confirmed 
by the ignorance of Jerom) that they were all unacquainted with 
the life of Conftantine by Eufebius. This tra£l was recovered by 
the diligence of thofe who tranflated or continued his £pc)efiaftical 
Hiftory, and who have reprefented in various colours the vifion of the 
crofs. 

" Godefroy was the firft who, in the year 1643 (Not^ and Phi- 
loftorgium, 1. L c. 6* p. i6.)» exprelTed any doubt of a miracle which 
had' been fupported with equal zeal by Cardinal Baroniusi and the 

Cea^ 
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The Proteftant and philofophic readers of the c H A P^ 
prefent age will incline to believe, that, in the , ^^ ^ 
account of his own converfion, Conflantine The con- 
attefted a wilful falfehodd by a folemn and deli- ^^noi 
berate peijury. They may not heutate to pro- tine might/ 
noiince, that, in the choice of a religion, his ^fincere. 
mind was determined only by a fenfe of in- 
tereft ; and that (according to the expreffion of 
a profane poet ^^) he ufed the altars of the church 
as a convenient footilool to the throne of the 
empire. A conclufion fo harfh and fo abfolute 
is not, however, warranted by our knowledge 
of human nature, of Conflantine, or of Chrifti- 
anity. In an age of religious fervour, the moft 
artful ftatefmen are obferved to feel fome part 
of the enthuiiafm which they infpire ; and the 
mod orthodox faints aflume the dangerous pri^ 
vilege of defending the caufe of truth by the 

Centuriaton of Magdeburgh. Since that time^ many of the Pkx^ 
teiknt critics have inclined towards doubt and diibelief. * The ob« 
je6tions are urged^ with great force^ by M. Chaufifepie (DidHonnaire 
Critique> torn* iv. p. 6 — ii^ and in the year 27749 a dodtor of Sor- 
bomie» the Abb6 du Voifiny publiihed an apology, which defervet the 
praife of learning and moderation. 

^* Lors Conftantin dit ces propres paroles : 

•Tai renveife le culte des idoles : 

jSur les debris de leurs temples fiimans 

An Dieu du Ciel j'ai prodigue I'encens. 

Mab tons mes foins pour la grandeur fupreme 

K'eurent jamais d'autre objet que moi-m^me ; 

Les faints autels n'etoient k mes regarjis 

Qu'un marchepi . du tr6ne des Cefars. 

L'ambition* la fureur, les delices 

Etoient mes Dieux> avoient mes facrifices^ 

L'or des Chretiens, leurs intrigues, leur fang ' 

Ont cimente ma fortune et mon rang. * 

The poem which contains thefe lines may be read with pleaHin, but 
^aonot be named with decency. 

arms 
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CHAP, arms of deceit and fklfehood. Perfonal infei'eft 
^^ \ is often the ftandard of our belief, as well as of 
our pradiice ; and the fame motives of temporal 
advantage which might influence the public 
conduct and profeflions of Conftantine, would 
infeniibly difpofe his mind to embrace a religion 
fi) propitious to his fame and fortunes. His 
vanity was gratified by the flattering aflurance, 
that he bad been chofen by Heaven to reign 
over the earth ; fuccefi had juilified his divine 
title to the throne, and that title was founded 
on the truth of the Chrifl^ian revelation. As 
real virtue is fometimes excited by undeferved 
applaufe, the ipecious piety of Confl^antine, if 
at firft it was only ipecious, might gradually^ by 
the influence of praife, of habit, and of example^ 
be matured into ferious faith and ferVeut devo# 
tion. The bifhops and teachers of the new HeSt^ 
whofe drefs and manners had not qualified them 
for the refidence of a court, were admitted to 
the Imperial table ; they accompanied the mo- 
narch in his expeditions; and the aicendafnt 
which one of them, an Egyptian or a Spaniard ",, 
acquired over his mind, was imputed by the 
Pagans to the effect of magic ^^ La^lantius, 
who has adorned the precepts of the gofpel 

" This favourite was probatty the great Ofius, Bifhop of Conlo?a» 
who preferred the paftoral care or the whple church to the govermneiit 
of a particular diocefe. His chara^er is magnificently> £ough con- 
cifely, exprefled by Athanafius (torn. i. p. 703.). See Tillemontt 
Mem. EccleC tom.viL p. 534-1-561. Ofius was accuied, perhaps 
unjulUyy of retiring from court with a very ample fortune. 

s<$ See Eufehms (ia Vit. ConiUat. p#ffim> wd Zofimus* 1. E. 
p. 104* 

with 
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^with the eloquence of Cicero ^^ ; and Eufebius, € H A P, 
who has confecrated the learning and philo- ^^* 
Ibphy of the Greeks to the femce of religipn ^% 
were both received into the friendfhip and fa- 
miliarity of their fovereign: and thofe. able 
mafters of controverfy could patiently watch 
the foft and yielding moments of periuafion, 
and dexteroufly apply the arguments which 
were the beft adapted to his charadter and un^ 
derftanding. Whatever advantages might be 
derived from the acquifition of an Imperial pro- 
felyte, he was diilinguifhed by the fplendour of 
his purple, rather than by the fuperiority of wit 
dom or virtue, from the many thoufands of his 
fubjedls who had embraced the doArines of 
Chriftianity. Nor can it be darned incredible, 
that the mind of an unlettered foldier Ihould 
have yielded to the weight of evidence, which, 
in a more enlightened age, has fatisfied or fub* 
dued the reafon of a Grotius, a Pafcal, or a 
Locke. In the midft of the inceflant labours of 
his great office, this foldier employed, or affe3:ed 
to employ, the hours of the night in the diligent 
fludy of the Scriptures, and the compofition 
of theological difcourfes ; which he afterwards 
pronounced in the prefence of a numerous and 
applauding audience. In a very long difcourfe, 

*' The Chriftiamty of La£lantiu« was of a morale rather than of 
z myfterious caft. « Erat psene nidis (fays the orthodox Bull) dif- 
** dpllnae Chriftian9e> et in rhetoric^ melius quam in theologi^ yqf*^ 
<< CiUus/' Defenfio Fidei Nicenae, lecft. ii. c* 1:4. 

^^ Fabriciut) with his ufual diligence^ has coIleiSled a lift of between 
three and four hundred authors quoted, in the £vangeEcal.IV«paraf- 
tions of Eufebius. See Sibliotliec. Gfsbc. 1. v. c. 4. torn. vi. p.57 — 56. 

which 
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CHAP, which is ftill extant, the royal preacher exps* 
^^1 ^ tiates on the various proofs of religion ; but he 
The fourth dwells with peculiar complacency on the Sy- 
Vu^* ®^ billine verfes *% and the fourth eclogue of Vir- 
gil ^°. Forty years before the birth of Chrift, 
the Mantuan bard, as if infpired by the celeftial 
mufe of Ifaiah, had celebrated, with all the pomp 
of Oriental metaphor, the return of the virgirt, 
the fall of the ferpent, the approaching birth 
of a godlike child, the offspring of the great 
Jupiter, who fliould expiate the- guilt of human 
kind, and govern the peaceful univerfe with 
the virtues of his father ; the rife and appearance 
of an heavenly race, a primitive nation through- 
out the world ; and the gradual reftoration of 
the innocence and felicity of the golden age. 
The poet was perhaps unconfcious of the fecret 
fenfe and obje6l of thefe fublime predi6lions^ 
which have been fo unworthily applied to the 
infant fon of a conful, or a triumvir^': but if 
a more fplendid, and indeed fpecious, interpre- 
tation of the fourth eclogue contributed to the 
qonverfion of the firfl Chriftian Emperor, Vir- 



^ See Confiantin. Orat. ad Sandlos, c. 199 20. He chiefly dependt 

on a myfterious acrofticy compofed in the fixth age after the Deluge 

, by the Erythraean Sybil, and tranflated by Cicero into Latin. Tht 

initial letters of the thirty-four Greek verfes form this prophetic fei^ 

tence : Jesus Chiust, Son of God, Saviour of the World. 

^ In his paraphrafe of Virgil, the Emperor has frequently affifted 
and improved the literal fenfe of the Latin text. See Blondel dea 
Sybilles, I. i. c. 14, 15, 16. 

^' The different claims of an elder and younger fon of Pollio, of 
Julia, of Drufus, of Marcellus, are foimd to be incompatible with 
chronology, hiftory, and the good fenfe of Virgil. 
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gfl may deferve to be ranked among the moil chap* 
fuccefsful miffiongiries of the gofpel *\ . ^^' ^ 

The awful myfteries of the Chriftian faith Devotion 
and woiihip were concealed from the eyes of ^*^p™* 
llrangersy and even of catechumens, with an conftan- 
afie6ied fecrecy, which ferved to excite their *>^* 
wonder and curiofity ^^ But the fevere rules of 
difcipline which the prudence of the bilhops had 
inilituted, were relaxed by the fame prudence in 
favour of an Imperial profelyte, whom it was fo 
important to allure, by every gentle condefcen- 
fion, into the. pale of the church ; and Conftan- 
tine was permitted, at leail by a tacit difpen- 
fation, to enjoy moft of the privileges, before 
he had contra6led any of the obligations, of a 
Chriftian. Inftead of retiring from the con- 
gregation, when the voice of the deacon dif- 
mifled the profane multitude, he prayed with 
the faithful, difputed with the bifhops, preached 
on the moft fublime and intricate fubjedts of 
theology, celebrated with facred rites the vigil 
of Eafter, and publicly declared himfelf, not 
only a partaker, but, in fome meafure, a prieft 

m 

^' See Lowth de Sacra Poefi Hebraeorum Praele^. xxL p. 989— 

«93. In the examination of the fourth eclogue, the refpeifUble 

" Biihop of London has difplayed learning, tafte, ingenuity, and a 

temperate enthufiafm, which exalts his fancy without degrading his 

judgment. 

^^ The diftindlion between the public and the fecret parts of diving 
fervice, the mtjfa catecbumenorumi and the mijfa fidelium^ and the 
myfterious vfil which piety or policy had caft over the latter, are very 
judicioufly explained by Thiers, Expofition du Saint Sacrement. 1. i. 
f. 8— I a. p. 59 — 9i»: but as, on this fubjeA, thePapifts may reafon- 
ably be fufpe^ed, a Protefiant. reader will depend with more confi* 
denct 00 the learned 9uigliam. Antiquities, 1. x. C' 5. 

and 
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ancl hierophant of the Chriftito myfteries^^ 
The pride of Conftantine might aflumey and his^ 
fervices had deferved, fbme extrstordinary di& 
tin6tion : an ill-timed rigour might have blafted 
the unripened fruits of his converfion ; sind if 
the doors of the church had been ftri6lly clofed 
againft a prince who had deferted the attars of 
the gods, the mailer of the empire would have 
been left deilitute of any form of religious 
worfliip. In his laft vifit to Rome, he pioufly 
diiclaimed and infulted the fuperftition of his 
anceftors, by refuting to lead the military pro- 
ceifion of the equeilrian order, and to oflfcr 
the public vows to the Jupiter of the Capito- 
Kne Hill*^ Many years before his baptifm: 
and death, Conftantine had proclaimed to the 
world, that neither his perfon nor his image 
ffaould ever more be feen within the walls of 
an idolatrous temple; while he diftributed 
through the provinces a variety of medals and 
pi&ures, which reprefented the Emperor in 
an humble and fujppliant poflure of Chriftian 
devotion ^. 
Debt/ of The pride of Conftantine, who refufed the pri* 
^thef? vileges of a catechumen, cannot eafily be ex- 
proach of plained or excufed ; but the delay of his baptifm 
^*^* may be juftified by the maxims and the prai£Hce 
of ecclefiaftical antiquity. The facrament of 

^"^ See Eufebius m Vit. Conft. l.iv. c. 15— 3^1. ;ttidthe whole tenor 
of Confiantine's Sermon, The faith and devotion of the £mpenor 
ii48 ^rniihed Baroaiile with a fpecious aigpnent in favour of his 
early baptiibi, 

^' Zofunus, LiLp. 105.. ^ 

f £ufebiu8 in Yit. ConfUat. 1. iv. c* Z5> z6. 

baptifin 
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l)aptifiti^' was regularly adminiftered by the bifhop chap. 
bitnfelf, with his affiftant clergy, in the cathedral ,J^^^ , 
church of the diocefe, during the fifty days 
between the folemn feftivals of Eafter and Pen- 
tecoft; and this holy term admitted- a numerous 
band of infants and adult perfons into the bofom 
of the church. The difbretion of parents often 
fufpended, the baptifm of their children till they 
could underftand the obligations which they con- 
tra6led ; the feverity of ancient bifliops exa6led 
from the new Converts a noviciate of two or three 
years ; and the catechumens therafelves, from 
different motives of a temporal or afpiritual na- 
ture, were feldom impatient to affume the cha- 
ra6ler of perfect and initiated Chriftians. The 
facrament of baptifm was fupp#fed to contain a 
full and abfolute expiation of fin, and the foul 
was inftantly reftored to its original purity, and 
entitledtothepromifeofeternalfalvation. An^ong 
the profelytes of Chriftianity, there were many 
. who judged it imprudent to precipitate a falutary 
rite, which could not be repeated; to throw away 
an ineflimable privilege, which oould never be 
recovered. By the delay of their baptifm, they . 
could venture freely to indulge their paflions in 



*7 Tiie theory and- pra<5lice of antiquity, with regard to the fucra- 
jnent of baptifm, have been copioufly explained by Dom. Chat-don,. 
Hilt, des Sacremens, torn. i. p. 3 — ^405 ; Dom. Martenne, de Riti- 
bus Eccleiise Antiquis, torn. i. ; and by Bingham,^ in the tenth and 
eleventh books of his Chriflian Antiquities. One circumftance may^ 
be obferved, in which the modern churches have materially departed 
from the ancient cuftom. ' The facrament of baptifm (even when it was 
adminiftered to infants) was Immediately followed by cohfirmatiott 
and the holy communion. 

VOL. Ill, T the 



174 THE DECLINE AN0 FALL 

CHAP* tlie enjoyments of this world, while they ftill rc- 
^_ . tftined in their own liands the means of a fure 
and eafy abfdution^^ Tlie fublime theory of the 
gofpel had made a much fainter impreflion on the 
heart than on the underllanding of Conftantine 
liimfelf. He purftied the great object of his am« 
bition through the dark and bloody paths of war 
atid policy j and after the vifilory, he abandoned 
himielf, without moderation, to the abufe of hi» 
fortune^ Inftead of aflerting his juft iiiperi<»ity 
above the imperfe6t heroifm and profane pbilo^ 
fopby of Trajan and the Antonines^ thfe mature 
ageofConftantine forfeited the reputaticm which 
he bad acquired in his youth. As he gradually 
advanced in the knowledge of truth, he propor- 
tionably declined in the practice of virtue j and 
the fame year of hi* reign in which he convened 
thecouncilof Nice, was polluted by theexecution, 
or rather murder, of his eldeft fim. This date i* 
alone fufficient to refute the ignorant and mali« 

** The father*, who ceniiu^ this criminal delays could not deny 
iibe certain and vi^Hnriotm efficacy even of a death bed baptifou Tlie 
kigemeus rhetoric of Chryfofim could find only three ai^gfuments 
againft thefe prudent Chriftians. i. That we fhould love and purfue 
virtue for her own fake, and not merely for the reward. 2. That 
we may be furprifed by death without an opportunity of baptlfin. 
3. That although we (hall be placed in heaven, we ihall only twinkle 
like litde ftars, when compofed to the fiins c^ righteoufiiefs who have 
nm their appointed oourfe with labour, wkh fucceis, and with gkty- 
ChryfoAom in Spift* ad HebriMK, Homi2% xiii« apod Qiardoa, H^ 
det Sacfcmefit^ tora* i* p« 49* I beMeve that thia delay of bapiifiBr 
thottgk attended with the mofi pemidont confequences, was^ never eofr> 
demned by any g^tteral or provincial couseily or by any pubMc a^ or 
dechratton of the church^ The atta} of die biihops wa» ei^yy IdndM 
en nuAch ftightcr occafiow. 

cioud 
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cioiis fuggeftions of Zofimu^*% who ^flSrmSj that c H a P. 
after the death of Cri(J)us, the remorfe of his fa- ^ ^^ 
ther accepted from the minifters of Chriftianity 
the eKpiation which he had vainly folicited from 
the Pagan pontiffs. At the time of the death of 
Criipusij the Emperor could no longer hefitarte in 
the chcjdce of a religion ) he cduld no longer be 
ignorant that the church waS pofleflfed of an in^ 
fallible remedy, though he chofe to defer thd 
application of it, till th6 approach of death had 
removed the temptation and danger of a relapfe^ 
The biftiops, whom he fummoned in his lall 
illnefs to the palace of Nicomedia, were edified 
by the fervour with which he requefted aijd re-* 
ceived the facrament of baptifm, by the folfemil 
proteftation that the remainder of his life (hould 
be worthy of a difciple of Chrift^ and by his hum* 
ble refufal to wear the Imperial purple after he 
bad been clothed in the white garmetit of a Neo-* 
pbyte. The example and reputaticrn of Conftan* 
tine feemed to countenance the delay of bap^ 
tifm ^^ Future tyrants were encdnraged to be- 
lieve, that the innocent blood which they might 
filed in a long reign would inftantly be w^fhed 
arway in the waters of regeneration : and the abufe 
of religion dangeroufly Undermined the founda- 
tions of moral virtue^ 

^ Zofimus* 1. U. p. I04* For this difingemious falTehood lie ka« 
deferted and experieneed the harfheft treatment from all the eccl9* 
fiailical wrkers, except Cardinal Baronius (A.D. 324. N' 15 — %9)^ 
who had occafion to employ the infidel on a particular fervice againit 
the Arian Eufebius. 

Eufebittsy 1. W, c. 61, 6a;, 63. The Bifhop of Csefarea fuppofet 
the falvatioa of Conilantine with the moft perfe^ confidence. 

T 2 The 
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The gratitude of the church has exalted th^ 
virtues and excufed the failings of a generous 
Propaga- patron, who feated Chriftianity on the throne of 
ChriftL ^^^ Roman world ; and the Greeks, who cele- 
ity. brate the feftival of the Imperial faint, feldom 

mention the name of Conftantine without adding 
the title x>f equal to the Apqfiles'". Such a com- 
parifon, if it allude to the chara6ler of thofe di- 
vine miffionaries, mull be imputed to the extra- 
vagance of impious flattery. But if the parallel 
be confined to the extent and number of their 
evangelic vi6lories, the fuccels of Conftantine 
might perhaps equal that of the Apoftles them- 
felves. By the edi6ls of toleration, he removed 
the temporal difadvantages which had hitherto 
retarded the progrefs of Chriftianity ; and its 
adlive and numerous minifters received a free 
. permiflion, a liberal encouragement, to recom- 
mend the falutary truths of revelation by every 
argumentwhich could affe6l the reafonor piety of 
mankind. The exa6l balance of the two religions 
continued but a moment ; and the piercing 
eye of ambition and avarice foon difcovered, 
that the profeflion of Chriftianity might contri- 
bute to the intereft of the prefent, as well as of a 
future life'*. The hopes of wealth and honours, 
the example of an Emperor, his exhortations, his 

• '' See Tillemont, Hift. des Empereurs, torn. iv. p. 429. The 
Greeks^ the Ruffians, and, in the darker ages, the Latins them^ 
felves, have been defirous of placing Conftantine in the catalogue* 
of faints. 

'^ See the third and fourth books of his life. He was accnftomed 
to fay, that whether Chrift was preachsd in pretencei or in truth, he 
ihould ftill rejoice (1. iii. c. 58.). 

16 irrefiftible 
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irrefiftible fmiles, diffufed conviction among the chap. 
venal and obfequious crowds which ufually fill ^' ^^ 
the apartments of a palace. The cities which 
iignalized a forward zeal, by the voluntary de- 
ftru6lion of their temples, were diftinguiftied 
by municipal privileges, and rewarded \*ith 
popular donatives ; and the new capital of the 
JEaft gloried in the Angular advantage, that ' 
Conftantinople was never profaned by the wor- 
Ihip of idols ". As the lower ranks of fociety 
are governed by imitation, the converfion ot 
thofe who pofleffed any eminence of birth, of 
power, or of riches, was foon followed by de- 
pendent multitudes'*. The ialvation of the 
common people was purchafed at an eafy rate, 
if it be true, that, in one year, twelve thoufand 
men were baptifed at Rome, befides a propor- 
tionable number of women and children; and 
that a white garment, with twenty pieces of 
gold, had been promifed by the Emperor to - 

73 M. de Tillemont (Hift. des Empereurs, torn. iv. p. 374. 616.) 
has defended, with ftrength and fpirit, the virgin purity of Con- 
ftantinople againft fome malevolent infmuations of the Pagan 
^fimus. ' 

^* The author of the Hiftoire Politique et Philofophique des deux 
Indes (torn. i. p. 9.) condemns a law of Cpnftantine, which gave 
freedom to all the flaves who ihould embrace Chriftianity. The Em- 
peror did indeed publiih a law, which reflrained the Jews from cir-^ 
cunacifing, perhaps from keeping any Chriftian flaves (fee Eufeb, 
in Vit, Conilant. 1. iv. c. 47- and Cod. Theod. 1. xvi. tit. ix. with 
Godefroy's Commentary, tom. vi. p. 247«)- But this imperfe<SV ex- 
ception related only to the Jews; and the great body of flaves who 
were the property of Chriftian or Pagan mafters, could not improve 
their temporsi condition by changing their religion. I am ignorant 
by what guides the Abb^ Raynal was deceived ; as the total abfence 
of quotations is the unpardonable blemifh of his entertaining 
hii^ry, 

T 3 every 



ft^S THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, every convert ^K The powerful influencle of 
^ , Conftantine was not circumfcribed by the nar- 
row limits of his life, or of his dominions. The 
education which he bellowed on his fons and 
nephews, fecured to the empire a race of princes^ 
whbfe faith was ftill more lively and fincere, 
as they imbibed, in their earlieft infancy, the 
fpirit or at lead the dodlrine of Chriftianity. 
War and commerce had fpread the knowledge 
of the gofpel beyond the confines of the Roman 
provinces; and the Barbarians, who had difr 
dained an humble and profcribed fe&j fooB 
learned to efteem a religion which had been 
fo lately embraced by the greateil monarch, 
and the moil civilized nation of the globe ^^ 
The Goths and Germans, who 6nlifted under 
the ilandard of Rome, revered the crofs whidi 
glittered at the head of the legions, and their 
fierce countrymen received at the fame time 
the leflbns of faith and of huqianity. The kings 
of Iberia and Armenia worfliipped the God of 



» See A^a S^\ Silvdbi, and IM. Scclef. Nicepkor. Callift. L m. 
c. 34* ap. Baronium Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 334» N^ 67. 74. Such 
evidence is contemptibk enoug^h ; but thefe cifcumftaaeet are in t]iem« 
ielves fo probable, that the learned Efr. Howell (Hiibry qf the Worl^ 
vol. iii. p. 14.) has not fcrty^^led t^ adopt them. 

'^ The converfion of the Barbarians under the reign of Conftantine 
is celebrated by the ecdeiiaftical hiftorians (See Sozomen^ L ii« c« 6« 
and Theodoret, 1. i. c. 43, 24.). But Rufinus, the Latin tranilatorof 
Eufebiusy deferves to be coniidered as an original aythority. His 
information was curioufly colle6ied from one of the companions of the 
Apoftle of ^Ethiopia, and from Bacurius, an Iberian prince, who was 
count oi the domefhcs. Father Mamachi has given an ample compi- 
Jatipn on the progifefs qf Chriftianity, in the firft and fecond volume* 
of his great bu^ imperfe^ work. 

their 
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their prote3;or; and their fubjefts, who have chap. 
invariably preferved the Bame of Chriftians, '^^^ 
£>on formed a facred and perpetual conne3:ion 
with their Roman brethren. The Chriilians of 
Periia were fufpefiled^ in time of war, of pre- 
ferring their religion to their country; but as 
long as peace fubfifted between the two empires, 
the peifecuting fpirit of the M^gi v/as effec- 
tually reilrained by the interpofitien of Con- 
ilantine ">. The rays of th^ Gofpel illuminated 
the coaft of India. The colonies of Jews, who 
had penetrated into Arabia ;and Ethiopia ^% 
^pofed the progrefs of Cbriflianity $ but the 
labour of the mi0ionaries was in fome meafure 
facilitated by a previous knowledge of the Mofaic 
revelation:; and Abyfflnia ftiU reveres the me- 
mory of Frumentius, who, in the time of Con- 
ftantine, devoted his life to the converfion of 
thofe fequeflered regions. Under the reign of 
his ibh Conftantius, Theophilus '% who was him^ 
felf of Jndian e:^tra6lion, was invefted with the 
idouble chara^r of ambaflador and bifhop. 

77 See in £^febiu8 (in Vlt, Co^ftant^ l.iv. c« 9.) the preipng an4 
pathetic epifUe of Conftantine in favour of his Chriftian brethren €^ 
Periia. 

^ See Bofiuigey Hift. des Ji^ifsy torn. viL p« |8a. torn. viii. p« ^^^^ 
tonuix. p. 8zo. The curious diligence of this writer purfues the 
JemOi exiles to the extremkies of the globe. 

^ Theophiliis had been given in his infancy as a hoftage by hif 
eonntTTmen of the ifle of Diva» and was educa^ted by the Romans in 
learning and piety* The Maldives^ of which Male, or Divay may 
be the capkal^ are §, chifter of 19Q0 or ftooo mtnute iilapd^ in th« 
Indian ocean* The ancient9 were imperfedlly acquainted with the 
Maldives ; but they are defcribed in the two Mahometan travellers 
of the BiBth centvryt pubfiflied by Rentudot. Geogri4>h. Jf nbtenfis^^ 
p- SOf SI* D'Hefbelet Bibliorheque Orientaky p. 704. Uift. 0&> 
^odlfi des Voyagesy tpm* viii^ 

T 4 H^ 
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c H A P. He embarked on the Red Sea with two huir* 

XX. 

dred hoifes of the pureft breed of Cappadocia, 
which were fent by the Emperor to the prince 
of the Sabaeans, or Homerites. Theophilus 
was entrufted with many other ufeful or curious 
prefents, which might raife the admiration, and 
conciliate the friendlhip, of the Barbarians ; and 
he fuccefsfuUy employed feveral years in a paf- 
toral vilit to the churches of the torrid zone *°. 
Change of The irrefiftible power of the Roman emperors 
the nation- ^^g (Jifplayed in the important and dangerous 
' change of the national religion. The terrors 
of a military force filenced the faint and un- 
fupported murmurs of the Pagans, and there 
was reafon to expe6l, that the cheerful fub- 
miffion of the Chriftian clergy, as well as people,^ 
would be the refult of confcience and gratitude. 
It was long fince eftablifhed, as a fundamental 
maxim of the Roman conftitution, that every 
rank of citizens was alike fubjedl: to the laws, 
and that the care of religion was the right as 
well as duty of the civil magiftrate. Conftan- 
tine and his fucceffors could not eafily perfuade 
themfelves that they had forfeited, by their 
converfion, any branch of the Imperial prero* 
gatives, or that they were incapable of giving 
laws to a religion which they had prote6ted and 
embraced. The emperors ftill continued to 
AJ). exercife a fupreme jurifdi6lion over the eccle- 
3i»— 438. liaftical order ; and the fixteenth book of the 

# ^ Philoftorgius, 1. iii. c. 4, 5, 69 with Godefroy*8 learned obferva- 
tions. The hiilorical narrative is -foon loft in an inquiry cpnceming 
the feat of paradife> ftrange monfters> &c* 

Theodofiaa 
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Theodofian code reprefents, under a variety of cth AP. 
titles, the authority which they affumed in the ^^^-^ 
government of the Catholic church. 

But the diftinftion of the fpiritual and tempo- DiftuKftion 
ral powers^', which had never been impofed on ^l^^l^* 
the free,fpirit of Greece and Rome, was intro- temporal 
duced and confirmed by the legal eliablifhment P°^^** 
of Chriilianity. Tlie office of fupreme pontiff, 
which, from the time of Numa to that of Au- 
guftus, had always been exercifed by one of the 
Uioft eminent of the fenators, was at length . 
united to the Imperial dignity. The firft ma- 
giftrate of the Hate, as often as he was prompted 
by fuperftition or policy, performed with his own 
hands the facerdotal functions ^* ; nor was there 
any order of priefts, either at Rome or in the 
provinces, who claimed a more facred chara6ter 
among men, or a more intimate communication 
with the Gods. But in the ChriHian churchy 
which entrufts the fervice of the altar to a per- 
petual fucceflion of confecrated miniflers, the 
monarch, whofe fpiritual rank is lefs honourable 
than that of the meaneft deacon, was feated 
below the rails of the fan6luary, and confounded 
with the reft of the faithful multitude '\ The ' 

Emperor 

^* See the epiftle of Ofius, ap. Athanafium, vol. i. p. 840. The 
public remonflrance which Ofius was forced to addrefs to the fbiif 
contained the fame principles of ecclefiaitical and civil governmentf 
which he had fecretly iniliiled into the mind of the father. 

*•* M. de la Bailie (Memoires de 1' Academic des Infcriptions, torn. xv» 
p. 38 — 61.) has evidently proved, that Auguftus and his fucceffors ex- 
ercifed in perfon all the facred fmidtions of pontifex maximusy or high* 
prieft of the Roman empire. 

®^ Something of a contrary pradlice had infenfibly .prevailed in the 
church of Conilantinople ; but the rigid Ambrofe commanded Theo- 

doiiut 
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CHAP. Emperor might be faluted as the father of bi^ 
^^ people, but he owed a filial duty and reverence 
to the fathers of the church; and the fame 
marks of relpe^t, which Conilantiiie had paid 
to the perfons of faints and confeffora, were 
foon exacted by the pride of the epifcopal 
order '*. A fecret conflidl between the civil and 
ecclefiaflical jurifdi^tions, embarraiTed the ope- 
rations of the Roman government ; and a pious 
Emperor was alarmed by the guilt and danger 
of touching with a profane hand the ark of 
the covenant. The feparadon of men into the 
two orders of the clergy and of the laity was, 
indeed, familiar to many nations of antiquity ; 
and the priefts of India, of Perfia, of Aflyria, of 
Judea, of Ethiopia, of Egypt, and of Gaul, de- 
rived from a celeflial origin the temporal power 
and pofleffions which they had acquired. Thefe 
venerable inflitutions had gradually aflimilated 
themfelves to the manners and government of 
their refpeftive countries^*; but the oppofition 

dofivft to retire below the ridlsy and taught him to know the differsBe« 
between a king and a priefL See Theodorets 1. v. c. i8. 

^ At the table of the Emperor Maximusy Mavtia} Biihop of Totirsi 
feceived the cup from an attendant, and gave it to the preibyter hit 
companion^ before he allowed the Emperor to drink ; the Emprefs 
waited on Martin at table. Sulpicius Severusy in Vit. S^^ Martin^ 
c. 93* and Dialogue ii. 7. Yet it may be doubted, wkether thefe 
eztraor^Bary compliments were paid to the biihop or the faint. The 
honours ufually granted to the former chara^er may be feen in Bing- 
llamas Anttcpities. 1. ii. c. 9. and Vale£ ad Theodoret, U iv. c. 6. See 
the haughty ceremonial which Leoutius, Biihop of Tripoli, impoibd on 
the Emprefs. TiHemont, HHt. des Empereurs, tom« iv. p. 754. Pa- 
tres Apoftol. tom. ii. p. 1 7 9. 

^ Phitarch, in his treatife of His and Ofhisy bforms us, that the 
kings of Egypt, who were not ah^ady priefts, were initiated^ after 
their ek^on, into the fkcerdotal order. 

ir or 
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OT contempt of the civil power ferved to cement CHAP* 
the difcipline pf the primitive church. The .^^ ^ 
Chriftians had been obliged to elefl; their own 
aiagiftratesy to raife and diilribute a peculiar 
revenue, and to regulate the internal policy of 
their republic by a code of laws, which wer^ 
ratified by the confent of the people, and the 
praftice of three hundred years. When Conftan^ 
tine embraced the faith of the Chriftians, h^ 
ieemed to contra6l a perpetual alliance with a 
diftin6t and independent fociety ; and the pri* 
yileges granted or confirmed by that Emperor, or 
)>y his fuccefibrs, were accepted, not as the pre^ 
f^^ious favours of the court, but as the juft and 
inalienable rights of the eqclefiaftical order. 

The Catholic church was adminiftered by th« state of 
^iritual ibd legal jurifdi^ion of eighteen hun, undwd^ 
drQd bifliQp^**; of wham one thoufand werf Chnitian 
feated in the Greek, and eight hundred in the **"p^"* 
Latin, provinces of the empire. The extent 
l^nd boundaries of their relpe^ive diocefes, had 
been varioufly and accidentally decided by the 
;?e^ and faccefs of the firft miflSonaries, by the 
wifhes of the people, and by the propagation of 
the gofpel. Epifcopal churches were clofely 
planted along the, banks of the Nile, on the 
fea-coaft of Africa, in the proeonfular Afia, and 

ginal catalogue ; for the partial lifts of the eaftem churches are c<)inr 
jiarativ^ly iflQ^ei^, The i»tient 4i*ig«*ef rf Ckarhl ft &^® Paolo, 
«f Lvke H^i^ms,^ 9194 ^ 9vn§i^umA hM bAQri«^fly i«y«ftigat04 ^D 
ii» Ej^ifc^ i&m of tK« C%4^1i« ^wcb* wk«;k vm »bQ^ cwapnt n» 
fur^tewithOk^R^BMrnrnpirf^ TMi iwM bMk cvPtb^CMftiaaAtt^ 
tkl^iim k «i Yfff accvrftlQ ipj^p of tyrWafljcdgefigraghy. 

through 
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CHAP* through the fouthern provinces of Italy. Th^ 
, ^ J^ biihops of Gaul and Spain, of Thrace and 
Pontus, reigned over an ample territor}% and 
delegated their rural fufiragans to execute the 
fubordinate duties of the paftoral office ^^ A 
Chriftian diocefe might be fpread over a pro- 
vince, or reduced to a village ; but all the 
bifliops pofleffed an equal and indelible cha- 
ra6ler: they all derived the fame powers and 
privileges from the apoftles, from the people, 
and from the laws. While the civil and military 
profeffions were feparated by the policy of Con- 
ftantine, a new and perpetual order of eccleJU 
qftical minifters^ always relpe6lable, fometimes 
dangerous, was eftablifhed in the church and 
ftate. The important review of their ftation 
and attributes may be diftributed under the 
following heads: L Popular election. IL" Or- 
dination of the clergy. IIL Property. IV. Civil 
jurifdi6lion. V. Spiritual cenfures. VI. Exer- 
cife of public oratory. VII. Privilege of legit 
lative affemblies. 
I. Eieaion I. The freedom of ele6lion fubfifted long after 
4,f biihop.. ^^^ j^g^j eftablifliment of Chriftianity '' ; and the 

^^7 On the fubje<Sl of. the rural bifhops, or Cborepifcopi^ who voted 
in Synods, and conferred the minor orders^ fee Thomaflin> Difcipline 
• de I'Eglifley torn. i. p. 447* &c. and Chardon* Hift. des Sacremens» 
torn. V. p. 595> &c. They do hot appear till the fourth century ; and 
this equivocal character, which had excited the jealoufy of the prelates^ 
was abdiihed before the end of the tenth, both in the Eaft and the 
Weft. 

^^ Thomaffin (Difcipline de I'Egliffe, torn. ii. 1. li. c. i— -8. 
p. 673— 7ai.) has copioufly treated of the election of bimops during 
the five firft centuries, both in the Eaft and in tiie Weft ; but he 
ihews a very partial bias in favour of the epifcopal ariftocracy. Bing- 
ham (l.iv. C.2.) is moderate; and Chardon (Hift. des Sacremensy 
torn. V. p. 108— i:i8.) is very clear and concife. 

fubje6ls 
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fubje6ls of Rome enjoyed in the church the pri- c HAP. 
vilege which they had loft in the republic, of ^^* 
choofing the magiftrates whom they were bound 
to obey. As foon as a bifhop had clofed his eyes^ 
the metropolitan iflued a commiffion to one of 
his fuiFragans to adminifter the vacant fee, and 
prepare within a limited time, the future elec- 
tion. The right of voting was vefted in the in- 
ferior clergy, who were beft qualified to judge of 
the merit of the candidates ; in the fenators or 
nobles of the city, all thofe who were diftinguiihed 
by their rank or property j and finally in the 
whole body of the people, who, on the appointed 
dav, flocked in multitudes from the moft remote 
parts of the diocefe^®, and fometimes filenced, by 
theirtumultuous acclamations, the voice of reafon 
and the laws of difcipline. Thefe acclamations 
might accidentally fix on the head of the moft 
deferving competitor; of fome ancient brelbyter, 
fome holy monk, or fome layman, confpicuous 
for his zeal and piety. But the epifcopal chair 
was folicited, elpecially in the great and opulent 
cities of the empire, as a temporal rather than 
as a fpiritual dignity. The interefted views, the 
felfifh and angry paffions, the arts of perfidy and 
difiimulation, the lecret corruption, the open and 
even bloody violence which had formerly dif- 
graced the freedom of eledlion m the common-* 



*^ Incredibilis multItudo> npn folum ex eo oppido (Tourj)9 fed 
ctiam ex vicinis urbibus ad fuifragia ferenda convenerat) &c. Sulpi- 
ciua Severus, in Vit. Martin, c. 7. The council of Laodicea (canon 
xiii.) prohibits mobs and tumults ; and Juftinian confines the right 
ftf ete^oa ^0 the &obiJit7. NoyeU. cxiuii. i* 

wealths 
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CHAP, wealths of Greece and Rome^ too often iti^ 
y* fluenced the choice of the fucceflbrsof the apoC* 
ties. While one of the c^tididaten boaifted the 
honours of his family, a fecond allured his judges 
by the delicacies of a plentiiul table, and a third, 
more guilty than his rivals, offered to fliare the 
plunder of the church among the accomplices of 
his facrilegious hopes^°. The civil as well as ee- 
clefiaftical laws attempted to exclude the popu-^ 
lace from this folemn and important tranfa6tion« 
The canons of ancient difcipline^ by requiring 
feveral epifcopal qualifications of age, ftation, &c^ 
reftrained in fome meafure the indifcriminate ca- 
price of the eleftors. The authority of the pro- 
vincial bifliops, who were aflembled in the vacant 
church to confecrate the choice of the people^ 
was interpofed to moderate their paffions, and 
to correct their miftakes^ The bifhopa could re- 
fufe to ordain an unworthy candidate, and the rage 
of contending factions fometimes accepted their 
impartial mediation. The fubmiffion^ or the re^ 
Mance, of the clergy and people^ on various oc^ 
caiions, afforded different precedents, which were 
infenfibly converted into poiitive laws, and pro* 
vincial cufloms^* : but it was every where ad- 
mitted, as a fundamental maxim of religious po-< 
Ucy, that no bifhop could be impofed on an ortho-* 
dox church, witliout the confent of its members* 

9^ The epiftles of Sidomus Appollinaris (iv. 15. vii. 5. 9.) exhibit 
tomt of the fcandals of the Gallican church ; and Gaul was lefs po- 
filhed and lefs corrupt than the Eaft. 

^' A Gompromife was ibmetimes intaroduced by law or by confent ; 
either the bifliops or the people chofe one of the tkpM oaadidates wW 
had been named by the other party. 

The 
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The Emperors, m the guardians of the public chap. 
peace, and as the flrft citizens of Rome and Con- ^^ * ^ 
ftantinople, might efte6lually declare theirwifiies 
in the choice of a primate : but thofe abfolute 
monarchs refpefted the freedom of ecclefiaftical 
elections; and while they diftributed and refumed 
the honours of the ftate and army, they allowed 
eighteen hundred perpetual magiftrates to re- 
ceive their important offices from the free fuf- 
frages of the people^. It was agreeable to the 
dictates of juftice, that thefe magiftrates Ihould 
not defert an honourable flation from which they 
could not be removed ; but the wildom of coun- 
cils endeavoured, without much fuccefs, to en- 
force the refidence, and to prevent the tranfla- 
tion of bifliops* The dilcipline of the Weft wa» 
indeed lefs relaxed than that of the Eaft ; but the 
fame paffions which made thofe regulations necef- 
lary, rendered them ineife6tuaL The reproaches 
which angry prelates have fo vehemently urged 
againft each other, ferve only to expofe their com- 
mon guilt, and their mutual indifcretion. 

II. The bilhops alone poffeffed the faculty of n. Ordm- 
Jpiritual generation : and this extraordinary pri- ^i^^*^ 
Tilege might compenfate, in fbme degree, for the 
painful celibacy'^ which was impofed as a virtue^ 

>* AD tie example* quoted by Thomaffin (Difcipfine de TEglife, 
torn. ir. L SL c. 6. p. 704 — 714-) appear to be extraordinaiy adts of 
power, and even of oppreffion. ITie confirmation of the Bifhop of 
Alexandria is mentioned by Philoftor^us as a more regular proceeding 
{mst. Ecclei L ik 2X.> 

s* The celibacy of the clergy during the firft five of fix centuriesy 
is a fubje^ of difcipline, and indeed of controverfyy which has been 1 

tery (filigently examined, $ee in particular Thdmafiin, Difcipfine 

de 
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CHAP, as ;a duty, and at length as a pofitive obligatiot!« 
^^* Tlie religions of antiquity, which eftablilhed a 
feparate order of priefts, dedicated a holy race, a 
tribe or family, to the perpetual fervice of the 
Gods'*. Such inftitutions were founded for pot 
feflion, rather than conqueft. The children of 
the priefts enjoyed, with proud and indolent 
fecurity, their facred inheritance ; and the fiery 
Ipirit of enthufiafm was abated by the cares, the 
pleafures, and the endearments of domeftic life. 
But the chriftian fan6luary was open to every am- 
bitious candidate, who afpired to its heavenly 
promifes, or temporal poffciflions. The office of 
priefts, like that of foldiers or magiftrates, was 
Hrenuoufly exercifed by thofe men, whofe temper 
and abilities had prompted them to embrace the 
ecclefiaftical profeffion, or who had been fele6led 
by a decerning bifliop, as the beft qualified to 
promote the glory and intereft of the church. 
The bifliops'^ (till the abufe was reftrained by 

the 

de I'Eglifey torn. i. 1. ii. c. Ix. Ixi. p. 8S6 — 902. and Bingham's An« 
tiquities, 1. iv. c. 5. By each of thefe learned but partial critics, 
one half of the truth is produced, and the other is concealed. 

^ Diodorus Siculus attefts and approves, the hereditary fuccefCoa 
of the priefthood among the Egyptians, the Chaldeans, and the 
Indians (1. i. p. 84. l.ii^ p. 14a* 15 3« edit. Weffeling). The magi 
are defcribed by Ammianus as a very numerous family : << Per fxcula 
<< multa ad prsfens un4 eademque profapia multitudo creata, Deo- 
<' rum cultibus dedicata" (xxiii. 6.). Aufonius celebrates' the Stirps 
Druidarum (De Ph)feflbrib. Burdigal. iv.) ; but we may infer fnin 
the remark of Caefar (vi. 13.), that in the Celtic hierarchy, fome joora 
vi;as left for choice and emulation. 

^ The fubjedl of the vocation, ordination, obedience, &c. of the 
clergy, is laborioufly difcufled by Thomaflin (Difcipline de I'Eglife, 
tom. ii. p. I — 83.) and Bingham (in the 4th book of his Antiqui- 
ties, more efpecially the 4th, 6th, and 7th chapters}. When the 

brother 
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tlie prudence of the laws) might conftrain the chap. 
relu6lant, and prote6l the diftreffed ; and the ,_^^ 
impofition of hands for ever bellowed fome of 
the moft valuable privileges of civil fociety. 
The whole body of the Catholic clergy, more 
numerous perhaps than the legions, was ex- 
empted by the emperors from all fervice, private 
or public, all municipal offices, and all perfonal 
taxes and contributions, which preffed on their 
fellow-citizens with intolerable weight ; and the 
duties of their holy profeffion were accepted as 
a full difcharge of their obligations to the re- 
public ^^ Each biihop acquired an abfolute 
and indefeaiible right to the perpetual obe- 
dience of the clerk whom he ordained : the 
clergy of each epifcopal church, with its de- 
pendent parifties, formed a regular and perma- 
nent fociety; and the cathedrals of Conftanti- 
nople ^' and Carthage ^* maintained their pecu- 
liar 

brother of St. Jerom was ordained in Cyprusy the deacons forcibly 
Hopped his mouth, left he (hould make a folenm proteftation, which 
might invalidate the holy rites. 

^ The charter of immunities, which the clergy obtained from the 
Chriftian emperors, is contained in the i6th book of the Theodofian 
code ; and is illuftrated with tolerable candour by the learned Godefroy, 
whofe mind was balanced by the oppoiite prejudices of a civilian and 
a proteftant. 

^ Juftinlan, Novell, ciii. Sixty prefbyters, or priefts, one hun- 
dred deacons, forty deaconefles, ninety fub-deacons, one hundred and 
ten readers, twenty-five chanters, and one hundred door-keepers ; in 
all, five himdred and twenty-five* This moderate number was fixed 
by the Emperor, to relieve the diftreis of the church, which had 
been involved in debt and ufury by the expence of a much higher 
eftabliihment. 

9"^ Univerfus clcrus ecclefiac Carthaginienfis . • . fere quingenti vel 
amplius; inter quos quamplurimi erant ledtores infantuli. Vi<Sl(nr 
Yitenfis, de Perfecut. Vandal, v. 9* p. 78* edit Ruinart. This 

VOL, ni. u rsnyuint 
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c tt A P. Kar €fftablilhtnent of five hundred ecclefiailicat 
.^ ^^* , minifters. Their r*nks'« and numbers were' 
infenfibly multiplied by the liiperftition of the 
times, which introduced into the church the 
^lendrd ceremonies of a Jewiih or Pagan tern- 
pie J and a long train of priefts, deacons, fub-^ 
deacons, acolythe^j e^orcifts, readers, fingers, 
and door-keepersj contributed, in their reQjec-- 
tive (Utions, to fWell the pomp and harmony 
of religious worfliipr The elerifeai Biame and 
privilege were extended to many pious frater- 
nities, who devoutly fupported the eccldSafl:ical 
throne "°. Six hundred parabokcni, or adven- 
turers, vifited the fick at Alexandria ; eleven 
hundred copiaM^ or grav^iggersy buried llie 
dead at Conftantinople j and the fwarms of 
monks, who arole from the Nile, ^erQ>read 
and darkened the face of the Chriftiatt world, 
m. Pro- III. Tlie edi€t of Milan feeured the revenue 
P^*!J'" as well as the peace of the church '°V The 
Chriftians not only recovered the lands and 
houfes of which they had been ilripped by the 

reinftaflt df a' more profperous ftate fWbfifted utrder the 6!>preffion of 
&e Vandals. 

" 'this: iHrniber xAfe'ven orders \is& been'fbtfed ill the Latin church, 
exclufivc of the ejjifcopal chara^tt^. But the fotir Inferfor ranks, the 
minor orders, are now reduced to empty and ufelefs titles. 

'°° See God. TheodoT. 1. xvi. tit. %. leg. 42, 43. Godefroy's Com- 
mentaJ^, and the EccleTiaftJcal Hiftely of Alexandria, fhew the danger 
6f thefe pious irfftJtutions, which ojften difturbed the peace of that 
tt^utent capital. 

'°* The edia of Milan (de^ M.P. c.48.) acknowledges, by reciting, 
that there exifted a fl)edes of landed property, ad jus corporis eorum, 
id eft, eccleliarum non hominum fmgulorum pertinentia. Such a 
fotemn declaration of the fufrtme magiftrate muft have beefe teceived 
fe ftll the tribtmals as a m^m of dvH law. 

perfe* 
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Ji^rfecuting laws of Diocletian, but they acquired CHAP* 
a perfect title to all the poffeffions which they , ^^ 
had hitherto enjoyed by the connivance of the 
magiftrate. As foon as Chriftiatiity became the 
religion of the Emperor and the empire, the 
national clergy might claim a decent and ho- 
nourable maintenance : and the payment of an 
annual tax might have delivered the people 
from the more oppreffive tribute, which fuper- 
ilition impofes on her votaries. But as the 
wants and expences of the church increafed 
with her profperity, the ecclefiaftical order was 
ftill fupported and enriched by the voluntary 
oblations of the faithful. Eight years after the 
edi6l of Milan, Conjftantine granted to all his AJ).ja|. 
fubjedls the free and univerfal permiffion of be- 
queathing their fortunes to the holy Catholic 
church '°*; and their devout liberality, which 
during their lives was checked by luxury or 
avarice, flowed with a profufe ftream at the hour 
of their death. The wealthy Chriflians were 
encouraged by the example of their fovereign* 
An abfolute monarch, who is rich without pa- 
trimoiiy, may be charitable without merit; and 
Conftantine too eafily believed that he fliould 
purchafe the favour of Heaven, if he maintained 
the idle at the expence of the induftrious ; and 
diftributed among the faints the wealth of the 
republic. The fame meffenger who carried over 

*°' Habeat unufquifque licentiam fan(5liffim<5 Catholicae {ecclefia) 
Tcnefabilique concilio, deccdens bonorum quod optavit relinquere. 
Cod. Theodof. 1. xvi. tit. ii leg 4. This law was publiflied at Rome* 
A.D. 341, at a time when Conftantine might forefee tJie probability 
«f a rapture with the Emperor of the Eaft. 
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to Africa the head of Maxentius, might be efi* 
trufted with an epiflle to Caecilian, Bilhop of 
Carthage. The Emperor acquaints him, that 
the treafurers of the province are directed ta 
pay into his hands the fum of three thoufand 
JblleSj or eighteen thoufand pounds llerling, and 
to obey his farther requifitions for the relief of 
the churches of Africa, Numidia, and Maurita- 
nia '°^ The liberality of Conftantine increafed 
in a juft proportion to his faith, and to his vices. 
He affigned in each city a regular allowance of 
corn, to fupply the fund of ecclefiaftical charity, 
and the perfons of both fexes who embraced the 
monadic life, became the peculiar favourites of 
their fovereign. The Chriftian temples of An- 
tioch, Alexandria, Jerulklem,Conftantinople, &c. 
dilplayed the oftentatious piety of a prince, am- 
bitious in a declining age to equal the perfe6l 
labours of antiquity '°^ The form of thefe re- 
ligious edifices was fimple and oblong ; though 
they might fometimes fwell into the fliape of a 
dome, and fometimes branch into the figgre of 
a crofs. The timbers were framed for the moft 
part of cedars of Libanus; the roof was covered 

'"^ Eufebius, Hift. Ecclef. 1. x. 6. in Vit. Conftantln. Liv. c.ag. 
He repeatedly expatiates on the liberality of the ChrilHan hero, 
which the bilhop himfelf had an opportunity of knowing, and even of 
tailing. 

'=* Eufebius, Hift. Ecclef. 1. x. c. a, 3, 4. The Bifhop of Cafarea, 
who ftudied and gratified the tafte of his mailer, pronounced in 
public an elaborate defcription of the church of Jeruialexn (in Vit. 
Conf. I. iv. c. 46.). It no longer exiils, but he has inferted in the 
life of Conilantine (1. iii. c. 36.), a fliort account of the architedure and 
' ornaments. He likewife mentions th« churck of the Holy Apoflles at 
Conilantinople (l.iv. c. 59.). 

witfe 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 



^93 



%ith tiles, perhaps of gilt brafs ; and the walls, .c H AB. 
the columns, the pavement, were incrufted with ^ ^- 
variegated marbles. The moft precious orna- 
ments of gold and filver> of filk and gems, were 
profufely dedicated to the fervice of the altar ;, 
and this fpecious magnificence was fupported on 
the folid and perpetual bafis^ of landed property. 
In the fpace of two centuries, from the reign of 
Conftantine to that of Juilinian, the eighteen 
hundred churches of the empire were enriched 
by the frequent and unalienable gifts of th€ 
prince and people. An annual income of fix 
hundred pounds fl:erling may be reafonably af- 
figned to the bifliops, who were placed at an 
equal difl:ance between riches and poverty '°% 
but the ftandard of their wealth infenfibly Toik . 
with the dignity and opulence of the cities which 
they governed. An authentic but imperfedl '"^ 
rent-roll fpecifies fome houfes,fliops, gardens,and. 
farms, which belonged to the three Bajilicce of 
Rome, St. Peter, St. Paul, and St. John Lateran, 
in the provinces of Italy, Africa, and the Eafl^^. 
They produce, befides a referved rent of oil, 
linen, paper, aromatics, &c. a clear annual re- 
venue of twenty-two thoufand pieces of gold, or 

*^* Siee Juftmian. Novell; cxxiii. 3. The revenue of the patriarchs, 
and the moft wealthy bifhops,- is not exprefled : the higheft annual 
valuation of a bifhopric is ftated at thirty^ and the loweft at t^o^ 
pounds of gold ; the medium might be taken zt^xteen^ but thefe 
valuations are much below the real value. 

'«^ See Baronius (Ann^. Ecclef. A. D. 324. N° 58. 6$. 70, 71.). 
Every record which comes from the Vatican is juftly fufpedted; 
yet thefe rent-rolls have an ancient and authentic colour ; and it is 
at leaft evident, that, if forged, they were forged in a period when 
Jarmsi not kingdoms^ wer^ the objefts of papal avarice. 
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CHAP, twelve thoufand pounds flerling. In the age of 
^^* Conftantine and Juftinian, the bifliops no longer 
poflefled, perhaps they no longer deferved, the 
unfufpe^ting confidence of their clergy and 
people. The ecclefiaftical revenues of each 
dioceie were divided into four parts ; for the 
refpedlive ufes, of the bifliop hinifelf, of his 
inferior clergy, of the poor, and of the public 
worfhip ; and the abufe of this facred truft was 
ftriaiy and repeatedly checked '""K The patri- 
mony of the church was ftill fubje6l to all the 
public impofitions of the ftate '^. The clergy 
of Rome, Alexandria, Theflalonica, &c. might 
folicit and obtain fome partial exemptions ; but 
the premature attempt of the great council of 
Rimini, which afpired to univerfal freedom, 
was fuccefsfuUy refilled by the fon of Con- 
fl;antine ''^. 

IV. The 

*°7 See ^homafiiiiy Difcipline de I'Eglifey toin.iii. 1. ii. c. 13, X4| 
15. p. 689 — 706. The legal divifion of the ecclefiaftical revenue 
does not appear to have been eftabliihed in the time of Ambrofe 
and Chryfoftom. Simplicius and Gelafius, who were bifhops of 
Rome in the latter part of the fifth century, mention it in their paf' 
toral letters as a general law* which was already confinned by the 
cuftom of Italy. 

*^ ' Ambrofe, the moft ftrenuous aflerter of ecclefiaftical privil^es, 
fubmits without a murmur to the payment of the land-tax. *« Si 
*^ tributum petit Imperator, non negamus ; agri ecclefis folvunt 
<* tributum ; folvimus quae funt Csefaris Cselari, & quae funt Dei 
<< Deo: tributum Caefaris eft ; non^negatur." Baronius labours to 
interpret this tribute as an a^ of charity rather than of duty (AnnaL 
Ecclef. A. D, 387.) ; but the words, if not the intnitions of Ambrofey 
iiTe more candidly explained by Thomailin, Difcipline de l'£glife» 
tom. iii. 1. i. c. 34. p. »68. 

'"'^ In Ariminenfe fynodo fuper ecclefianim & clericorum privile- 
giis tra6hit^ habito, ufque eo difpofitio progrefia eft, ut juga que 
viderentur ad ecclefiam pertinere, a public^ fundtione ceftarent in- 
^uietudine defiftente ; quod noftra videtur dudum landtio repulfifle* 

Cod, 
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IV.. The X'atin clergy, who ereflked their tri- c ha p. 
bun^l on the ruins of the civil and common law, ^• 
iiave modeftiy aoeepted, as the gift of Conftsm- iv. civil 
tine "% the independent |urifdi6lion, ^which .was junfdic- 
ihe fruit of time, of accident^ and of their own '^^^' 
indaftry. JBut the liberality of the Chriftian 
einp^rors h^d,^uaHy endowed tbeai with fome 
legal prerogatives, which fecured and dignified 
the facerdotal chaxadler % i. Under a defpotic 
government, the bifliops alone enjoyed and af- 
ferted the ineflimable privilege of being tried 
/Only by their peer$; and even in a capital accu* 
fation, a fynod q( their brethren were the fole 
judges of their guilt or innocence. Such a tri- 
J)Urjal, unlefs it was inflamed by perfpnal refent- 

Cod. Theod. 1. xVi. tit. ii. leg. 15. Had the fynod <^ Rimini carried 
^is point, fuch pradicai merit might have atoned for fome Ipeculativc 
ttfrefies. 

"" From Eufebius (m Vit. Conflant, 1. iv. c. a 7.) and Sozomtu 
{1. i, c. 9.) we aj;p afluped that the epifcopal jurifdi^ion was ex- 
tended and confirmed by Conllantine ; but the forgery of a famous 
^di<5l> which was sever fairly inserted in the Theodofian Code (fee 
St the .end^ torn. vi. p. 303.)» is demonftrated by Godefroy in the 
moft fatisfa<5^ory mapaner. It is ibange that M. de Montefquieu, who 
was a lawyer as well as a philoibpher, ihould allege this edi^ c^ 
ConAatttiae (E^Mit des Ipjx, l.xxix. c. 16.) without intimating Any 
^fpicion. 

'" The iubje^ x>f eccleliaftical jurifdi<flion has been involved in a 
null of palBon, ci prejudice^ aiKl of interefi. Two of the fakeft 
|)0oks which have ^len into my hands^ are the Infiitutes of Cano^ 
Law, by the Abbe de Fleury, and the civil hiftory of Naples, by 
diannpne* Tlieir m«deratM»i was the effe(5l pf (kuation as well ^a 
of temper. Fleury was a French eccleQaitic, who refpe<5led the 
authority of the parliaments ; Giannone was an Italian lawyer, wh© 
.beaded 4iie posver of die diurch. And here let me obfepve, that 
as the general propofitions which I advance are the refult of many 
p^icvlar and ixopierfeift £a^ I muft either refer the reader to thofe 
4|nQdera authors who have exprefsly treated the fubje^, <^r fwell thei^ 
l^tes tP a diiagceeab^ and difpFoportioned iizf, 
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c H A p/ment or religious difcord, might be favourable^ 
^^- or even partial, to the facerdotal order : but 
Conftantine was fatisfied"% that fecret impunity 
would be lefs pernicious than public fcandalr 
and the Nicene council was editted by his public 
declaration, that if he furprifed a bifhop in the 
a€t of adultery, he Ihould caft his Imperial 
mantle over the epifcopal finner. 2. The do- 
meftic jurifdi6lion of the bifliops was at once a 
privilege and a reftraint of the ecclefiaftical 
order, whofe civil caufes were decently with- 
drawn from the cognizance of a fecular judge. 
Their venial offences were not expofed to the 
fhame of a public trial or punifliment fand the 
gentle correction, which the tendernefs of youth 
may endure from its parents or inftru6tors, was 
inflicted by the temperate feverity of the bilhops,. 
But if the clergy were guilty of any crime which 
could not be fufficiently expiated by their de« 
gradation from an honourable and beneficial 
profeffion, the Roman magiftrate drew the 
fword of juftice, without any regard to ecclefi- 
aftical immunities. 3. The arbitration of the 
bifliops was ratified by a pofitive law ; and the 
judges were inftru6led to execute, without ap- 
peal or delay, the epifcopal decrees, whofe vali- 
dity had hitherto depended on the confent of 
the parties. The converfion of the magiftrates 
themfelves, and of the whole empire, might gra- 
dually remove the fears and fcruples of the Chrit 

'" TUlemont has c(^e<5led from Rufinus, Theodoret, &c. the 
ientiments and lan^age of Conftantine. Mem. Ecclef. torn, in* 
F- 749» 759- 
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tians. But they ftill reforted to the tribunal of e H A P. 
the biftiops, whofe abilities and integrity they ^^' ^ 
efteemed ; and the venerable Auftin enjoyed the 
fatisfa6lion of complaining that his fpiritual func- 
tions were perpetually interrupted by the invi- 
dious labour of deciding the claim or the pof- 
feifion of filver and gold, of lands and cattle. 
4. The ancient privilege of fan(3;uary was tranf- 
ferred to the Chriftian temptes^ and extended, by 
the liberal piety of the younger Theodofius, to 
the precin6ls of confecrated ground -'^ The 
fugitive, and even guilty, fuppliants, were per- 
mitted to implore either the juftice, or the mercy, 
of the Deity and his minifters. The rafh vio- 
lence of defpotifm was fufpended by the mild 
interpofition of the church ; and the lives or 
fortunes of the mod eminent fubje6ls might be 
prote6led by the mediation of the bifhop. 

V. The bifhop was the perpetual cenfor of the v. Spiri- 
morals of his people. The difcipline of penance tuaicen* 
was digefted into a fyftem of canonical jurifpru- 
dence "% which accurately defined the duty of 



"^ See Cod.Theod. 1. ix. tit.xlv. leg. 4. In the works of Fra. 
Paolo (torn. iv. p. 1929 &c.) there is an excellent difcourfe on the 
origin, claims, abufes, and limits of fan(5luarie6. He jufUy obferves* 
that ancient Greece might perhaps contain fifteen or twenty azyla 
or fandluaries ; a number which at prefent may be found in Italy 
within the walls of a iingle city. 

"* The penitential jurifprudence was continually improved by 
the canons of the councils. But as many cafes were iiill left to the 
difcretion of the bifliops, they occafionally publiihed, after the exam- 
ple of the Roman Praetor, the rules of djfcipline which they prppofed 
to obferve. Among the canonical epilUes of the fourth century, thofe 
of Baiil the Great were the moft celebrated. They are inferted in 
thePandeAs of Beveridge (tom. ii. p. 4 7 — 151.), and are tranflated 
by Chardon. Hift* des Sacremens; tom.iv. p.<ai9 — 2^77. 
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c H A^. privatjB .or public confeflion, the rules of evU 

^^^ dence, the degrees of guilt, and the tneafure 

of puniihment. It w^s impoijSble to execute 

this fpiritual penfure, if the Chriftian pontiff, 

who puniflied the obfcure fini^ of the multitude, 

refpefted the ^confpicuous vices and deftru^ive 

cripoes of the magiilrate : but it was impoffible 

to arraign the concju^ of the magiilrate, withr 

out controuling tjie adminiftratipn of civil go^ 

yernment* Some confiderations of religion, or 

loyalty, or fear, proteAed the facred perfons of 

the emperors from the zeal or refentment of 

the biihops ; but they boldly ceiffured and exr 

xjommunicated the fubordinate tyrants, who 

were not invefted with the majetty of the jMjr- 

ple. St. Athanafius excommunicated one of the 

miniilers of Egypt ; and the interdict whiph he 

pronounced, of ^re and water, wa$ fblemnly 

tranfmitted to the churphes of Cappadpcia "% 

Under the reign of the younger Theodpfius, 

the polite, the eloquent Synefius, one of the de? 

icendants dF Hercules "% filled the epifcopal 

feat of Ptolemais, near the ruins of ancient Cy? 

' * Bafil Epiftol. xlvii. in Baronius (Annal. Ecdef. A. D. 370. N" 91.), 
mho declares that he l)urpofeIy relates it, to convince governors that 
they w£re not exempt from a fentence of excommunication. In his 
opinion, even a royal Jiead is not fafe from the thunders of the Vatican; 
and the cardinal ihews himfelf much more conliftent dian the lawyers 
and theol(^an8 of tihe GaBican church. 

''^ The long feries of his anceftors, as high as Euryflhenesy the 
iirft Doric kmg of Sparta, and the fifth in lineal defcent from Her- 
culesy. v^as infcribed in the public regifters of Cyrene, a Lacedemo- 
nian colony. (Synef. Epift. Ivii. p. 197. edit. Petav.) Such a pure 
and illuftrious pedigree cf feventeen hundred years, without adding 
the royal ancjeftors of Hercules, cannot be eqn^d in the hiflary of 
mankind* 
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reae "% and the philofophic bilhop fupported chap. 
with dignity the charafiler whjch he had re- ^ 
fumed with relu6lance"'. He vanquiflied the 
monfter of Libya, the prefident Andronicus, 
who abufed the authority of a venal oflSce, in- 
vented new modes of rapine and torture, and 
aggravated the guilt of oppreffion and that of 
facrilege "'. After a fruitlefs attempt to reclaim 
the haughty magiilrate by mild and religious 
admonition, Syneiius proceeds to inili^l the lafl 
fentence of eccleiiaflical juftice '*°> which der 

"^ Synefi^s (de Regno* p. %.) pathetically deplores the f^Hkn 
fmd ruined ,ftate of Cyreney voMg E\\nn?f 'ira.Xouov ovofAOL xettatfjuvovy k»^ 

Ptolemais) a new city^ 82 miles to the weftward of Cyrene, aflumed 
the Metropolitan honours of the Pentapolis» or Upper Libya^ which 
were afterwards transferred to Sozufa. See Wefleling Jtinerar.p. 67* 
6S. 732. Cellarius Geograph. torn. 11. partii. p. 72. 74. Cardlus a 
S^^ Paulo Geograph. Sacra» p* 273* D'Anville Geographle Ancienne^ 
torn. iii. p. 439 44. Menxoires de I'Acad. des Infcriptionsy tonu xxxvii* 
P- 363— 391- 

"^ Synefius had previoufly repreielited his own difqualificatiofit 
^Epift. cv. p.246«— 250*). He loved profiine ftudies and profane fports; 
he was incapable of fupporting a life of celibacy ; he difbelieved the 
refurre^ion ; and he reefed to preach /ahles to the people unkfs he 
might be permitted to pbllofophize at home. Theopl]ilui9 primate 
of Egypty who knew his merits accepted this extraordinary com- 
promife. See the life of Synefius in TUlemont Mem. Ecclef. tom. xii. 
P* 499— 55f« 

"^ See the inve^veof Synefius, £pift.lviL p.i9i^— 20X. The 
promotion of Andronicus was illegal ; fince he was a native of Bere- 
renice* in the fame province. The inltruments of torture are curioully 
fpedfiedy the fl»E$-i(My» or pref»» the ^Kiv\y^^%y the tsro^r^a^n, the 
^»dXaSiC9 the urwy^ and the x^Xor^o^toy, that varioufly prefled or 
diftended the fingers, the feet, the nofe, the ears, and the lips of the 
yi<5HmA. 

'^ The (entence of excommunication is exprefled in a rhetorical 
ftyle. Synefius, Epift. Iviii. p. aoi — 003.) . The method of involv- 
ing whole families, though fomewhat unjullf was improved into 
national interdiAs* 
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CHAP, votes Andronicus, with his affociates and theh* 
XX. JamilieSj to the abhorrence of earth and heavew* 
The impenitent finners, more cruel than Pha^ 
laris or Sennacherib, more deftru6live than war, 
peftilence, or a cloud of locufts, are deprived of 
the name and privileges of Chriftians, of the 
participation of the facraments, and of the hope 
of Paradife* The bifliop exhorts the clergy, 
the magiftrates, and the people, to renounce 
all fociety with the enemies of Chrift ; to ex- 
clude them from their houles and tables ; and 
to refufe them the common oflSces of life, and 
the decent rites of burial. The church of Pto- 
lemais, obfcure and contemptible as flie may 
appear, addreifes this declaration to all her fifler 
churches of the world ; and the profane who^ 
reje6l her decrees, will be involved in the guilt 
and punifliment of Andronicus and his impious 
followers. Thefe fpiritual terrors were enforced 
by a dexterous application to the Byzantine 
court; the trembling prefident implored the 
mercy of the church j and the defcendaht of 
Hercules enjoyed the fatisfa6lion of raifing a 
proftrate tyrant from the ground "'. Such prin- 
ciples and fuch examples infenfibly prepared 
the triumph of the Roman pontiffs, who have 
trampled on the necks of kings. 
VI. Free- VI. Evcry popular government has experi.^ 
dom of enced the effe6ls of rude or artificial eloquence. 
Reaching. The coldeft nature is animated, the firmeft rea?. 
fon is moved, by the rapid communication of the 

^" See Synefius Epift. xlvii. p. i86> zS;. Epift. kxil. p. ai8y aZ9« 
Epift. Ixxxiz. p. Z30— 231. 

prevailing 



XX. 



OF THE ROMAN fiMPIRfi. 301 

prevailing impulfe ; and each hearer is affe&ed chap. 
by his own paffions, and by thofe of the furround- ^ 
ing multitude. The ruin of civil liberty had 
filenced the demagogues of Athens, and the tri- 
bunes of Rome ; the cuftom of preaching, which 
feems to conftitute a confiderable part of Chrif- 
tian devotion, had not been introduced into the 
temples of antiquity ; and the ears of monarchs 
were never invaded by the harfli found of popu- 
lar eloquence, till the pulpits of the empire were 
filled with facred orators, who poffeffed fome ad- 
vantages unknown to their profane predeceffors'". 
The arguments and rhetoric of the tribune were 
inftantly oppofed, with equal arms, by Ikilful and 
refolute antagonifts ; and the caufe of truth and 
jieafon might derive an accidental fupport from 
the confli6l of hoftile paffions. The bifliop, or 
fome diftinguifhed prefbyter, to whom he cau- 
tioufly delegated the powers of preaching, ha^ 
jangued, without the danger of interruption or 
xeply, a fubmiffive multitude, whofe minds had 
been prepared and fubdued by the awful cere- 
monies of religion. Such was the ftricl fubor- 
ilination of the Catholic church, that the fame 
concerted founds might iffue at once from an hun- 
dred pulpitsof Italy or Egypt, if they were tuned'"^^ 

by 

'" See Thomaffin (Difcipline de rEglife) torn. 11. I. iii. c. 83. 
p. 1 7 61 — 1770-) and Bingham (Antiquities^ vol. i. 1. xiv. c. 4. 
p. 688 — 717 •)» Preaching was confidered as the moll important 
office of the bifhop ; but this fun<5lion was fometimes intruded to 
*fuch prelbytefs as Chryfoftom and Auguilin. 

"^ Queen Elizabeth ufed this expreffion, and pra<5Ufed this art, 
whenever Ihe wilhed to prepoffefs the minds of her people in favour 
-of any extraordinary meafure of government. The hoftile efFe^s of 
this ntu^c were apprehended by her fuQceflbr; and feverely felt by his 

fon. 
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c H A p. by th^ mailer hand of the Roman or Alexandriaii 
^^' primate. The defign of this inftitution was laud^ 
able, but the fruits were not always falutary. The 
preachers recommended the practice of the ia« 
cial duties j but they exalted the perfection of 
monadic virtue, which is painful to the individual^ 
and ufelefs to mankind. Their charitable ex- 
hortations betrayed a fecret wifli, that the clergy 
inight be permitted to manage the wealth of the 
faithful, for the benefit of the poor. The moil 
fublime reprefentations of the attributes and laws 
of the Deity were fullied by an idle mixture of 
metaphyfical fubtleties, puerile rites, and ficti- 
tious miracles: and they expatiated, with the 
moll fervent zeal, on the religious merit of hating 
the adverfaries, and obeying the minifl^rs, of the 
church. When the public peace was diilraCted 
by herefy and fchifm, the facred orators founded 
the trumpet of diijcord, and perhaps of fedition. 
The underilandings of their congregations were 
perplexed by myftery, their paffions were inflamed 
by inve6lives : and they ruftied from the Chrif- 
tian temples of Antioch or Alexandria, prepared 
either to fuffer or to infliCl martyrdom. The cor- 
ruption of tafte and language is ftrongly marked 
in the vehementdeclamationsof the Latin bifliops; 
but the compofitions of Gregory and Chryfoftom 
have been compared with the moft fplendid mo- 
dels of Attic, or at leafl of Afiatic, eloquence"*. 

fon. " When pulpit, drum ecclefiaftic," 3cc. See Heylin's Life rf 
Archbiihop Laud^ p. iji* 

'^ Tko£t modeft orators acknowledged^ tliat, as they were defti- 
lute of the gift of miracles^ they endeavoured to acquire the arts oC 
•loauence. 

VII. The 
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Vll. The reprefentatives of the Chriftian re- 
public were regularly aiTembled in the fpring and 
Autumn of each year j and thefe fynods difiufed vn. Prf- 
thefpiritof ecclefiaftical difcipline andlegiflation J^*:?!?^ 
through the hundred and twenty provinces of the affembUei. 
Roman world '^^ The archbilhop or metropoli- 
tan was empowered, by the laws, to fummon the 
fuffragan biifaops of his province ; to revife their 
conduct, tovindicate their rights, to declare their 
faith, and to examine the merit of the candidates 
who were eledled by the clergy and people to fup- 
ply the vacancies of the epifcopal college. The 
primates of Rome, Alexandria, Antioch, Car- 
thage, and afterwards Conftantinople, who ex- 
ercifed a more ample jurifdifilion, convened the 
numerous aflembly of their dependent biihops.^ 
B«it the convocation of great and extraordinary 
fynods wa» the prerogative of the emperor alone. 
Whenever the emergencies of the chvirch re- 
quired this decifive meafure, he difpatched a per- 
emptory fummons to the biihops, or the deputies 
of each province, with an order for the ufe of 
poft-horfes, and a competent allowance for the 
expences of their journey. At an early period, A.D. jx-^ 
when Gonftantine was the prote6lor, rather than 
the profelyte, of Chriftianity, he referred the 
African controyerfy to the council of Aries j in 
which the bifhops of York, of Treves, of Milan, 

''' The council of Nice, in the fourths fifths fucth, and (evmth 
^nonsy has made feme fundamental regulations concerning fynod^y 
'metropolitans^ and primates. TheNicene canons have beeti va- 
riouily torturedy abufed> interpolated^ or forgedy according^ to the 
intereft of the clergy. The Suburbicariofi churches* afflgndd (by 
Ruiinus) to the Bifhop of Rome, have been made the fubjedi of 
vehemtnt controverfy. See Sinnondy Opera> torn. iv. p» i— -238. 

and 
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CHAP, and of Carthage, met as friends and brethren, to 
^^ debate in their native tongue on the common in- 

A.D. 32s* ^^^^^ of the Latin or Weftern church "*. Eleven 
years afterwards, a more numerous and celebrated 
affembly was convened at Nice in Bithjmia, to 
extinguilh, by their final fentence, the fubtle dit 
putes which had arifen in Egypt on the fubje6t 
of the Trinity. Three hundred and eighteen 
bifliops obeyed the fummons of their indulgent 
mailer ; the ecclefiaftics of every rank, and feft^ 
and denomination, have been computed at two 
thoufand and forty-eight perfons"^ ; the Greeks 
appeared in perfon ; and the confent of the La- 
tins was expreffed by the legates of the Roman 
pontiff. The feffion, which lafted about two 
months, was frequently honoured by the prefence 
of the Emperor. Leaving his guards at the door, 
he featedhimfelf(with thepermiflionof the coun- 
cil) on a low ftool in the midft of the hall. Con- 
ftantine liftened with patience, and Ipoke with 
modefty: and while he influenced the debates, he 
humbly profeffed that he was the minifter, not 
the judge, of the fucceflbrs of the apoflles, who 
had been eftabliflied as priefls and as gods upon 
earth "^ . Such profound reverence of an abfolute 

"^ We have only thirty-three or forty-feven epifcopal fabfcrip- 
tions : but Ado, a writer indeed of finall account, reckons fix hun- 
dred biihops in the council of Aries. Tillemont Mem. Ecclef.. 
torn. vi. p. 422. 

"' See Tillemont, torn. vi. p. 915, and Beaufobre Hill, du^ 
Manicheifme, tom. i.^. 529. The name of bijhopy which is given 
by Eutychius to the 3048 ecclefiaftics (Annals tom. i. p. 440. verC 
Pocock), muft be extended far beyond the limits of an orthodox or 
even epifcopal ordination. 

'^ SeeEufeb. in Vit. Conftantin* 1. Hi. c. 6— ^ai^ Tillemont Mem. 
Ecclefiaftiques, torn. vi. p. 669—7^9. 

monarch. 
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monalrch towards a feeble and unarmed aflembly chap. 
of his own fubjedts, can only be compared to the ^ ^ 
reipe6l with which the fenate Jiad been treated, 
by the Roman princes whq adopted the policy 
of Auguftus. Within the fpace of fifty years; 
a philofophic lpe6lator of the viciffltudes of 
human affairs, might have contemplated Tacitus 
in the fenate of Rome, and Conftantine in the 
council of Nice. The fathers of the Capitol 
and thofe of the church had alike degenerated 
from the virtues of their founders ; but as the 
biihops were more deeply , rooted in the public 
opinion, they fuftained their dignity with more 
decent pride, and fometimes oppofed, with a 
manly fpirit, the wifhes of their fovereign. The 
progrefs of time apd fuperftition erazed the 
memory of the weaknefs, the paffion, the ig- 
norance, which di%raced thefe ecclefiailical 
lynods ; and the Catholic world has unanimoufly 
fubmitted'** to the infallible decrees of the 
general councils '^°. 

"' SancimujB i^tur '^cem legum obtmerey quae a quatuor San^is 
Conciliis • • • expofitse funt aut firmatse. Praedi<5laruin enim quatuor 
fynodonim dogmata ficut iandlas Scripturas et regulas ficut leget 
obiervamus. Jufiinian. Novel, cxxxi. Beveridge (ad Pandedl. pro- 
leg, p. a.) remarks^ that the emperors never made new laws in eccle- 
fiailical matters ; and Griannone' obferves, in a very diflferent fpirit* 
that they gave a legal iiuu^on to the canons of councils. Iftori^ 
Civile di Napoli, tom.i. p. 136. 

'^^ See the article Concilb in the Encyclopedie^ torn. iii. p. 668 
•^799 edition de Lucques. The ^uthor^ M. le dodleur Bouchaud» 
has difcuiTedy according to the principles of the Gallican churchy the 
principal queftions which relate to the fnrm and confikution of genenu^ 
nationaly and provincial councils. The editors (fee Prefacey p. xvi.) 
have reafon to be proud of tbh article. Thofe whp confult their ImV^ 
menfe compilation) feldom depart fo well fatu&d. 

VOJL. Ill* ^ 
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CHAP. XXL 

Per/ecution (flferej^. — Thefchyh qfihe Dona- 
Hfts. — The Arian ControverJy.'-^AthaTiqfius. — 
J^lflroQed State of the Church and Empire 
under Coryiantine and his Sons. — Toleration 
of Pagamfm. 

CHAP. TTHE grateful applaufe of the clergy has con- 
• fbcrated the memory of a prince who in- 

dulged their paffions and promoted their intereft. 
Conftantine gave them fecurity, wealth, honours, 
and revenge ; and the fupport of the orthodox 
Ikith was conlldered as the mod fkcred and im* 
portant duty of the civil magiftrate. The ediA of 
Jtfil^tJ* the great charter of toleration, bad con- 
firmed to each individual of the Roman world the 
privilege of choofing and profeffing his own reli- 
gion. But this ineftimabJe privilege was foon vio- 
lated : with the knowledge of truth, the Empenur 
imbibed the maxims of perfecution ; and the fe£ts 
wtuch difltbnt^d from the Catholic churchy wer« 
attidked ami opprafled by th« tnuiiipk of Clmftf. 
aqity* Cojoftantine eafily believed tjiat the He- 
wtics, wko prefuniad to cU%tfte his opiiiftoiisy m 
to oppofe his commands, were guflty of the moft 
iMWrd ttftd Cf imiaal obftifiacy ^ and that a iea- 
lbn*blq appKjoation of moderate fcveritteij tnigfat 
hM% tbofe ynbap^y w^ fkwk l^he d^^gisx of aa 
everfafting^ comtefn»atioit. Not a im>in«ii>t nws 
loft in excludiKigilii^ioiiiiftecs a]Qd.teaichfi];&kof tb^ 
feparated congregations from any Ihare of the re- 
ID warda 
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Wftr Je and iiAmuBities trhich th^ Empetor had fo c H A* P. 
Iftrefally beftowed on the orthodox clergy. But , *^^* 
as the ferries might iliU exi& under the cloUd 
^royal difgraee, the conquefl of the EaA was im^' 
mediately followed by anedidl which announced 
their total deftru€lion \ Aftei^ a preamble filled 
with paffion and teproach, Conftanttfieabfolutei;^ 
prohibits the aflembliesof theHerietics, and con* 
fifcdf e» their public jMroperty to the ufy either of 
the revenue or of the Catholic ehurcb. The Ibfla 
agaiaft whom the Imperial feverity wais direSied^ 
ifpear to halve been l^e adherenifis^ of Pai^l of 8a^ 
mo&ta i the MoMan^ of Phrygia, who mmn^ 
tained aatenthufiafticftieceffion of pb6pfaeey,th€ 
Novitiansy who {leraly rejected the temporal eM^ 
caicy of repen£ai»e j the Marciomtes ami Ydeii* 
tittkns^ under whofe leading boBnefs the vartom 
GnG&ia& of Afia aKfcd Egypt hsA infenfibl/ 1 afiiedl) 
and perhaps the Manich^ssnsy who bad recently 
import^ from Ferfia a mote artful compofitimt 
of Oriental and ChrtEfttad theology ^ The de%ii 
ofextirpitting the hamse, or at leaft of i^f&ainnbl^ 
iks progrefe, of the& okIbous Heretics, wasrpTofe^ 
cuted with vigour and efft^. Sotae of the plfnol 
r^ulatioas were eopidd from tbeediAs of Die* 
oletiatt ; and this method of e^iwerfioti ww ap 

' BufeSkft ih Vit. Coiiltolfei \M. c.^5, 64> 6sy 6&.' 

^' After fome esbamuiatiom pf the yarious opinkms of TUliamoiXk 
de^ulobrey iL^doerr &c. f am convinced tliat Manes dl(l not pro|pa^ 
gate this fedt, even in Jerfia* hekat the year ^yo. It is ibange> that 
a philofophic and foreign herely (iiotdd have penetraited io rap^dlf int^ 
the African j^vinces; )^et I cannot eafily i^eje^t the edi(ft of I)iocle- 
tian agajnft th& Mianich^aA^ whkh x^ay .^ bx^ ixr BjiroAiusb 
CAnnaL Eccl. A* p. ajB7r> . 

X 2 plauded 
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plauded by the fame bifhops who had felt th* 

hand of oppreffion, and had pleaded for the rights 

of humatiity. Two immaterial circuraftSances 

may fetve, however, to prove that the mind of 

Gonftantine was not entirely corrupted by the 

fpirit of zeal and bigotry. Before he condemned 

the Manichaeans and their kindred fe6ls, he re- 

folved to • make an accurate inquiry into the 

nature of their religious principles^ As if he 

diftrufted the impartiality of his eccleflaftical 

cqunfellors, this delicate commiffion was en- 

trufted to a civil magiflrate ; whofe learning and 

moderation he juftly eileemed; and of whofe 

venal character he- was probably ignorant \ The 

Emperor was foon convinced, that he had too 

hailily profcribed . the orthodox faith and the 

exemplary morals of the Novatians, who had 

diflented^ from the church in fome articles of 

difcipline which wene not perhaps eifential to 

falvation. By a particakr edi^, he exempted 

them from the general penalties of the law ^ ; 

allowed them to build a church at Conilan- 

tinople^ refpefited the miracles of their faints^ 

invited their Bifhop Acefiusto the council of 

Nice;. and gently ridiculed the narrow tenets 

of his fe6l by a familiar jeft j which, from the 

^ Conftantinus, enim cum limatius iiiperftitionum quaereret fed^asy 
Manichs^orum et fimiliuniy &c.- Amiman. xv. 15. StrategiuS} who 
torn this commiflion obtained the furname of Mufonianujf was a 
Chriftian of the Arian fedt He a^ted as one of the counts at the 
council of Sardica. Libanius praifes his mildnefs and prudence. 
Valef. ad. locum Axnmian. 

•* Cod, Theod. 1. xvi, tit. v. leg. a. As the general law is not in- 
ferted in the Theodofian Code, it is'pn>bable> tibat in the year 438* 
Ike fe^ which it had conHemned were already extis^ 

12 aiouth 
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mouth of a fovereign, muft have been received chap* 
With applaufe and gratitude ^ ^™!v, 

The complaints and mutual accyfations which AfHcan 
aflailed the throne of Conftantine, as foon as the ««"«>- 
death of Maxentius had fubmitted Africa to his a-IXju. 
vi^orious arms, were ill adapted to edify an im*- 
perfedt profelyte. He learned with furprife, 
that the provinces of that great country from the 
confines of Cyrene to the columns of Hercules, 
were diftrafted with religious difcord*. The 
fource of the divifion was derived from a double 
election in the church of Carthage ; the fecond, 
in rank and opulence, of the ecclefiaflical 
thrones of the Weil» Cescilian and Majorinus 
were the two rival primates of Africa; and the 
death of the latter foon made room for Donatus,. 
who by his fuperior abilities and apparent vir- 
tues was the firmed fupport of his party. Th^ 
advantage which Ceecilian might claim from the * 
priority of his ordination, was deflroyed by the 
illegal, or at lead indecent, hade, with which 
it had been performed, without expelling the 
arrival of the bilhops of Numidia. The autho- 

' Sozomeoy 1. i. c. 21. Socrates^ 1. i. c. io« Thefe hiftomnS' 
have been fufpedledy but I think without reafon^of an attachment 
to the Novatian dodhine. The Emperor iaid to the Biihop» 
<< AcefiuS) take a ladder, and get up to heaven by yoorfelf." Moft of 
theChriftianfedhhavefby tuimsy borrowed the ladder of Aceiiu$. 
- ^ The beft materials for thi« part of ecdefialHcal hiilory may be 
found in the edition of Optatus. Milevitanus» publifhed (Paris, 1700) . 
by M. Dupin, who has enriched it with critical notes, geographical 
difcu$ons9 original records, and an accurate abridgment of the 
whole controverfy. M. de Tillemont has beftowed on, the Donatifb 
the greateft part of a volume (tom.^vi. part i.): and I am indebted to 
him for an ample colledUon of all the pallages of his favourite St. Au-^ 
^u^, which relate to thofe' heretics. 

X 3 rity 
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rity of thefe bifliaps, who, to the number cif 
feventy, condemned Caecilian, and coniecrated 
Majorinus, is again weakened by the infamy of 
fome of theip perfonal chara6lers ; and by the 
female intrlgueB, &eiilegious bargains, and tu- 
multuous proceedings which are imputed to 
this Numidian council \ The bifliops of the 
contending factions maintained, with equal 
ardour and obftinacy, that their adverfaries 
were degraded, or at leaft difhonoured by the 
odious crime (rf delivering the Holy Scriptures 
to the officers of Diocletian. From their mu- 
tual reproaches, as well as from the ftory of 
this dark tranfa^ion, it may juftly be inferred 
that the late perfecutien had embittered the zeal, 
without reforming the manners, of the African 
Chriftians, That divided church was incapable 
of affording an impartial judicature 5 the con. 
troverfy was folemnly tried in five fucceffive tri- 
bunals, which were appointed by the Emperor } 
and the whole proceeding, from the firft appeal 
to the iSnal fentence, lafted above three years. 
A fevere inquifition, which was taken by the 
Praetorian vicar, and the proconful of Africa, 
the report of two epifcopal vifitoxs who had been 

7 Schifma igitnr illo tempore conftifse muyeris iracmidiai pepeiit ; 
ambitus nutmxt ; avaritia robmavit. OptatuS) h i. c« 19. The 
language of Purpuiius is that of a furious madman. Dicitur te aecafle 
iSios foraris tuae duos. Purpurius leQxmdit : Futas me terreri i te 
• • . occidi ; et occido eos qui contra me ^iunt. Adb Ooncit. 
Cirtenfisy ad calc. C^tat. p. »74. When Csecflian was invited to 
an afiemUy of biftopS) Purpurius faid to his brethren^ or rather to 
his accomplices^ ^ Let him come hither to receive our impofition of 
^ hands ; and we will break his h^ by way of penance.^ Optat. 
i. i* c. 19. 

fent 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 



3" 



feat to Carthage, the decrees of the oouncfls of c H A p. 
Rome and of Aries, and the fapreme judgment . ™* 
of Conilantine himfelf in his facred confiflory, 
were all &tvourable to the caufe of Caecilian ; 
and he was unanimoufly acknowledged by the 
civil and ecclefiailical powers, as the true and 
lawful primate of Africa. The honours and 
eftates of the church were attributed to his fu£. 
fragan biihops, and it Was not without diffietd^^ 
that Conftantine was fatisfied with inflifting t^ 
punifliment of exile on the principal leaders of the 
Donatift fa^liou. As their caufe was examintd 
with attention, perhaps it was determined with 
jttftice. Perhaps their cemplaint was not without 
foundation, that the credulity of the Emperor had 
been abufed by the infidious arts of bis &vouitt9 
Ofius. The influence offidfehood and corruption 
might procure thecondemiurtion of the innocent^ 
or aggravate , the fentence of the guilty. Suok 
an a£t, however, ofinjuftice. If it concluded an 
importunate difpute, might be numbered among 
the tranfient evils of a de^iotfc adminiftration, 
which are neither lelt nm remembered by 
pofterity. . 

But this incident, lb inconfiderable thait k Sdufinor 
fcafcely deferves a place m hiftory, was pr oduc- *^P^ 
tii^ of a memorable fchifm, which affli^ed tiie A.D.3X5. 
provinces of Africa above three hundred years, 
and was extinguilhedonly wkhChrifttamty itfelf. 
The inflexfihle zeal of freedom imd frafatkifm 
animated the Donatifts to refiafe obedience toljie 
ufiupers, whode ele^on they diiputed^audwhofe^ 
^iritual powers they denied. E^dttded from 
X 4 the 
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CHAP, the civil and religious communion of mankiii<r^ 
\ ^^\j *^^y boldly excommunicated the reft of mankind 
who had embraced the impious party of Caeci- 
lian, and of the Traditors, from whom he de- 
rived his pretended ordination. They afferted 
with confidence, and almoft with exultation, 
that the Apoftolical fucceflion was interrupted; 
that flff the bifliops of Europe and Afia were in- 
fefited by the contagion of guilt and fchifm ; apd 
that the prerogatives of. the Catholic church 
were confined to the chofen portion of the Af- 
rican believers, who alone had,preferved invio* 
late the integrity of their faith and difcipline. 
This rigid theory was fuppbrted by the moft un- 
charitable condu6l. Whenever they acquired a 
profely te, even from the diftanf provinces of the 
Eaft, they carefully repeated the facred rites of 
baptifm ^ and ordination ; as they rejefiled the 
validity of thofe which he had already received 
from the hands, of heretics or fchiitnatics. 
Biihops, virgins, and even fpotlefi infants, were 
fubje6ted to the difgtace of a public penance, 
before they could be admitted to the communion 
of the Donatifts. If they obtained pofleilion of 
a church which had been ufed by their Catholic 
adveriaries, they purified the unhallowed build-^ 
ing with the fame jealous care which a temple 

* Tie coomIs of Aries, of Nice, and of Trent, confirmed the 
wife and moderate pradlice of the church of Rome. The Donatiils, 
however, had the advantl^e of maintaining the foitiment of Cyprian, 
and (^ a confiderable part of the primitive church. Vlncentius liri- 
nelis (p. 332. ap. Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef.' torn. vi. p. 138.) lias ex- 
plained why the Donatifts are eteriially burning with the Devil, while 
^U Cyprian reigns in heaven with Jefus Chriil* 

ol. 



OF THE KdMAU EMPIRE, 313 

bf Idols might have required. They waflied the e H A p. 
pavement, fcraped the walls, burnt the altar, ^^• 
which was commcwily of wood, melted the con- 
fecrated plate, and cail the Holy Eucharifl to 
the dogs, with every circumflance of ignominy 
which could provoke and perpetuate the ani- 
mofity of religious factions «». Notwithftanding 
this irreconcileable averfion, the tyvo parties, 
who were mixed, and feparated in all the cities 
of Africa, had the fame language and manners, 
the fame zeal and learning, the fame, faith and 
worfliip. Profcribed by the civil and ecclefi- 
aflical powers of the empire^ the Donatifls dill 
maintained in fome provinces, particularly in 
Numidia, their fuperior numbers ; and four hun- 
dred bilhops acknowledged the jurifdidlion of 
their primate. But the invincible fpirit of the 
fe^ fometimes preyed on its own vitals ; and 
the bofom of their fchifmatical church was torn 
by inteftine divifions. A fourth part of the Do- 
natifl bifhops followed the independent flandard 
of the Maximianifts, The narrow and folitary 
path which their firft leaders had inarked outj 
continued to deviate from the great fociety of 
mankind. Even the imperceptible fe6l of the 
Rogatians could affirm, without a blufh, that 
when Chrift Ihould defcend to judge the earth, 
he would find his true religion preferved only 
in a few namelefs villages of the Caefareau 
Mauritania '°. 

* See the fixth book of Optatus Milevitanus, p. 91 — loo, 

'^ Tillemont, Mem. Ecclefiaftiques, torn. vi. parti, p. 453. He 

laughs at their partial credulity. He revered Auguflby the great 

dodtor of the fyftexn of predeitiaation. 

■ The 
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CHAP. The fchifin of the Donatifts was confined to 
■t_^f^V,^ Africa: the more difiufive m^hi^ of the Tiint 
TheTrini. tarian controverfy fucceffively penetrated into 
tajmn^con- every part of the Chriflian wotid« The former 
was an accidental quarrel^ occafioned by the 
abufe of freedom ; the laftter was a high and 
myfterious argument, d^ved ftem the abufe of 
philofophy. From the age ^* Conftantine td 
that of Clevis and Tbeodoric, the temporal ia- 
terefts both of the Remans add Barbarians were 
deeply invo^lved in the tbedlogical difputes ^ 
Arianifm. l^e hiftorian may therefore be per- 
mitted re^)e6lftilly to withdraw the veil of ^ln/t 
ian^uary ; Mid to deduoe the progreft of peafim 
and faith, iff errm- and paffion, from the fchedi 
1^ Plato to ike decUne and &I1 of flue empii>e. 
The fyf- Tlie gewus €f£ Plato, informed by hie own 
^ ®^ meditation, or by the traditional knowledge of 
Before the priefts oaf £g3^ ", had ventured to «xpl«e 
Chrift36o. the myfterions nature of the I>eity, 'When be 
had elevated hie mind to the iMb^ime contem- 
plation of the firft felf-exiftent, neceflary caufe 
of the univerie, the Athenian fage was impapaUe 
of conceiving how the fimple unity of his eflenee . 
could admit the infinite variety of diftin^ and 

" Plato Efyptam per^graTk ut a ftcerdoiiimf Bsabun miwmmiit 
eaUftia acciperet. Cicero de Finibusy v. 25. The Egyptians might 
fiin preferve the traditional creed ef the Patriarchs. Jbfephus has 
pci^iiaded imny of the ChrM&n fisdifrs, thai: Ptato deiiwedt a part of 
his knowledge fix>m the Jews ; but this vain opiiHon cannot be x»- 
conciled with the obfcure ftate and unlbcial manners of the Jewifli 
people, whofe icriptuces were not aaceCUe to Onaqk cttrioity till 
' more than one hundred yean after the dfiath <f PUto* . jSee 
MaiAan, C a n o n . Qmn. p.. 144- l^ ClevC} £p^ Critic m» 
p.X77— X94. 

fucceffive 
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fucceffive ideas which compofe the model of the chap. 
intellectual world j how a Being purely incor- ^^ ™* ^ 
poreal could execute that perfeft model, and 
mould with a plaftic hand the rude and inde- 
pendent chaos. The vain hope of extricating 
hirafelf from thefe difficulties, which mull ever 
opprefs the feeble powers of the human mind, 
m%ht induce Plato to confider the divine nature 
under the threefold modification ; of the firft 
caufe, the reafon or Logos, and the foul or Q)irit 
of the univerfe. His poetical imagination fome- The Lo« ^ 
times fixed and animated thefe metaphyfical ^^ 
abftra6tions ; the three archieal or original prin- 
ciples were reprefented in the Platonic fyftem 
as three Gods, united with each other by a 
myfterious and ineffable generation ; and the 
Ix>gos was particularly confidered under the 
more acceffible character of the Son of an 
Eternal Father, and the Creator and Governor 
of the world. Such appear to have been the 
fecret do6lrines which were cautioufly whifpered 
in the gardens of the academy; and which, ac- 
cording to the more recent difciples of Plato, 
could not be perfe6lly underflood, till after an 
i^duous fludy qf thirty years ". 

The arms of the Macedonians diffiifed over taught m 
Afia and Egypt the language and learning of ^^^^'^^ 

andria. 
" The modem guides who lead me to the knowledge of the Pla« Before 
tonic fyftem are, Cudworth (InteUedhial Syftem, p. 568^610.), Chriftsoo. 
B^hage (Hift. des Jui&, Liv, civ. p. 53 — 86.> Le Ckrc (Epift. 
Crit. viu p. X94'>--209.)» %nd Bnicker (Hift. Phllofoph. torn. L 
P*675 — 7o6*> , As ^e leaniiiig of thefe writers was equal, and 
thittr intention different, an kaquiiltive obierver may derive inftrudtion 
bpm, their di^nbe% aivl Qevtwty ftom their agr^^^»ent. 

Greece ; 
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CHAP. Greece ; and the theological fyftem of Plater 
y_^^'_L,^ y^^^ taught with lefs referve, and perhaps. with 
forae improvements, in the celebrated fchool of 
Alexandria '\ A numerous colony of Jews had 
been invited, by the favour of the Ptolemies, to 
fettle in their new capital '\ While the bulk of 
the nation pra6tifed the legal ceremonies, and 
purfued the lucrative occupations of commerce, 
a few Hebrews, of a more liberal fpirit, devoted 
their lives to religious and philofophical colitem- 
plation 'K They cultivated with diligence, and 
embraced with ardour, the theological fyftem of 
the Athenian fage. But their national pride 
would have been mortified by a fair confeffion of 
their former poverty: and they boldly marked, as 
the facred inheritance of their anceftprs^ the gold 
and jewels which they had fo lately ftolen from 
Before their Egyptian matters. One hundred years be* 
Chriftioo. foj.^ the birth of Chrift, a philofophical treatife, 
which manifeftly betrays the ftyle and fentiments 
of the fchool of Plato, was produced by the Alex- 
. andrian Jews, and unanimoufly received as a ge- 
nuine and valuable relic of the infpiredWifdom of 
Solomon '^ A fimilar union of the Mofaic faith, 

and 

'^ Brucker, Hift, Philofoph. torn. i. p. 1349 — 1357. The Alex- 
andrian fchool is celeb ated by Strabo (l.jcyiL) and Ammianus 
(xxii. 6.). 

'^ Jofeph. Antiquitat. 1. xii. c«i.3. Baihage, Hift. des Juifs^ 
I. vii. c. 7. 

*5 For the origin of the Jewifli philofophy, fee Eufebius, Praeparat. 
Evangel, viii. 9, 10. According to Philo, the Theripeutae ftudied 
philofophy; and Bnicker has proved (Hift. Flulofoph. tbm. ii. 
p. 787.), that they gave the preference . to that of Plato. 

'^ See Calmety Diifertations fur la Bible, torn. ii. p* 277. The 
l)ook of the Wifdom of Solgmon was received by many of the fiithers 
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land the Grecian philofophy, diftinguifties the c H A p. 
works of Philo, which were compofed, for the ^^ ' ^ 
mod part, under the reign of Auguftus '^ The 
-material foul of the univerfe *' might offend the 
piety of the Hebrews: but they applied the 
character of the Logos to the Jehovah of Mofes 
and the patriarchs ; and the Son of God was 
introduced upon earth under a vifible, and even 
human appearance, to perform thbfe familiar 
offices which feem incompatible with the nature 
and attributes of the Univerfal Caufe ''. 

The eloquence of Plato, the name of Solomon, Revealed 
the authority of the fchool of Alexandria, and Z>oftte 
the confent of the Jews and Greeks, were in- St. John, 

AJ>. 97. 

as the work of that monarch ; and although rejedled by the Proteft- 
ants for want of a Hebrew original, it has obtained, with tlie reft of 
Che Vulgate^ the fan^on of the council of Trent. 

'7 'j'lig Flatonifm of Fhilo, which was famous to a pr6verb, is 
proved beyond a doubt by Le Clerc (Epift. Crit. viii. p. an — 228.). 
Baihage (Hift. des Juifs, 1. ir. c. 5.) has clearly afcertained, that 
the theolc^cal works of Philo were compofed before the death, and 
moft probably before the birth of Chrift. In fuch a time of darknels, 
the knowledge of Fhilo is more 'aftoniihing than his errors. Bull) 
Defenf. Fid.^Nicen. f. L c. L p. la. 

'^ Mens agitat molem, et magno fe corpori mifcet* 
Befides this material foul, Cudworth has difcovered (p. 562.) in Ame» 
lius, Porphyry, Flotinus, and, as he thinks, in Plato himfelf, a fuperior, 
fpiritnak upetcofmian foul of the univerfe. But this double foul it 
exploded by Brucker, Bafnage, and Le Clerc, as an idle fancy of th^ 
latter Platonifts. 

*' Petav. Dogmata Theologica, torn. iL 1. viii. c. 2. p. 791. Bull, 
Defenf. Fid. Nicen. f. i. c. i. p. 8. 13. This notion, till it wa« 
abufed by the Arians, was freely adopted in the Chriilian theology, . 
Tertullian (adv. Praxeam, .c. i6>) has a remarkable and dangerous 
' paflage. After contrafting, with indifcreet wit, the nature of God, 
and the adlions of Jehovah, he. concludes : -Scilicet ut. hsrc de filio 
Pei non credenda fuijQe, fi noa fcripta dTent ; fprtafle non credenda 
de Patre licet fcripta. 

fufficient 
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CHAP, fufficient to eftabliih the truth of a myfterious 
^* doctrine, which might pleafe, but could not 
fatisfy, a rational mind. A prophet or apoftle, 
infpired by the Deity, can alone exercife a law- 
ful dominion over the faith of mankind ;^ and 
the theology of Plato miglit have been for ever 
confounded with the philofophical vifions of 
the Academy, the Porch, and the Lycasum, if 
the name and divine attributes of the Logos 
had not been confirmed by the cekftial pen of 
the lail and moil fublimc of the Evangelifts^. 
The Chriftian Revelation, which was confum- 
mated under the reign <^f Net va, difclofed to 
the world the amazing £ecret, that the Logos^ ' 
who was with God from the beginning, and 
was God, who had made all things, and for 
whom all things had been made, was incarnate 
in the peribn of Jefes of Nazar eth ; whd had 
been bom of a virgin, and fuffered de^h on the 
crofiu B^des the general defign of feing on 
af perpetual balls the drme hofiotjrs 6t Chrirt, 
the mo^ ancient and reipe^itable of the eccle- 
fiaftical writers have afcribed to the evamgeftc 
theologian, a p^tiealar InteMidTi to^ confute 
two oppofite Iikefefileay which dtifturbed the peace 
of «he' pfiMfitii'e chwdi*'. I. The feHk of the 

^ The Platoniib admired the beginning of the Gofpel of St. John, 
as contaiamg an ttiid t£iu^dpt of tbdr own principles. Auguftixir 
de Civitat. D)siv %• 29. Aindius aplkf Cyril; adverf. Julian. L viii. 
p. 2^3. Bat in the third aimI fourth c^turies, the Flatonlits of 
Alexandria might impit>ve their Trinity, by the fecret ftudy of the 
€!hriftiantheolo^. 

" ^ Beaufobrey Hift. Critique du Man1cheifme» torn. i. p. ^'^ 
tht Gidpel' aceording' t6 St. John is fuppofed'tb Itave Been publi^^ 
about feventy years a^er the death of ChriiL 

Ebionitea^ 
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Ebionites^^y perhaps of the Nazarenes *% was chap. 
gro& and imperfed;. They revered Jefus as the ^s^* 
gpesA^ g£ the prophets, endowed with fuper- Th^bion. 
jjkstunl virtue and power. They afcribed to his ites and 
period «td to hiafikiure reign all the predi6lions ^^*^*^ 
af the Hebrew oracles which relate to the i^* 
ritual and everlafttng kingdom of the promi&d 
Meffiah '^ Some of them might covifefs that he 
was bom of a virgin ; but they obftinately rafted 
the preceding exiftoace and divine perfe^one 
<^the LoffOiS^ or Son of Cfod, which are fb clearly 
defined in the Oo^l of St. John. About Hfty 
yeairs afterwards^ the Ebionites, whofe erixMra 
are mentioned by Jaftin Martyr with left feve- 
rity than they feem to deCerve'% formed a very 
isiconfiderabk portion of the Chriftian name« 
II. The Gnoftics, who were diftinguiflied by th« 
epithet o£ DaceteSy deviated into the eontrary 
extreme ; and betrayed tiM human, while tiiey 



* Tbe fendnettto «f the £bioiiite» ase fdriy ftatcd hf 
(p. 331.) and Le Clerc (Hift. Ecdeil p.535.)* The Clementinesy 
publiihed among the apoftolical Fafhen> are attributed by the critici 
t&^ne ef thefe fedlaiiea. 

** StMneh pdemicfl^ Ske BUI (JMicmitt' EccIeH Catfad. c. 2.^ 
infift on the oiihodoxy of the Nazarenes ; which appears lefs pore and 
MvtiHa k dM eyeff of MoAeiili (p. 330k), 

^ The hHmble condition and fufferings of Jefus have always beeft 
a ftaxnbling block to the Jews. << Deus • • . contrarixs coloribua Mef^ 
* fiam d^nxerat ;, futurus erat Rexy Judex^ Paftor>'* ^. Sec 
Limborch et Qrobio Arnica CoHat. p, 8. 19. 53—76* 192—^34. But 
this objedtion has obliged the believing Chriittans to lift up their eyes 
to a fpiritiial and everikiling kingdom. 

** Juftin. Martyr. Dialog, cum Tryjjionte, p. 143, 144, See Ltt 
Clercy I£ft. Ecclef. p. 615. Bull, and his editor Gsabe (Judieiuapi 
Ecclef. Cathol. c* 7*-and i^ppendix)». attempt to dift(»rt either the fsA^ 
timents or the wovds of JuiUn ; . but their violoot cprm^tioa of thetssit 
h rg9<^ eivftby d« {kei^didUnecdto 

aflerted 
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CHAP, afferted the divine, nature of Chrift. Educated 
^^' m the fchool of Plato, accuftomed to the fub- 
lime idea of the Logos^ they readily conceived 
that the brighteft ' JSon, or Emanation of the 
Deity, might aflume the outward (hape and 
vifible appearances of a mortal**; but they 
vainly pretended that the imperfeOiions of mat- 
tei: are incompatible with the purity of a celeftial 
fubftance. While the blood of Chrift yet fmoked 
on Mount Calvary, the Docetes invented the 
impious and extravagant hypothefis, that inftead 
of ifluing from the womb of the Virgin *% he 
had defcended on the banks of the Jordan in 
the form of perfe6t maiihood ; that he had im- 
pofed'on the fenfes of his enemies, and of his 
difciples; and that the miiiifters of Pilate had 
wafted their impotent rage oq an airy phantom, 
vihojeemed to expire on the crofs, and, after 
three days, to rife from the dead **. 
Myfterioua The (Uvine fan6lion, which the Apoftle had 
iWiWity. beftowed on the fundamental principle of the 

^^ The Arians reproached the orthodox party with horrowing theip 
Trinity 'from the Valentinians and Maicionites. See Beaufobrei Hift. 
du >ianicheifme» 1, iii« c 5. 7* 

'7 Non dignum eft ex utero credere Deum> et Deun^ Chriftum 
• . • . non dignum eft ut tantamajefta? p^ fordes et fqualores mu- 
lieris traniire credatur. The Gnoftics aflerted the impurity of mattery 
and of marriage ; and they were ic^ndalized by the grois interpreta- 
tions of the fathers, and even of Auguftin hinofelf. See Beaufobre> 
torn. ii. p. 5^3. 

'^ Apoftolis adhuc in fbeculo fuperftitibus apud Judaum ChriftL 
fanguine recente, etpbanta/ma corpus Domini afierebatyr. * Coteleriiis 
thinks (Patres Apoftol. torn* ii* p. 24.) that thofe who will not allow 
the Docetes to have arifen in the time of the Apoftles, may with equal 
reaibn deny that the fun fliines at noon day. Thefe Doceiej^ who 
formed the moft confiderable party among the Gnofticsy were fa 
«^edi bcg^tfs they granted only zficming body to Chrift. 

theologjr 
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theology of Plato, encouraged the leiarned profe- chap. 
lytes of the fecon4 and third centuries to admire ^^' 
and ftudy the writings of the Athenian fage, who 
had thus marvelloufly anticipated one of the moft 
furprifingdifcoveriesof the Chriftian revelation. 
The refpe£table name of Plato was ufed by the 
orthodox *% and abufed by the heretics^**, as the 
common fupport of truth and error : the autho- 
rity of his (kilful commentators, and the fcience 
of diale£ls, were employed to juftify the rempte 
eonfequences of his opinions ; and to fupply the 
difcreet filence of the infpired writers. The fame 
fubtile and profound queilions concerning the 
nature, the generation, the diftin6lion, and the 
equality of the three divine perfons of the myfte- 
rious Triads or Trinity ^\ were agitated in the 
philofophical, and in the Chriftian fchools, of 
Alexandria. An eager fpirit of <5uriofity urged 
them to explore the fecrets of the abyi^ ; and the 

^ Some proofs of the refpedl which the Chnfiians entertained for 
the perfon and dodlrine of PlatOy may be found in De la Mothe le 
Vayer, torn. v. p, 135, &c. edit. 1757 ; and Bafnage, Hift. des. Juifs* 
torn. iv. p. 29. 79> &c. 

^° Doleo bona fide» Platonem omnium haereticorum condimen-* 
tarium fa(Slum. Tertullian. de Anima> c. 23. Petavius (Dogm. 
Theolog. torn; iii. proleg. a.) ihews that this was a general com- 
plaint. Beaufobre (tom. i. 1. iii. c. 9, 10.) has deduced the Gnoftic 
errors from Platonic principles ; and as, in the fchool of Alexan* 
driay thofe principles were blended with the Oriental philofophy 
(Brucker, tom. i. p. 1356), the fentiment of Beaufobre/.inay be recon- 
ciled \iath the opinicm of Moiheim (General Hiltory of the Churchy 
vol. i. p. 37.). 

^' If Theophilus, biihop of Antioch (fee Dupin, Bibliotheque Ecr 
clefiailique» tom. i. p.66.)9 was the firft who employed the word Triads 
Trinitjf that abftnuSl term, which was already familiar to the fchools 
jpf pbflofophy, mufl have been introduced into the theology of the 
Chriftians after the middle of the fecond century. 

VOL, III. Y pridd 
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CHAP, pride of the ptofeflbrs, and of their difciples, was 
^^^' , fatisfled with the fcience of words. Butthenroft 
ikgacious of the Chriftian theologians, the great 
Athanafius himfelf, has candidly confeffed^*, that 
whenever he forced his underflanding to mediate 
on the divinity of the Logos^ his toilfome and 
unavailing efforts recoiled on themfelves; that 
the more he thought, the lefs he comprehended ; 
and the more he wrote, the lefs capable was he 
of expreffing his thoughts. In every ftep of the- 
enquiry, we are compelled to feel and acknow- 
ledge the immeafurable difproportion between 
the fize of the objedl and the capacity of the hu- 
man mina* We may ftrive to ab(lra6t the notions 
of time, of fpace, and of matter, which fo clofely 
adhere to all the preceptions of our experimental 
knowledge. But as foon as we prefoihe to rea- 
fon of infinite fubftance, of fpiritual generation; 
as we often as we deduce any pofitive conclu- 
fions from a negative idea, we are involved in 
darknefs, perplexity, and inevitable contradic- 
tion. As thefe difficulties arife from the nature 
of the fubjedl, they opprefs, with the fame infu- 
perable weight, thephilofophic and the theological 
difputant ; but we may obferve two effential and 
peculiar circumftances, which difcriminated the 
do6lrinesof the Catholic church from the opinions 
of the Platonic fchool. 

!Zeaiofthe I. A chofen fociety of philofophers, men of a 
liberal education and curious difpofition, might 

'* Atbaqafiusy torn. i. p. 808. His exprelSons have an unconunoii 
energy; and as he was writing to Mor^Sy tliere could not be any 
occafion for him to afiS a rational language. 

' filently 
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filently meditate, and temperately difcufs^ in the c H A P. 
gardens of Athens or the library of Alexandria, ^' 
the abftrufe queftions of metaphyfical fcience* 
The lofty fpeculations, which neither convinced 
the underftanding, nor agitated the pailions, of 
the Platonifts themfelves, were carelefsly over^ 
looked by the idle, the bufy, and even the ftu- 
dious part of mankind". But after the Logos 
had been revealed as the (acred objedl of the faith, 
the hope, and the religious worfhip of the ChriA 
tians } the myfterious fyftem was embraced by a 
l^umerous and increafing multitude in every pro-* 
vince of the Roman world. Thofe perfons who, . 
from their age, or fex, or occupations, were the 
lead qualified to judge, who were the leaft exer* 
cifed in the habits of abftra6t reafoping ; afpired 
to contemplate the oeconomy of the divine Na^ 
ture : and it is the boafl of TertuUian^S that a 
Chriftian mechanic could readily anfwer fuch 
queilions as had perplexed the wifeft of the Gre- 
cian fages. Where the fubjedl lies fo far beyond 
our reach, the difFefence between the higheft and 
the lowell of human underftandings may indeed 
be calculated as infinitely fraall ; yet the degree 
of weaknefs may perhaps be meafured by the de- 
gree of obftinacy and dogmatic confidence. Thefe 

^^ In a treatifey which profellbd to expUm the Opinions of the an- 
cient philoibphers concerning the nature of the gods,^ we might ex- 
pedl to difcover the theological Trinity of Plato. But Cicero very 
lioneftly confefled, that although he had tranflated the Timaeusy he 
could never underftand that myfterious dialogue. See Hieronym. 
praef. ad 1. xii. in Ifaiamy toni. v. p. 154. 

'^ Tertullian, in Apolog. c. 46. See Bayle, DidUonaire, au mot 
Simonide, His remarks on the prefumption of Tertullian are pro* 
found and interelling. 

Y 2 fpecu- 
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CHAP, ipeculations^ inflead of being treated as the 
^* , amufetnent of a vacant hour, became the moft 
ferious bufinefs of the prefent, and the moil ufe- 
ful preparation for a future, life. A theology, 
which it was incumbent to believe, which it was 
impious to doubt, and which it might be danger- 
ous, and even fatal, to miilake, became the fa- 
miliar topic of private meditation and popular 
difcourfe. The cold indifference of philofophy 
was inflamed by the fervent fpirit of devotion ; 
and even the metaphors of common language 
fuggefled the fallacious prejudices of fenfe and 
experience. The Chriftians, who abhorred the 
grofs and impure generation of the Greek. my-» 
thology^^ were tempted to argue from the fami-i 
liar analogy of the fllial and paternal relations. 
The character of Son feemed to imply a perpe- 
tual fubordination to the voluntary author of 
his exiftence^* ; but as the a6t of generation,. in 
the mod fpiritual and abilra£l;ed fenfe, mufl be 
fuppofed to tranfmit the properties of a common 
nature ^% they durft not prefume to circumfcribe 

^' La^antlus, iv. 8. Yet the Probole^ or Prolatioy which the moft 
orthodox divines borrowed without fcruple from the Vaientiniansy 
and illuflrated by the comparifons of a fountain and ftreani} the 
fun and its rays> &c. either meant nothing, or favoured a materud 
idea of the divine generation. See Beaufobre^ torn. i. 1. iii. c. 7. 
p. 548. 

^^ Many of the primitive writers have frankly confefled, • that the 
Son owed his being to the <will of the Father. See Clarke's Scripture^ 
Trinity, p. 280—287. On the other hand, Athanafius and his 
followers feem unwilling to grant what they are afraid to deny. The 
fchoobnen extricate themfelves from this difficulty by the diftin^on 
of a preceding and a concomitant wilL Petav. Dogm. Theolog. torn. ii. 
L vi. c. 8. p. 587 — 603. 

^^ See Petav Pogm. Theog. toin.iL 1. ii. c. lo. p. 156* 

12 the 
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the powers or the duration of the fon of an 
eternal and omnipotent Father. Fourfcore years 
after the death of Chrift, the Chrittians of Bi- 
thynia declared before the tribunal of Pliny, 
that they invoked him as a god ; and his divine 
honours have been perpetuated in every age 
and country, by the various fe6ls who affiime 
the name of his difciples'^ Their tender re- 
verence for. the memory of Chrift, and their 
horror for the profane worfhip of any created 
being, would have engaged them to affert the 
equal and abfolute divinity of the LbgoSj if 
their rapid afcent towards the throne of hea- 
ven had not been imperceptibly checked by 
the appreheniion of violating the unity and fole 
fupremacy of the great Father of Chrift and 
of the Univerfe. The fulpenfe and fluftua- 
tion produced in the minds of the Chriftians 
by thefe oppofite tendencies, may be obferved 
in the writings of the theologians who flou- 
rifhed after the end of the apoftolic age, and 
before the origin of the Arian controverfy. 
Their fuffrage is claimed, with equal confi- 
dence, by the orthodox and by the heretical 
parties; and the moft inquifitive critics have 
fairly allowed, that if they had the good for- 
tune of poffeffing the Catholic verity, they have 



^" Carmenque Chrifto quafi Deo dicere fecum invicem. Flin. 
Epift. X. 97. The fenfe of Deujj Bto^, Elobim, in the ancient Ian* 
guages, is critically examined by Le Clerc (Ars Critica, p. 150— 
156.), and the propriety of worshipping a very excellent creature 
is ably defended by the Socinian Emlyn (Tra^s, p. 29 — 36. 
ii— 145.> 
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delivered their conceptions in loofe, inaccurate, 
and fometimes contradi6lory language ^\ 
Authority^ II* The devotion of individuals was the firft 
^^^e circumftance which diftinguiflied the Chriftians 
from the Piatoniftsj the fecond was the au- 
thority of the church. The difciples of philo- 
fophy aflerted the rights of intelleftuai freedom, 
and their refpefil for the fentiments of their 
teachers was a liberal and voluntary tribute, 
which they offerfed to fuperior reafon. But the 
Chriflians formed b, numerous and difciplined 
fociety ; and the jurifdi6lion of their laws and 
inagiilrates was ftridtly exercifed over the minds 
of the faithful. The loofe wanderings of the 
imagination were gradually confined by creeds 
qnd confeffions *' } the freedom of private judg^ 
ment fubmitted to the public wifdom of fynods ; 
the authority of a theologian was determined 
by his ecqleiiaftic^l rank; and the epifcopal 
fucceflbrs of the apoftles inflicted the cenfures 
of the church on thofe who deviated from the 
orthodox belief Biit in an age of religious con- 
troverfy, every a6l of oppreffion adds new force 
to the elaflic vigour of the mind ; and the zeal 
or obflinacy of a fpiritual rebel was fometimes 
ftin)ulated hy fecret inotivea of s^mbitioi^ or 



^* See Daille de Ufu Patruniy and Le Clerc^ Bibliodieque Univer- 
fellcy torn. X. p. 409. To arraign the faith of the Anti-Nicene fathers^ 
was the obje^) or at leafi has been the efk6if of the Ihipendous work 
of Petavius on the Trinity (Dogm. Theolog, torn ii.) ; nor has the 
deep impreifion been ended by the learned defence of Biihop BuH. 

^ The moft ancient creeds were drawn up with the greateft lati- 
tude* See Boll (Judicium Ecdef. Cathol.)^ who tries to prevent 
£pifcopu8 from deriving any advantage from this obfervatioiiy 

avarice, 
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avarice. A metaphyfical argument became the c H a p. 
caufe or pretence of political contefts ; the fub- . ^_^*_^ 
tieties of the Platonic fchool were ufed as the PaAioiM. 
badges of popular fa6tions, and the diftance 
which feparated their refpe^tive tenets was en- 
larged or magnified by the acrimony of difpute. 
As long as thfe dark herefies of Praxeas and 
Sabellius laboured to confound the Father with 
the Son *', the orthodox party might be excufed 
if they adhered more ftri6lly and more earneftly 
to the difltn&ion^ than to the eqiuxUtyj of the 
divine perfons. But as foon as the heat of con- 
troveriy had fubfided, and the progrefi of the 
SabdUans was no longer an object of terror to 
the churches of Rome, of Africa, or of Egypt j 
the tide of theological opinion began to flow with . 
a gentle but fteady motion toward the contrary 
extreme ; and the moft orthodox do£t;ors allowed 
themfelves the ufe of the terms and definitions 
which had been cenfured in the mouth of the 
fe&arie8^% After the edi€l of toleration had 
reftored peace and leifure to the Chriflians, the 
Trinitarian controverfy was revived in the ancient 
feat of Platonifm, the learned, the opulent, the 
tumultuous city of Alexandria \ and the flame of 
religious difcord was rapidly communicated from 
the fchools to the clergy, the people, the pro^ 

^' The btreiies of PraxeaSf Sabelliusy &c. are accurately explamed 
by Moflieim (p. 425* 680 — 7i4*)> Praxeas, who came to Rome about 
the end of the fecond centuiy^ deceived, for fome time> the iim* 
pUcity of the bilhopi and was confuted by the pen of the angry Ter- 
tullian* 

^' Socrates acKnpwledges, that the herefy of Arius proceeded fram 
his firong defire to embrace an opinion the moft diametrically oppofit* 
tpthal^olSabellins. 

Y 4 vince. 
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CHAP, vince, and the Eaft. The abftrufe queftion of 
^ ^1' I the eternity of the Logos was agitated in ecele- 
fiaftical conferences, and popular fermons ; and 
Anus* the heterodox opinions of Arius*^ were foon 
made public by his own zeal, and by that of his 
adverfaries. His mofl implacable adverfaries 
have acknowledged the learning and blame- 
lefs life of that eminent prefbyter, who, ia a 
. former election, had declared, and perhaps ge* 
neroufly declined, his pretenfions to the epis- 
copal throne ^*. His competitor Alexander aC- 
fumed the office of his judge. The impoii;ant 
caufe was argued before him ; and if at firft he 
feemed to hefitate, he at length pronounced his 
final fentence, as an abfolute rule of faith ^*. 
The undaunted prefbyter, who prefumed to 
jefift the authority of his angry biihop, was fepa- 
rated from the communion of the church* But 
the pride of Arius was fupported by the ap- 
plaufe of a numerous party. He reckoned 
among his immediate followers two bifhops of 



^ The figure and manners of Arius, the character and numbers 
of his firft profelytes) are painted in very lively colours by Epiphanius 
(torn. i. Hxref. Ixix. 3. p. 7299); and we cannot but regret that he 
ihould foon forget the hiftopian, to aflume the talk of controverfy. 

^ See Phil<^rgiu8 (l.i. c.3.) and Godefroy's ample Conmientary. 
Yet the credibility of Philoftorgius is leflenedy in the eyes of the 
orthodox, by his Arianiim; and' in thofe of rational critics^ by his 
paffiouy his prejudice^ and his ignorance. - 

' ^^ Sozomen (1. i. c. 15.) reprefents Alexander as ihdifierenty and 
even ignorant, in the beginning of the controverfy ; while Socrates 
(1* i. c. 5.) afcribes the origin of the difpute to the vain curiofity of 
his theological fpeculations. Dr. Jortin (Remarks on Ecclefiaftical 
Hiftory, vol. ii. p. 17^.) has cenfured, with his ufual freedom, the 
condudl of Alexander ; i«rp^ o^y cfaTrTfrai • • . » ojiim»$ ^^Q9 

Egypt, 
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Egypt, feven prelbyters, twelve deacons, and chap. 
(what may appear almoft incredible) feven hun- x^^- 
dred virgins. A large majo/ity of the biihops 
of Afia appeared to fupport or favour his caufe; 
and their meafures were condudled by Eufebius 
of Caefarea, the oioft learned of the Chriftian 
prelates ; and by Eufebius of Nicomedia, who 
had acquired the reputation of a ftatefman with- 
out forfeiting that of a faint. Synods in Palef- 
tine and Bithynia were oppofed to the fynods of 
Egypt. The attention of the prince and people 
^as attracted by this theological difpute ; and 
the decifion, at the end of fix years ^% was re- 
ferred to the fupreme authority of the general A.D.318, 
council of Nice. - — 3»5. 

When the my fteries of the Chriftian faith were Three fyf. 
dangeroufly expofed to public debate, it might ^nMof the 
be obferved, that the human underftanding was "^^' 
capable of forming three diftinft, though imper- 
fedl, iyftems, concerning the nature of the Di- 
vine Trinity; and it was pronounced, that none 
of thefe iyftems, in a pure and abfolute fenfe, 
were exempt from herefyancf error *^ I. Ac- Arianifm. 
cording to the firft hypothefis, which was main- 

^ The flames of Arianifm might bum for fome time in fecret ; 
but there is reafon to believe that they burft out with violence 
^B eariy as the year 319. Tiliemont> Mem. Ecclef. torn. vi. p. 774 , 
— 780. 

^7 Quid cr^didit ? Certe, aut tria nomma audiens tres Deos efle 
credidit» et idoloUtra effedius eft; aut in tribus vocabulis trinominem 
credens Deum^ in Sabellii haerefium incurrit ; aut edodlus ab Arianis 
unum efle verum Deum Patrem» filium et fpiritum fandlum credidit 
creaturas. Aut extra haec quid credere potuerit nefcio. Hieronym. 
adv. Luciferianos. Jerom referves for the laft the orthodox fyftera» 
, which is more complicated and difficult. 

tained n 
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CHAP, tained by Arius and his difciples, the Logos 
'^^* was a dependent and fpontaneous production, 
created from nothing by the will of the Father. 
The Son, by whom all things were made ^5 had 
been begotten before all worlds, and the longefl 
of the allronomical periods could be compared 
only as a fleeting moment to the extent of his 
duration; yet this duration was not ipfinite^, 
and there had been a time which preceded the 
ineffable generation of the Logos. On this only 
begotten Son the Almighty Father had trans- 
fufed his ample fpirit, and impreffed the efful- 
gence of his glory. Vifible image of invifible 
perfection, he faw, at an immeafurable diftance 
beneath his feet, the thrones of the brighteft 
archangels : yet he flione only with a reflected 
light, and, like the fons of the Roman emperors, 
who were invefl:ed with the titles of Caefar or 
^ Augufl;us*'*, he governed the univerfe in obe- 
dience to the will of his Father and Monarch* 

Trithcifin. II. In the fecond hypothefis, the Logos pofTeflTed 
all the inherent, incommunicable perfeftions, 
which religion and philofophy appropriate to the 
Supreme God. Three diftin^ and infinite minds 
or fubftances, three co-equal and co-eternal 

^ As the dofSb-ine of abfc^te creation from noUung, was gradually 
introduced among the Chriilians (Beaufobre» tom.ii. p. 165 — 2i5«]» 
the dignity of the workman very naturally rofe with that of the 
mjork. 

♦9 The metaphyfics of Dr. Clarke (Scripture Trinity, p. 276 — »8o.j 
could digell an eternal generation from an infinite cauie. 

^ This prophane and abfurd fimile is employed by feveral of the 
pnm^tive fathers, particularly by Athenagoras, in his apology to tt? 
Emperor Marcus and his fon ; and it is aUeged without cenfure, by 
)5uU iimfelf. See Defenf. Fid. Nicen. f.iiL c. 5. N^ 4* 

9 beings, 
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beings, compofed the Divine Effence^'; and chap. 
it would have implied contradi^ion, that any of ^* 
them fhou^d not have exifled, or that they 
fliould ever ceafe to exift 5^ The advocates of 
a fyftem which feemed to eftabliih three inde- 
pendent Deities, attempted to preferve the unity 
of the Firft Caufe, fo confpicuous in the deiign 
and order of the world, by the perpetual concord 
of their adminiftration, and the eflential agree- 
ment of their will. A faint refemblance of this 
unity of a6lion may be difcovered in the focie- 
ties of men, and even of animals. The caufes 
which difturb their harmony proceed only from 
the imperfeftion and inequality of their facul- 
ties: but the omnipotence which is guided by 
infinite wifdom and goodnefs, cannot fail of 
chufing the fame means for the accompliihment 
of the fame ends. III. Three Beings, who, by SabeUian- 
the felf-derived neceffity of their exiftence, '^^ 
poffefs all the divine attributes in the mbft per^ 
feO: degree ; who are eternal in duration, infi- 
nite in ipace, and intimately prefent to each 
other, and to the whole univerfe; iirefiftibly 
force themfelves on the afi^oniihed mind, as 
one ?md the fame Being 5% who, in the oeco- 

'' See Cudworth's Intelle^ual Syfteniy p. 559. ^79. This dangeroua 
hypothefis was countenanced by the two Gregoriesi of Nyila and Na- 
^imzenf by Cyril of Alexandria, John of Damaicuss &c. See Cadworth» 
p. 603. Le Clerc, Bibliotheque Univerfelle, torn, xviii. p. 97 — 105. 

^* AuguiUn feem^ to envy the freedom of the Philofophers. Liberit 
veibis loquuntur philofophi ..... Nos autem non dicimus duo ve^ 
tria principla» duos yel tres Deos. De Civitat. Dei^ x. 23. 

^^ Boetiusy who was deeply verfed in the philofophy of Plato ^Jxd^ 
Ariflotley explains the unity of the Trinity by the indifference of the^ 
three perfons. Se^ ^ Jud^cioys remarks of Le Clercy Bibliotheque 
^hoifiey toAi. xvit p. %%s»'^* 

nomy 
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CHAP, noray of grace, as well as in that of nature, may 
. ^^^' manifeft himfelf under different forms, and be 
conGdered under different afpe6ls. By this hy- 
pothefis, a real fubftantial Trinity is refined into 
a trinity of names, and abflra6t modifications, 
that fubftfl only in the mind which conceives 
them. The Logos is no longer a perfon, but an 
attribute ; and it is only in a figurative fenfe, 
that the epithet of Son can be applied to the 
eternal reafbn which was with God from the 
beginning, and by whichy not by whom^ all 
things were made. The incarnation of the 
Logos is reduced to a mere infpiration of the 
Divine Wifdom, which filled the foul and di- 
refted all the a6tions of the man Jefus. Thus, 
after revolving round the theological circle, we 
are furprifed to find that ^he Sabellian ends 
where the Ebionite had begun ; and that the 
idcomprehenfible myflery which excites our 
adoration, eludes our enquiry **. 
Council If the bifhops of the council of Nice " had 

of Nice, been permitted to follow the unbiafTed dictates 
*^*'^* of their confcience, Arius iand his afTociates 

^ If the Sabellians were ilartled at this conclufion, they were driven 
down another precipice into the confeflion, that the Father was bom 
of a virgin^ that be had fufiered on the crofs ; and thus deferved the 
odious epithet of Patri paJUiansy with which they were branded by 
their adverfaries. See the invedlives of Tertullian againft Praxeas, 
and the temperate refleiftions of Mofheim (p. 423. 681.); and Beau- 
fobre, torn. i. 1. iii. c. 6. p. 533. 

*' The tranfadlions of the council of Nice are related by the 
ancients, not oiily in a partial, but in a very imperfeA manner. 
Such a pidiure as Fra-Psioio would have drawn, can never be re* 
covered ; but fuch rude (ketches as have been traced by the pencil 
of bigotry, and that of reafon, may be feen in Tilleihont (Mem. 
Ecclef. tom.v. p. 669 — 759.) and in Le Clerc (Bibliotheque Univer- 
fclle, tom.x. p.435 — 454«> . 

could 
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could fcarcely have flattered themfelves with the chap. 
hopes of obtaining a msgority of votes, in favour , ^j' ^ 
of an hypothefis fo dire6lly adverfe to the two 
moil . popular opinions of the Catholic world. 
The Arians loon perceived the danger of their 
fituation, and prudently aiTumed thofe modeft 
virtues, which, in the fury of civil and religious 
di^eniions, are feldom pradlifed, or even praifed, 
except by the weaker party. They recommended 
the exercife of Chriftian charity and moderation; 
urged the incomprehenfible nature of the con- 
troverfy; difclaimed the ufe of any terms or de- 
finitions which could not be found in the Scrip- 
tures ; and offered, by very liberal conceffions, 
to fatisfy their adverfaries, without renouncing 
the integrity of their own principles. The vic- 
torious fa6tion received all their propofals with 
haughty fufpicion ; and anxioufly fought for 
fome iyreconcileable mark of diilin6lion, the re- 
jedtion of which might involve the Arians in the 
guilt and cpnfequences of herefy. A letter was 
publicly r^ad, and ignominioufly torn, in which 
their patron, Eufebius of Nicomedia, ingenuoufly 
confeffed, that the admiflion of the Homoousion, 
or Confubftantial, a word already familiar to the The Ho- 
Platonifts, was incompatible with the principles "^"^^"^ 
of their theological fyftem. The fortunate op- 
portunity was eagerly embraced by the bilhops, 
who governed the refolutions of the fynod; and, 
according to the lively expreflion of Ambrofe^^, 

they 

56 We are indebted to Ambrofe (de Fide, 1. iii. cap. ult.) for the 
knowledge of this curious anecdote. Hoc verbum pofuerunt Patres, 

quod 
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CHAP, they ufed the fword, which herefy itfelf had drawn 
XXI. fj.Qm ^he fcabbard, to cut off the head of the 
hated monfter. The confubftantiality of the 
Father and the Son was eilablilhed by the coun- 
cil of Nice, and has been unanimoufly received 
as a fundamental article of the Chriftian faith, 
by the confent of the Greek, the Latin, the 
Oriental, and the Proteftant churches. But if 
the fame word had not ferved to (ligmatize the 
heretics^ and to unite the Catholics, it would 
have been inadequate to the purpofe of the ma- 
jority, by whom it was introduced into the ortho- 
dox creed. This majority was divided into two 
parties, diftinguiflied by a contrary tendency to 
the fentiments of the Tritheifts and of the Sa- 
bellians. But as thofe oppofite extremes feemed 
to overthrow the foundations either of natural, 
or revealed, religion, they mutually agreed to 
qualify the rigour of their principles; and to 
difavow the juft, but invidious, confequences, 
which might, be urged by their antagonifts. 
The intereft of the common caufe inclined 
them to join their numbers, and to conceal their 
differences; their animofity was foftened by the 
healing counfels of toleration, and their difputes 
were fufpended by the ufe of the myfteriou* 
Homooujion^ which either party wasiree to inter- 
pret according to their peculiar tenets. The 
Sabellian fenfe, which, about fifty yeari^ before, 
had obliged the council of Antioch" to prohibit 

quod viderunt adverlkrils efle formidini ; ut tanquam evagiaata ab 
ipfis gladioy ipfum nefandae caput hersfeos amputarent. 

*7 See Bull, Defenf. Fid. Nicen. fe(Sl.ii. c.i. p. 45 — 36. He 
thinks it his duty to reconcile two orthodox fynods. 

this 
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this celebrated term, had endeared it to thofe chap. 
theologians who entertained a fecret but partial , ^l* 
afie6tion for a nominal Trinity. But the more 
fafhionable faints of the Arian times, the intrepid 
Athanafius, the learned Gregory Nazianzen^ 
and the other pillars of the church, whp fup^ 
ported with ability and fuccefs the Nicene doc- 
trine, appeared to confider the expreffion of 
Jub/bmcej as if it had been fynonymous with 
that of nature ; and they ventured to illuilrate 
their meaning, by affirming that three men, as 
they belong to the fame common fpecies, are 
confubftantial or homooufian to each other ^*« 
This pure and diftinft equality was tempered, 
on the one hand, by the internal connection, 
and fpiritual penetration, which indiflblubly 
unites the divine perfons ^' ; and on the other, 
by the pre-eminence of the Father, which was 
acknowledged as far as it is compatible with the 
independence of the Son ^. Within thefe li- 
mits the almoit invifible and tremulous ball of 
orthodoxy was allowed fecurely to vibrate. On 
either fide, beyond this confecrated ground, the 

^ According to Ariftotle^ the ftars were honuwufian to each other. 
^ That Homooii/Soj means of one fubftance in Aind^ hath been ihewn 
« by Petaviusi Curcellaeus, Codworth, Le Clerc, &c. and to Iprove 
•* it» would be a&um agere.^^ This is the juft remark of Dr. Jortin 
(vol. iL p. 2i2.)» who examines the Arian controverfy with leamingt 
candour, and ingenuity. 

*' See Petavius (Dogm. Theolog. torn. ii. L iv. c. 16. p.453» &c.)^ 
Cudworth (p. 559.), Bull (fe<ft. iv. p. %%$ — 290. edit. Grab.). The 
vtftx^^fmi or circuminceffith is perhaps the deepeft and darkeft comer 
of the whole theological abyfs. 

*^' The third feAion of Bull's Defence of the Nicene Faith, which 
fome of his ahtagoniib have called nonfenfey and others herefy, is 
coaiecrated to the fupremacy of the Father. 

heretics 
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heretics and the daBinons lurked in ambuih to 
furprife and devour the unhappy wanderer. But 
as the degrees of theological hatred depend on. 
the fpirit of the war, rather than on the impor- 
tance of the controverfy, the heretics who de- 
graded, were treated with more feverity than 
thofe who annihilated, the perfon of the Son. 
The life of Athanafius was confumed in irrecon- 
cileable oppofition to the impious madne/s of 
the Arians ^' ; but he defended above twenty 
years the Sabellianifm of Marcellus of Ancjrra; 
and when at lad he was compelled to withdraw 
himfelf from his communion, he. continued to 
mention, with an ambiguous fmile, the venial 
errors of his refpe£table friend •*. 
Arian The authority of a general council, to which 

the Arians themfelves had been compelled to 
fubmit,infcribed on the banners of the orthodox 
party the myfterious chara6lers of the word 
Homoovfiony which eflentially contributed, not- 
withftanding fome obfcure difputes, fome noc- 
turnal combats, to maintain and perpetuate the 
uniformity of faith, or at leaft of language. The 
Confubilantialiils, who by their fuccefs have de- 
ferved and obtained the title of Catholics, gloried 
in the fimplicity and fteadinefs of their own creed, 

^' The ordinary appellation with which Athanafius and. his fol- 
lowers chofe to compliment the Arians, was that of Ariomanites. 

^' Epiphaniusy tom.i. Hseref^ IxxiL 4. p.837. See the adven- 
tures of Marcellus, in Tillemont (Mem. Ecclef. torn. vii. p. 880 — 
899.). His work in one book, of the unity .of God, was anfwered in. 
the three books» which are fiill extant, of Eufebius. After a long 
and careful examination^ Petavius (tom.ii. Li. c. 14. p. 78*) hasre* 
lu^tantly proaouAced the cojademnatioii of Marcellus* 

and 
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^Xkd infdted the repeated variettions of their ad* chap. 
Terfaries, who were deftitute of any certain rule , ^^ 
of faith. Thefiitcerity or the cunning of the 
Ariati chiefs, the fear of the laws of the people, 
their reverence for Chrift, their hatred of Atha- 
tiaiius, all the caufes, human a«id divine, that 
influence and difturb the cotinfels of a theolo- 
gical fa6lion, introduced aftKmg the fe^aries a 
fpirit of difcord and inconftancy, which, in the 
courfe of a few years, erected eighteen different 
models of religion ^% and avenged the violated 
dignity of the diUrch. The zealous Hilary % 
who, from the peculiar hardships of his fitua- 
iaoti, was inclined to extenuate rather than to 
aggravate the errok^s of the oriental clergy, de- 
dares, that in the wide extent of the ten pro- 
tirices of Afia, to which he had beenbaniflied, 
there could be found very few prelates who had 
preferved the knowledge of the true God^*. 
The oppreffion which he had felt, the diforders 
&f which he was the fpe6tator and the vi^ini, 
Ptpp&Sed^ during a &ort interval, the angry 

^^ Ad^atia&us in his efrffile cottcermog tke Sytuxis cff ieleucia and 
Riroini (torn. i. p. 8»6*-905.), his givei;! an ample lift of Arian 
creeds, which has been enlarged and improved by the labours of the 
kidefadgalble "nHemimt (Mem. Eccld*. torn. i4. p. 4^7.). 

^^ Eraiinus^ vnth jtdmirable fenfb and freedom, has delineated the 
juft charader of Hilary. To revife his text, to coropofe the annal0 
of Ids 4ife, and to joftiify his fentiments and condtiA, is the promoe of 
the 6^:iedidl4ne et^toro^ 

^ Abfque epifcopo Eleudo et paucb cum eo, ex majpre; parte Afianae 
decern provincie, inter quas confifto, vere Dettm nefciunt. Atque 
utiiiam penitus nefcirent! cum procUviore enim veni^ ignorarent quam 
«bti«^aF6i)t. Hilar. deSynodis, fnre de Fide OrientaliuAi, c. ^3 . p.z 1 86* 
«dit. BeffedkSi. In the celebra t ed parallel between atheifin and fupeT'i 
§lki(tn,^e Bilhop of Poitiers wocdd have beei^fnrpriM i» th6 philolb^ 
phic fociety of Bayle and Plutarch. 

Vouiii. z pafBons 
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CHAP, paflions of his foul; and in the following paflage^ 
t ^^i* I of which I (hall tranfcribe a few lines, the biiliop 
of Poitiers unwarily deviates into the ftyle of 
a Chriftian philofopher. " It is a thing," lays 
Hilary, " equally deplorable and dangerous, 
'^ that there are as many creeds as opinions 
^^ among men, as many do£lrines as inclina- 
*' tions, and as many fources of blafphemy as 
'^ there are faults among us ; becaufe we make 
^^ creeds arbitrarily, and explain them as arbi- 
** trarily. The Homooufion is rejected, and 
" received, and explained away by fucceflive 
*^ fynods. The partial or total refemblaoce 
" of the Father and of the Son, is a fubje6t of 
" difpute for thefe unhappy times* Every year, 
" nay every moon, we make new creeds to de» 
" fcribe invifible myfteries. We repent of what 
" we have done, we defend thofe who r^ient, 
" we anathematife thofe whom we defended. 
" We condemn either the do6lrine of others in 
*« ourfelves, or our own in that of others : and 
<* reciprocally tearing one another to pieces, we 
" have been the caufe of each other's ruin^V* 
Arianfeas, It wiU uot be expelled, it would not perhaps 
be endured, that I Ihould fwell this theological 
djgreffion, by a minute examina-tion of the eigh«« 
teen creeds, the authors of which, for the moft 
part, difclaimed the odious name of their parent 
Arius. It is amufing enough to delineate the 
form, and to trace the vegetation, of a lingular 

^^ Hilarius ad Confiantiumy 1. ii. c. 4» 5. p. ia&7y 122$. This 
remarkable paiTage deferved the attention of Mr. Locke, who has 
tranfcribed.it (vol. iii. p. 470.) into the model of his new common 
place book. ' 

plant J 
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plant; but the tedious detail of leaves without chap, 
flowers, and of branches without fruit, would , .^^ 
ibon exhauil the patience, and dilappoint the 
curiofity, of the laborious ftudent. One quef: 
tion which gradually arofe from the Arian c^n- 
troverfy, may however be noticed,, as it f^ved 
to produce knd difcriminate the three fe^s, whp 
were united only by their, coxnnoon aversion to 
the llomooufion of the Nicene fynpd* i. If they 
were aflced, whether the fon was Ifke unto the 
Father ; the queftion was. refolutely anfwered in 
the negative, by the heretics who julhered to the 
principles of Arius^ oriinjdeed'to thofe of pbilq* 
^phy; which feem.to.eftablifii ai) infinite. difj. 
ference between the Creator and the moftex^ 
cellent of his creatui^s, TJiis obvious cpi^fe- 
quence was maintained by Mtivs^^ on whpni 
llie zeal of his adver&ries beftowed the furnauie 
of the Atheift. His rqillefs a?id afpiiiing fpirit 
urged him to.try altaoft every, profeffion of h,u- 
man life. He was fucceffively aflav^, or at leaft 
a hufbandman, a travelling tinker, a goldfmith, 
a phyfician, a fchool mailer, a theologian, and 
at laft the apoftle of a new church, which was 
propagated by the abilities of bis difciple; Euno- 
mius ^^ Armed with texts of fcripture, apd with 

captious 

^7 In PhQoftorgius (1. iii. c. 15.) the clianuf^er and adventures of 
JEtius appear iingitlar enough diough they -are carefully foftened by 
the hand of a friend. The editor Godefroy (p. 15 3*)$ who was morf 
attached to his principles than to his author^ has colledied the odious 
cireumftances which his variofis adyerfaries have preferved or M^ 
vented. 

^^ According to the judgment of a man who refpedled both thoft 
Ift^ariesy j£tiu8 had been endowed with a ibronger undecfisad^g* 

2 % and 
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CHAP. Captious fyllogifms from the logic of Ariftotle, 
'^^^' the fubtle JEtius had acquired the feme of an 
invincible difj^utant, whom it was impoffible 
either to lilence or to convince. Such talents 
engaged the friendfhip of the Arian bifliops, 
till they wefe forced to renounce and even to 
^rfecute, a datigerotii^ jally, who, by the accu* 
iracy of his i^eafoning, had prejudiced their caufe 
in the popular opinion, and offended the piety 
of their mod devoted followers. 2. The omni- 
potence of the Creator fuggefted a fpectous and 
refpefilful folution of the Uktnefs of the Father 
and the Son ; atid faith might humbly receive 
what reafon could not prefume to deny, that the 
fupreme God might communicate bis infinite 
pei-feftions, and create a being fimilar only to 
himfelP'i Tbefe Arians were powerfiiUy fiip- 
ported by the weight a»d abititie» of their lead- 
ers, who had fucceedfed to tbe management of 
the Eufebian iaterefi, and who ocoipiad tbe 
principal thrones of the Ball; They detefted 
perhaps with Ibme affe^tertion, the impiety of 
!/3Etius ; tliey prolfeffed to believe, either without 
fielerVe, or according to the fcriptures, liiat the 
Son was different from all other creatures, and 
fimilar only to the Father. But tliey denied, liat 

and Eunomius had acquired more art and learning (Philoilorgius, 
l«.viB, c. iS^X '^^^ coofeiiBon and apology^ of Eunoznius (Fabridusy 
^ibiint. GrsBc. tinaa. vui. p. %s% — 305.) is one of the few becettcal 
pieoes which ha^% efcaped* 

-^ Yny acd^n^fig to th« opinion of Efiius and Boil (p. 29;i«)^ tkci« 
\»''X)Xit power» Ch^ &f c^^tion, which God cannot communicate to a 
creature. Eftius^ >vho fo accurately defined the limits of Ohiq^mk 
ten£t> was a Dutchn^ah by births and \xf trade % fcjioiaiiic divine. 
JEHifua^iittiflial. Jkcief/tom. wi. p«45. 

he 
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he MfM eitbQr of the fame, or of a iiwiUr fub- chap. 

ftance ; fometiines boldly juftifying their diffent^ ^^ 

and fometimes obje6ling to the ufe of tlie word 

ibbftance, which feems to imply an adequate, oc 

at le&ft a diftinS; notion of the nature of the Deity. 

3. The fe^ which aflerted the doiftrine of a iimilar 

fubftance, was the moil numerous, at leail in the 

provinces of Alia ; and when the leaders of both 

parties were aflembled in the council of Seleu* 

cia '°, their opiQion would have prevailed by a 

m^ority of one hundred and five to forty three 

biihops. The Greek word, which was cbofen to 

exprefs this myfteriaus refemblaace, bears fo 

cloib aa affinity to the oitbodox fymbol, that the 

profane of every age have derided the furioua 

c^tefts wbicj^ the digerenee of a fingie dipthong 

excited between the Homooufianfs and the Hq^ 

mojouilans. As it frequently happens, that th^ 

fi>uiDids and cfaara3;erswhicb approach the near^ft 

to ead<i other accidently reprefent the mod oppg^ 

fite ixkoa, the obfecvation would be itfelf ridici4- 

lotts, if it were poffible to mark any real and fejcu 

fiUe diftin^ion between the do^rine of the S^mi" 

Arians, a4 they were improperly ftyled, and that 

of the catholics tbemfelves. Tl>e Bi&op of VoU 

tiers, who in his Phrygian exile very wifely aimed 

at a Qoalition of parties, endeavours^ to ]^wq 

that, by a pious and faithful interpretation^, the 

HomOf 

^ Sabinus (ap. Socrat. 1. ii. c. 39.) had copied the ad» ; At^na^ 
fius and Hilary have explained the diviiions of dits Arian fynod ; 
die other circumltances which are rdative to it are carefnIW coUeAe^ 
byBaronius and Tillemont. 

'* Tiddi et pii intelligetitii . . . De Synod, c. 77. p. 1x93. Ih Ms 
fliort apologetical notes (firft publiihed by the Benedtdiiierftoai'm MS. 
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CHAP. Hdmoioti/wn may be reduced to a confubftatttiial 
xxr. fenfe. Yet he confeffes that the word has a dark 
and fufpicious afpe6l ; and, as if darknefs were 
congenial to theological difputes, the Semi- 
Arians, who advanced to the doors of the church, 
r affailed them with the moll unrelenting fury. 
Faith of The provinces of Egypt and Afia, which cul- 

the Weft- tivated the language and manners of the Greeks 
tin ^urcii. ^ad deeply imbibed the venom of the Arian con- 
' troverfy. The familiar ftudy of the Hatonic 
fyftem, a vain and argumentative difpofition, a 
copious and flexible idiom, fupplied the clergy 
and people of the Eaft with an inexhauilible flow 
of words and difl:in6i;ions ; and, in the midft of 
their fierce contentions, they eafily forgot the 
doubt which is recommended by philofophy, and 
the fubmiflion which is enjoined by religion. 
The inhabitants of the Wefl; were of a lefs itiqui- 
fitive fpirit ; their paflions were not fo forcibly 
moved by invifible objefts, their minds were l^ 
frequently exercifed by the habits of difpute; and 
fuch was the happy ignorance of the Gallican 
church, that Hilary himfelf, above thirty years 
after the firil general council, was fl^ill a ftranger 
to the Nicene creed '^ The Latins had received 



of Charteft) he obfenres^ that he ufed this cautious expreffioA qili iii^ 
telBgerem et impiam, p. iao6. See p. ii46. Fhilofiorgius> who law 
thofe ohje<5l8 through a different medium> is inclined to forget the 
difierence of the important dipthong. See in particular, viii. 17. and 
Godefroy, p. 35»» 

'' Teftor Deum cceli atque terrae mecum neutrum audiflem, femper 
lamen utnunque feniiire . • « • Regeneratus pridem & in epifcopatu 
aliquantifper manens fidem Nicenam nunquam nifi exfulaturus audivi. 
Hilar; de Synodisi c. xci. p.1205. The fienedicfUnes are perfuaded 
that he goyeamed the dipcefe of Poitiers feveral years before his exile* 

. • the 
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the rays of divine knowledge through the dark chap. 
and doubtful medium of a tranflation. The po- , ^^ ^ 
verty and ftubbomnefs of their native tongue was 
not always capable of affording juft equivalents 
for the Greek terms, for the technical words of 
the Platonic philofophy ", which had been con- 
fecrated by the gofpel or by the churchy to ex- 
prefs the myfteries of the Chriftian faitb ; and a 
verbal defeat might introduce into the Latin theo- 
logy, a long train of error or perplexity '*• ' But 
as the weilern provincials had the good fortune, 
of deriving their religion from an orthodox fource, 
they preferved with fleadinefs the do6trine which 
they had accepted with docility ; and when the^ 
Arian peftilence approached their frontiers they 
were fupplied with the fealbnable prefervative of 
the Homooufion, by the paternal care of the Ro- 
man pontiff. Their fentiments and their temper CouncU of 
were difplayed in the memorable fynod of Ri- j^^^*^^^ 
mini, which furpafled in numbers the council of 
Nice, fince it was compofed of above four hun- 
dred bifhops of Italy, A£ ica, Spain,Gaul, Britain, 
and Illyricum. From the firft debates it appeared, 
that only fburfcore prelates adhered to the party^ 
though ^Aey affe^edtoanathematife the nameand 
memory, of Arius, But this inferiority was com- 
penfated by the advantages of flull, of experience, 

7^ Seneca (Epift. Iviii.) complaiiis that even the to oy of the Plato- 
nifisy (the enj of the bolder fchoolmen) could not be exprefled by a 
Latin noun* 

. 7^ The preference which the fourth council of the Lateran at length 
^ve to a numerical rather than a g^rical unity (fee Petav. torn. ii« 
1. iy. c. 13. p. 444.) was favoured by the Latin language : T^ta; feems 
to excite the idea of fubfiance> trinitas of qualities. 

z 4 and 
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C H A Fr md of difcipline; and the minority was conda£fced 
^^^ , by Valens and Urfacius, two biihops of lUyricuniy 
who had fpent their lives in the intrii^ues of courts 
and councils, and who had been trained tinder 
the Euiebian banner, iu the religious wars of the 
Eaft. By their arguments and negociations, they 
embarrafled, they confounded, they at lail de« 
eeived, the honeft fimpHcity of the Latin bifbops} 
who fuffered the palladium of the faith to be ex- 
torted from their hands by fraud and importunity, 
rather than by open violence. The council of Ri- 
fliini was not allowed to feparate, till the mem-' 
bershad imprudently fubfcribed a captious creed, 
in which fome exprefBons, fufceptible of an here« 
tical fenfe, were inferted in the room of the Ho* 
ilfKK)ufion. It was on this occafion, that, accord* 
ing to Jerom, the world was furprifed to find 
itfelf Arian "^ But the biftiops^ of the Latin pro- 
vinces had no fooner reached their refpefitive dio- 
eefes, than they difcovered their miftake, and re* 
pented of their weaknefs. The ignominious capi- 
tulation was rejefted with. difdain and abhorrence; 
and the Homooufian ftandard, which had beeH 
fliaken but not overthrown, was more firmly 
replanted in all the churches of the Weft '^ 
ConduA of Such was the rife and progrefs, and fuch were 
r^«*b^Ae the natural revolutions^ of thofe theological di£ 

Arian con- 

troveify. n rngdmuit totut drbbi et AriuiUMt ftc^ miratlis eft. Hieronym. 

jdv. Lucifer, torn. i. p. 145. 

7^ The ftoiy of the council of Rimini is very elegantly told by 

Sulpiciuf Severus (Hift« Sacra, Lii. p^4i9e*— 430. edit. Ludg. Bat. 

i647.,» and by Jerom, in lii» dkflog<i^ agjunft the Luciferians. The 

defign of the latter is to apologize for ^oeadfiA of tk» JLaib bi£bop8» 

who were deceive^ aad who tepeoMi 

puteSy 
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pQtes, which diiturbed the peace of Chriftianity 
under the reigns of Conftantine and of hi& fons. 
But as thofe princes pr^famed to extend their 
delpotifm over the feitb, as well as over the lives 
and fortunes, of their fubje^ts ; the weight of 
their fuffrage ibmetimes inclined the eccleli- 
aftical balance : and the prerogatives of the 
King of Heaven were fettled, or changed, or 
modified, in the cabinet of an earthly monarch* 

The unhappy fpirit of difcord which pervaded indiffen- 
the provinces of the Eaft, interrupted the tri- ^ ^^^ 
umph of Conftantine ; but the Emperor con- tine, 
tinned for fome time to view, with cool and ^^" 3*^ 
carelefs indifference, the object of the dil]3Ute. 
As he was yet ignorant of the difficulty of ap- 
pealing the quarrels of theologians, he addreffed 
to the contending parties, to Alexander and to 
Arius, a moderating epiftle"; which may h& 
afcribed with far greater reafon, to the untu- 
tored fenfe of a foldier and ftatefman, than to 
the dictates of any of his epifcopal counfellors. 
He attributes the origin of the whole contro- 
verfy to a trifling and fubtle qUeftion, concern- 
ing an incomprehenfible point of the law, which 
was fooliihly afked by the bifliop and impru- 
dently refolved by the prefbyter. He laments 
that the Chriftian people, who had the feme 
God, the fame religion, and the fame worfhip, , 
fliould be divided by fuch inconflderable diftinc- 

^ Eufebius, in Vit. Conftant. 1, ii. c. 64 — ya* The principles of 
toleration and religious indiiferencey contained in this epiflle, have 
given great offence to Barmuus, Tillemonty &c. who fiippofe that 
the Emperor had fome evil counfellor, either Satan or Eufebius, at 
iiis elbow. See Jordii's lUmvi^ tom« Ju pt i83» 

tions J 
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CHAP, tiohs; and he ferioufly recommends to the clergy 
^' of Alexandria the example of the Greek philo^ 
fophers ; who could maintain their arguments 
without loiing their temper, and affert their 
freedom without violating their friendfliip. The 
indifference and contempt of the fovereign would 
have been, perhaps, the moil efFe£lual method of 
lilencing the difpute: if the popular current had 
been lefs rapid and impetuous; and if Conflaa- 
tine himfelf, in the midll of fa6tion and fanati- 
cifm, could have preferved the calm pofleffion of 
his own mind. But his ecclefiaftical minifters 
foon contrived to feduce the impartiality of the 
Kis zeal, magiflratc, and to awaken the zeal of the profe- 
AJ).3»5' lyte. He was provoked by the infults which 
had been offered to his ftatues ; he was alarmed 
by the real, as well as the imaginary, magnitude 
of the fpreading mifchief ; and he extinguiihed 
the hope of peace and toleration, from the mo- 
ment that he affembled three hundred biihops 
within the walls of the fame palace. The pre- 
fence of the monarch fwelled the importance of 
the debate ; his attention multiplied the argu- 
ments ; and he expofed his perfon with a patient 
intrepidity, which animated the valour of the 
combatants. Notwithflanding tlie applaufe 
which has been beftowed on the eloquence and 
fagacity of Conflantine '* ; a Roman general, 
whofe religion might be flill a fubje6fc of doubt, 
and whofe mind had not been enlightened either 
by ftudy or by infpiration, was indifferently qua- 
lified to difcufs, in the Greek language, a rneta* 

7^ Eufebiusy in Vit. Conitantin. L iii. c. 13* 

13 . phyfical 
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phyfical queftioD, or an article of faith. Biitthe chap. 
credit of his favourite Ofius, who appears to have ,_ -^ , - , ^ 
prefided in the council of Nice, might difpofe 
the Emperor in favour of the orthodox party; 
and a well-timed inlinuation, that the fame 
Eufebius of Nicomedia, who now protected the 
heretic, had lately affifted the tyrant % might 
exafperate him againft their adverfaries. The 
Nicene creed was ratified by Conftantine ; and 
his firm declaration, that thofe who refifted the 
divine judgment of the fynod, muft prepare 
themfelves for an immediate exile, annihilated 
the murmurs of a feeble oppofition which from 
feventeen, was almoil infi:antly reduced to two, 
protefling bifliopd. Eufebius of Caefarea yielded 
a relud;ant and ambiguous confent to the Ho- 
mooufion *° ; and the wavering conduct of the 
Nicomedian Eufebius ferved only to delay, about 
three months, his dilgrace and exile ''. The im- He perfe- 
pious Arius was baniihed into one of the remote ^*5® *® 
jprovinces of lUyricum; his perfoii and difciples 
were branded, by law, with the odious name of 

^ Theodoret has preferved (1. i. c« ao.) an epiftle from Cobftantine 
to the people of Nicomediay in which the monarch declares himfelf 
the public accufer of one of his fubjedls j he ftyles Eufebius, -nij 
rxffOMfnKrtq w/uiotv)t^ at//uijubvft)( ; and complains of his hoMe behaviour 
during the civil war. 

** See in Socrates (l.i. c.8.), or rather in Theodoret (1. i. c. iz.), 
an original letter of Eufebius of Caefarea,' in trhich he attempts to 
juflif)r hb fiibfcribing the Homooufion. The charadler of Eufebius 
has always been a problem ; but thofe who have read the fecond cri- 
tical epiflle of Lc Clerc (Ars Critica, torn. iii. p. 30 — 69.), muft enter- 
tain a very unfavourable opinion of the orthodoxy and fincerity of the 
Biihop of Cxfarea. 

^' Athanaiiusy tom.i. p. 727. Philoftorgius^ l.i. c. lo. and Oode- 
froy's Commentary, p. 41. 

Porphyrians; 
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CHAP. Porphyrians ; his writings were condemned to 
y^b ^ _, the flames, and a capital puniihment was de- 
nounced againfl thofe in whofe poiTei&on they 
ihould be £bund» The Emperor had now im* 
bibed the Ipirit of controverfy, and the angry 
farcailic ilyle of his edicts was deiigned to 
inipire his fubje£b& with the hatred which he had 
conceived againft the enemies of Chrift ^\ 
and the But, as if the condu£t of the Emperor had 

p^rt^* been guided by paffion inilead of principle, three 
A.D. years from the council of Nice were fcarcely 
3»«— 337- elapfed, before he difcovered fome fymptoms of 
inercy, and even of indulgence, towards the 
profcribed fe6k, which was fecretly protected by 
his favourite filler. The exiles were recalled ;, 
and Eufebius, who gradually refumed his influ* 
ence over the mind of Conflantine, was reilored 
to the epifcopal throne, from which he had been 
ignominioufly degraded. Arius himfelf was 
treated by the whole court with the Te€pe& 
which would have been due to an innocent and 
opprefled man. His faith was approved by the 
iynod of Jerufalem ; and the Emperor feemed 
impatient to repair his injuilice, by ifluing an 
abfolute command, that be ihould be folemnly 
admitted to the communion in the cathedral of 
Conftantinople. On the fame day, which had 
been fixed for the triumph of Arius, he ex« 
pired; — and the fl:range and horrid circum. 
fiances of his death might excite a fuQ)icion, 

^' Socntesy 1. i. c. 9. In liis circular letters^ whidi vnrt addrd&d to 
tlie feveral cittesy Coiiibmtiiie employed againft the heretics the arms 
of ridicule and comic Iraillery. 

15 that 
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that the orthodox faints had contributed more chap. 
efiicacioufly than by their prayers, to deliver the ^' 
ch arch from the mofl formidably of her ene- 
mies ^^^ The three principal leaders of the Ca« ' 
tfaolicsy Athanafius of Akxandria, Euftathiusof 
Antioch, and Paul of Conftantinople, were de-* 
pofed on various acciifations, by the fentence q£ 
numerous councils; and were afterwards ba- 
iiiilie^ into diftant provinces by the. firil of the 
Cfariftian emperors, who, in the Jaft moments 
cf hia life, received the rites of baptifm from 
the Arian bifliop of Nicomedia. The ecclefi* 
aftical government of Conilantine cannot be 
jnftiiied firom the reproach of levity and weak* 
tiefs. 9ot the credulous monarch, unfkiiled in 
the ftratagems of theological warfare, might be 
deceared by the modeft and (pecious profeffions 
Irf the heretics, whole fentiments he never per- 
fefbly underfiood; and while he prokedled Arius, 
and pierfecuted Athanaiicis, he Aill coaifidered the 
council of Nioe as the bulwark of the Chriftiao!! 
faith and the peculiivr glory of his own re%ii^^ 

•^ We <icrive the origmal ftory from Athanafius (torn. i. p. 670.3^ 
who cxprpITes ibnie relu<ftance to ftigmatize the memoty <tf the dead. 
He luight ^xa^vate, but tbe perpetual cotawetce.oi Alexamlria and 
Conftantinople would have rendered it dangerous to inrent. Thofe 
who prefs the literal narrative of the death' of Anus (his bowels fud- 
denly bu#ft out ina prWf ) lAuft make their'i^pdpa between /oi/bA and 
miraeie. 

^ The change in the fentimentSy or at leaft in the condufl, of 
Comftgittipe, may he traced in £ufebius (in \(it. Coniiant* L iii. c. 23. 
1. iv. c.4i.)» Socrates (l.i. ^^3^-*S9')> Sozomen (l.ii. c.i6 — $4,), 
Theodoret (t. i. c. 14 — 34.)^ and Bhilofiorgius (I. li. c. i — 17.}. 
But the fiKft of thefe writars was too netf the fceae oi a^liouy and the 
others were too remote from it. It « .iingukir enough, that the im- 
pottftnt ta& of continuing the biiloiy of the churchy ihould have been 
left for two .laymtn aad a rhesetic* 

The 
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The ions of Conilantine muft have been ad- 
mitted from their childhood into the rank of 
catechumens, but they imitated, in the delay of 
their baptifm, the example of their father. Like 
him, they prefumed to pronounce their judg- 
ment on myfteries into which they had never 
' been regularly initiated ** : and the iate of the 
Trinitarian controverfy depended, in a great 
meafure, on the fentiments of Conftantius ^ who 
inherited the provinces of the Bail, and acquired 
the poiTeffion of the whole empire. The Arian 
preflbyter or bifhop, who had fecreted for his 
ufe the teftaraent of the deceafed Emperor, im- 
proved the fortunate occafion which had intro- 
duced him to the familiarity of a prince, whofe 
public counfels were always fwayed by. his do- 
meftic favourites. The eunuchs and Haves dif- 
fufed the fpiritual poifon through the palace, and 
the dangerous infection was communicated by 
the female attendants to the guards,. and by the 
emprefs to her unfufpiclous hufband^^ The 
partiality which Conftantius always exprefled 
towards the Eufebian fa6):ion, was infenfibly for- 
tified by the dexterous management of their 
leaders; and his vi6iory over the tyrant Mag- 
nentius increafed his inclination, as well as 
ability, to employ the arms of power in the 
caufe of Arianifm. While the two armies were 

^ Quia edam turn cattfchumenus iacramentum fidei merito videretur 
pottiiile nefcire. Sulp. Sever. Hift. Sacra, 1. ii. p. 410. 

^^ Socratesy 1. U. c. 2. Sozomeii) l.m.c. i8. Athanaf. torn. i« 
p. 813. 834. He obferves that the eunuchs are the natural enemtet 
of the Son. Compare Dr. Jortin's Remarks on Ecclefiaiiical Hifioryi 
YoL iv. p. 3. with a certain genealogy in Candide (ch. iv.)^ whid( 
ends with one of the firft companions of Chriftopher Columbus. ; • 

engaged 
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engaged in the plains of Murfa, and the fate of c h a p. 
the two rivals depended on the chatnce of war, ^^^' , 
the fon of Conftantine paffed the anxious mo- 
ments in a church of the martyrs, under, the walls 
of the city. His fpiritual comforter, Valens, the 
Ariah bifhop of the diocefe, employed the mod 
artful precautions to obtain fuch early intellu 
gence as might fecure either his favour or his 
efcape. A fecret chain of fwiftand trufty mef- 
fengers informed him of the viciifitudes of the 
battle ; and while the courtiers flood trembling 
round their affrighted mailer, Valens afilired him 
that the Gallic legions gave way; and infinuated 
with fome prefence of mind, that the glorious 
event had been revealed to him by an angel. 
The grateful Emperor afcribed his.fuccefs to the 
merits and interdefiion of the Biihop of Murfa, 
whofe faith had deferved the public and mira- 
culous approbation of Heaven^^ The Arians, 
who confidered as their own the vi6lory of 
ConHantiuB, preferred his glory to that of his 
Father *^ Cyril, Biihop of Jerufalem, imme- 
diately, compofed the defcription of a celeilial 
crofs, encircled with a fplendid rainbow ; which 
during the feftival of Pentecofl, about the third 

*^ Sulpicius Severus; in Hift. Sacra» 1. ii. p. 4059 406. 

^ Cyril (apud Baron. A.D. ss3* N** a 6.) exprefely obfervesy 
that in the reig^ of Conftantine the crofs had been found in the 
bowels of the eartb ; but that it had appeared in the reign of Con- 
ftantiusy in the tnidft of the heavens. Thi» oppoiition evidently 
proves, that Cyril was ignorant of the ihipendous miracle to which 
the converfion of Conftantine is attributed ; and this ignorance is the 
more furprifing) lince it was ho more thaa twelve years after his 
death that Cyril was confecrated BMhop of Jerufalem^ by the imme- 
diate iiicceftbr of Eufebius of Cs^areju Sec Tillemont, Mem. JScclei; 
tom^viii^p. 71^. 
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hour of the day^ had appeared oiwr the Mount 
of Olives, to the edificatiaii of the devont piU 
grims, and the people of the holy city^^ The 
iize of the meteor was gradually magnified; and 
the Arian hiitonan has ventured to affirm, tliat 
it was conipicuous to the two armies in the 
plains of PaiUKwia ; and that the tyrant, who is 
pui^ofely reprefented as an idolater, fled before 
the au4>icious lign of orthodox Chriftianity **• 
Arian The ientiments of a judicious ftranger, wiio 

has impartially coniidered the progrefs of civil 
or ecclefiailical difcord, are always entitled to 
our notice: and a ibort paflage of Ammianus, 
who ferved in the su'niies, and iludied the cha- 
ra6ter, of Conftaaitius, is perhaps of more value 
than many pages of theological invedives. 
" The Chriftian rdigioo, which, in itfelf,** fays 
that moderate hiftotian, ^< is plain and fimple, 
^' ks confounded by the dotage of &perftition» 
*^ Inftead of recoociting the parties by the 
^^ weigixt df his authority^ be chetiOied and pro- 
^^ pagated^ by verbal difj^utes, the differences 
^^ which his vara curic^ty bad excited. The 
<* highways were covered with troops of bifliops, 
^^ galloping from e^^ry £de to th^ aifemblies, 
** which they call iynods^ and while they 
*< bbour^ to reduce the whole ikiEt to their 
^ owft particukr tipbAom^ the ptAKc eftab- 

^ ft is not eafy to detennine how far the ingenuity of Cyril migiit 
be ,aj(iiiled by ibme natunil aj^arances of a fobr liab. 

^ iPhilof^orgiusy L iil. c. 26. . Ue U followed by the author of the 
Alexandrian Chronicl^> by dedneim) and by Kicephoms (fee Gotho- 
fred. t>]jXest. pu jt8j8.> They qouM not x^ydk a mkades evea BnMk 
the hand of an enemy, 

*' liftiment 
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*^ li&ment of the polls was almoft ruined ty their CHAP. 
*^ hafty and repeated journeys^*/* Our more in- . ^: 
timate knowledge of the ecclefiaftical tranfa£iion3 
of the reign of Conftantius, would furniih an 
am|de commentary on this remarkable paflage ; 
which juftifies the rational apprehenfionsof Atha-* 
nafius, that the reftlefs aftivity of the clergy, who 
wandered round the empire in fearch of the true 
faith, would excite the contempt and laughter of 
the unbelieving worlds*. As loon as the Em- 
peror was relieved from the terrors of the civil 
war, he devoted the leifure of his winter-quarters 
at Aries, Milan, Sirmium, and Conilantinople, 
to the amufements or toils of controveriy ; the 
fMTord of the magiftrate, and even of the tyrant, 
was uniheathed, to enforce the reafons of the 
theologian ; and as he oppofed the orthodox faith 
of Nice, it isreadily coiifeffed that his incapacity 
and ignorance were equal to his prefumption^'. 
The eunuchs, the women, and the bifhops, who^ 
governed the vain and feeble mind of the Em- 
peror, had infpired him with an infuperable diflike 
to the Homooufion^ but his timid confcience was 



^ So curious Z' paiHige well defcrves to be tranfcribed. ChriiHanam 
reli^onem abfolutam et fimfdicem^ anBi foperftitione confundens; ixl' 
qua fcrutanda perplexiu8> quam componenda gravius excitaret difddia 
phirhna; qu^ progrefla fufius aluit concertatione verb6rum> ut catervTs' 
antifiitum jumentis publicis ultra citroqu|S difcurrentibus^ per fy- 
nodos (quai appellant) dum ritum omnem ad fuum trahere conantur 
(Valefius reada conatur) rei velucularix conclderet uervos. ' Ammianu^ 
XxL i6« 

*' Adonaf. torn. i. p. 870. 

9^ Socrates, Ui. c. 35 — ^47* Sozomen> Liv.cia^ — ^30. Theodoret, 
1/iL c. i8-^32(. Philoftorg, I. m c« 4^^I9* !• v. c. i— 4* !• vi. 
c. I — s* 
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c:H A P. aliarmed by the impiety of ^tius. The guilt of 
^^^' ^ that atheift wad aggravated by the fufpicious 
favour of the unfortunate Gallus j and even the 
deaths of the imperial minifters who had been 
maflacred at Antioch, were imputed to the fug- 
gedions of that dangerous fophifl. The mind 
of Conftantius, which could neither be mode- 
rated by reafon, nor fixed by faith, was blindly 
impelled to either fide of the dark and empty 
aby&, by his horror of the oppofite extreme ; he 
alternately embraced and condemned the fenti- 
ments, he fuccefiively baniflied and recalled the 
leaders, of the Arian and Semi-^^rian fa6lions'\ 
During the feafon of public bufinefs or feftivity 
he employed whole days, and even nights, in 
fele6ling the words, and weighing the fyllables, 
which compofed his flu6tuating creeds. The fub- 
je6l of his meditation fi:ill purfued and occupied 
his flumbers ; the incoherent dreams of the Em- 
peror were received as celellial vifipns ; and he 
accepted with complacency the lofty title of bifliop 
of bifliops, from thofe ecclefiaftics who forgot the 
intereft of their order for the gratification of their 
paflions. The defign of eftabliftiing an uniform- 
ity of do6lrine, which had engaged him to con- 
vene fo many fynods in Gaul, Italy, Illyricum, 
and Afia, was repeatedly bafiled by his own 

*♦ Sozomen> L iy. c. 43. Athanaf. torn. i. p. 831. Tillemont 
(Mem. Ecclef. torn. vii. p. 947*) lias coUeAed feveral infbmces of the 
haughty fanaticifm of Conftantius from the detached treatifes of Lucifer 
of Cagliari. The very titles of thefe treatifes infpire zeal and terror ; 
« Moricndum pro Dei Filio." « De Regibus Apoilaticis/' " De non 
^ conveniendo cum Hseretico*'^ << De qqii parcendo in Deum delin- 
*« quentibus.'* 

. levity, 
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levity, by the divifions of the Arians, and by the chap. 

refiftance of the catholics ; and he refolved, as ^^'^ 

th€ laft and decifive effort, imperioufly to di6late 

the decrees of a general council. The deftruc- 

tive earthquake of Nicomedia, the difficulty of 

finding a convenient place, and perhaps fome fe- 

cret motives of policy, produced an alteration in 

the fummons. The bifhops of the Eaft were di- 

redled to meet at Seleucia, in Ifauria ; while thoffe 

of the Weft held their deliberations at Rimini, 

on the coaft of the Hadriatic ; and inftead of two 

or three deputies from each province, thewhole 

epifcopal body was ordered to march. The 

Eaftern council, after confuming four days in 

fierce arid unavailing debate, feparated without 

any definitive conclufion. The council of the 

Weft was protrafited till the feventh month, 

Taurus, the Praetorian praefedl, was inftru6led 

not to difmifs the prelates till they Ihould all be 

united in the fame opinion ; and his efforts were 

iupported by a power of banifliing fifteen of the 

moft refrafitory, arid a promife of the confuUhip 

if he atchieved fo difficult an adventure. His A.D. a^*. 

prayers and threats, the authority of the fo- 

vereign, the fophiftry of Valens and Urfacius, 

the diftrefs of cold and hunger, and the tedious 

melancholy of a hopelefs exile, at length extorted 

the reluctant confent of the bifliops of Rimini. 

The deputiesof the Eaft andof the Weft attended 

' the Emperor in the palace of Conftantinpple, and 

he enjoyed the fatisfadlibn of impofing on the 

world a profeflion of faith which eftabliflied the 

Uhenefs^ without exprefling the conjubjiantiality^ , 

4 A a of 
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of the Sou of God^^^ B|*fe Ijbe tfinfnj^k 9^ Ai»»»* 
ifm had been prQce4ed by thi^ rempvaji Qf t&e Qr« 
thodox clergy, \yl^>Q),it^w.a3 irappllSble^tlieii to in-! 
tcimidate o^ to corrupt ; apd tb^ reign (^GopAaJoi- 
^u^. wa^ di%raced, by the uijiji^ anjdi ine£Ss£%ual 
^ per%(;i^tiion of tb^. great Ath^n^ljus. 
CKanaer \^^. hf^ve feldoo^ Sif^ Opportunity of pb^cviiig, 
tots^r"' ^i*^®^ i'? ^^.^ o^ fpecula^ive life, ¥(bl^t eflfe^ 
Athanafius. may be prpduced^ or w^bat ots^^ples mi^y be lUt'- 
mounted, by the force qf a fiflgle q^iad^ wbea ife 
i^ inflexibly applied to th^ purfuiti of a fingle 
pbje^ The immortal, name of Atbanafius^ will' 
never b^ fepa^ated from tibe Catholic do^ne oi> 
t^pT^'rinity, towhpfp defiBncjebsconfegrftted^very 
moment and ^very faqulty o<' b»3, beipg* Edui- 
patedi in the family of Alexander, be had vjgoc- 
quflyoppofedthe early progr^fs.gf the Arian here* 
fy : he exercifed the iinporti^ntfun^ions of fecre* 
tary under the aged prelatp; aiudibe fbtbersof the 
Nicene.counpi} beheld with furpri2;e add refpeft, 
the rifing virtuesof the yQung deacon. In a.time 
of public dapger, the dull claims of age and of 



9* Sulp. Sever Hlft* Sacra, 1. li. p. 418—430. The Greek hiftonans 
inrere very ignorant of thje af&irs of the Weft« 

^ We may regret that Gregory Nazianzen compofed a papiqgync, 
inftead of a Ufe of Athanafius, but we ihould enjoy and unprove the 
advantage of drawing our molt authentic materials from the rich fund* 
of his own epiities and apologies (torn, L p» 670^*95 x»). I ihail not 
imitate the example of Socrates (l.iL c* x,), who publif^ed the fiift 
edition of his hiilory without giving himfelf the trouble to confult the 
writings of Athanaiius* Yet even Socratesi tht more curioiia Sozomen^ ^ 
and the learned Theodorety conne<^ the life of (Athana(ius with, the. 
^(^es of ecdefialtical hiilory. The diligence of Tillemont (tom*'viii.) 
and of the Benedlfkiae editors* haa coUe<Sifd every fa^^ and exaaftiiied ' 
every, difficulty. . ♦, 

rank 
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itink are fometimes fuperfeded j and within five C b A P* 
months aftter his return fram Nice, the deacon , ^* . 
lAthknafiuswasfeatedon thearchiepifcopal throne 
of Egypt. He filled that femiheht ftation above 
forty.fix years, and his long adminillratioh was ^ A.D. 
fjient in a perpetual conibat againft the powers ^^^^^sh 
of Arianifm. Five times was Athanafius expelled 
from his throne; twenty years he pafTedasan exile 
or a fugitive; and almoft every province pf the 
Roman empire Was fUcceflively witnefs to his 
merit, and his iufierings in the caufe of the Ho* 
mooufion, which he confidered as the fole plea* 
fure and biifinefs, as the duty, and as the glory, 
of his life. Amidft the ftorms of perfecution, the 
AFchbifhop of Alexandria was patient of labour^ 
jealous of fame, carelefs of fafety ; and although 
his mind was tainted by the contagion of fana- 
ticifm, Athanafius dilplayed afuperiority of cha- 
racter and abilities, which would have qualified 
him, far better than the degenerate fons of Con- 
ilantine, for the government of a great mo- 
narchy. His learning was much lefs profound 
and extenfive than that of Eufebius of Caefareai, 
and his rude eloquence could not be compared 
with the poliflied oratory of Gregory ot Bafil j 
but whenever the primate of Egypt was called 
upon to jufl^ify his fentiments, or his condudl, hiij 
unpiremedif ated ftyle, either of freaking or writ- 
ing, was clear, forcible, and perfuafive. He has 
always been revered in the ortho4ox fchool, as 
one of the moft accurate mafl:ers of the Chrrftian 
theology; and he was fuppofed to poffefs twa 
profane fciences, \t& adapted to th0 epifcopal 
A A 3 ^ chara^er. 
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CHAP, charafiler, the knowledge of jurifprudence % 
, •^' . £|ipd that of divination *^ Some fortunate con- 
je6lures, of future events, which impartial rea- 
foners might afcribe to the experience and judg- 
ment of Athanafius, were attributed by his 
' friends to heavenly infpiration, and imputed by 
his enemies to infernal magic. 

But as Athanafius was continually engaged 
with the prejudices and paffions of every order 
of men, from the monk to the Emperor, the 
knowledge of human nature was his firft and 
moil important fcience. He preferved a diftin6l 
and unbroken view of a fcene which was incet 
fantly fliifting; and never failed to improve 
thofe decifive moments which are irrecoverably 
pall before they are perceived by a common 
eye. The Archbilhop of Alexandria was capable 
of diftinguifhing how far he might boldly com- 
mand j and where he mud dexteroufly infinuate; 
how long he might contend with power, and 
when he mufl withdraw from perfecution ; and 
while he dire6led the thunders of the church 
againll herefy and rebellion, he could affuine, 
in the bofom of his own party, the flexible and 
indulgent temper of a prudent leader. The 
ele6lion of Athanafius has not efcaped the re- 

5' Sulpicius Severus (IJift. Sacra, l.ii. p. 396.) calls him a lawyer, 
a jurifconfult. This characSler cannot now be difcovered either in the 
' life or writings of Athanafius. 

^' Dieebatur enim fatidicarum fortium fidem, quaeve auguraled per- 

tenderent alites fcientiiBme callens aliquoties praedixiife futura. Am- 

mianus, xv. 7. A prophecy, or rather a joke, is related by Sozomen 

(1. iv. c. 10.) which evidently proves (if the crows fpeak Latin) that 

j Athanafius underftood the language of the crows. 

• ; proacH 
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proach of irregularity and precipitation »^ ; but tn A!k 
the propriety of his behaviour conciliated the ^ ^^ 
afie^ions both of the clergy and of the people* 
The Alexandrians were impatient to rife in 
arms for the defence of an eloquent and liberal 
pallor. In his diftrefs he always derived fup* 
port, or at lead confolation from the faithful 
attachment of his parochisil clergy j and the 
hundred bifhops of Egypt adhered, with un. 
ihaken zeal, to the caufe of Athanafius. In the 
modeil equipage, which pride and policy would 
affe6t, he frequently performed the epifcopal 
vifitation of his provinces, from the mouth of 
the Nile to the confines of -Ethiopia; familiarly 
converfing with the meaneft of the populace^ 
and humbly faluting the faints and hermits of 
the d^fert '°°. Nor was it only in eccJefiaftical 
aflemblies, among men whofe education and 
manners were fimilar to his own, that Athana- 
fius difplayed the afcendancy of -his genius. 
He appeared with eafy and refpe6lful firmnefs 
in the courts of princes : and in the various 
turns of his profperous and adverfe fortune, he 
never loft th^ confidence of his friends, or the 
efteem of his enemies. 

" The irregular ordination of Athanafius was (lightly mentionedt 
in the councils which were held againft him. See Philoiloi^. l.ii. c. 1 1.' 
and Godefroy, p. 71. : but it can fcarcely be fuppofed that the af^' 
fembly of the bilhops of Egypt would folemnly atteft a public falfe- 
hood* Athanaf. tom.i. p. 716. 

*°? See the hiftory of the Fathers of the Defert, publiihed by Rof^ 
weide ; and Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. torn. vii. in the lives of Anthony, 
Pachomius, &c. Athanafius himfelf, who did not difdain to compofe 
the life of his friend Anthony, has carefully obferved how often the 
holy monk deplored and prophelied the nu&hiefs of the Arian he* 
refy. Athanaf. torn. ii. p. 49 2^* 49 8> &c. 

A A 4 .In 
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CHAP. In his youth, the primate of Egypt refifted 
^^■^ *^® S^^^^ Conftantine, who had repeatedly fig- 
Perfecu- pified his will, that Arius (hould be reftored to 
aa£^ the Catholic communion '^\ The Emperor re- 
fius, fpe6led, and might forgive, this inflexible refo* 
AJ^'330- lution; and the faSion who confidered Atha- 
tiafius as their moil formidable enemy, were con- 
ftrained to diffemble their hatred, and filently 
to prepare an indired: and diftant aflault. They 
fcattered rumours and fufpicions, reprefented 
the archbilhop as a proud and oppreffive tyrant, 
and boldly accufed him of violating the treaty 
which had been ratified in the Nicene council, 
with the fchifmatic followers of Meletius****. 
Athanafiqs had openly difapproved that igno- 
minious peace, and the Emperor was di^c^d 
to believe that he had abufed his ecclefiaftical 
and civil power, to pejrfecute thofe odious 
fe6lariesj that he had facrilegioufly broken a 
chalice in one of their churches of Mareotis; 
that he had whipped or imprifoned fix of their 
biihops; and that Arfenius, a feventh bifliop 
of the fame party, had been murdered, or at 
lead mutilated, by the cruel hand of the pri- 

'^' At firft Confbmtine direatened m /peaiingf but requefiedm 
writingf x» wy^ac^u^ fAWif rprtiXu^ y^a^uv ^gy ig{t&. His letters gradu- 
ally aflumed a meiiacin|^ tone ; but while he required that the entrance 
of the church ihould be open to all, he avoided the odious name of 
Anus* Athanafiusy like a ildlful polidciany has accurately marked 
thefe'diftindUons (tom« L p. yZS*), which allowed him fome fcopie for 
ezcufe and delay. 

'^* The Meletians in Egypt, like the Donatifts in Africa^ were pro- 
duced by an epifcopal quarrel^ which arofe from thp perfecution. I 
have not leifure to purfue the obfcure controveify, which feems to 
have been mifreprefented by the partiality of Athanafiuss and the 
ignorance of Epiphanius. See Moflieim^s General Hiftory of the 
Chjirchi voL i. p. aoi. 

15 mate* 
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mate '""K Thefe charges, which aiFefted his ho- c H A P. 
nour and his life, were referred by Conftantine ._^^' , ^ 
to his brother Dalmatius the cenfor, who refided 
at Antioch ; the fynods of Caefarea and Tyre 
were fucceffively convened ; and the bilhops of 
the Eaft were inflru6ted to judge the caufe of 
j^thanafius, befwe they proceeded to confecrate 
the new church of the Refurreftion at Jeru- 
falem. The primate might be confcious of his 
innocence : but he was fenfible that the feme 
implacable fpirit which had dictated the accufa^ 
tion, would direS; the proceeding and pronounce 
the fentence. He prudently declined the tribu- 
nal of his enemies, defpifed the fummons of the 
fynod of Caefarea : and, after a long and, artful 
delay, fubmitted to the peremptory commands 
of the Emperor, wjho threatened to punifh his 
criminal difobedience if he refufed to appear in 
the council of Tyre '°^ Before Atbanafius at a.d. 35^* 
the head of fifty Egyptian prelates failed from 
Alexandria, he had wifely fecured the alliance 
of the Meletians ; and Arfenius himfelf, his ima- 
ginary vidlira, and his fecret friend, was privately 
concealed in his train. The fynod of Tyre was 
condu6ted by Eufebius of Caefarea, with more 
pajpon, and with lefs art, than his learning and 
experience might promiie ; his numerous fedlioQ 

"^ The treatment of the fix bifliops is fpecified by Sozomen (1. ii. 
c. 25.) ; but Athanafius himfelfy fo copius on the fubjedl of Arfeniuf 
and the chalice> leaves this grave accufatiou without a reply. 

'°^ AthanaC torn, u p. 788. Socrates* 1. L c. 38. Sozom«i» L iL 
£. 25. The Bmperwy la Tm epiftle of Convocalion (Eu&b. in Vit^ 
Conftant* L iv. c. 4^)» feeins to prejudge ftMne membcEs. of thedei^^ 
and it was more than probable that the fynod would apply thofii ret 
proaches to Athanailu&. 

repeated 
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CHAP, repeated the names of homicide and tyrant ; and 
^' their clamours were encouraged by the feeming 
patience of Athanafius ; who expected the de- 
cifive moment to produce Arfenius alive and 
unhurt in the midfl of the affembly. The na- 
ture of the other charges did not admit of fuch 
clear and fatisfa^lory replies ; yet the archbilhop 
was able to prove, that, in the village, where he 
was accufed of breaking a confecrated chalice, 
neither church nor altar nor chalice could really 
exift. The Arians, who had fecretly deter- 
mined the guilt and condemnation of their 
enemy, attempted, however, to difguife their 
iniuflice by the imitation of judicial forms : the 
fynod appointed an epifcopal commiffion of fix 
delegates to colle6t evidence on the ipot j and 
this meafure, which was vigoroufly oppofed by 
the Egyptian bifliops, opened new fcenes of 
violence and perjury "^ After the return of 
the deputies from Alexandria, the majority of 
the council pronounced the final fentence of 
degradation and exile againfl the primate of 
Egypt. The decree, expreffed in the fierceft 
language of malice and revenge, was commu- 
nicated to the Emperor and the Catholic 
church J and the bifhops immediately refumed 
a mild and devout afpedl, fuch as became their 
holy pilgrimage to the Sepulchre' of Chrift '°*. 

"'^ See in particular the fecond Apology of Athanafius (tom^ i.; 
p. 763—808.)^ and his EpifUes to the MonJu (p« 808^-866. They 
are juftified by original and authentic documents ; but they would 
infpire more confidence if he appeared lefi innocent^ and his enemies 
Hs abfurd. 

'f Eufebius in Vit* Conftantin. L iy. c« 41— 47* 

16 But 
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But the injuftice of thefe ecclefiaftical judges CHAP, 
had not been countenanced by the fubmiffion, or » ^f^*_j. 
even by the prefence, of Athanafius. He re- Hisfirft 
folved to make a bold and dangerous experiment, ^' 
whether the throne was inacceilible to the voice 
of truth ; and before the final fentence could be 
pronounced at Tyre, the intrepid primate threw 
himfelf into a bark which was ready to hoift fail 
for the Imperial city. The requeft of a formal 
audience might have been oppofed or eluded ; 
but Athanafius concealed his arrival, watched the 
mc^ment of Confl:an tine's return from an- adjacent 
villa, and boldly encountered his angry fovereign 
as he pafled on horfeback through the principal 
ftreet of Confl^antinople. So ftrange an appari- 
tion excited his furprife and indignation ; and 
the guards were ordered to remove the impor- 
tunate fuitor ; but his refentment was fubdued 
by involuntary refpe6l; and the haughty Ipirit of 
the Emperor was awed by the courage and elo- 
quence of a bifliop,.who implored his jufl;ice and 
awakened his confcience "'. Conftantine liften^ 
ed to the complaints of Athanafius with impartial 
and even gracious attention ; the members of the 
fynod of Tyre were fummoned to jullify their 
proceedings ; and the arts of the Eufebian fac- 
tion would have been confounded, if they had 
not aggravated the guilt of the primate, by the 
dexterous fuppofition of an unpardonable of- 
fence ; a criminal defign to intercept and detaia 

'*^ Athanaf. torn. i. p. 804-' In a church dedicated to St. Athana- 
fiuS) this fituation would afford a better fubje<^ for a pi<5lure; than moft 
of the ftories of miracles and martyrdoms. 

the 
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CHAP, the corn-fleet of Alexandria, which fupplied the 
J^^ fubfiftence of the new capital "^ The Emperor 
was fatisfied that the peace of Egypt would be 
fecured by the abfence of a popular leader ; but 
he refufed to fill the vacancy of the archiepit 
copal throne ; and the fentence, which after a 
long hefitation^ he pronounced, was that of a 
jealous oilracifm, rather than of an ignominious 
iexile. In the remote province of Gaul, but in 
the hofpitable court of Treves, Athanafius pafled 
about twenty-eight months. The death of the 
Emperor changed the face of public affairs ; and 
uidreftor. amidil the general indulgence of a young reign, 
A^* 8 *^^ primate was reftorcd to his country by an 
honourable edi6t of the younger Conftantine, 
who expreffed a deep fenfe of the innocence 
and merit of his venerable gueft '°*. 
His fecond The death of that prince expofed Athanafius to 
V^' a fecond perfecution ; and the feeble Conftantius, 
' the fovereign of the Eaft, foon became the ftcret 
accomplice of the Eufebians. Ninety bifhops of 
that ie€t or faction affembled at Antioch, under 

*^ Atkaaaf. torn. i. p. 749. Eunaphis ku related (in Vlu SophiiL 
P'S^y 37* edit. Commelin) a ftrange example of the cruelty and cre- 
dulity of Conftantine on a fimilar occafion. The eloquent Sopater» 
i Syrian philofophery enjoyed has friendflup^ and provoked the reient* 
ment of Ablavtus, his Prsetoriui prsefedl* The corn-fleet was detained 
for want of a fouth wind ; the people of ConftantinopI^ were dlicon- 
tttttcd ; and Sopater was beheaded, on a charge that ht htd A^toid 
die winds by the power of magic. Suidas addsy that Conftantine wiihed 
to prove* by this execution* that he had abfoktely renounced the 
IbparlHtion of the Gentiles. 

'*^' In his return he law Conftantius twice* at Viminiacumy and at 
Caelaria in Cappadocia (Athanaf. tom. i. p. 676.X Tillemont fuppoies 
that Conftantine introduced him to the meeting of the three royal 
brothers in Pannonia* (Memoires £cclef« tom. yiii. p. 69.) 

the 
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the ^eciouA pretence of dedicating the cathe^ c H a p« 
dral. They compofed an. ambiguous creed, ^"^ 
which, is feintly tkiged with the colours of Semi- 
Arianifm, and twenty^five canons, which ftill 
regulate the dilbJpIine of the orthodox Greeks"% 
It was decided, with fome appearance of equity^ 
that a bifliop, deprived by a fynod, ihould no^ 
rcfiime his epiicopal functions, till he had been 
abfolved by the judgment of an equal fynod ; 
the law was immediately applied to the cafe 
of Athanafius; the bouncil of Antioch pro- 
nounced, or rather confirmed his degradation : 
a fla'anger named Gregory, was feated on his 
throne ; and Fhilagrius "', the praefedl of Egypt, 
was inllru£fced to. fiipport the new primate with 
the civil and military powers of the province* 
Opprefled by the confpiracy of the Afiatia 
prelates, Athanaiius withdrew from Alexanv* 
dria, and paffed three '" years as an exile and^ 
a fuppliant OU: the holy threfhold of the Va^ 

"^ SeeBevoridge Pandc^. tom.i. p. 449—452* and tom.ii.An- 
fiotadon. p. i8i. Tillemont> Mem. Ecdef. . torn. vL p. 3x0 — 324. 
St. Hilary of Poitiers^ has mentioned this fynod of Antioch with too 
much favour and refpe(5l. Ife reckons ninety-feven bifhops. 

'" This magift(ate» fo odious to Athanaflusy is praiied by Gregory, 
NazianzenytoQui. Orat. xxi. p. 3909 39X, 

Stiqpe premente Beo fert Dens alter opem. 
For the credit of human naturei I am always {^afed to difix)iver fome 
good qualities in thofe men whom party has reprefented as tyrants and 
monfters. 

*" The chronological difiklilties which perplex the refidence of 
Ath^nafius at Rome^ are ftrenuoufly agitated by Valefius (Obfervat* 
a4 Calcem^ torn. ii. Hift. Ecclef. 1. i. c. i-— 5O and Tillemont (MAm» 
£cclef.toin..viii. p. 6749 &c.). I have followed the iixmjple hypothefia 
of Va)e(iu8); who aUows only one journey » after the igtrufion of. 
4Grregory. 

tican. 
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t^can'^ Byithe affiduous ftiidy of the Latifl 
language, he foon qualified himfelf to negociate 
with the weftern clergy; his decent flattery 
fwayed and direfted the haughty Julius: the 
Roman pontiff was perfuaded to confider his 
appeal as the peculiar intereft of the Apoftolic 
fee; and his innocence was unanimoufly de- 
clared in a council of fifty biihops of Italy. At 
the end of three years, the primate was fum- 
moned to the court of Milan by the Emperor 
Conflans, who, in the indulgence of unlawful 
pleafures, fl^ill pl'ofeffed a lively regard for the 
orthodox faith. The caufe of truth and juftice 
was promoted by the influence of gold "*, and 
the minifters of Conftans advifed their fovereign 
to require the convocation of an ecclefiaftical 
afTembly, which might a6l as the reprefentatives 
AD. 346. of the Catholic church. Ninely-four biihops 
of the Weft, feventy-fix biihops of the Eaft en- 
countered each other at Sardica, on the verge 
of the two empires, but in the dominions of 
the protestor of Athanafius. Their debates 

"^ I cannot forbear tranfcribing a judicious obferyation of Wetileia 
(Prolegomen. N.T. p. 19.): Si tamen Hiftoriam Ecclefiafticam velimus 
confulere patebit jam inde a feculo quarto, cum, ortis controverfiis, ec- 
cleiiaB Grsecise do<Stores in duas partes fcinderentur, ingenio, eloquentil» 
numero, tantum non zquales, earn partem quae vincere cupiebat Ro- 
mam confugiiTe, majeftatemque pontificis comlter coluiile, eoque pa<5lo 
oppreiHs per pontificem et epifcopos Latinos adverlariis praevaluiile, 
atque ortbbdoxiam in conflliis ihibiliviile. £am ob caufam Athaziafius* 
non fine comitatu, Romam petiit, plurefque annos ibi haefk. 

"♦ Philoftorgius, Liii. c. !»• If any corruption was ufed to pro- 
mote the intereft of religion, an advocate of Athanafius might juftify 
or excufe this queftionable conduA, by the examine of Cato and Syci- 
ney : the former of whom U/aid to have giyen^ and the latter to have 
received} a bribe, in the caufe of liberty. 

foon 
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foon degenerated into hoftile altercations ; the chap. 
Afiatics, apprehenfive for their perfonal fafety, ^_ ^^^ 
retired to Philippopolis in Thrace ; and the rival 
fynods reciprocally hurled their fpiritual thun- 
ders againft their enemies, whom they pioufly 
condemned as the enemies of the true God. 
Their decrees were publifhed and ratified ia 
their refpeftive provinces : and Athanaflus, who 
in the Weft was revered as a faint, was expofed 
as a criminal to the abhorrence of the Eaft "*. 
The council of Sardica reveals the firft fymp- 
toms of difcord and fchifm between the Greek 
and Latin churches, which were feparated by 
the accidental difference of faith, and the per- 
manent diftin£tion of language. 

During his fecond exile in the weft, Atha- ^^^ ^^f* 
iiafius was frequently admitted to the Imperial aj)^349* 
prefence ; at Capua,- Lodi, Milan, Verona, Pa- 
dua, Aquileia, and Treves. The biihop of the 
diocefe ufually affifted at thqfe interviews ; the 
mafter of the offices ftood before the veil or cur* 
tain of the facred apartment ; and the uniform 
moderation of the primate might be attefted by 
thefe relpe6table witneffes, to wbofe evidence 
be folemnly appeals"^. Prudence would un- 
doubtedly fugg£ft the mild and reipe^tful tone 

"^ The canon wHch allows appeals to the Roman pontiffs, has 
almoft raifed the council of Sardica to the dignity of Si general coun- 
cil ; and its a6ts have been ignorantly or artfully confounded with 
thofe of the Nicene fynod. See Tillemont} torn. vIU. p. 689. and 
Geddes's Tn^h, vol. il. p. 4i9'-<-46o. 

"^ As Athanaiius difperfed fecret Invedtives againft Conftantlus (fee 
tke Epiftle to the Monks}^ at the fame tune that he aflured him of 
his profound refpedl, we might difirufi the profefiGu^os of the arch- 
byhop. Tom*i.pi677« 

that 
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CHAP, that became a fubje^t and a bifhop. In theie 
^l\ , familiar conferences with the fovereign of the 
Weft, Athanafius might lament the error of 
Conftantius, but he boldly arraigned the guilt 
of his eunuchs and his Arian prelates ; deplored 
the diftreis and danger of the Catholic church ; 
and excited Conftans to emulate the zeal and 
glory of his &ther. The Emperor declared his 
refblution of employing the troops atid treafiires 
of Europe in the orthodox caufe ; and fignified^ 
by a concife and peremptory epiftle to his bro« 
ther Conftantius, that unlefs he coniented to 
the immediate reftoration of Athanafius, he him- 
felf, with a fleet and army, would feat the arch- 
bilhop on the throne of Alexandria "^ But this 
religious war, fo horrible to nature, was pre- 
vented by the timely compliance of Conftantius ; 
and the Emperor of theEaft condefcended to 
folicit a reconciliation with a fubje£t whomhe had 
injui*ed« Athanafius waited with decent pride, 
till be had received three fucceffive epiftles full of 
the flrongeft aflurances of the protedtion, the 
favour, and the efteem>of hisfov0i*eign ; who in- 
cited him to refiime bis epiicopal feat, and who 
addedthefaumiHatingiprecaution of engaging his 
principal minifters to atteft the lincerity of his in- 
tentions. They were manifefted in a ftill more 
public maimer; by tiie ftkifit orders which were 
difpatched into Egypt to recsd the adherents of 

"7 Notwithftaading thadifcreet lilence of Athanafius, and the ma- 
oifeft forgeiy of a letter iiifeited by Sbcratefliy thefe menaces are proTed 
by the unqueftionable evidence of Liidfef of Cagliari» and even of 
ConftsHxtiui himfelf. gee T^lemont, toiii.'Tiix; p. 693. 

Athanafius, 
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Athanafiiiti, to reftom thdr ptiviltg^s t^p^o- 
claim their innocence^ mA to ut^fe Min th6 
publi<2 regiilers i\v6 illegftl ^i*od^edi^ which 
had been obtained daring the pridVaU^ce of the 
Eufebiah faaion. Aft^r ^very fati^fk^iofi fttid 
feourity had b^eti girM, Whlii^i juftictf dr eveni 
delicacy ei6Uld feqUtr^Uii^ pi'^fti^ pr6d«edtid,by 
fldwjoufni6», through the {M^ovinces of ThrA^^^ 
Afia^ and Syria; ^d bi^ ^c^refB wd^ iftfttked 
by the afojedt homage of the OHental bflho^^ 
Who excited his contempt widioyri deceivii%' hii 
pelietrati6fi''^ At Anttoeh>iii« <&w th^ '^ttii 
petor Cotiftantiu^i flijdjinedy wlthtftodedlinsii' 
nefs^ the embi^ade^ atidi pfoteftiitioh^^ ^ ih^ 
maft^r^ atkd ^lUd^d the propofitl of aUa#bg tiid' 
Amm a iingl^ dhmch at Akica/i^tia/by ctSirn^ 
ing, in th6 other ciliei of ihi^ etttpird,' ia fiitlilar' 
toleration for hu &^h pfttty^ a i^ply Which 
might have appi^ared juft k»d mod^raid'S^ ih& 
nfto^oth of an itid^pefld^fit prind^^ The ^htt^tkJe 
of th<^ arehbifhop itiM hk mpitd \^a6 i tdiSAi^ 
phal proceffldtij abfen-^e arid petf^dti^ had 
ehdeated him t(> the Akltaddfiitn^;' bji^ m.UAi^ 
ritf, which he est^fCiftd With IfgttUf, tvftS ttldrt 
firmly eilabliihed; ntid bk fettle Wftd dtfl^^d 
fVoai ifehiopii.to' Sritdlh^ ^Ve* thcf wh<«e dx^ 
tent rftheOirtmanwdrid*^. 

. But 

*** I hz^ sd'Uniys efiteftalned iomfe* doiifefo concerting {he retrjKSt- 
ation of Urfacius and Valens, (Athanaf. tora.i. p. ^jj^.y Tfieir 
cpiAlel to Julius Sittibp olf Konfie, and to Athaiiafiii^ h>inj(elf, are of fo 
dliferent a cai^ from eaeh ofher^ that they cannot fcott te genuine* 
Tfee ofid foeak^ the language of criminals who confel*s their guilt and 
infamy ; the oth^r o^ enemies, whxi fblicic oh equal terms an honour- 
able reconciliation. 

"' The circumftances of his fecolid return Aiay be colle(f!e(f from 
iutfemafius himfelf, torn, i, p. 769. and 82a. 843. Socrates, l.ii. c 18. 

VOL. m. B B Sozomien, 
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But the fubjedt who has reduced his priilcj^^ 
to the n^ceffity of diflembling, can never expert 
a fiiicere and lafting forgivenefs^ and the tragic 
fate' of Gonftans' foon deprived Athdnafius of a 
powerful and generoui^ prpte6lor. The civil 
war between the afiaifin and the only furviving 
brother of Conftans, which affli^6d the empiire 
above three years, fecured an interval of repofe 
to the Catholic church; atid the two contending 
parties w^re deiirous to conciliate the friendfliip 
of a bilbop, who, by the weight of his perfonal 
authority, might determine the flu^uating refo- 
lutions of an important province. He' gave 
audience to the ambafladors of the tyraiit, with 
whom be was afterwards accufed- of holding a 
fecret correfponderice "° ; and the Emperor 
Conftantius repeatedly aflUred his deareft fa- 
ther, the' mod reverend Athanafius, that, not- 
withftandingthe malicious rumours which were 
circulated by thek eomnM)n enemies, he had 
inherited the f^ntiments, as well as the throne, 
of his deceafed brother "'• Gratitude and hu- 
manity would have difpoied the primate of 
£gypt to deplore the untimely fate of Conflans, 
and to abhor ther guilt of Magnentius ; but as 
he clearly underftood that the apprehenfions of 
Conftantius were his only fafeguard, the fervour 

Sozome&y I.iH* c* Z9« Theodoret} l.u« c. ziy za. Pluloftox;gius» L iiL 

*^ Athanafius (toxrui. p« 6779 67 8.) defends his innocence by 
pathedc compIalntS} folemn aflertionsy and fpedous arguments. He 
admits that letters had been forged in his name, hut he requefb that 
his own fecretariesy and thofe of the tyrant^ may be exaxnined whether 
thofe letters had been written by the foriner or received by. the latter. 

" Athaaaf. torn. L p. 8aj — 844* 
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bt his prayers for the fuccefs of the i!ighteous c H A ?. 
taufe might perhaps be fomewhat abated. The ^^^^^ 
ruin of Athanafius was no longer contrived by 
the obfcure malice of a few bigoted or angry 
bilhops, whoabufed the authority of a credu- 
lous monarch* The monarch himfelf avowed 
the refolution, which he had fo long fuppreffed, 
of avenging his private injuries '" ; and the firft 
winter after his vi6tory, which he paffed at 
Aries, was employed againft an enemy more 
odious to him than the vanquifhed tyrant of 
Gaul. 

If the Emperor had capricioufly decreed the eounciUof 
death of the moft eminent and virtuous citizen of ^l^*^"^ 

Milaiiy 

the republic, the cruel order would have been A.D. 
executed without hefitation, by the minifters of ^53—255 
open violence or of fpecious injuftice. The cau- 
tion, the delay, the difficulty with which he pro- 
ceeded in the condemnation and punifliment of a 
popular bifhop, difcovered to the world that the 
privileges of the church had already revived a 
fente of order and freedom in the Roman govern- 
ment. The fentence which was pronounced in 
the fynod of Tyre, and fubfcribed by a large 
majority of the eaftern bilhops, had never been 
exprefsly repealed ; and as Athanafius had been 
once degraded from his epifcopal dignity by the 
judgment of his brethren, every fubfequent a<ai 
might be confidered as irregular, and even cri- 
minal. But the memory of the firm and effedlual 

"' Athanaf. torn. L p. 861. Theodoret, 1. ii. c. 16. The Emperor 
declared,, that he was more defirous to fubdue AthaQaiiu6> than he had 
lieen to vanquiih Magnentius or Sylvanus. ...'.. ^ 

B'B 2 , . . fupport 
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CHAP, fupport which the primate of Egypt had derived 
^^' ^ from the attachment of the weftem church, en- 
gaged Conftantiu8 to fufpend the execution oi 
the fentence, till lie had obtained the concur- 
rence of the Latin biihop9» Two yev» were 
confumed in eccleliaftical negotiations; and 
the important cauie between the Emperor and 
One of his fubje^ts was folemnly debated, firft 
in the fynod of Aries, and afterwards in the 
gre^t council of Milaq '^% which coafifted of 
above three hundred bifbops. Their integrity 
was gradually undermined by the arguments of 
the Arians, the dexterity of the eunuchs, and 
the preffing felicitations of a prince, who grati- 
fied his revenge at the expence of his dignity; 
and expofed his own paffions, whiUl be influ- 
enced thofe of the clergy^ Corruption, the 
inoii infallible iymptoipa of 'Conftitutioual liberty, 
was fuccefefully pra^tifed : honours, gifts, and 
immunities, were c^ered ^nd apoepted a^ the price 
of an epifcop^l vote"^; ^d the condenmation of 
the Alexandrian primate w£^ artfully repjrefentied 
^ the only n^eafure which coii^d ^eftore the peace 
and union of the Cathohq church. The friends 
of Athanaiii|iswere not, however, wanting tq their 

*** The affairs of the council of Milan afe fo imperfedlly and ewo- 
oeoyfly r^ated by the Ore^ ^iii:^l;$r89 tlut we mufl: rejoice ia. the fi^ 
ply of fomc letters of Eufebius> extraded by Baronii^s, frocD the ar- 
chives of the church of Vercell8e> and of an old life of Dioiiyiius of 
MilaOy publiihed by Qdlandus. See Baroaiui, A. D. zss* ^<^ 1?U^ 
mont> torn vii. p* 1415. 

'^^ The honourSf prefentsy feafts, which feduced fo many biihopsy 
are mentioned with indignation by thofe who are too pure or toa 
proud to accept them« "We combat (fays Hilary of Pokiers) againft 
« Conftantius the antichrift ; vrko ftrokes the beQy inftead of fcourgiof 
^ the back ;" qui non dorfii csedit ; fed if^itrem palpat. Ifikitui 
C9ntra Cooftant. c. 5. p. 124. 

leader^ 
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leader, or to their caUfe* With a manly fpirit, chap. 
which the ffln£l;ity of their charafter rendered lefs ^^^• 
dangerous, they maintained, in public debate, 
and ih private conference with the Emperor, the 
eternal obligation of religion and j uftice. They 
declared, thdt neither the hope of hi^ fkvour, nor 
the fear of his dilpleafafe, fhould prevail on them 
to join in the condemnation of an abfent, an in- 
nocent, a refpe^Slable brother "*. They affirmed, 
with a|yparent re^fon^ that the illegal and obix)lete 
decreed of the council of Tyre had long fince 
been tacitly abotiihed by the Imperial edi6ts, the 
honourable r^-eftttbliihment of the Archbifhop of 
Alex»Adria, and the fitence or recantation of hisr 
moft ckmoroas adveflarieS. They alleged, that 
his innocence haid beeft attefted by tfaeunahimousr 
biihops of Egypt, and had been ackno^^ledge^ in 
tho councib of Rome ^d Sardica'*% by the imf- 
piartiat judgment of th^ Latin church. They de^ 
plored the hard condJfion of Athanaflus, who^ 
after enjoying fo ft^ariy years his feat, his reputa- 
tion, and the feeming confidence of his foVereigti, 
was a^ain called upon to confute the moft ground^ 

'*' Soibetiiiiig of fliis oj>pt)fitibii is lAentioned by Amhnahttt (xr. jjj^ s 

ivho kad a very dark add fttperficial knowledge <^ ecckfiafticsl 
hiftory. Liberius • • • perfeverantcr renitebatur, iiec vifum hominemy 
nee aiiditmn damnare nefas- ultiimim fape exclamans ; apcrte fciKcet 
recalcitrans Imperatoris adbitrio. Id emm iUe Athknafio' fanp^t a»> 
fellus, &c. 

'"^ More properly by the orthodox part of the council of Sardica- ' 
If the bifliops of both* parties had fairly voted, the divifion would have 
been 94 to 76. M. de TiUemont (fee torn. viii. p. 1147— 115 8.^ i« 
iuftly furprifed that fa fmall a majority Ihould have proceeded fo vi- 
goroufly againfl their adverfariesy the principal of whom they imme- 
diately depofed* 

B B -z ' left 
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CHAP, lefs and extravagant accufations. Their language 

^ - -' I was fpecious ; their conduft was honourable : 

but in this long andobllinate conteft, which fixed 

the eyes of the whole empire on a fingle biihop, 

the ecclefiaftical factions were prepared to facrir 

fice truth and juftic^, to the more interefting ob- 

je6l of defending, or removing, the intrepid cham- 

pion of theNicenefaith. The Arians ftill thought 

it prudent to difguife in ambiguous language, their 

real fentiments and defigns : but the orthodox 

bifhops, armed with the favour of the people, and 

the decrees of a general council, infilled on every 

occafion, and particularly at Milan, that their ad- 

verfaries fliould purge themfelves from the fut 

picion of herefy, before they prefumed tp arraign 

the conduft of the great Athanafiu8"% 

Condemn- But the voice of reafon (if reafon was indeed 

^j^^j^ on the fide of Athanafius) was filenced by the 

A.D. 3SS' clamours of a fa6lious qr venal majority ; and the 

councils of Aries and Milan were not diffolved, 

till the Archbifliop of Alexandria had been fo- 

lemnly condemned and depofed by the judgment 

of the Wefl:ern, as well as of the Eafl^ern, church. 

The bifliops who had oppofed, were required to 

fubfcribe, the fentence ; and to unite in religious 

communion with the fufpe6led leaders of the ad- 

verfe party. A formulary of confent was trant 

mitted by the meffengers of fl:ate to the abfent 

bifiiops : and all thofe who refufed to fubmit 

their private opinion to the public and inlpired 

wifdom of the councils of Aries and Milan, were 

'^ Sulp. Sevcrus in HUL Sacnii L ii. p. 412. 

immer 
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immediately baififlied by the Emperor, Who af. 
fe6ted to execute the decrees of the Catholic 
church. Among thofe prelates who led the ho- 
noarable band of confeffors and exiles, Ltberius 
of Rome, Ofius of Cordova, Paulanus of Treves, 
Dionyfius of Milan, Eufebius of Vercellae, Luci- 
fer of Cagliari, and Hilary of Poitiers, may de- 
ferve to be particularly diftinguifhed. The emi- 
nent ilation of Liberius, who governed thecapital 
of the empire ; the perfonal merit and long ex- 
perience of the venerable Ofius, who was revered 
as the favourite of the great Conftantine, and the 
father of the Nicene faith ; placed thofe prelates 
at the head of the Latin church : and their ex- 
ample, either of fubmiffion or refiftance, would 
probablybe imitated by the epifcopal crowd. But 
tfce repeated attempts of the Emperor, to feduce 
Or to intimidate the bilhops of Rome and Cor- 
dova, were for fome time ineffedloal. The Span- 
iard declared himfelf ready to fuffer under Con- 
ftantius, as he had fuffered threefcore years before 
under his grandfather Maximian. The Roman, 
in the prefence of his fovereign, aflerted the in- 
nocence of Athanafius, and his own freedom. 
When he was baniflied to Beraea in Thrace, he 
fent back a large fum which had been offered for 
. tbe accommodation of his journey; andinfulted 
the court of Milan by the haughty remark, that 
the Emperor and his eunuchs might want that 
gold to pay their foldiers and their biibops "% The 

'^ The exile vi Liberius is mentioned by Ammianusy xv. 7. See 
Theodorety L iu c. z6. Athanaf. torn. i. p. 834—- 83 7* Hilar. Frag^ 
#Bent.x. 

B B 4 refolutioQ 
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Q H A P- refolution of liberius a^nd Ofiu?^ wm »^ le»gtb 
^^ ^j^ fybdu^d by th^ Uardihips of exile md ooa&iQ- 
"^ W?nt* The Roman pontiff pyrchafed his return 

\)y fome criipiual coaipUaace^ ; a^d arfterwarda 
e:&piat^d bis gwlt by ^ feafonahle repentances 
Pei^fqafioa and violo^o^ce were ^napjfjyed to extort 
th^, reJu^a^t %]iatMr^ of the d^crepid bjih(^e|* 
Cordova, whofe ftrengtb was br^jk^, ^d whosfe 
i^culties were perhaps impaiiredx by the weight 
of an h,undred years ; apd the iufolent triuiqpb 
(^tbeArians provoked fome of tWortb^ex party 
to treat with inhuman fev^rity the cbara^ler,, of 
rathei: the inemory, of an unfortunate o}d man» 
to wbofe former fer^i^* Chriftianity itfi^ wa^ fo 
deeply indebted '*^ 
EzHes. Ifhe fall of Ljiberius and O&m ifo^^edi % 

*" brighter lufter on the fhrmnef^ of thofo^ b^o^ 

who ftill adhered^ with iaj3#iaken» fidelity* to the^ 
coMfe of Athanafius. and religioiast truth. Tbe 
ingenious malice of their enemies bad deprived, 
tbem of the ben^^t oi mutual comfort and adr> 
vice, Separated tboiS^ iUuftrious exile* into diftani 
proyince&i and carefully i$le^ed tbo moft u^f^, 
pitable ipots of a. &^t ^nipire'^^. Yet ti>ey 

''9 The life of Ofiusis cpljedkecl' l^y Tiljen^nt (tona.yii. ]f..xa4.-^ 
561.), who in the moft extravagant terms firft admires, and then repro- 
1)9^6^, the mhoig,o£ Cordovan. lb the midik di their iamestadoiii mm 
hjs f»ij ; the ^niden.ce of Atban^iu^ may; he, diftin^pih^d fropi ijufi. 
hlind and intemperate zeal of Hilar)% 

^ The confeflbrs 6£ the Weft were lucceffivefy haallhed' to th» 
deferts of Arabia or Thebaisy the lonely places ti Mount Taurus, 
the. wildgftj»rtft.Qf ]?l^f;^^MAj|(;lji; T^wje m, l^^ff^jS^f^ of ^ im- 
•pions, Mp^l^ifts* ^c*. W^i ^^ ^^r^ ijEtius; wa^ t}Po» fa^^igag^^ 
entertained at Mopfyeftia in Cilicia, the place oip his exile yfj^ 

changed 
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foon experienced that the deferte erf Libya, and c H A F. 
the mod barbarous trafts of Cappadoda, were ^ j^^ 
le& inhoipitable^ tban the refidence of tfaoie 
cities, in which an Arian bifliop could fatiate^ 
without reftraint, the exquifite rancour of thec»^ 
lexical hatred ^^^ Their confotation was de^ 
rived from the coasfcioufneia of rectitude and 
independence, from the applaufe, the vifits, the 
letters,^ and the liberal alms of their adher* 
ents '* ; aiid frjam the fatisfa(8tion which thsyr 
foon enjoyed of obferving the inteftine di^ifions. 
of the adver&rie^ of the Nicene faith. Sueh 
w^a the nice and eapridoui) taiie of the £m« 
peror Canftaoitius^ ai^d fo ealily was be ^(unded 
by the flightefl deviation from his imaginary 
ilandar d of Chriftian truth ; that he perfecuted,, 
with equal zeal, thoie who de£snded the confttig*. 
Jbmttaiify:^ihoik wiio ajSTerted thejimiiarju^me^ 
^nd thofe wi>o defied the lHasnefs of the Son asf 
God. Three bifhopa, degraidedi adod bani(hed 
foar thofe advei'fe apimonsv mi^ul poffifady meofc 
in the iame place ci' exile ; aod accoidiog to ti^ 
difiS^rence of their temper, might either pity or 
in£iit the bbsid enthu&iim of theur aaxtagosiiAa^ 
whofe prefent fuierin^ woicd'd never be coitrr 
pen&ted by future happine& 

changed by the advice of AcaciuS) to Amblada» a diifaicSl inhabited 
b^fsAugesy aad in&lkedbf war aod p^iti)6iic€« ^hiloOoiy. Ly^^ v- 

^^' Seethe ciueV treatment and ftrange* obffinacy of Efaftbhisj lSa;YA^ 
o^Mi- liters, puWiflied by BaroniusvA.!); 3*516; W ^tt^^ioit, 

^'^ Caet^iwn^ exojles Jfeitia conftatj^ to,|ius, Qrbi» ftiidfe. celebratw. per.- 
cuniaf<|ue eis in iximptwiiy ajf^tixxbcongeflas legjM^onabu^ (yieque ^09: 
plebift Catholics e^ omnibus feiie j^viocii^ fi:eq^i^ta|xi5« S^..;SA»'QrA 
liiil. Sacra, p. 414* Athanaf. toin.L p.^36. 840. 

The 
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CHAP. The di%race and exile of the orthodox bifhope 
^^^' of the Weft were defigned as fo many preparatory 
Third ex- *^P® *^ *^^ ^^^^ o^ Athanafius himfelf '". Six 
^uifion of and twenty months had elapied, during which 
from aim- *'^® Imperial court fecretly laboured, by the 
andrisu moft inildious arts, to remove him from Alexan* 
AJ). 356. ^ri2^ ^Yid to withdraw the allowance which fup- 
plied his popular liberality. But when the 
primate of Egypt, deferted and profcribed by 
the Latin church, was left deftitute of any 
foreign fupport, Conftantius diQ)atched two. of 
his fecretaries with a verbal commiffion to an- 
nounce and execute the order of his banifhment. 
As the juftice of thefentence was publicly avowed 
by the whole party, the only motive which could 
reftrain Conftantius from givingihis meflengers 
thefanStion of a written mandate, muft be imputed 
to his doubt of the event ; and to a fenfe of the 
danger, to which he might expofe the fecond 
city, and the moft fertile province of the em- 
pire, if the people fhould perfift in the refolu- 
tion of defending, by force of arms, the inno- 
cence of their fpiritual father. Such extreme 
caution afforded Athanafius a fpecious pretence 
Tefpeftfully to dH*pute the truth of an order, 
which he could not reconcile, either with 
the equity, or with the former declarations, 

'^ Ample materials for the hiilory of this third perfecution of 
Adianafius may be found in his own works. See particularly his 
very able Apology to Conftantius (torn. L p. 673^^ his firft Apology 
for his flight (p.7oi.)9 his prolix Epiftle to the Solitaries (p. ^o8.}» and 
the orgnal Protedl of the People oi Alexandria againft die violences 
committed ^y Syrianus (p. 866.). Sozomen (1. iv. c. 9.) has thrown 
into the narrative two or three luminous and important circum- 
ftaqces. 

of 
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of his gracious mailer. The civir powers of chap. 
Egypt found themfelves inadequate to the tafk .J^?^^ 
of perfuading or compelling the primate to 
abdicate his epifcopal throne; and they were 
obliged to conclude a treaty with the popular 
leaders of Alexandria, by which it was ftipu- 
lated that all proceedings and hoftilities fliould 
lie fuipended till the Emperor's pleafure had 
been-more diftindlly afcertained* By this feem- 
ing moderation, the Catholics were deceived 
into a falfe and fatal fecurity ; while the legions 
of the Upper Egypt, and of Libya, advanced, 
by fecret orders and hafty marches, to befiege, 
or rather to furprife, a capital habituated to 
iedition, and inflamed by religious zeal '^\ The 
pofition of Alexandria, between the fea and the 
lake Mareotis, facilitated the approach and 
landing of the troops ; who were iqtroduced 
into the heart of the city, before any effe6i:ual 
meafures could be taken either to Ihut the gates, 
or to occupy the important pofts of defence. 
At the hour of midnight, twenty-three, days 
after the fignature of the treaty, Syriauus, Duke 
of Egypt, at the head of five thoufand foldiers, 
armed and prepared for an aflault, unexpe6tedly 
invefted the church of St. Theonas, where the. 
archbifliop, with a party of his clergy and peo- 
ple, performed their no6lurnal devotions. The 
doors of the facred edifice yielded to the impe- 

*^* Athanafius had lately fent for Antony, and fomeof his chofen 
Monks* They defcended from their mountain, announced to the 
Alexandrians the fan^ity of Athanafius, and were honourably con- 
4u6led by the archbifliop as far as the gates of the city. AthanaC 
^m ii. p. 49X1494. See likewife Rufinu8,ui« 164* in Yit Patr. p.524. 

tuofity 
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CHAP, tuofitj of the attack, which was accompanied 
^*^^^ with every horrid circumftance of tumult and 
bloodihed ; but, as the bodies of the flain^ and 
the fragments of military weapons, remained the 
next day an unexceptionable evidence in the pof. 
feffion of the Catholics, the enterprifc of Syrianus 
may be confldered as a fucceMtil irruption rather 
than as an abiblnte conqueft* The other churches 
of the city were profaned by fimilar outrages ; 
and, during at leaft four months, Alexandria Was 
expofed to the infults of a licentious army, ftimu- 
lated by the ecclefialtics of an hoftile faftion. 
Many of the faithfeil were killed ; who may de* 
ferve the name of martyrs, if their deaths were 
neither provoked nor revenged ; bifi^ops and pret 
l^ers were treated wHh cruel ignomhiy; con- 
ieerated virgins were ftripped naked, feourg^, 
and violated: the houfes of wealthy citizens 
wef e plundered y and, under the mafl^ of reli- 
gious ze^J, luft, avarice, and private refenti*ient, 
were gratified with impunity, and even with apw 
plaufe. The P^gans^ <rf Alexandria, who ftifl 
formeda^nmnerous^and difcontented party, were 
ea^ly perlbafded to defeit a foidik^ whom they 
feared and efteemed. The hopes of fome ptecuKar 
favours, and the apprehenfioo of being involved 
in the generial penalties of rebellion, engaged 
them to promife their fupport t& the deftin^d 
fucceflbr of Athanaltus, the ^mous George of 
Cappadocia. The ufurper,after receiving the con- 
fecratton 6f am Aroan lynod, was* pieced on the 
epifcopal throne by the* arms of Sebaftian, who 
had beea appoiated Coftint o£ Egypti for the exe- 
cution 
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cutioa of that important defign. In the ufe, as C H A P. 
well as in the acquifition, of power, the tyrant ^ ^^ , 
George difregarded the laws of religion, of juf- 
tice, and of humanity ; and the fame feenes of 
violence and fcandal which had been exhibited 
in the capital, were repeated in more than ninety 
epiicopal cities of Egypt. Encouraged by fuc- 
cefs, Conftantius ventured to approve the con*. 
du6t of his minifters. By a public and paffionate 
epiftle,theEmperorcongratulatesthedeliveranGe 
of Alexandria from a popular tyrant, who deluded 
his blind votaries by the magic of his eloquence ; 
expatiates on the virtues and piety of the moft 
reverend George, the ele3:ed biihop ; and afpires, 
as the patron and benefactor of the city, to fur. 
pafs the fame of Alexander himfelf. But he 
iblemnly declares his unalterable refolution to [ 

purfue with fire and fword the feditious adherent$ 
of the wicked Athanaiius, who, by flying from 
juilice, has confeifed his guilt, and efcaped the 
ignominious death, which be had fo often de« 
ferved'**. 

Atbanailus had indeed efcaped frpm the moft His beha. 
imminent dangers ; and the adventures of that ^®"^- 
extraordinary man deierve and fix our attentioii. 
On the mem4>rable night when the church of St. 
Theoeas was iuvefted by the troops of Syrianud, 
the archbifliop, feated on his throne, expe^ed, 
with calm and intrepid dignity, the approach of 
death. WHile thie public devotion, was inter- 

*" AthanaC torn. i. p. 694. The Emperor, or hi»Arian*fecretari», 
while they exprefs their refentment, betray their fears and efteem of 
Athana^us. 
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CHAP, rupted by fliouts of rage and cries of terror, he 
xxt.^ animated his trembling congregation to exprefe 
their religious confidence, by chanting one of 
the pfalms of David, which celebrates the triumph 
of theGodof Ifrael over the haughty and impious 
tyrant of Egypt. The doors were at length burft 
open ; a cloud of arrows was difcharged among 
the people; the foldiers, with drawn fwords^ 
rufhed forwards into the fandluary; and the 
dreadful gleam of their armour was reflected by 
the holy luminaries which burnt round the al- 
tar '2^ Athanafius ftill rejected the pious impor- 
tunity of the Monks and Prefbyters, who were 
attached to his perfon ; and nobly refufed to de* 
fert his epifcopal ftation, till he had difmiffed in 
fafety the laft of the congregation. The darknefs 
andturaultof the night favoured the retreatof the 
archbifhop ; and though he was opprefTed by the 
waves of an agitated multitude, though he was 
thrown to the ground, and left without fenfe or 
motion, he ftill recovered his undaunted courage j 
and eluded the eager fearch of the foldiers, who 
were inftru6led by their Arian guides, that the 
head of Athanafius would be the moft acceptable 
prefent to the Emperor. From that moment the 
primate of Egypt difappeared from the eyes of 
his enemies, and remained above fix years con- 
cealed in impenetrable obfcurity'". 

The 

'^ Thefe miniite circumilances are curious, as they are EteraUjr 
tranfcribed from the proteft, which was publicly prefented three 
days afterwards by the Catholics of Alexandria. See Athanaf. torn. i. 
p.S67. 

*^' The Janfenifts have often compared Athanafius and Amauld» 
and have expatiated with pleafure on the faith and zeal, the merit and 

cxile> 
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The delpotic power of his implacable enemy chap. 
filled the whole ejctentpfthe Roman world f and .J^'^ 
the exaiperated monarch had endeavoured, by a Huretreat» 
very preffing epiftle to the Chriftian princes of ^• 
ipthiopia, to exclude Athanafius from the mod ^^ ^ /" 
remote and fequeftered regions of the earth. 
Counts, prefects, tribunes, whole armies, were 
fucceffively emfftoyed to purfue a biihop and a 
fugitive ; the vigilance of the civil and military 
powers was excited by the Jraperial edifits ; li- 
beral rewards were promifed to the man who 
fliould produce Athanafius, either alive or dead ; 
and the moft fevere penalties were denounced 
againft thofe who fhould dare to protect the pubi. 
lie enemy *^^ But the deferts of Thebais were 
now peopled by a race of wild> yet fubmiffive 
fanatics, who preferred the commands of their ab* 
bot to the laws of their fovereign. The numer-* 
ous difciples of Antony and Pachpmius received 
the fugitive primate as, their Cattier, admired thQ 
patience and humility with which he conformed 
to their Aridleft inftitutions, cpUei^ed every word 
which dropt from his lip? as.the genuipe e^ufiona 
of infpired wifdom j and pelrfu^ded tb^qafelves, 
that their prayers, their fafts, aud their /vigils, , 
werelefs meritorious than the zeal which they .^ 



txiley of thofe celebrated doi5lors« This concealed parallel is veiy 
^exterpufly managed by the Abb^ dcf ia Bleterie/^e de Joviett> tanri u 
p. X30. 

'^^ Ifinc jam toto orbe profugus Athanafius^ ned uUusiet' tutus ad 
latendum fupur-erat locv^. Tribunis Prsfe^> Comitest exerdtus quo* 
que, ad perveftigandum eum moyenter edi<5tis Imperialibus ; praemia 
delatoribus proponuntufy li quis cum vivumy fi id ftiinusy caput c^e. 
Athanafii detuliflit. Rufin. 1. i. c. i6i | 

., exprefled, 
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CHAP, exprefled, and the dangers which they braved, in 
'P^ , the defence of truth and innocence '^\ The mo- 
nafteriesof Egypt were feated in lonely and de- 
folute places, on the fummit of mountains^ or in 
the iflands of the Nile ; and the facred horn or 
trumpet of Tabenne was the well-known fignal 
which affembled feveral thoufand robuft and de- 
termined Monks, who, for the moil part, had been 
the peafantsof the adjacent country. When their 
dark retreats were invaded by a military force, 
which it was impoffible to reM, they filently 
ilretched out their necks to the executioner; and 
fupported their national chara^^, that tortures 
could never wreft from an Egyptian th6 confef- 
fion of a fecfet which he was refolved not to di£* 
clofe '^. The Archbifliop of Alexandria, for \vho£t 
fafety they eagerly devoted their lives, waft loft 
among a uniform and welt-difciplined multitude; 
and on the nearer approach of danger, he was 
fwiftly removed, by their officious hands, from 
one place of eoncealment to another, till he 
reached the formidable deferts, wbicH the gloomy 
and credulous temper of fuperftiuon had peopled 
with Amvaons and lavage monfters. The retire- 
ment of Athanalius^ which ended o«iy with the 
life of Conflantius, was ipent;, for tbe^ moft park, 
in the fociety of the Monks, who faithfully ferved 
hitn as guards, as fecretaries, and as tneflengers ; 

■39 Gn^or^ Nazianzeoi torn. L Orati xxi. p. 3S4» 3^5* See Tille- 
lBoat»Mem. EcdeLtom. viu p. 176 — ^4^* Sao-^SSo* 

'^ Et nuHa tomMntoram vis itgfftaati adhoc potttk ; qase •bdiirtif* 
film WieMs l«t!POftl nvito' efiett« pdteitf ut ntomeft ^poj^iwi cSeafU Am* 
mian. xxii. 16. and Valefius ad tocuMu 

2 . but 
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but the importance of maintaining a more inti- CHAP, 
mate connection with the Catholic party tempted ^^^* 
him, whenever the diligence of the purfuit was 
abated, to emerge from the defert, to introduce 
himfelf into Alexandria, and to truft his perfon 
to the difcretion of his friends and adherents. 
His various adventures might have furnilhedthe 
fubje6t of a very entertaining romance. He 
was once fecreted in a dry ciftem, which he had 
fcarcely left before he was betrayed by the trea- 
chery of a female flave **'; and he was once con- 
cealed in a ftill more extraordinary afylum, the 
houfe of a virgin, only twenty years of age, and 
who was celebrated in the whole city for her ex- 
quifite beauty. At the hour of midnight, as (he 
related the ftory many years afterwards, Ihe was 
furprifed by the appearance of the Archbifhop 
in a loofe undrefs, who, advancing with hafty 
fteps, conjured her to afford him the protedlion 
which he had been directed by a celeftial vifion 
to feek under her holpitable roof. The pious 
maid accepted and preferved the facred pledge 
which was entrufled to her prudence and courage. 
Without imparting the fecret to any one, flie in- 
ilantly conduced Athanafiu3 into her moil fecret 
chamber, and watched over his fafety with the 
tendemefsofafriend and theaffiduity of a fervant. 
As long as the danger continued, flie regularly . 
fupplied him with books and provifions, wa(hed 

'^' Rufin. l.i. t. x8. Sozomen, l.iv. c. to. This and the fdl- 
lowmg ftoiy will be rendiered impoffibley if we fuppofe that Atfaaiu<« 
fius always iohaluted the afylum which he accidentally or occafionallf 
kad ufed. 

VOL. ui. c c hi« 
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c H A Pit his feet^ managed his correfpondence, and dex- 
•'^^' teraufly concealed from the eye of fufpicion, 
this familiar and folitary intercourfe between a 
faint whofe charadler required the mod unble- 
miibed cbaility, and a female whofe charms 
might excite the mod dangerous emotions "^^ 
During the fix years of perfecution and exile, 
Athanafius repeated his vifits to his fair andfaith- 
ful companion; and the formal declaration, that 
he fcpw the councils of Rimini and Seleucia'*% 
forces us to believe that he was fecretly prefent 
at the time and place of their convocation. 
The advantage of perfonally negociating with 
his friends, and of obferving arid improving the 
divifions of his enemies, might juftify, in a pru- 
dent ftatefman, fo bold and dangerous an enter- 
prife : and Alexandria was connefted by trade 
and navigation with every fea-port of the Medi- 
terranean. From the depth of his inacceffible 
retreat, the intrepid primal Waged an ioceffant 
and oflFenfive war againft thfe prote6fc<:)r of the 
Arians ; and his feafonable writings, which Were 
diligently circulated and eagerly perufed, contri- 
buted to unite and animate the orthodox party. 
In his public apologies, which he addrefled to 

. ^ Pafladius (Hill. Laufiac. c. 136. in Vit. Patnim, p, 776.> tht 
6riginal author of this anedote, had converfed wkh the damfel, who 
ifi her old age flill remembered with pleafure fo pious and honourabk 
a ctmneiftioiu I cannot indulge the delicacy df BaromU9> Vakfius^ 
Tillemooty &c» who aimoft rejedl a ftory fo unworthy, as they deem 
it, of the gravity of eccleliaiUcal hiftory. 

. ^^. Athanaf« torn. i. p^ 869* I agree with Tillemoni; (tora.viii. 
p^ ti97.)» that his expteffions iriipiy a peHbo^> though perhaps fecret^ 
TiSdi to the fynods. 
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tb« Empierof feimrelf, he rometimes aff^Q^d the char 
pFaife of m^«eratiott 5 .whilft at the fame time, 
in fecret and v^hemejst inve6lives, he ^xpofed 
Conftaiitius as a weak itnd wicked priiice,.the 
executiottel" of his family, the tyrant of the re*- 
public, and the antichrift of the church. In 
the height of his profpferity, the vi^orious mo- 
narch, vriK) ha<| dtaftifed the raflinefs of Gallus^ 
and iftipp^efled the rewlt of Sylvanus, who had 
taken the dia^^m ft-om the head of Vetranioi 
and vanquifeed in the field the legions of Mag* 
intentiu^i r^feit^ from An invifiWe hand a 
Wound, wiiich he could neither heal nor re- 
veage; and the ibn of Conftantine was the firft 
of the ChriAiatt princes who experienced the 
ftrength of thofe principles, which in the caofe 
of religion could refift the moft violent exertions 
of the civil power *^^ 

The perfecution of Athanafiu^, and of fo many Arian 
irefpeAable bifhopi, who Rrffered for the truth of ^'^^P'- 
their opinions, or atieaft for the integrity of theit 
confeience, was a juft fiibjeft of indignation and 
difcontent to all Chriftians, except thofewiio 
were blindly devoted to the Arian fa6lion. The 
people regretted the lofs of their faithful paftors, 
whofe banilhment was ufually followed by the 

■ *^ The £p5ftle of Athinafms to the Mohks is fiflcd with reproaches, 
\Mth thie public muft feel to bfe true (vol. i. p. 834. 856.); and, in 
com{diment to his readers, he has introduced the comparifbns of 
Pharaoh, Ahab, Bdlhazzar, &c. The boldnefs of Hilary was at- 
tended with lefs danger, if hie publilhed his inve<5tive in Gaul after 
thfc revolt of Julian ; but LUcifer ffent his libels to Conftantius, and 
idmoft challenged the reward of lihartyi'dorti. See Tillemont, torn. vii. 
p. 905. 

oca intrufion 
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c H A P« idtruiion of a ilmnger '^^ into the epifcopal chair; 
aod loudly complained, that the right of eledion 
was violated, and that they were condemned to 
obey a mercenary ufurper, whofe perfon was un- 
known, and whofe principles were fufpe£i:ed. 
The Catholics might prove to the world, that 
they were not involved in the guilt and herefy of 
their eccleiiaflical governor, by publicly tefUfy- 

bivifiofw. ing their diffent, or by totally feparating them- 
felves from his communion. The firil of tbefe 
methods was invented at Antioch, and praftifed 
with fuch fuccefs, that it was foon diffufed over 
the Chriftian world. The doxology, or facred 
hymn, which celebrates the glory of the Tri- 
nity, is fulceptible of very nice, but material, 
inflexions ; and the fubilance of an orthodox or 
heretical creed, may be exprefled by the differ- 
ence of a disjun6live, or a copulative particle. 
Alternate relponfes, and a more regular plal- 
mody'**^, were introduced into the public fervicc 
by Flavianus and Diodorus, two devout and 
a6live laymen who were attached to the Nicen^ 
faith. Under their conduct, a fwarm of monks 
iffued from the adjacent defert, bands of well- 
difciplined fingers were ftationed in the cathe- 
dral of Antioch, the Glory to the Father, and 

'^^ Athanafius (torn. i. p. 8ii.) complains m general of this prao 
dcey which he afterwards exemplifies (p. 86i.) in the pretended elec- 
tion of Felix. Three eunuchs reprefented the Roman people, and 
three prelates, who followed the court, afliimed the fun^ions of the 
'biihops of the Suburbicarian provinces. 

^•^ Thomaflin (Difcipline de I'Eglife, topi.i. 1. ii. c. 72> 73. p. 966 
— 984) has collected many curious facSls concerning the origin and 
progrefs of church-finging, both in the £aft and Weft. 

tfie 
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the Son, and the Holy Ghoft '^% was trium- chap. 
phantly chanted by a full chorus of voices ; and \ ?^* « 
the Catholics infulted, by the purity of their 
do6lrine, the Arian prelate, who had ufurped 
the throne of the venerable Euftathius. The 
fame zeal which infpired their fongs prompted 
the more fcrupulous members of the orthodox 
party to form feparate affemblies, which weie 
governed by the prefbyters till the death of 
their exiled bifhop allowed the eJe6lion and 
confecration of a new epifcopal paftor ''^'. The 
revolutions of the court multiplied the number 
of pretenders; and the fame city was often dif- 
puted, under the reign of Conftantius, by two, 
or three, or even four bifhops, who exercifed 
their ipiiitual jurifdiftion over their refpeiSlive 
followers, and alternately loft and regained the 
temporal pofleffions of the church. The abufe 
of Chriftianity introduced into the Roman go- 
vernment new caufes of tyranny and fedition ; 
the bands of civil fociety were torn afunder by 
the fury of religious fa6lions ; and the obfcure 
citizen, who might calmly have furveyed the 
elevation and fall of fucceffive Emperors, ima- 

'^^ Plulo(l6rgiQ89 KiiL c. 13.. Godefroy has examined this fubjeA; 
with fin^ulai: accuracy (p. I47> &c.). There were three heterodox 
forms : « To the Father by the Son, and in the Holy Ghoft." « To 
« the Father, and the Son, in the Holy Ghoft ,** and^< To the Father 
« in the Son and\h& Holy Ghoft." 

^ After the exile of Euftathius under the reign of Conftantine, the 
rigid party of the orthodox formed a reparation which afterwards 
degenerated into a fchifm, and lafted above fourfcore years. See 
Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. tom. vii. p. :^s — 54. 113 7 — 115 8. torn. viii. 
p. 53 7 — 63a. 1314 — 133«. In many churches the" Arians and Ho- 
mooufians, who had renounced each other's communion^ continued for 
fome time to join in prayer* Philoftorgius, 1. iii. c. 14. 

c c ^ ginei 
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G H A R gined and experienced, that his own life and 
^^' , fortune were conne^ed with the interefts of 
a popular ecclefiaftic* The exam[de ot the two 
capitals, Rome and Conftantinople, may ferve 
to reprefent the flate of the empire, and the 
temper of mankind, under the reign of the fons 
of Conllantine. 
Rome. I. The Roman pontiff, as long as he main- 

tained his flation and his principles, was guarded 
by the warm attachment of a g)reat people ; and 
could reject with fcorn, the prayers, the menaces, 
and the oblations of an heretical prince. When 
the eunuchs had fecretly pronounced the exile of 
Liberius, the well-grounded apprehenfion of a 
tumult engaged them to ufe the utmoft precau- 
tions in the execution of the fentence. The ca- 
pital was invefted on every fide, and the praefefik 
was commanded to feize the perfon of the bifliop, 
either by ftratagem, or by open force. The order 
was obeyed, and Liberius, with the greateft dif- 
ficulty, at the hour of midnight, was fwiftly con- 
veyed beyond the reach x>f the Roman people, 
before their cQnfi:ernation was turned into rage. 
Aa foon as they were informed of his banifliment 
into Thrace, a general iaffembly was convened, 
and the clergy of Rome bound themfelves, by 
a public and folemn oath, never to defert their 
bifliop, never to acknowledge the ufurper Faelix j 
who, by the influence of the eunuchs, had been 
irregularly chofen and confecrated within the 
walls of a profane palace* At the end of two 
years, their pious obft^inacy fubfifl;ed entire and 
unftiaken ; and when Conftantius vifited Rome, 

he 
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he was aflailed by tbie importunate folicitations c H A P. 
of a people, who had preferved, as the laft rem- ^ ^^ ' 
nant of their ancient freedom, the right of treat- 
ing their fovereign with familiar infolence, Thi^ 
wives of many of the fenators and moft honour-^ 
able citizens, afler prefling their hufbands to 
intercede in favour of Liberius, were advifed 
to undertake a commifiions which in their hands 
would bq lefs dangerous, and might prove more 
fuccefsful. The Empferor received with polite- 
nefs thefe female deputies, whofe wealth and 
dignity were difplayed in the magnificence of 
their drefs and ornaments: he admired their 
inflexible refolution of following their beloved 
pallor to the moft diftant regions of the earth ; 
and confented that the two biihops, Liberius 
and Faelix, Ihould govern in peaoe their reipec 
tive congregations. But the ideas of toleration 
were fo repugnant to the practice, and even to 
the fentiments of thofe times, that when the 
anfwer of Conftantius was publicly read in the 
Circus of Rome, fo reafonable a projeiSt of ac- 
commodation was rejefiled with contempt and 
ridicule. The eager vehemence which am-, 
mated the fpe6lators in the decifive moment of 
a horfe-race, was now dire6led towards a dif- 
ferent obje6l; and the Circus refounded with 
the flwut of thoufands, who repeatedly ex- 
claimed, " One God, One Chrift, One Bifhop.'* 
The zeal of the Roman people in the caufe of 
Liberius, was not confined to words alone ; and 
the dangerous and bloody fedition which they 
excited foon after the departure of Conftantius, 

c c 4 deter;* 
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CHAP, determined that prince to accept the fubmiffion 
^ ^^' . of the exiled prelate, and to reftore him to the 
undivided dominion of the capitaL After fome 
inefFe6lual refiftance, his rival was expelled from 
the city by the permiffion of the Emperor, and 
the power of the oppofite fafilion ; the adherents 
of Faelix were inhumanly murdered in the ftreets, 
in the public places, in the baths, and even in 
the churches ; and the face of Rome, upon the 
return of a Chriftian bifliop, renewed the horrid 
image of the maffacres of Marius, and the pro- 
fcriptions of Sylla '^'. 
Conftan- II. Notwithflandiug the rapid increafe of Chrif- 
**°®P^®' tians under the reign of the Flavian family, Rome, 
Alexandria, and the other great cities of the em- 
pire, ftill contained a ftrong and powerful fa6lion 
of infidels, who envied the profperity, and who 
ridiculed, even on their theatres, the theological 
difputes of th e church. Conftantinople alone en- 
joyed the advantage of being born and educated 
in the bofom of the faith. The capital of the 
Eaft had never been polluted by the worfliip of 
idols ; and the whole body of the people had 
deeply imbibed the opinions, the virtues, and the 
• paffions, which diftinguifhed the Chriftians of 
that age from the reft of mankind. After the 
death of Alexander, the epifcopal throne was dif- 
puted by Paul and Macedonius. By their zeal 

'^ See» on this ecclefiafiical revolution of Rome^ Ammianus^ xv. 7* 
AthanaC torn. i. p. 834* 86i. Sozomen, 1. iv. c. 15. Theodoret Lii* 
c. 17. Sulp. Sever. Hift. Sacra, L ii. p. 413. Hieronym. Chron. Mar- 
cellin. et Fauftin, Libell. p. $9 4. Tillemont. Mem. Ecclef. torn, vi* 

and 
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and abilities they both deferved the eminent chap. 
ilation to which they afpired; and if the moral ^ ^^ ^ 
chara6ter ofMacedonius waslefs exceptionable, 
his competitor had the advantage of a prior elec- 
tion and a more orthodox dodtrine. His firm 
attachment to the Nicene creed, which has 
given Paul a place in the calendar among faints 
and martyrs, expofed him to the refentment of 
the Arians. In the fpace. of fourteen years he 
was five times driven from the throne ; to which 
he was more frequently reftored by the violence 
of the people, than by the piermiffion of the 
prince ; and the power of Macedonius could be 
fecured only by the death of his rivaL The un- 
fortunate Paul was dragged in chains from the 
fandy defer ts of Mefopotamia to the moft defolate 
places of Mount Taurus '^% confined in a dark 
and narrow dungeon, left fix days without food, 
and at length ftrangled, by the order of Philip, 
one of the principal minifters of the Emperor 
Conftantius'^'. The firfl: blood which fl^ained 
the new capital was fpilt in this ecclefiaftical 
conteft ; and many perfons were flain on both 

'^^ Cucufus was the laft ftage of his life and fuiferings. The fitu- 
ation of that lonely town^ on the confines of Cappadoday CiUcky and 
' the Lefler Armenia^ has occafioned fome geographical perplexity^ 
but we are diredled to the true fpot by the courfe of the Roman road 
from Csefarea to Anazarbus. Se^ Cellarii. Geograph. torn. ii. p. 213. 
Weffeling ad Itenerar. p. 179. 703. 

'5' Athanafius (tom.i. p. 703. 813, 814.) affirms, in the moft 
pofitive terms that Paul was murdered ; and appeals not only to com- 
mon fame, but even to the unfufpieious teftimony of Philagrius, one 
of the Arian perfecutors. Yet he acknowledges, that the heretics 
attributed to difeafe'the death of the bifliop of Conftantinople. Atha- 
nafius is fervilely copied by Socrates (1. ii. c. a6.); but Sozomen, who 
difcovers a more liberal temper, prefumes (I. iv. c. a.) to infiriuate a 
prudent doubt. 

fides. 
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CHAP, fides, in the furious and obflinate feditions of 
^^- the people. The commiffion of enforcing a 
fentence of banifliment againft FauJ, had been 
entrufted to Hermogenes, the mafter-general of 
the cavalry; but the execution of it was fatal to 
himfelf. The Catholics rofe in defence of their 
bifliop; the palace of Hermogeneswas confumed; 
the firfl military officer of the empire was dragged 
by the heek through the ftreets of Conftanti- 
nople, and, after he expired, his lifelefs corpfe 
was expofed to their wanton infults'^*. The fate 
of Herraogenes inflru&ed Phihp, the Praetorian 
prasfe6);, to a^ with more precaution on a fimilar 
occafion. In the mod gentle and honourable 
terms, he required the attendance of Paul in the 
baths of 2^uxippus, which had a private <;om- 
munication with the palace and the fea. A veflel 
which lay ready at the garden flairs, immediately 
hoiiled fail ; and, while the people were flill ig- 
norant of the meditated facrilege, their bifhop 
was already embarked on his voyage to TH^a* 
lonica. , They fbon beheld, with furprize and 
indignation, the gates of the palace thrown 
open, and the ufurper Macedonius feated by the 
fide of the pra&fefl on a lofty chariot, which was 
furroundedby troops of guards with drawn fwords. 
The military proceffion advanced towards the 
cathedral J the Arians and the Catholics eagerly 
ruflied to occupy that important poftj and three 
thoufand one hundred and fifty perfons loft their 
lives in the confufion of the tumult, Mace- 

*^ AmmUntts (xiv. xo.) refers to his cnm vccousH of this tngic 
eveot. But we no longer poiTels that part of his hillorjr. 

^ donius. 
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doAiu$, who was fupported by a regular force, CHAP, 
obtoinied a decifive viftory; but his reign was ^^^* 
difturbed by claniour and fedition ; and the caufea 
whichappeared the lead conne6lcd with the fub- 
jeft of difpute, were filfficient to nourifh and to 
kindle the flame of civil dilfcord. As the chapel 
in which the body of the great Conftantine had 
been depofited was in a ruinous condition, the 
biihops tranfported thofe venerable remains into 
the church of St» Acacius. This- prudent and 
even pious meafure was reprefented as a wicked 
profanation by the whole party which adhered to 
the Homooufian doctrine. The fa3:ions imme- 
diately flew to arms, the confecrated ground 
was ufed as their field of battle; and one of the 
ecclefiafliical hiftorians has obferved, as a real 
faQ, not as a figure of rhetoric, that the well 
before the church overflowed with a ftream of 
blood, which filled the porticoes and the adja- 
cent courts. The writer who fliould impute thefe 
tumults folely to a religious principle, would 
betray a very imperfect knowledge of hun^an na- 
ture; yet it rauft be confeflTed, that the motive 
which mifled the fincerity of zeal, and the pre- 
tence which difguifed the licentioufnefs of paf- 
fion, fuppreffed the remorfe which in another 
caufe, would have fucceeded to the rage of the 
Chrifi:ians of Conftantinople'". 

'" See Socrates, 1. ii. c. 6, 7. la, 13. 15, 16. a6, «7. 38. and Stv 
?omen, 1. iii. 3, 4. 7. 9. 1. iv. c ii. ai. The a^ts of St. Paul of Con- 
ftantinppley of which Photius has made an abftra<£l (Phot. Bibliot* 
p. 1419— 1430.), are an indifferent copy of thefe hiftorians ; but ft • 
modem Greek, who could write the life of a faint withdut adding 
^bles and nuracles, is entitled to (bme commendation^ 

The 
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CHAP. The cruel and arbitrary diipofition of Conftan- 
^^^' , tius, which did not always require the provoca- 
Crueity of tious of guiltandrefiflance,was juftly cxaiperated 
theArians. by the tumults of his Capital, and the criminal 
behaviour of a fa6lion, which oppofed the autho-^ 
rityand religion of their fovereign. The ordinary 
punifliments of death, exile, and confifcation 
were infli6led with partial rigour; and the Greeks 
ilill revere the holy memory of two clerks, a 
reader and a fub-deacoii, who were accufed of 
the murder of Hermogenes, and beheaded at the 
gates of ConftantinopJe. By an edi6l of Con- 
ftantius againft the Catholics, which has not been 
judged worthy of a place in the Theodofian code, 
thofe who refufed to communicate with the Arian 
bifhops, and particularly with Macedonius, were 
deprived of the immunities of ecclefiaftics, and 
of the rights of Chriftians; they were compelled 
to relinquifh the poffeffion of the churches; and 
were ftri6lly prohibited from holding their aflem- 
blies within the walls of the city. The execution 
of this unjuil law, in the provinces of Thrace and 
Afia minor, was committed to the zeal of Ma- 
cedonius ; the civil and military powers were 
dire6led to obey his commands; and the cruelties 
exercifed by this Semi- Arian tyrant in the fup-. 
portofthejfirowoio«//?on,exceededthecommiflion, 
and difgraced the reign of Conftantius. The fa- 
craments of the church were adminiflered to the 
relu&ant vi6lims, who denied the vocation, and 
abhorred the principles of Macedonius. The rites 
of baptifm were conferred on women and chil- 
dren, who, for that purpofe, had been torn from 

the 
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the arms of their friends and parents; the mouths chap. 
of thecommunicants were held open,byawooden ^^* 
engine, while the confecrated bread was forced 
down their throat ; the breads of tender virgins 
were either burnt with red-hot egg-fliells, or in- 
humanly comprefled between fliarp and heavy 
boards'^*. The Novatians of Conftantinople, 
and the adjacent country, by their firm attach* 
ment to the Homooufian (landard, deferved to 
be confounded with the Catholics themfelves. 
Macedonius was informed, that a large diilri6l 
of Paphlagonia *" was almofl entirely inhabited 
by thofe fedlaries. He refolved either to con- 
vert or to extirpate them ; and as he diftrufted, 
on this occalion, the efficacy of an eccleliailical 
miffion, he commanded a body of four thoufand 
legionaries to march againfl the rebels^ and to 
reduce the territory of Mantinium under his 
ipiritual dominion. The Novatian pealants, 
animated by defpair and religious fury, boldly 
encountered the invaders of their country; and 
though many of the Paphlagonians were flain^ 
the Roman legions were vanquiihed by an irre- 
gular multitude, armed only with fcythes and 
xixes ; and, except a few who lefcaped by an 

'''^ Socrates, I. ii. c. 47. 38. Sozomen, Liv. c.4X. The principal 
affiilants of Macedonius, in the work of perfeeution, were the two bi^ 
ihops of Nicomedia and Cyzicus, who were efteemed for their virtues^ 
and efpecially for their charity. I cannot forbear reminding the 
reader, that the difference between the Homooufion and Homoiot^on^ 
is almbft inviiible to the niceft theological eye. 

'" We are ignorant of the precife fituation of Mantxnium* In 
fpeaking of thefe^ur bands of legionaries, Socrates, Sozomen, and 
llie author of the A<Sls of St. Paul, ufe the indefinite terms of apiO/uteit 

'^oCKxryi^i rayfJMTOy which Nicephorus very properly tranilatet tJbou* 

Jknd4. Valef.adSoGnt.lii. c«38, 

,^ * . ignomio 
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CHAR ignominious flight, four thoufftnd foldiers were 
^^^ left dead on the field of battle. The fu<;ceffor 
of Conftantius has expreffed, in a concife but 
lively manner, feme of the theological calami- 
ties which affli6led the empire, and more efpe- 
cially the Eaft, in the reign of a prince who 
was the Have of his own paffions, and of thofe 
of his eunuchs. " Many were imprifoned, and 
** perfecuted, and driven into exile. Whole 
" troops of thofe who were^ftyled heretics were 
^* maffacred, particularly at Cyzicus, and at 
** Samofata. In Paphlagonia, Bithynia, Galatia, 
^ and in many other provinces, towns and 
^' villages were laid wafte, and utteriy de- 
« ftroyed"*^** 
The revolt While the flatnes of the Arian controverfy 
of the^Do-" <^onfumed the vitals of the empire, the African 
natiiicir- provinces Were infeftcd by their peculiar ene- 
cumcei- j^j^g ^{^^ favage fanatics, who, Under the name 
AJ). sASf . of drcumcelKonSy formed fhe ftrength and fcan- 
^^- dal of the Donatift party '*^ The fevere execu- 

,tion of the laws of Conftantine had excited a 
fpirit of difcontent andrefiftance; the flrenuous 
efforts of his fon Coriilans, toTeftore the titiity 
of the church, exafperat-ed the fenttmehts of 
.mutual hatred, which had firft pccafioned the 

•** JUlkft Epiftdl. Ri. p. 436. t€it, Spanhfeitfi. 

'^ See Optatus MUevitanus (particularly iii. 4.), witK tiie ttonatift 
hiftetyf by M. Duping and ijie original pieces a} the end of his edition. 
The numerous circumftance's which Auguftin has mentioned^ of the 
fury of the Circumceliions againft others, ahdagainft themfelvesy havt 
been laboriotifly colle6led by Tillemoht, Meih. Ecdlef. tom.vi. p.i4T 
— 165. ; and he has often, though without defign, expoTed the injii- 
Hes ivhich had ptoToked thofe fanatic^. 

fqparation; 
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reparation ; and the methods of force and cor- G H A P, 
ruptioQ employed by the two Imperial commit . ^'^ 
fioners, Paul and Macarius, furniftied the fchit 
matics with a fpecious contraft between the 
maxims of the apoftles and the conduct of theii" 
pretended fucceffors ^^ The peafants who in* 
habited the villages of Numidia and Mauritania^ 
were a ferocious race, who had been imperfefilly 
reduced under the authority of the Roman laws ; 
who were imperfe6lly converted to the Chrit 
tian faith; but who were a^uated by a blind 
and furious enthufiafm in the c^fe of their. 
Donatiil teachers. They indignantly fupported 
the exile of their bifhops, the demolition of their 
churches, and the interruption of their fecrefc 
aflemblies. The violence of the officers of 
jttftice, who were ufually fuftained by a military 
g^ard, was fometimes repelled with equal vio- 
leiice; and the blood of fbme popular ecclefiaftics, 
which had been (hed in the quarrel, inflamed 
their rude followers with an eager delire of re- 
venging the death of thefe holy martyrs. By 
their own cruelty and raflinefs, the minifters of 

*'** It IS amufing enough to obferve the language of oppoiite par- 
ties, when they fpeak of the fame men and things. GratUs^ Bifliop 
of Caorthagey begins the acclamationt of an ortho(k)x fyndd^ ^ Gra« 
** das Deo ommpotenti et Chrifto Jefu ... qui imperavit religiofijfimo 
" Conthmti Imperatdri, ut votum gereret unitatis, et mitteret mmiftros 
** fiindti c^aisfammUs Dei Pbulum et Macanum." Monument. Vet. 
ad Calcem OpUti» p. 3x3. " Ec(ie fubito," (fays the Donatift author 
of the Paffion of Marculus) " de Conftantis regis tyrannica domd . . . 
*< poUutum Macarianae p^rfecutionis murmur increpuit, et 4uabm 
«, beftiis ad Africam raifiis, eodem fialicet Macario et Paulo execran- 
<< dum prorfus ac dirum ecclefise certamen indi<Slum eft^ ut popuJus 
** Chri^Qus ad unionem cUm traditoribus f&ciendam^ millatis noili- 
^ turn ^diift et draconum prefentibus fignis> et tubarum vocibus cqge« 
<* retur." Monument, p. 304- 

per- 
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CHAP, perfecution fometimes provoked their fate ; and 
^^* the guilt of an accidental tumult precipitated 
the criminals into defpair and rebellion. Driven 
from their native villages, the Donatift peafants 
aflembled in formidable gangs on the edge of 
the GetuJian defert; and readily exchanged the 
habits of labour for a life of idlenefs and rapine, 
which was confecrated by the name of religion, 
and faintly condemned by the do6lors of the 
fe6l. The leaders of the Circumcellions aflumcd 
the title of captains of the faints ; their prin- 
cipal weapon, as they were indifferently pro- 
vided with fwords and fpears, was a huge and 
weighty club, which they termed an IJraeUte: 
and the well-known found of " Praife be to 
*' God," which they ufed as their cry of war, 
diffufed confternation over the unarmed pro- 
vinces of Africa. At firft their depredations 
were coloured by the plea of neceffity; but 
they foon exceeded the meafure of fubfiftence, 
indulged without controul their intemperance 
and avarice, burnt the villages which they had 
pillaged, and reigned the licentious tyrants of 
the open country. The occupations of huf- 
bandry, and the adminiftration of juftice, were 
interrupted; and as the Circumcellions pre* 
tended to reftore the primitive equality of man- 
kind, and to reform the abufes of civil fociety, 
they opened a fecure afylum for the flaves and 
debtors, who flocked in crowds to their holy 
ilandard. When they were not refilled, they 
ufually contented themfelves with plunder, but 
the flighted oppofition provoked them to a6ls of 
13 violence 
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violence and murder ; and fome Catholic ptie&s^ jfc h A p. 
ii<^ho had imprudently iignalized their zealj were ^^*- 
tortured by the fatiatics with the moft relfified ^nd 
wanton barbarity. The fpirit of the Circumcel- 
liofis was not always exerted againft their de- 
fencelefs enemies ; they engaged, and fometimeft 
defeated, the troops of the province ; and in the 
bloody adtion of Bagai, they attacked in the open 
field, but with unfuecefsful valour, an advanced 
guard of the Imperial cavalry. The Donatifti 
who were taken in arms, received, and they foon 
deferved, the feme treatment which might have 
been fhewn to the wild beafts of the defert. The 
captives died, without a murmur, either by the 
iword, the axe, or the fire ; aiid the meafures of 
retaliation were multiplied iti a rapid proportion, 
which aggravated the horrors of rebiellibn, and 
excluded the hc^pfe of mutual fbrgivenefs. tn the 
beginning of the ptefent century, the example 
of the CircumcellionI has been renewed iti the 
perfecution, theboldnefs, the crimei^, and the 
enthufiafm of jth^ CamifardS j and if the fanatics 
of I<>angtiedQC furp^ffed tbofe of Nuhiidia, by 
their military atchievements, the Africans maiih^ 
taitied their ^erce ihdepfetidence with itiore refo- 
Itition atnd perfevera^nee '^S 

Such difotders are the natural efFe6ls of reli.- Their reii- 
giotii^ tyranny j but the rage of the Donatifts was ^J^® ^^' 
inflamed by a frenj^y of a very extraordinary kind j 

'5* The Hiftoire des Camiiardsy in 3 vols, izxno, Villefranche, 
I7609 may be recommended as accurate, and in)paniaL It requites 
fome attention to diicover the religion of the autl^c^. 

yoL. m. p p and 
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CHAP, and whicli,. if it really prevailed among them in 
^ XXL ^ fp extravagant a degree, cannot furely be paral* 
leled in any country, or in any age. Many of 
thefe fanatics were poffeffed with the horror of 
life, and the defire of martyrdo^n : and they 
deemed it of little moment by what mean^, or 
by what hands, they periihed, if their conduct 
was fandlified by the intention of devoting them- 
felves to the glory of the true faith, and the hope 
of eternal happiqefs '% Sometimes they rudely 
difturbed the fellivals, and profaned the temples 
of Paganifm, with the defign of exciting the moft 
zealous of the idolaters to revenge the infulted 
honour of their gods. They fometimes forced 
their wayinto the courts of juftice, and compelled 
the aflfrighted judge to give orders for their im^ 
mediate execution. They frequently flopped 
travellers on the public highways, and obliged 
them to inflidt the ftroke of martyrdom, by the 
promife of a reward, if they confented, and by 
the threat of inftant death, if they refufed to grant 
fo very lingular a favour. When they were difap- 
pointed of every other refpurce, they announced 
the day on which, in the prefence of their friends 
^nd brethren, they fhould caft themfelves head- 
long from fome lofty rock j and many precipices 
were fhe>yq, which had acquired fame by the 
number of religious fuicides. In the a6lions of 
thefe defperate enthufialls, who were admir^ by 
one party as the martyrs of God, and abhorred by 

'^0 The Donatift fuicides alleged in their juitification the example 
of Raziasy which i% related in the X4th chapter of the fecondboQk 
of the Maccabees. 

the 
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tte Other as the vifilims of Satan, an impartial chap. 
philofopher may difcover the 'influence and the . j^^' 
lad Jtbiife of that inflexible fpirit, which was ori- 
ginally derived from the chara^er and principles 
of the Jewifli nation. 

The fimple narrative of the intelline divifions, (General 
which diftra6led the peace, and diflionoured the of^e^^ 
triumph, of the church;, will confirm the remark Chriftian 
of a Pagan hiftorian, and juftify the complaint of ^^^^^ 
a venerable bifliop. The experienceof Ammianus 31*— 361; 
had cotivinced him, that the enmity of the Chrif- 
tians towards each other, furpafled the fury of fa- 
vage beails againft man '**'; and Gregory Nazianzen 
moil pathetically latnents, that the kingdom of 
heaven was converted, by difcord, into the image 
of chaos, of a no6lurnal tempeft, and of hell it^ 
felf '**. The fierce and partial writers of the times, 
afcribing all virtue to themfelves, and imputing 
^11 guilt to their adverfaries, have painted th^ 
battle of the angels and daemons. Our calmer rea- 
Ibn will reject fuch pure and perfe6l monfters of 
vice or fan6lity, and will impute an equal, or at 
lead an indifcriminat^, meafure of good and evil 
to the hofl:ile feSaries, who aflumed and bellowed 
the appellations of orthodox and heretics. They 
had been educated in the lame religion, and the 
lame civil fociety. Their hopes and fears in the 
prefent, or in a future^ life, were balanced in the 
fame proportion. Oil either fide, the error might 

^ KuUas infeftas hommibus beftias, ut fuiit Gbi ferales pleriqiiif 
Chriilianoruin expertus. Ammian. xxii. 5. 

*** Gregor. Nazianzen. Orat. i. p. 33. See TiUemont, lonl. vi. 
p. 501. (quarto edit. 
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CHAP, be ipnoqent, the faith ^ncere^ the pra^ic^ metK^ 
^^h . torious or pon-upt. Theiv paffions were excited 
by fimilar Qbje£ts ; and they might alternately 
abufe the favour of the court, or of the people^ 
The raetaphyfical opinions of the Athanafiana 
and the Arisins, coulcl not influence their moral 
chara6ler j and they were alike adluated by the 
intolerant ipirit, which has been extracted from 
the pure and fimple maxims of the gofpeL 
Toicra- A modern writer, who, w^th a jqft confidence, 

don of has prefixed to his ©vn hiftory Ifl^e honourable 
^'^ epithets qf political a?id ph^9fophical'*% accuies 

^he timid prudence of Montef<|uieu, for negle^^ 
ixig tp enumerate, among the^aufes of the decline 
of the empire, a law of Conft^antine, by which the 
exercife of the Pagan worftiip was 9,bfolately 
fupprefied, and a confid^able part of his fubjeSs 
was left defi'itute of priefi:s^ of temp^es^ and of 
any public religion. The zeal of the philoiqphic 
liiftorian for t^e rights of ms^nkind, has induced 
him tq acquiefce in the ambigiipus teftimony of 
thofe ecclefiafticsj^ who have too lightly affpribed 
^o their favourite hero the merit of a general per- 
l^cution ^^ iQ^^^ad of aljleg^^g t^iis imaginary 

^^ Hlftoire Pplitiqixe et Philolfopbique* des Eubliflemens des £u- 
ropeens dans les deux Indes^ torn. i. p* 9. 

'^ According to Eufelnus (in Vit. ConfUntm. 1, ii. c. 45.) the 
Efi^pei^o^ pcphi^edf bo^ in cities ai^d i^ th? 90unjry» t» fAtftrctfot 
. . • rn^ Ei^uXoXai^Hom the abominable 9^6is or parts of idolatry. 
Socrates (I. i. c. 17.) and Sozomen (I. ii. o. 4, 5.) have reprefented 
the conduA of Conftantine with a juft regard to truth and hiilory; 
^hich, ha« bgen n^I^^ed l?y Theodorot (L y* c. ax.) and Orofius 
(vii. 28.)* Turn deinde (f;|y3 the latter) primuai Conftantiiwis /j^d^ 
^ ordine ^t fiq yicen^ v^rtit edi<Slo ; fiqmde^ ij^tuit citra ullaun homi- 
num csedem, pa£;anorum teinpla claudi. 

II . law, 
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l$w, which would have bUiied in the front of C h a p. 
the Imperial podes, we may fefely appeal to the J^*^ 
original epiftle, which Conftantine addrefied to 
the followers of the ancient religion j at a. time 
when he no longer difguifed his converfion, nor 
dreaded the rivals of his throne. He invites and 
exhorts, in the mod prefiing terms, the fubje£ts 
of the Roman empire to imitate the example of 
th^ir mailer; but he delares, that thofe who byCoa. 
ilill refufe to open their eyes to the celeftial light, **^'*^» 
may freely ei^joy their teipples, and their fan* 
cied gods, A report, that the ceremonies of 
paganifm were fupprefled, is formally contra- 
didled by t^ie Emperor, himfelf, who wifely aft 
fignB, as the principle of his moderation, the 
invincible force of habit, of prejudice, and of 
fuperftition '*^ Without violating the fandlity 
of h|s promife, without alarming the fears of 
the Pagans, the artful monarch advanced, by 
flow and cautious fteps, to undermine the irre- 
gular and decayed fabric of polyth^iffai. The 
partial a.£ts qf feverity which he occafipnally 
^xercifed, though they were fecretly prompted 
by a Chriftian ?eal, were coloured by the faireft 
pretences of juitice and the public good ; and 
while Conftantine defigned to ruin the foun- 
dations, I^e feemed to reform the abufes of the 
ancient religion. After the example of the 

m 

^^ See Eufebius in Vit. Conl(antin. l.ii« c»56. 6o. In the fer- 
mon tp the ^mbly of fai^tst ^,hlch t^e £;nperor pf onovnc^4 when 
he was matui;e in years and pi^ty» \^ ^^dares to the idqiaterf 
(cxi.), that they are perH!Utt,e<J, to 9flfer ftciifices, aiid t*^ i^<9T<;ijif 
every part of their religious worlhip. 

wifeft 
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CHAP. wi£eft of his predeceflbrs, he condemned. Under 
- ! ^^ ^^ ^^^ rigorous penalties, the occult and 
impious arts of divination ; \vhich excited the 
vain hopes, and fometimes the criminal at^ 
tempts, of thofe who were difcontented with 
their prefent condition. An ignominous iilence 
was impofed on the oracles, which had been 
publicly convi6ted of fraud and falfehood ; 
the effeminate priefts of the Nile were abo- 
liihed; and Conftantine difcharged the duties 
of a Roman cenfor^ when he gave orders for 
the demolition of feveral temples of Phoenicia ; 
in which every mode of proftitution was de- 
voutly pra6tifed in the face of day, and to the 
honour of Venus'^. The Imperial city of 
Conftantinople was, in fome meafure, raifed at 
the expence, and was adorned with the fpoils, 
of the opulent temples of Greece and Afia ; the 
facred property was confifcated ; the ilatues of 
gods and heroes were tranlported, with rude 
familiarity, among a people who confidered them 
as objects, not of adoration, but of curiofity : 
the gold and filver were reftored to circulation ; 
and the magiflrates, the bifhops and the eunuchs, 
improved the fortunate occafion of gratifying, 
at onccj their zeal, their avarice, and their re* 
fetitment. But thefe depredations were con* 
fined to a fmall part of the Roman world ; and 
the provinces had been long fince accuftomed to 

**• See Eufebius, in Vit. Conftantiri. j.iii. c.54 — 58. and 1. iv. 
e. i$. %s» Thefe aAs of authority may be compared with the fup- 
prcdfion of the Bacchanals, and the demolition of the temple of l&h 
by the inagifirates of Pagan Rome. 

4 endure 
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endure the fame facrilegious rapine, from the chap* 
tyranny of princes and .proconfuls, who could ^^xi. 
not be fufpe6led of any defign to fubvert the 
eftabliftied religion/^^ 

The fons of Conftantine trod in the footfteps of aad his 
their father, with more zeal, and with lefs dit ^** 
cretion. The pretences of rapine and oppreffion 
were infenlibly multiplied '^^ ; every indulgence 
was (hewn to the illegal behaviour of the Chrit 
tians ; every doubt was explained to the difad- 
vantage of Paganifra ; and the demolition of the 
temples was celebrated as one of the aufpiqipjus 
events of the reign of Conftans and Conftan- 
tius '^'. The name of Conftantius is prefixed to 
^ concife law, which might have fuperfeded the 
neceffity of any future prohibitions, " Itisiour 
*' pleafure, that in 9.II places, and in all cities, 
^' the temples be immediately fhut, and carefully 
^* guarded, that none may have the power of 
<^ pffending. It is likewife our pleafure, that ?iU 



';7 Eufebiut (in Vit. Conftant. I. lii* c. 54.) an4 Libanlus (Orat, 
pro Templis, p. 9, 10. edit. Gothofred.) both mention the pious 
facrilege of Conftantine, which they viewed in very different lights. 
The latter exprefsly declares, that « he made ufe of the facred mo^ 
</ ney, but n^de no alteration ia the legal worihip ; the temple^ 
« indeed were impoveriihed> but the facred rites w:ere performed 
« there." Lardner's Jewiih and Heathen Teftimonies, voUiy^ 
p. 140. 

'^ Ammianus (xidi. 4,) fpeaks of fome court eunuchs who were 
fpoliis templorum pafti. Libanius lays (Orat. pro Tempi, p. 23.)^ 
Uiat the Emperor often gavo away a temple, like a dog, or a hoife» 
or a flave, or a gold cup : but the devout philofopher takes care to 
obferve, that thefe facrilegious favourites very feldom profpered. 

'*' See Gothofred. Cod. Theodof. torn. vi. p. 262. LibaQ, Qrat. 
'PareqtaL c«x. in Fabric. Bibl. Grsec. tom^ vii. p. 2^5 ^ 
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C H^ P. '^ dur fubje£ts fliould abftain from facrifices. If 
« any one fliould be guilty of fuch an afil, let 
*« Him feel the fword of vengeance, and after 
** his execution, let his property be confifcated 
^^ to the public ufe* We denounce the fame 
^< penalties againil the governors of the pro- 
^ vinces, if they aegleSk to punifli the crimi^ 
•« nals ''°.'* But there is the ftrongeft reafon to 
b^lieVe that this formidable edi6l was eitlier 
compoied without being pilbliihed, or \vas pub- 
Hflied without being executed. The evidence of 
fadiS, and the pioiiuilients which are (till extatif 
of brai^ and marble^ continue to provfe the public 
63tercife of the Pagan worfhip during the whole 
i^eign of the fons of Conflantine. In the Eaft as 
Wdl as in the Weft^ in cities as well as in the 
cdiirttry, si great number of tetnples were re- 
^^e&edj or at leaft were (pared ; and the devout 
f^ultitude ftill enjoyed the luxury of facrifices, of 
feftivals^ and of proceffions, by the permifliori, 
or by the connivance, of the civil government. 
About four years after the fuppofed date of his 

^ Placuit omnibus locii atque uibijbus univerfls clajidi protinus 
t6M!^k| tt acceflVi vetitis omnibus licentiatti delinquendi perditis ab- 
a^^m^ Volunms etiam can6h>8 a facrificiis abftinere. Quod fiqub 
iflif^d §&rtt hujufmodt perpetraverity gladio fieniatur: facuhates 
etiam pemnpCt ^o decernimus Tindicari: et fimilita: adftigi rec- 
tores provinciaram fi facinora vindicare neglexerint. Cod. TheodoC 
hxn» tit.x* leg. 4- Chronology has diicoyered fome contradiction 
it the date of ^ extravagant Uw ; the only one, perhaps^ by which 
the negligence of magifiratear is puniflied by death and confifcation. 
M.del2Bsftie (Mem. d6 FAcademit, tom.ifv. p. 98.^ cot^e^ure^ 
5»ith a fliev of reafon» that thitf tratf no mor^ than die minutes of a 
Itwy the heads of an intended bil!^ whidt were found iii SctMs 
Memoriae, among die papers of Confiantiusy and afterwards in* 
fertedf as a worthy model> in the Theodofiancode. 

bloody 
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bloody edifl:, Conftantius vifited the temples of c ir A P. 
Rome ; and the decency of his behaviour is re- ^^^' 
commended by a pagan orator as an example 
worthy of the imitation of fucceeding princes. 
" That Emperor," fays Symmachus, " fuffered 
" the privileges of the veftal virgins to remain 
" inviolate: he beftowed the facerdotal dignities 
** on the nobles of Rome, granted the cuftomary 
*« allowance to defray the expences of the pub- 
" lie rites and facrifices; and, though he had 
** embraced a different religion, he never at- 
" tempted to deprive the empire of the facred 
" worfliip of antiquity '''/* The fenate ftill pre- 
fumed to confecrate, by folemn decrees, the 
divine memory of their fovereigns ; and Con- 
Han tine himfelfwas alTociated, after his death, 
to thofe, gods whom he had renounced and in- 
fulted during his life. The title, the enfigns, 
the prerogatives, of sovereign pontiff, which 
had been inftituted by Numa, and affumed by 
Auguftus, were accepted, without- hefitation, 
by feven Chriftian emperors; who were invefted 
with a more abfolute authority over the religion 
which they had deferted, than over that whicb 
they profeffed'^\ 

'7' Symmach. Bpiftot. x.54. 

'7* The fourth Difiertation of M.dela Baftie» fur le Souverain 
Pontificat des Empereurs Romains (in the Mem. de I'Acad. torn. xv. 
p. 75 — i[44.)y 18 a very learned and judicious performance^ which 
explains the ilate> and proves the toleration^ of Paganifin from Con- 
ftantine the Gratiao. The afTertion of Zoiimusy that Gratian was 
the firft who refufed the pontifical robe9 is confirmed beyond a 
doubt ; and the murmurs of bigotryy oa that fubjed^ are almoii 
filenced. 
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c H A ^. The divifions of Chriftianity fiii|)ended the 
^^' ruin oiPaganifin '^^ ; and the holy war againfl the 
infidels was lefe vigoroufly profecuted by princes 
and bifliops, who were more immediately alarmed 
by the guilt and danger of domeftic rebellion. 
The extirpation of idolatry^^^ might have been 

juftified 

'7^ As I have £reely anticipated the ufe of pagans and paganifiii» 
I (hall now trace the linear revolutions of. thofe celebrated words. 
I. Tievymy in the Doric dialed* ^ familiar to the Italians, fignifies a 
fountain ; and the rural neighbourhood which frequented the fame 
fountain^ derived the common appellation ofpaguj 2nd pagans (Feftus 
fub voce, and Servius ad Virgil. Georgic. ii. jSz.)* ^• By an eafy 
extenfion of the word, pi^an and rural became almoft fynon^^oBs 
(Plin. Hift. Natur. xxviii. 5.) ; and the meaner nifties acquired that 
name, which has been corrupted vaXo pea/ants in the modem languages 
of Europe 3. The amazing increafe of the miUtary order intro- 
duced the neceflity of a correlative term (Hume's Eflays, VoLL 
p. 555.); and all the people who were not enlifled in the fervice of 
the prince were branded with the contemptuous epithets of pagans 
(Tacit. Hiil. iii. 24* 43* 77- JuvenaL Satir. xvi. TertuUian de 
Pallio, c. 4.). 4. The Chriftians were the foldiers of Chrift ; their 
adverfaries who refufed his faeramenu or inilitary oath of baptifin, 
might deferve the metaphorical name of pagans : and this popular 
reproach was introduced as early as the reign of Valentinian (AJ). 
365.) into Imperial laws (Cod. Theodof. 1. xvL tit. ii. leg. 18.) 
and theological^ writings. 5. Chc^tianity gradually fiHed the ckics 
of the empire ; the old religion, in the time of Prudentius (adverf. 
Symmachum, 1. i. ad fin.) and Orofius (in Praefat. EBft), retired and 
languiihed in obfcure villages; and the word pagans^ with its new 
iignification, reverted to its. primitive origin. 6. Since the worihip of 
Jupiter and his family has expired, the vacant title of p&igans has 
been fuccefiively applied to all the idolaters and polytheifis of the old 
and new world. 7. The Latin Clviftians befiowed it, without 
ibruple, on their mortal enemies the Mahometana; and the pureft 
Unitarians were branded with the un^uft reproach of idolatry and 
paganifm. See Gerard Voffius Etymologicon Linguae La^nasy in his 
works, tom.i. p*4ao^ Godefroy's Commentary on the Theodofian 
Code, tom.vL p. ^50. and Ducange, mediK 3c infindae. Tiatinitan 
Gloffiir. ' 

'^"^ In the pure lanigfuage oflona and«AtheBB».£»^a>Xoy and AoBTpua 

were ancient and familiar words* The former ejcprefled a likesefs, 
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juftified by the eftaWilhed principles of intole- chaf, 
ranee : but the hoftile fefts, which alteraately ^ ^^ 
reigned in the Imperial court, were mutually ap- 
prehenfive of alienating, and perhaps exafperat* 
ing, ihe minds of a powerful, though declining 
faction. Every motive of authority and faftion, 
of intereft and reafon, now militated on the fide 
of Chriftianity ; but two or three generations 
elapfed before their victorious influence was 
univerfally felt. The religion which had fo long 
and fo lately been eftablifhed in the Roman em* 
pire was fl:ill revered by a numerous people, lefe 
attached indeed to fpeculative opinion, than to 
ancient cuftom* The honours of the fixate and 
army were indifferently befl:owed on all the fub- 
je6ls of Conftantine and Conftantius; and a con- 
fiderable portion of knowledge and wealth and 
valour was fliill engaged in the fervice of poly- 
theifm. The fuperftition of the fenator and of 
the peafant, of the poet and the philofopher, 
was derived from very different caufes, but they 
met with equal devotion in the temples of the 
gods. Their zeal was infenfibly provoked by 
the infulting triumph of a profcribed fe6l ; and 

an apparition (Homer. OdyiT. xi. 6oi.) a reprefentationi an image^ 
created either by fancy or art. The latter denoted any fort of 
Jemjice or flavery. . The Jews of Egypt, who tranllated the Hebrew 
'Scriptures, reftrained the ufe of thefe words (Exod. xx* 4, 5.) to the 
religious worihip of an image. The ]^eculiar idiom of the Hellenifts* 
or Grecian Jews, has been adopted by the facred and ecclefiafHcal 
writers ; and the reproach of idolatry (EiduXoXar^eta,) has ftigmatized 
that vifible and abjedl mode of fuperftition, which ibme fe6ls of 
Chriilianity Ihould not ha^y impute to the polytheiiUof Greece and 
Rome. 

their 
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CHAP, t^^^^ hopes were revived by the well-grounded 
XXL confidence, that the prefumptive heir of the 
empire, a young and valiant hero, who had de- 
livered Gaul from the arms of the Barbarians, 
had ibcretly embraced the religion of his an-- 
ceflors* 
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